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case of libels against private individuals, 
Law Officers, to be appointed in each Pro- 
vince for the purpose, or the Syndics of the 

- Town Councils, arc to inform ex officio 
against the offendsrs. A copy of every 

10 be gent to the 1 w Officer. Complains 
against libellers ate to be laid before one of 
the Constitutional Justices, whose duty 1 
will be to assemble, withous delay, the Fu 

. The general Cortes have abalish=d the 
fonasric orders, and have laid so many 

4 

restrictions on the remaining ord=rs of regu 

| 

lar Clesgy, that “a considerable dimination, 
¥ F i 

total extinction of them, wil b= 

‘monarchy. In the debate on this 
subject, a member observed, with respect to 

[i uh eoerpyic measures should shock 
‘B MORI uP? gr iy 

superstitious feeling of the Nation, 
NR PPvesimen: which bad shewn so “ 

much firmness in dissolving Ricgo’s army, 
_nof to hesitate in proceeding with 

| resolution against the Monks and 
Friars, whose influence with the people was 
no longer to be feared in this enlightened 
age.” [Even the power and influence of 
his Holiness the Pope, appears to be at a 
low ebb in the Peninsula ; as in reply to a 
motion made during the same debate, that a 
Bull should be obtained for carrying into 
effect these salutary reforms, it was stated 
that Bulls should be neither solicited nor re- 
garded at the presént ime, and were neces. 
sary only in the barbarous ages, when the 
Sovereignty of the people was unknown ; 
and, in fact, wholly absolute®in the univer- 
sal spiritual and temporal power of the See 
of Rome, 
A Bill has been introduced for punishing 

with death, as traitors, all persons conspiring 
directly, and de facto, to subvert the exist- 
ing constitution of Spain, in church or 
state, 

HALIFAX ELECTION. , 

The Return of the Sheriff having been 
read respecting tue Election of members to 
serve in General Assembly 

sundry Persons relating thereto. 

. Mc, Archibald observed, it brought un-- 
der the consideration of the House, that an 
agreement had been made between the res- 
pestive Candidates to clase the poll on the 
last day of Election, at Gun-fire, on the set- 
ting of the Sun. The return stated that the 

~ Pell was closed at the appointed time, but 
it also said, that, towards the closes, Doctor 
Kegan presented himself for the purpose of 
voting, and that under®§he previous agree- 
ment he did not receive it. In the case of 
a Scrutiny being demanded, the laws of 
this Province required the Sheriff to receive 
evidence thereon, and to report the same to 
that House. It was for the House alone 
to judge of that evidence. Mr. Pryor had 
demanded a Scrutiny, and the parties net 
in conformity thereto, and adjourned for 
several days.—The name of Edward La- 

mercny it appeared had-been struck out of 
the Poll Book, but ths number in the column 
stiil remained. On reference to the" words 

of the Sheriff it would be found that ¢ an 
ercor was discovered in consequence of a 
Freeholder having voted for Mr. Gassie.” 
then how, he would ask, was his name struck 
out ? It had been stated that he had been 
objected to by Mr. Albio. If he was a 
Frecholder, and had given a vote for Mr. 
Grasse, he should be glad to know who dare 
take ic.out upon te oojections of that gentle- 
man. The Sheff should have collected 
evidence as to the objectionable voter, and 
brought the depositons of the parties for 

that House to determive on. Was 12 now 
required that the House should go about and 

fishy for Evideace P— As the Serutiny was 

afterwards abandone.! by both the candi- 

on the columns entire. If he had been in- 

correct im: this view of the case, he should be 
happy to be correcied in th: judgment be 
had formed, but at prevent be was convinced 

that as no Screuoy had been persisted in, it 

was just the same as if mone had been de- 
manded. It was irreconcilable to hus opt- 
non that the Sheriff could close the Poll 
while there was a Frecholder to vate ; and 
if one sooffered he was cectaiuly bound w 

receive it.—--1f the Sheriff had not so done, 

it was (conformably to the authorities of the 
proceedings in the House of Commons) ther 

for the Town- 
ship of Halifax ; and alsq the Petition of 

1 

low ir, consistent with Parli 

duty, and in the power of the House, to ai. 

He should however be glad to bear the opi- 
nion of the Honorable M=mbers, respecting 
this measure, previous t6 a Committee being 
formed on the subject, - 
Mr. Haliburton differed from the fon. 

Gendemin, and was desirous 16 refer ut to 
a Committee 10 report thereon, 1d might, 
for tnstance, be said the’ pesson ‘would oot 
take the F recholder’s Outh. It wa not 
for then, however, ® presume fa , — 
There were two ways of proceeding =-either 
to order persons 15 attend at the Bar and 
Inerrogate them as to the question before 
them. or (0 nominate ¥ Committee to re 
thereon. -.Hs= preferred the later mods,” 1¢ 
was his wish, if he consistently could, to 
agree with the Hon. Gendoman, because 
he was averse to put the iimse to the tiou- 

ble of a fresh Election, but there was no al- 
ternative as they were bound to follow the 

He had heard’ it intimated 
that violence had been used io prevent Free- - 
proper course, 

holdz=rs from: voiing, 1f such was the fact sit 
pe but just that 2 Commitee should be ap- 
pointed to report on the subject, 

was sufficient matter before them to enable 
them to order the Sheriff to amend his Re- 
turn. In reference to the law deciding the 
time an Election should be closed, they 
ought to bear in mind the usual and proper: 
hour for closing the general transactions of 
business, and apply the inference to this 
case 3 were they to put a construction upon 
it that the Poll might remain open till 
twelve o’clock---certainiy not. From the 
English Statutes he could shew them that 
even without the consent of the (andidaees 
the Sheriff might have determined the hour, 
and closed the Poll ; but, in fixing a period, 
he must give a reasonable and fair opportus 
nity forall persons to coms forward to vote. 
If then, in this instance, a proper time had 
been afforded, and the Electors had design. 
edly kept back their votes, they were not en- 
titled to complain and should not be allowed 
to avail themselves of it. The Hon. Mem- 
ber then quoted authorities to confirm his 
statement. When Candidates agreed to 
close the Poll earlier than what the Law al- 
low=d, the Sheriff was bound to make Pro- 
clamation hourly two thar effect. Such, he 
insisted, was done in England, as for ime 
stance---1n the 13edfcrdshire Case, and the 
Nottingham Election, which he read to the 
House. The case of Doctor Kegan how- 
ever, unler all the circimsiances, deserved 
their serious consideration, because he ten- 
dered his vote before the Poll was finally 
closed ; and he thought the Sheriff ought to 
have taken it, but they should not lose sight 
of the customs and precedz=nts before them. 
The Sheriff's Return did not state for whom 
Doctor Kegan intended to give his oe 
and they ought not to take it for Mr, Gras- 
sie, without finding the fact to exist some- 
where else---Mr. Grassicdid not sav in his 
Petition that it was so inten led, neither did 
Dr. Kegin say so. He merely says he 
tendered his vote, but not for whom ; and, 
upon the Documents as they stood, he could 
not take the fact for granted, although he had 
reason to believe, if enquiry was nade into 
it, the truth would appear that 1 was in. fa. 
vor of M+, Grassie. With respect to the 
erased vote, 1t could only be aliered in the 
case of a Scrutiny, and that Scrutiny not 
having taken place, he sull considered them 
as standing cqual, : 

Mr. D:waolf was in hopes of finding some 
ene berter acquainted than himself with the 
rules of the House, offering a specific mo- 
tion on the subject---he had.prepared one on 
the occasion, which he begged leave to stib- 
mit for their consideration, viz :—# That 
the declaration of the Sheriff should be taken 
as conclusive, as to the numbers on the Poll 
Book, at the close of the election.” 

Mr. Thos. Roack considered that the 
Hon. Gentleman for the County of Shel- 
burne, had candidly and ably stated the case. 
The Ilouse had not the means of knowing 
why the vote was objected to, but he was 
inclined 10 think it would ulumately turn, 
out that he was not a Freeholder, for’ he 
could wot suppose Mr. Albro would wan. 

tonly object to avote if he did not hick 3 
illegal. — There were other facts that might 

be presumed with respect to Dr. Kegin, 
If that Gentl:maa came and tendered his 
vote for Mr. Grassie, i cerainly ought 10 
have been received, but 1tdid sot at present 
appear so; and if it should &e shewn that 
Dr. Kegan had been about the Court Hove 
spe whole of that dav, and did nor sender it 

“expressing h 

Mr. 7. I. Chipman, did not think hive 

be tral of causes on the Circuits.” 
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earlier; the ease would assume a different [~Assembly, ‘and that the House wil defray 
and ‘therefore he could net help- 

is wish that the House should be 

put in the possession of more proof cn this 

head than they were at present. 
Mr. Ritchie had concladed not to offer 

an opinion on the ‘subject untl ‘some spe- 

cific resolution was before the House, and to 

complexion, 

that resolution he should confine himself, 

As a reference had been made to the Laws 

of England, in a case similar to the present 

one, he begged to observe that the Sheriff 
had ‘to act in two capacities---asa M iniste-. 

rial Officere~and as a Judicial Officer, 

and distinctly pointed out the difference be- 

tween them. Were the Candidates dis- 

satisfied it was for them to demand a Scru- 

ting. By the Law of this Province, it 1s 
the Sheriff's duty to return the member who 

bas the majority on the books, and not to. 
proceed furiher without a Scrutiny was re- 
quested, but when the Scrutiny is aban- 
doned they ought not to take information 
from the Sheriff, which the Law did not 
require him to give. It was the duty of 
the House to hear evidence, and to ascer- 
tain if the Sheriff had refused to take a vote 
‘which had been properly tendered, and to 
declare whether he did right in not taking 

it ; upon these grounds the resolution of 

the hon. Gentleman from Liverpool had his | 
hearty consent. 

Mr. Haliburton considered that as the 

vetss were cqual, there ought to be a fresh 
Election. The declaration of the Shenff 

should be taken in the whole, and not in 
part.e-- Had Doct. Kegan’s vote been taken, 
Mr. Grassie would undoubtedly have had a 

majority, and ought to have been returned. 
The House in former cases had frequently 
considered the return of the Shenff as not 
conclusive, for instance---the Digby Elec- 
tion ; they. were bound to make every en- 
quiry before they decided, and should they 

find tnat man’s name improperly struck out, 
the House had the power to rectify it.---He 

could not re«st remarking how very minute 
the Sheriff had been, he had produced se- 

veral letters from Mr. Pryor, stating that he 

had declined the Scrutiny, and they formed 
in facta part of his report. He could not 
agree to the resolution, because he theught 

the measure proposed irregular. 
(To be coniznued. ) 

LEGISLATURE OF NEW-BRUNSWICK. 

[Extracts from the Journal J 

Wednesday, 315¢ Fanuary. 
Mr. Chipman, presented a Petition of the 

Governor and Trustees ofsthe Madras 

School mm New-Brunswick, praying for 
further aid in the support of that Institation, 
also a Peution from Nehemiah Merritt, 

praying to be relieved from the payment of 
certain Provincial duties. Which were 
“ordered to lie on the able. 

Mr. Fohnston, obtained leave to bring 
in a bill, to probit Foreigners selling 
by retail in the Port of Saint John.” 

Mr. Wetmore, presented a Petition 
from the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry, of 

the Parish of Norton, in King’s County, 

praying aid towards finishing the Church in 
that Parish. also a Petition from the War- | 

dens and Vesiry of the Parish Church 1n 
Greenwich, King’s County, praying aid to- 

wards erecting a new church in that Parish. 
Which were referred to the Committee of 

Supply. | 

Mr. Chipman obtained leave to bring in 
a bill, ¢ to repeal part of an Act, inintuled 
An Act for the further regulation of Fishe- 
ries and for preventing their decay.” 

Mr. Smith, presented a Pension from 
Toler Thomson, praying aid towards cutting 

Canals on the Marsh between Point Miggic 
and the Halifax road, and Mr. Agnew, a 
Petition from the Trustees of Schocls in the 
Parish of Saint Mary, County of York, 
praving that an allowance may be made to 
certain Teachers of Schools in that Parish. 

Which were referred to the Committee 
of Supply. 

Mr. Ch'pman obtained leave to bring in a 
bill, « for the mere s and effectual ad- 
ministration of Public Justice in this Pro- 
vince, and for lessening the costs attending 

Thursday, 1st February. AN 
On motion of Mr. Johnston, resolved, 

“ That an bumble Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Licutenant-Governor, 
praying that His Excellency will be ple:sed 
to direct, that a full size Portrait of His late 
Majesty, Kinc George the Tair, 
bé procured, to te put unin the House of 

| x 

the expense attending the same,” 
Mr. Fohnstan, Mr. Ritchie, and Mr. 

Wilson, were appointed a Committee to 
wait on His Excellency with this Address, 
he House in Committee, Mr. Peters in 

the Chair, ‘took into consideration His Eo 
cellency the Lieutenant Governor's Speech. 
The Chairman reported that qu directed 
to report progress, and ask leave to sit agin, 

The House waited vpon His Exe § 4c 
the Licutenant~Govertior, with thetr ¢idd y 
in answer to His Excellency’s Sneech 
being returned, Mr. Speaker reported, - 

lowing reply thefeto : 
“ Gentlemen, meg 

““ 1 have much satisfaction in recsivin 
this Address, which assures me of your edi 
ness to give attention to the objects fecom- 
mended to your consideration, as well as qi 
others tending to promote the improvement 
and welfare of the Country.” oF. 

Mr. Chipman, pursuant to leave, brou t 
in a bill, ¢ wo repeal part of an Act, intity. 
led An Act for the further regulation ‘of 
Fisheries and for preventing their decay.” 

Which was read the first and second time 
and ordered to be committed to-morrow, 

Mr. Campbell ob:ained leave to bring in 
a Bill, % to repeal the Laws now in force 
regulating Pilots, and to make further regu- 
lations relating to the same.” 

Mr. Stubs obtained leave to bring in a 
bill, “ to ascertain ratable Estates in his 
Province, and fof other purposes therein 
mentioned.”’ 

Mr. Wetmore, presented a Petition from 
the Wardens, and Vestry, of the Parish of 
Springfield, in King’s County, praying aid 
towards completing the Church in that Parish, 
Which was referred to the Committee of 
Supply. 23: 

Mr. Chipman, from the Commities ap- 
pointed to examine what Laws have expired 
or are near expiring, and report thereon, re- 
ported that the Commirtee had attended to 
that duty, and hat « An Act for raising a 
Revenue in this Province,” 58 Geo. 3, c. 
20, willexpire 1st April 1821. “ An Ace 
to continue and amend an Act, intituled An 
Act for raising a Revenue in this Province, 
and to repeal the one made in amendment 
thereof,” 60 Geo. 3, c. 1, will expire 1s¢ 
April 1821, : 

A Message from His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governory by the Secretary, as 
follows : 

« Mr. Speaker, 

“ His Excellency the Lisutenant-Govey- 
nor, has commanded me to lay the Treasurer’s 
accounts before this Honourable House.” 

Mc. Peters, Mr: Miles, and Mr. Stubs, 

~ His Excellency was pleased 10 make the fo. 

| were appointed a Committee to examine the 
same. 

Mr. Fohn¥on, pursuant to leave, brought 
in a billy “to prohibit Foreigners selling by 

retail in the Port of St. John.” 
Whichwas read the first and second time, 

and ordered to be commiued on Saturday 

next. 
Mr. Smith obtained leave to bring in a 

bill, two repeal an Act, inttuled An Ace 

for the further increase of the Revenue of 
this Province,” passed the 25th of March 
1820: Also an Aet, mtiuled An Act in 
addiuon to an Act, intituled An Act for the 

further increase of the Revenue of this Pro- 
vince,” passed the 2gth of March 1820. 

The House adjourned ull evening, at 
v7 o'clock, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
and resolved itself into a Commitiee of the 
whole House, on the fur:her consideration of 

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor's 

Speech. : . 
Mr. Peters in the Chair. 
The Chairman reported the two following 

Resolutions : : 
1. Resolved that it is the opinion of this 

Committee, that it is expedient that the Law 
regulating the Militia of the Province should 
be revised and amended, and that a Commit- 

tee be appointed for that purpose. 

Mr. M:Kay, Mr. All'n, Mr. Miles, 

for that purpose. 

2. That some permanent provision shouid 
be made to defray the experses of the Mem- 

bers of the House of Assembly, during their 

atiendance in General Assembly, and to de- 

fray their travelling charges ; and that a Com- 

mittce be appointed tomake provision for the 
same by ball. 

M¢ Clipman, Mr Ritchie, Mr. Wetmore, 

were appointed a Commutee for that pus- 

posc. 

Mr. Munro, were appointed a. Commitice 
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