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MAJOR-SCHILL.
S
I'n the year 1813, 1 madea tour of a considerable
portion of the north of Germany. Fromthe Elbe
te the Isle of Rugen my route lay through the
country which had been the principal scene of the
celebrated Schill'operations.  The peasantry were

full of the recolection, and when they were not

afraid of finding a spy, or smarting under a recent
visit from the French, they were boundless in their
histories of the miraculous achievements of ** the
Brandenburgh Hussars.” Those narratives had
gradually grown romantic, little as romance was to
be expected from-a boor on the edge of the Balue.
But the valour and eccentricity ot Schill’s attempt,
his bold progress, and his dcn{: in the midst of fire
and steel, would have made a subject for the exag-
gerations and melancholy of remance in any age.

A thousand years ago a German bard wouiid have
seen his spirit drinkiag in the halls of Odin, out of
a Gaelish skull and listening to the harps of the
blue-eyed maids of Valballa, bendinf around him
with their sweet voices and their golden hair. “Ar-
minius might have been no more than such a daring
vindicator ofhis country ; and, but for his narrow-
er means, and more sudden extinction Schill might
have earned from some future Tacitus the same fine
and touching panegyric. = Schill was 36, but a year
younger than Arminius at his death.  The rude
prints and plaster images at the German fairs, gave
him a vigorous figure, and a bold phyno?\omy.
He was active in his exercises, superior to fatigue,
and of acknowledged intrepidity ; fond of adventure
in the spirit of his corps, and his natural enthusiasm
deepened and magnified by some intercourse with
the Secret Societies of Germany, which, with much
mysticism, and solemn affectation of knowledge,
inculcated resistance t~ the tyraut of Europe, as
ameng the first of duties.

He was said to be more distinguished for bravery
than for militafy knowledge or talent.  But the
man who could elude or overpower all opposition
in the heart of an enemy’s conquest for months to-
gether, must have had talent as well as heroism.

Schill's first operation was to pass over the Elbe, and

try the state of the public mind in the country round
Magdeburgh. _

It is still difficult to ascertain, whether his enter-
prize had a higher authority. - The §ituation of
Prussia, after the battle of Jena, in 1806, was one
of the most deplorable suffering.  The loss ot inde-
pendence, the loss of territory, the plunder of the
public property, and the ruin of the Prussian name
ih Europe were felt I’ke mortal wounds. But the
personal insolence of the French, who have always
lpst by their insolence what they had gained by
their rapine, struck deeper into the National mind.
The innumerable private injuries ta houour and
feeling, the gross language, and the malignan: tyran-
ny of the Fiench military, inflamed the people’s
blood into a fever of impatience and revenge. I
have often expressed my sutprise, on hearing that
no German had waken up the pen to transmit them
as a record and a warning to posterity. Onc even-
ing, standing on the banks of the Elbe, and over-
looking the fine quiet landscape of the island to-
wards Haarburg T rememberto have made the ob-
servaton, after hearing a long detail of the suffer-
ings of the peasant1y, whose white cottages studded
the seene at my feet.  ‘“ My dear sir,” said an old
Germanofficer.  *“ my countrymen are like that
river; their wholecoursehas been thro’ sand-banks
and shallows, but they make their way to the end
atlast. Then, indulging hismetaphor, and waving
his hand as if to follow the windings of the stream.
‘“ T am not sure but this very habit of reluctance
tv unnecessary exertion may have ailowed thean to
collect comforts by the way, which neither English-
man nor Frenchman would have been calin enough
to gather. If the river bad been a torrent should
we now be looking on these islands **  There may
be some experience in the old soldier's answer,
but if Germany is slow to give a history of her mis-
fortunes, she ought not to leave her heroes in obli-
vion. Schill deservesa beser memoir thana stran-
ger can give. .

In this fermentation of the public mind, the
north of Germany was suddenly denuded of trcops,
to form a part of the grand imperial army marching
against Austria. Slight garrisons were placed in

the principal towns, and the general possession of

the open country was chiefly left to the gendarme-
rie. Schill, then majer of one of the most distin-
guished regiments in the service, the Bradenburgh
hussars, one morning suddenly turned hi$ horse's
head towards the gate of Berlin, on the dismissal of
the parade, gave a shoutfor ‘“ King and Count1vy.”’
and at the head of this regiment burst from the Gla-
cis. Though the whole garrison of Berlin, French
and Prussian, wege on the parade, there was no at-
tempt to intercept this boldmanacvie. They were
thunderstruck, and by sme that orders were
determined on, Schill was leagues off, galloping
free over the sands of Prussia. The Officers ofhis
corps were amon3 the best families of Branden-
burgh, and some fine young men of rank joined Lim
immediately. It is uncertain to this hour, whether
he was not secretly urged by his court to make the
experimeut on the probabilities of insurrection.
But Napoleon was too near to allow ofopen encou-
ragement, and at.the demand of De Marsan the
French ambassador, who was, as Trincolo says
“ Viceroy over the King,” Schill was prociaimed
as an enemy to the state. |
His first attewapt was the surprise of Magdebursh,
the principal fortress of the new kingdom of West-
phalia, andfamous to English ears for the imprison-
ment of Trenck. Headvanced to the gates, and af-
t2Mustaining a vigorous skirmish with the garrison,
in which the French were on the point of being cut
off from the town, forced to abandon an entérprize,
which was probably undertaken merely as a more
dpen mode of declaring, that ¢* war in procinct’’
«was levied against the oppressars of the population.
He then plunged into Westphatia.  His plans ia
this country have been' often canvassed ; for the
Germans are, 1n 2 vast proportion to the English,
mulitary disputants ; and the names of their highest
goldiers, from Frederic down to Blucheraud Bulow,
we discussed without mercy and wxhout end
Sehill shares the common fate, and all the armies of
Cymany would not have beén cnoagh to fill up

~ the outline of the campaign, which I have heard

sl.etched fer him round the fire of a table dhote in
the north.  Aecording to these tacticians he shouid
have merched direct upon Casl, and made himself
master of Jerome Buouaparte. e should have
charged up to the gatesof Barlin, and delivered the
country. He should have attacked the rear of the
grand army, and given time ‘or the armwval of the
Agchduke. Tlecshould have madean irruption inta
the Fremth iavsitory in s unguarded state. aud

-~ 1
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“om his way to join thearmy before Vienua.

" for lingering on this retreat.

compelied N:polean to consult the safety-of Parns.
To all this the natural answer was, that Schill had
but from four to six bundred humsa¥s, and a few in-

fautry, deserters from the line,”” With those he re-

mained for nearly three monthis master of the com-
munications of Westphalia, centinually iotercept-
ing officers functionaries, and couners, and either
cluding or beating every detachment semt to break
up his flying camp. 1 ‘

took Marshal Victor with his suite and despatches,
But it
affurds an extraordinary evidence of the spathy, or
the terror of Germauy, that, duning this period of

excitement, his recruits never amounted to one

huondred men.  It, however, grew vbviously peri-
lous to leave this daring paruzén free” to raise’ the

spirit of the country, and a considerable foree was

despatched agamnst him A corps from Cassel mo-
ved in direct pursuit, whtle another coinpo
Dutch and Danes, turned towards bis rear. It was
now time to fly. Ihe experiment of Westphalia
was completed ; and an escape into Sweden was
the only course or salety.  Schill Fad been blamed
But a gentler esti-
tmate, and probably a trues ope wotld have attribu-
ted his tardincss to the vatural sreiuctauce of a brave
man to leave the ground while there isachance of
disputingit Every hour was full of change; a
battle onthe Danube might 2iter the whole fortunes
of Germany within an hour, and Prussia would
have been the first to raise the standard.  But Schall
suffered no advantage to hetaken of his army. His
marches was regular, he tixed his gead quarters for
ten or twelve days at Domitz a small town en the
Meckiinburgh side, which he fortiiied so far as to
be secure from a surprize.  He abandoned 1t only
on thelapproash of the enemy, to whom he left
nothing but his sick, —~dvanced to Stralsund, the
strongest fortress in Porcrania, dismantled by the
French, but still in their possession, and cgpable ot
defence against an ordinary hazard; stormed the

gates; drove the French L-fore the cavalry into the

great square; and was in possession of the town
after a brisk engagement of less than an hour.  On
the road to Stralsund I was shown the 1emains of a
ficld fortification where a French detachment had at-
tempted to stop the hussars. It was a rude work,

"2 paiapel of carth and 2 trench filled with water.

The gates and guns had probably falien into the
hands of the peasaatry. SThill on proposing a ca-

itulmtion to those men, bad been fired on.  Heim-
mediately charged at thehead of his reginent leaped
ehe trench, and got under the fortification onhoise-
back. Ail the French v.oere killed or taken

" Pomerania in German, Pomern ) s one vast fiat,
which probably was once at the bottom of the Bal-
tic. It usfertile, and was, when I passed through
it, covered with a carpet of springing corn  But
on my approack to the sca, the prospect on the side
of the Island Rugen became diversihed The ;ea
between the island and the mnain land, loeked like a
broad river, tranquil and glassy, with a low rich
border of vegctation, leading the eye across to the
woods and picturesque rocks ghat <rown the sharc
of Rugen. The country was thinly peopled, but
those were times of the ** pride, pomp, and circum-
stance of glorious war.”’  The ch(Esh army, un-
der the Crown Prince, going to hght his country-
men, were now moving down from Swedsn.

Schill bad fouud the principal works destroyed,
but yet not to Le gained without fighting, and 1t was
not till after a sharp cantest that be forced his way
over the ramparts. .

On his march he had baflled the Dutch general,
Giatien, whose express commission was to extire
pate him in the field. - Schill out-mancuvered the
general, and was master of Stralsund a week before
he saw the face of a pursuer.  There can bsuo
doubt but he might, in that interval, havs made
good his retreat into Sweden.  But the reluctauce
to leave Germany was strongupon him at all times,
In addition to this ke was master of acity; the sea
was at hisback ; the state of Germaay™was hourly
fluctuating ; and his position stll served as a rallying
point, if the oid genius of Prussia wasat length to
shake the ashes fiom her head.  Such inight have
been ameng the motives for this appareat imprud-
ence in a man who had hitherto taken his measures
with equal conduct and intrepidity.  In this period
of inaction he appears to have lost his habitual tem-
per, and, like Richard before Bosworth, to liave
given aq ill omen by his melancholy. He wis said
to have indulged in drinking, and to exhibit alto-
gether the aspect of a man expect:ng ruin. Butin
his dejection he omitt=d none ot the u-ual arrange-
ments for defence.  He set the peasants at work
upon the approaches to the sown, collected ammu-
nition, planted a battery to command tne principal
entrance, [ believe, berrowing the guns tromn the
merchant ships, and seems to have neglected no-
thing but the means of retreat.

Stralsund is a city of much interest for its share in
the ‘‘ thirty years war ;”’ and Wallepstein, the won-
der of arms in his day, brought some disgrag on
the standard of hisimperial master, by his repuise
before the walls. Its position renders it the key of
Pomerania, on the side of Sweden, and the Crown
Prince was busy when I was there in repairing its
fortifications to cover his retreat, if the campaign
should turn m favourof Napoleon. It hasa toler-
able commerces, and some of its buildings exhibit
the old ponderous magnificeace of the time when
German traders made head against princes  The
principal strects are wide, and thesquare in the cen-
tre, which serves ashin all the Gertaan towns, for all
imaginabie public puraoses —a mart, a parade, and
a place of justice,—bas the picturesque look of
Fuglish architecture in the davs of Elizabeth. It
was in this spei that Schill drew up his reserve on
the morning ¢ the 2ftack  ‘Ainong the accounts of
the fight, to be received from persous who, during

‘the day, were hiding in their cellars frem the shots

that stiil had left many a fracture ou the front of the
buildings, exactness is not to be expected.  But the
battle seems to have begun aboutmid-day, and:o
have continued with desperate determination till
threeor four ia the afteruoon.  The Dutch division
advanced to the great gate, and were repeated!y
driven back. Gratien, however, was responsible
to a master who never forgave, and the assault was
continued under the fire of Schill's only battery.

“The Danes were embarked in some gun-boats, and

landed on the unprotected side of tae town. [t
was sa'd that their red unmiforms deceived the Prus-
sians, and that they were looked on as British troops
coming totheir assistance,  Thisattack took Schill
in flank, and his purpose, from this tine, was obvi-
ously to3ell his life as dearly as he could. His corps
were gradually forced from' the square, down a

- narrow street leading to the s2a-gate, which ! often

trod with the seutiments not unnaturalto the spet
where.a hero aud apatriot fell.  The struggle here

T1 ] ’ v t
wa: Jong anc blacdy, fromime narrow Dot wlich

" equal half the number.

In oae of his expeditions he |

~ cheeving the troops with his sabre waving,
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ed to obtarve. The Vrus~
tirough the gate, and the
outtheir sarrender.  Gra-

the enemy ¥rere com
sians were finally pu
engagement ceased
tien’s loss was suppos

ents, whose force did not

Of Schill nothing had been
kno#n for some tune before tiie close ol the battle.
fle had ttposcd himself with conspicuous biavery

gallantry of his op

during the day, and had been twige wounded. —-
" About an heur efter the square was taken, he was

scen standing ¢n the sieps of a house i thie pArTuw

street, with the blood streaming down his face;, ar;'d
n toe

confusion of the next charge, he disappcared. In the
evening he was found uncer a heap ulldcad \1kar the
steps, with two musket wounds an his body and a
sabre cuton his forehead. 'The reunant of his baua

“of heroes, chiefly cavairy, had retreated to & neigh-

bouring field, and were there found exhausted and
unable to move farther.  An adjutant of Geueral
Graygff, seat out te propose their surrender, was
answérgll that they had cetenmnined not to receive
quarry? Some messages tallowed between them
and the getieral, but they refused to give up their
swords while Sthill lived  On their taking back
this melancholy intelligence, the cavziry, then re-
duced to a sinall number, surrendered at discretion,

The further history of these brave men is almost
sti]l more melancholy. A generous enciny, or even
a0y man with a human heart wou!dl have honoured
their devoted gallauuy . but N‘})ofr- o ordered them
for execution. They weretaken to Wesel, and the
only favour which they could obtain, was that of
dying by eacb otiier’s hands.  Sbuic bad made their
escape on the way through Germany, but tweaty -
two by oue accaunt, and twelve or tourteen by
another, reinained to glet the tyraut’s appetite for
murder. They were tahen te a licld on the glacis
of Wesel, aud there stand.ng in a hine behind each
other, e¢ach shot the comrade betore him, the last
shooting Limeeil.  Two sons of General Wedel,
the Prussian, were atnong the victims.  Flus was
said to be the sole act of Napoleon; these young
so.diers were subjects ot Prussia, and amenable
only to their own soveraigu. i 1s next to impos-
sible to avoid a fecling ot judignation aud ablior-

reice at the nature which could bave thus rioted 10

galiant biowed.

—— g ——
DESTRUCTIVE TORNADO!
On Sunday afreinoon lasy; about nine

o'clock, 2 mo-t destrictive tornado was ex-
perienced in Noithfield, Warwick, and
Orange, m the Coumy of Fravkin, - 1t

commenced near the mddie of tte town of |

Northfield, passing with desolaning fury in
a dureciron rearly easty, untiiit was arrest-
ed by ¢ Tully’s Mouuain,” about two
miles north of Athol Mesting House. It
first stiick and demolished a house and barn
in Northfield, and thence pussed o the east-
erly part of that town, destroyed the house
of Capt. Holton, and seriously injured him,
From Northfield 1t passed into Warwick,
completely demolishing, n 1s cousse, the
house, of a M. Brown, a‘aaughter of wlom,
about fourteen years of age, perished 10 1t
ruwins 3 and the ban and out building of a
Mr. Buil. At a hule distance east of Mr.
B.ll's, 1n Orange, a house, two baiu:, and
a blacksmmih’s shop, all belonging 1o Me.
Stuith, fell prostrate before the biust,  The
family, consisung of cleven ndividuals,
escaping death by ratreating o the cellar—
aily, save one, a young woman by the nae
of Stearns, who was erushcd oTeath by the
falling umber,  Several others were, how-
ever, so seriously injured that their hives are
despatred of.

We have not room nor time, at the late
hour at which we write, todetatl the numer-
ous circumstances'wnmch, we learn, auended
this desolating whirlwind.  The width of its
ravages was from 40 to 60 rods—us lenoih
about ten mles. So resistless was its force
that the stoutest trees were up-rooted, stone
fences removed, inmense gocks torn from
their beds, and even the surface of the. earth
itself broken up, as if with e plough-
share of destruction.” —Am. paper.

Extract of a letter trom a very respectable

American, dated St. Jago, Chih, he 28ih

" May «-..

¢ Sir Thomas Hardy 1s at higl variance
wiih the Chilian go¥ernment, in consequence
of one of the marine commanders having, off
Callao, pressed wany British seamen cut of
merchanunen, and onaccount . the declared
blockade by Lord Cochrane of the whole
coast of Peru, without a competent force to
blockade ten leagues of i,  When Sir
Thomas was informed of these acts, he im-
mediateiy left Valparaiso, and went in search

“of Lord Cochrane’s squadron, which bad left

Callao before he reached there, for some un-
known destination. It 1sbekeved Sir Tho-
mas will not sufler the blockhade to continue
anv longer, even of Lima, and that be will
convoy Britush merchantmen to and fiom
that port : 1n which event, 1t is expecied
that Captain Ridgely, of the Consiellaion,
will al<o give pro‘ecuon 1o our merchar tmen.

“ Many think hat an indcpcndcm Go-
vernment wail be formed at Lina, free fiom
Sparn or Cliili. A American ship Called
the Charles- Ambuser, Capramn Hasletr, 1s
suppesed 1o have evaded iLie biockadmg sqa-

)

dron, «nd react

. | N
\(1 L.,:;.‘.

ed to exceed two thnusa:‘sd'
in killed and wounded.- -~ A striking mnstance of the
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Exewution of Ann Barber, for th: M.,
of her Husband,
. -

York, Avc. 15.—At 1welve o' ook
this most wictched woman suffered (e pom,
ishment of ber aggravaied crime, 4} had
vesterday becone somewhat moje gentle ard

u‘ [.

'wsfgumi. She admived Ler guiltin reneryl
teruis, and appeared pwilcm\ ier r‘;'y(\[},(."
her younger daughier, and her sisier, :ited
her 1n her cell, and all of thew were ttually
affected 10 “the dccp's( wanner. A <hop
tune before twelve she was ied into ihe G gy
Jury-room. She lad then 2g4i0 become
violent and clamorous.  Her shricks .
bitter and prercing beyound any thing i,
it 1s possible to imagire.  She was drayy,
from the Grand Jury-room (o the scaffol,
according to the terms of the sentence, o ,
hurdle.,  Thle heart rending cries that zn.
nounced ber approach, filled every fuce with
dismay.  As the hurdle came to the hre,h.
old, so that she could sce part of ihe plaform
sne bitterly exclumed---4O Lory, Gou,
that I snould ¢ome to”this ! ”-——D‘.;ri:‘g
few moments that intervened !l she reached
the last fazal <po, she kept incoherently ¢ry.
ivg:---“t) [LorD, save me !¢ O ()')'L,
heip me 4“0 Losrp preserve my soul,”
When ihe last services of relizon were began
she lcocked frantic and wild, diopt 6n D?
knees, and with fearful violepce Ciasped 1ke
Clerk’s hands and caught up parts of il
words of devotton which reaclied her eur-
The prevaling expressions were---O Lok 5
f EsUS, save iy soul - Q) Gop. -
liver my soul this doy to Hecaven !5 ()
Loz, I forgive my enenpics !"---0 G oy,
bless mv banns ! When the Lord's Praye
was repeared the last nme she was direcied 1o
repeat afier” the chaplain ;5 she nstantly com-
plied and kept uniformly before the Chiplain
in her expressions,  The prayer---% Foroive
our trespasses,”” was proncunced with dreadfil
energy. While e cap was drawin” oveg
her face, she frequently repeated---++ O
Lorp, I forgive them that were the means
of bringing me here !"---O Goo blessm;
children I Just when the cope was ;.?;};".
cned round her neck, she earnestly criod
“ O Lorp Jesus, [ am con. g to thee
the drop fell and 1n less than a minute 11 was
CxtiLCl, "l'luuughom this scene shocking
to humanity 1 us firmest form, she mean..
tested a vigour of moiion and a strength of
nerve wiich could not be expected from her
appearance and manner at hertrial, At the
same time ber featurcs and (he expresston of
her ey es indicated a distsactipn and ~ amaze.
ment, wirch shewed that she Enew not well

L

what she was <buut.,  Inm the most solem .

part ot the devoitonal service, she gaze
wildly around to see the rope by which she
was to be suspended,  The mulutude of
spectators was greater than was ever seen o
a sitnilar cecasion at York,
e SR S e —
MONTREAL, Avc. 8.

A lciter has been received trom 2 poreos

belonging tothe expedition under Capi. Frak-

lin, across the Contineut of North Americ) !

”~

)

dated 1n June last, on the borders of ihe
barren ground, only fifieen ‘mules feom the
Hearns River, 10 abont 64 north Liode,
and 110 west long. from Greenwich : 2l
the members of the company were in good
health and spirits ; they had passed a very
agreeable winter, living on the fleshof the
Rein Deers ; which animal abounds in thee
reigons, and passed the encampment of the
party in immense droves.  T'he encamg-
ment was made 10 Scptember [Tast, when
further progress became impracticable ; the
party comsisted of Capt. Franckhin and twe
or three Naval Officers, one Seaman, nine-

teen Canadian voyageurs, and scvenicen [n-,

dians 5 making 1n all forty. pecsons @ they
were to commence during Jungy their paisage
down

e

HE Co- l’armcnhip heretéfore carited

r

on under the firm of Esivic

Stoor, & Co. having been dissuived by
mutual consent ; all persons having ary just
deamands against said firm, ae requested '
recder the sameto Javes Sroov apd =
persons indebted to said firm, age requesice

tosentle and pay dheic respective balasces 10

§

James Stoor, whos duly auborrzza s
reccive and seuwle all accounts, as agent i

sud brm,

JARED BETTS.

Freaeni¢ion, 10th July 1821.
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