
1819 intervened ; and the 
was made, without any further seulemen: 
of the dispute, than the a 
second Commission; (except indeed that by 
imeramg in the treatv the name of ¢ Grand 

could answer such ends. viz. that Chain of |. 

edd anew claim, which bad never before 

“Fuinous ~10 ‘us, ‘and so untenable in them. 

1 

$ 

In this stare wh BS iiss de war. 
peace of 1815 

imtment of af 

M man,’ ihe Americans were admitted 0 

beso heard or imagined, and which was so 

that it has been happily compromised by 
some minor sacrifice. ) These Commission: 

ers could not agree. The Emperor of Rus 

question was referred, decided that the par. 

ties should arrange it by negotiation. ‘And 

megotiaiions fur chat a: Sn! ikiened, 
are now pending. 
The spirit and Soteniion of Ne Treaty ofl 

oe [as pe synonymous with this i interpretation. 
ovouny, sty 7% ig value) § 

ETISE Covonies IN| ‘nanner hh the difference between the | | 

wed phe and through ours, 
| Someip von in the ty Cai 

Perhans the. fairest and most intelligible 

wa Governments is this. The. source of | 
“he St. Croix is ascertained : the North live 
wrveyed : there are some’ where Hig! 

i Lands that divide the stréaibs (0 the Atlahiit, 

from those to the St. Lawrence, between th, 

Kenncbec and the Chandiere, Rivers of eo 

rpectable magnitude, flow, in contrary di 

rections, from neighbouring sources, on 
apposite sides of the same Heights, the latter 

0 the Si. Lawrance, the former 10 the ocean. 
So far are baih parties 
seription of the treaty is in these points fully | para: 

agreed. The de- 

answered, according. to the 1 inierpreiation of 

roth Countries, But the difficulty is, that 
North Line, in which both parties ac- 
uesce, does not intersec those High Lands, 

sia, to whom, agreeably to the treaty, phe. wy Ribih. oak re sm * tg 
It was in 

his light perhaps that the question presented 
itself 10 the Russian Government, who seem 
to “have considered this circuistance ® an 

teed case, which was most pr ye, 
ost expedient), to. be settled by further 

1783, es clearly. to have been, to estab |, — 

* jish, betw=en the two countries in this quar. 
ter, what istermed anarcifirius sou nw BARY, 

such a line of separation, as should give to 
wei her 
serve mutually for the defence of both, or 
especially of that, whose dominions were} 

most likely to be invaded: = Accordingly, 
having ho recorded their regard ¢ for the 
reciprocal advantages and mutual conven; 

ences of both Nations,” and. iheir design 

4 to settle the bounary. opon such principles 
of liberal equity and reciprocity, «hat partial 

advantages, those seeds of discord, being ex- 
cluded, such a beneficial and satisfactory in | 

tercaurse between the two Countries may be} 
established, 2s may promote and secure te 

both perpetual peace," they to deline- 
ate the only Land marks, and to lay down 

the only principle, which in this quarter, 

—
—
—
—
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Highlands which should divide the heads ofl 

Rivers, whose mouths and courses were 

within the actual Provinces of the respective 

claimants. Thus the party possessing the 

mouth of any stream, would possess alse its 

whole course to the fountain head. This 

was oby ‘ously the most equitable adjustment, 

and the most patural boundary. The entire; 
course of the Penobscot, the Kennebec, and | 
other Rivers, flowing inta the Atlantic o- 

cean, would be thus secured to the United 

States, and a reciprocal advantage afforded | 
to us in the possession of the Chaudiere, and 

other streams, that discharged their wa'ers| 

within our territories. Between two na- 

tions me separation is so distinct, no barrier} 

sa effectual, as a mountainous frentier ; and 

as Rivers, in new countries, are the great 

High ways of mature, and almost the only 

means of communication and transport, any 

ether division must give to one party a most 

unequal advantage for invasion in war, and 
to boi, continual disputes in trade and na 
‘vigation in time of peace. The Line of 
separation was therefore to be drawn ¢ from 
¢ the North west Angle of Nova Scotia, 

¢ that is, the Angle farmed by a due north 
¢ line drawn from the sonrce of the St.lhe 

4 Croix to. THE Hicn Lanbs, along the 

party the advantages for auack, but} 

teeaty, - Regarding it in’ the same view, & 
just ‘and prudent arbitrator perhaps, who | 
could venture toapply to a political dispute, 
the- reasoning. of private conduct, had 1 not 
found it se impossible to terminate the con 

ence. 
* the points in this question which sre un. 
* denied, may lead to an easy solution of the 
‘ matters in debate. Produce your North 
“ line. Place me on that point of the Boun- 
‘ dary where you are both agreed ; for éx- 
‘ample, that part of the High Lands that 
separates the waters of the Chaudiere from 

* shese of the Pengbscot or the Kescbec:; 
> and I shall thence follow those Hig h Lands 
* down, - easterly, ull I meet your Nord 
ine, and mark out your Beundary ; 
‘ aking care, if I cannot always observe 
¢ the precise letter, to pursue the strict princis 
+ ple, of the treaty, and adhere at least to 
1s abstract description ; that is, I shall in 

* clude within the United States, the Heads 
of all those Rivers whose courses flow 

» through their territorities to the Aclantic 
* ocean ; the rest of the country belgngs sull 
‘ to its ancient Sovereign, 

That this is the only just basis upon which 
these differences could be arranged by arbs- 
tration, and the only safe and honorable ope 
to be settled by treaty, may be further ap- 
proved by examining the respective Lines, 

claimed by us, and the Uniied States, and 
the probable copsequences of ecuegiing 
either. 

In exploring this Boundary, the Ameri- 
can Gevernment seems (0 have assumed the 
principle that if no such High Lands exist 
ed, or existed where they would not be in 
iersected by the North line, or intersected, 
would not divide Rivers agreeably to, the 
strict letter “of the treaty, they were then te 
goup to the Si. Lawrence, and fix the 

north-west angle of Nova Scotia on the very 
shore of thet River, Accordingly they 
pass over a high and extensive range of ele- 
£7371 Land, which, compared with the other }¢ 

ts and features of the whole Tract, 
hTy readily be called and recognised as 

sand High Lands, dividing the waters Tue Hicu LAanps, but which they deny | 
%._ that fall into the Atlantic, from those thailio be the Hicu LaANDs tn the treaty, 

« fail into the river St. Lawrence, to the [because though these would indeed divide | 

“ Nord western Head of the Cenpecticu: [the Heads of Rivers, and givethém the course 

e river.” 

evidently was. to groe them the Heads of 

—-— that flowed to the Ocean ute and 

Now as no partof. the British|and source of all that flow into and through 

ons, in this quarter (their western|ihe United States, and us of all that flow into 

oundary being the St. Croix) touched the and through our Territories, yet if thestreams 

Atlantic, nor of the American the St. Law- jon this side empty into the Atlantic, these 

rence, the principle and object of the treaty fon the other do not join the St. Lawrance, 
thel They pass on, ‘herefore, and meet the Se, 

Joba's And here it should be recalled 0 

{aod the upper to themselves, they proceed 

theirs, and the upper 

‘roversy under the exisiing treaty. and refer- : 
“Gendlemen,” he might have said, 

that bbl ei chile Minis i in ego | : inns. J 
false assump 
For first, a con 10s Chain of High Lands, 

atin, 1 the Arfaty, nor their A nis under 
is aya 1 mmission, had ever dreamed of | 

one, and fallacious reasoning, 

red | xiending the most ex: ‘tavagant of their pre dwiding. ‘waters in the ‘manner they de. 

renstons beyond the nt ght bank of this river, scribe, or yin any other similar manner doey 

which they wished 10 - dccepied. as the real, not exist in the quitter and direction they. 

b. Croix, bu which, in cach instance. wa would run their Boundary. On the Lone 

evisted by us, and finally reling: ished by rary, ¢ 104 High Lands are r-peaiediy ine 

hem, | Indeed, bith the language and the | ters upted and intersecied, by low and mare 

rinciple of the Treaty, are conclusive evi [shy ground, and by other High Land crosses 

lence, that is pegotiators could never have 

enteriained the intention, nor conceive the 
sousibility, of touching, or intersecting, 
(his River ; of €lse i in desc { ing. a Boun | 
dary, wich was, evidenily 

great natural Land marks 4 the country, 
(hey had never, nox only neglected fo ithpor- 
ant a feature, but adopted a principle ¢ of we 

ing Heads of Rivers, utterly inapp lica- 
be 0, ns Tract to be divided, - Now. 
however, the Americans have the courage to 
pass the wream, and op the, left bank push 

om_ their gorih line. 
the St. Joba’ 5, leaving the lower half 10 us, 

in their course te intersect iis numerous 
Hranches, the lower paris of which are to be 

over a beautiful and well woodnd. country. 
a jof genle, hills and valleys, till, instead of 

treams running westerly to the St, John's, 
they meet with waters that flow easterly to] 
the Bay of Chaleur, a branch of the Gulph 
of St. Lawreace. These they intersect, 

Ives, and - leaving the rest of theif ‘courye 
10 us, They pass on, and whan a few miles 
more would have carried - them into the} 
Gulph, or River, of St. Lawrerics,: by|ry 
whatever, name the arm of the sea at that] 
point is to be called, and they meet a stream 
flowing into it, they have the conscience to} 
stop. And here 1s the North-west’ Angle 
of Nova Scotia, and if there chance to be 
hill in the neighbourhood, these are the 
High Lands. Here they turn upon their] 
thin and follow these High Lands down te 

the south: west and south, dividing, firs¢, the 
streams that flow into the River’St. Law- 
rence, from those that empty into a pare of 
the Gulph, calied the bay of Chaleur, beth 
within our Territories ; next, the waters chat 
flow into the River St. Lawrence, from 
those that flow inte the St. John sy. both’ 
within, or faliing inte, our acknowledged 
Lerritories ; keeping often in sight of, and 
never at any great distance from, the very 
bank of the former stream ; s unul, atlast, to 
get round the sources of the Chaudiere, they 

must turn almost to the south-east, and .mak- 
ing a considerable bend, join she Hicu 
Laxos upon which both parties are agreed. 
And this, they would persuade us, is the 

#xecution of that treaty, which had propesed 
for us object ¢* the reciprocal advantages 
and mutual conveniences of both parties” : 
this the Boundary it contemplated and de- 
scribed which is tosever the British provinces 
from each other, and the Canadas from 

Great Britain, * upon principles of liberal 
equity and reciprocity” : which has stripped 
us of a natural and defensible frontier, «go 

exclude all partial advantages’ : intessect- 
ed Waters in a manoer to leave no question 
of navigarion uninvolved, that ¢ the seeds 

of discord might be removed” + and plaated, 
in fine, the American posts and people an 
the rear of the St. John’s; and at the mo ith} 
of the St. Lawrence, “ to promote and secure 
to both countries perpetual peace” § 

But, say the Americans, if your Minis 
ters have made an absurd division, see you 

he Treas . 
sly to its express words, and |iteral meaning ; 
for th: wa.ers on the one side of thess High 
Lands flow inte the St. Lawrence, on ih 
others iio the Adlanie. This argoment 1 

e
e
 

Having intersected |p 
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ing Their line, and what is conclusive, even 
by Rivers. Next; the sireams on the one 
HA do indeed ow nto the Si. Lawrince, 

be rather described as a portion of the 

not fall into the Atlantic ocean, Ultimates 
ly, indeed, it is well known, that ail rivers 
fall into’ the Ocean, of which all seas, gulphs, 

and bays, are in some sente & part ; 

questions of geography, or bydrography, se- 
arate names are given and used. for these 

Toaveril pars, and are apphed in conthuaioh 
tinciion to cach other, and te the whole, 
Nor can it be said tnat the parties, or makers 
of the treary, were ignorant ef, or averse. toy 
these distinctions, which the common sense 
and comman usage of mankind has constant. 
ly recognized, for they. themselves bave made 
use of them, and in thisvery Treaty, and more 
than ence. In the sense thércfore in which 
the treaty applies the words, these Streams de 
not fall into s¢ the. Atlantic.” . They. fall 

taking the source and upper. part to them-}into the St. John’s, or they fall into { the 
Bay of Fundy,” nay, they fall inta ¢ the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence,” divisions of water, 
to which those names are given by ihe Trea- 

, in ‘distinction from: % the Atlantic,” 
‘which, as it touched no. pari, of a ceast boun- 
ded by the St. Croix, soit could receive na 
Rivers that flowed through our Territories 5 
and for that reason the Heads of all Rivers 
that reached it were assigned. to the United 
Siaces. In this understanding the abject 
of the treaty, in describing the High Lands, 
appears obvious, ifs principle rational, and 
advantages, reciprocal. If this sense be re- 

countable a Boundary, or conceive what pur- 

pose was had 1n view, what motive propos. 

negotiators, thar they laid down a line, the 
very figure and appearance of which, on the 
Map, are as fantastic, as the difficulties it 
involves are obvious, and the Connquenses 
alarming. 

Let us mow examine; and compare with 
this, the Boundary as claimed by the Briush 
Commissioners. It commences from the 
same point, and rans in the same  direcuon 
Northe On approaching the. western Bank 
of the St. John’s, it intersects the range of 
Hicn Lanps already alluded te, rising 
from fficen hundred 10 two thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, and extending in 
unbroken ridges in a westera course. - Here 
we find that feature of the Country, tha 
elevation of Land; which, from its height 

and exient, would be easily recignized, and 
{revazed, in: a geographical description of ihe 
tract, “ Tue Hreuw Lands.” Here, theres 
fore, at. Mars ‘Hul, the name given to the 

+ fheigh intersected, we terminate the North line 
and fix the North west Angle of Nova Scotine 
Thencewe follow these Heightsof land, divide 
ing the Heads of Rivers, leaving the St: Johns, 

{11s source and branches; flowing io the north- 

ward and easiward 1010 our Territories,” on 

westerly, tno theirs, on he left, ul) we'reach 

he faumains of the Chandiere, where we 

are yoincd by the American Commissioners, 

and proceed together to the Connecticut, 

the chief foundaiion of their whole preicn.' 

"Tt may be eamily shew to ia | 

ib (except that at the point, where they nx ‘he 

“10 pursue the| Nori west Angle, that water would pestiape 

Gulph.) but the rivers on she other side do 

jected, the apparent basis becomes not only 
inapplicable and absurd, but it 1s impaisible 

(0 substitute any other theory for so umac- 

ed, or what madness or folly possessed the 

the right, the Penobscot, the Kennebec, and 
1) that 3 H nw is encugh for us that we fulh | acter 1ermediate streams, Howing soi the 

Here is (he boundary agreea T 

Alc isa fact f great importance, and which 

has been ascesuined by actual survey, thy 
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