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FROM THE NEW-YORKy ALBION.,

TRAVELS IN THE HIMALAYA
COUNTRY.

—— '

In the ¢ Transactions of the Royal Asia-
tic Seciety,” vol. i, parr ii. is a-paper on
the Valley of the Setlej River, in the Hi-
malaya Mounlalm, from the journal of Capt.
A. Gerard, with Remarks by H. T, Cole-
brooke, th which contains so much curi-

ous and interesting matter, that we shall lay |

before our readers an abridgement of it,

Captain Gerard, with bis brother, Mr.
J. G. Gerard, has several times explored
the terrific Himahya country, A diary
of their journey in 1821 has been transmit-
ted to the East India Company, by whem it
was communpicated to Mr, Colebrooke.

These travellers began their journey from
the Shatul piss in June 1818 ; they had
previously travelled the ordinary road, and
now determined 10 strike directly across the
ndgc, at an clevanion of 15,5 56 feet above
the level of the sea.

To the east and south-east was seen a low
part of the Himalayan range. Iis altitude
is much less than that of Shawl ; but it 1s
rendered impassable by a perpendncular wall

~ of gneiss, that forms an impracticable barrier

for several miles.

The snow became more frequent as they
ascend ed, till they attained the crest of a
ndgc, at the elevation of 1 3,4 50 feet, where
it 15 continuous at that early season. A
month later it would be dissolved. - Upon
the snow, at the greater hight of Shatul,
were many insects like mosquuoes at first
they were torpid : but'sunshine revived them.
Some birds were seen, resembling ravens.
Mosses were found on the few rocks,

“The travellers bhalted for the night ai
Kanijan, under the shade of a large rock,
at the bight of 1 3,400 feet, whence the steep
ascent of the pass begins. There were plenty
of lowen where thc snow had melted, bm

no bushes.  L'ne irewood was brought from
the last camp.

From this spot the ascent seemed appall-
ing. The cres was nearly 2,200 feet high-
er. Here and there a rock projecied its
black head ; all else was a dreary solitude
of unfathomable spow, aching 1o the sight,
and withoeut trace of a path, ¢

The. travellers found the snow, which
was soft at mid-day, afford good footing, and
reached the sunmit with less fatigue than
they anticipated. They remained she night

and following day at the crest of the pm,
and suffered much from head.ache and dif-
ficulty of brcathg, usually experienced at

bove 41 deg. at noon : it was 24 deg. and
26 deg. at sunrisz (gth and 1 0th of June.)

On the subsequent day they descended
upon the same side, and proceeded along the
dell of the Andreti, a branch of the Pabar
river, rising near Shatul, and halied on the
bank of the rivulet called Dingru, at an ele-
vation of 12,300 feet, just above the limit
of the forest. 'The lowest point in the dell
was 11,100 feet, Leeks were gathered at
the bctght of 12,000 feet. - "l he ground
was here a rich sward, cut up/in grooves by
a large kind of ﬁ.eld-rat, without a tail,
(Spalax—Mus typlus ? )

The Himalayan glens for the most part
run almost perpendicular to the range, or
from N. N. E. and N. E, 10 S. S. W.
and S. W, The face exposed to the N.
W.is invariably rugged ; and the op posite

roads to the most frequented passes lie upon
the gentle acclivity ; the difference of the
elevation of forest en either side is remarks-
ble. On the declivity towards the N. W,
which, as before observed, is the most abrupt,
the trees rise several hundred feet higher than
those upon the opposite face, which has a
more gentle slope ; and in seme instances

such elevated posiions, It snowed in the | would have turned back.
evening. The temperature dﬂ mot rise a- |

one, facing the S. E. is shelving, The
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the difference exceeds #,000 feet. Th-
general height of the forest on the southern
face of the Himalaya, is abeut 11,900 to
12,800 feetabove the sea. Oaksand pines
reach that elevation 3 birches extend a few
feet higher. Descending from the pass of
Bandajan, the level of the highest juniper
was observed 1 3.300 feet.

The ascent of Yusi pass was extremely
fatiguing : Messrs, Gerard described them-
selves as having been so exhausted at first,
that they resied every hundred yards ; and,
had they not been ashamed, before so many
people, some of whom they had induced to
accompany them afier much intreaty, they

The Yust river 1s divided into several
streams all of whieh, but the principal one,
were crossed by arches of snow. The lar-
gest, which was forded, was forty feet broad
and six inches deep : the bed full of peb-
bles, and the margin snow washed by the
stream,  With the exception of that princi-
pal channel of the river, and some openings
partially disclosing the smaller branches, the

rest 15 a bed of SROW six or eight tnche
thick. ‘i

(it exponds 1o hres urlongs in|
wuuuu m i f’" ving - erops of

wnﬂ ‘beds, v‘! fo:‘ul m-y “small i u.
with ;htmm' ‘windi

jou"sh‘ve the village t‘g

rock, composed of bhq:k \ﬁﬂe ‘ﬁlned).

with a Jittle oxlde oftrou, rise *mpﬁy in.
numerous black spires to about_9,000 feet
-udf 20,000 feet above the le.
vel of the sea, 'Approaching Chetkul, the
dell becomes more contracted ; the righe
bank becoming very precipitous, and almost
mural to the Baspa.  The alitude of the vil-
lage is ahout 11,400 feet, and the highest
fields are scarcely 200 feet more.  The val-
ley continues about 800 yards wide for two
or three miles.

The travellers reached -the elevation of
1 5,500 feet, where the pass appeared to be
1,400 or 1,500 feet higher, over the vast
fields of snow.

The dell 1s bread (half a mile mde), and
covered  with snow 'in bigh wreaths. The
mountains, which have a south east expdsure,
are nearly bare, a few patches of sncw only
appearing at great heights, Phe line of
cliffs may be 17,500 feet. On the other
side, the mountains are nearly of the same
hugbt, and they present a chain of mural
precipices, eaten away by frost into forms
like towers and stecples. M uch of the rock
near the summit is exposed ; and snow, have
ing lost ist hold on their siecp craggy sides,
has accumulated below.

Messrs, Gerard proceeded by the Char-
an7 pass (17.348 feet bigh) to the vailey of

| Nangalii, The inclemency of the weather

rendered it very arduous. They were detain-

travellers) by incessant rain ; en the fourth
day their guides consented 10 procecd.
Many snow-beds were crossed ; and, about
the hight of 16,300 feet continucus snow-
beds commenced ; at first, a gentle acchvi-
ty, and latterly a very sieep slope, surpassing
in terror and difficulty of access any thing
which the travellers had yet eneounter d,

The acclivity was at an angle of g7 1 deg.

of loose stones, gravel and snow, which the
rain had soaked through and mixed rogether,
so as to make moving laborious, and a.l but
practicable. The stones gave way at every
step, so that it became necessary to use hands
as well as feet, The travellers reached the
crest of the pass at noon, in a state of ex-

feet, from continucd exposure to snow and
sleet, with a violent freezing wind,

Having collected from the surrounding
villages supplies for ten days, Messrs, Ger-
ard proceeded to examine the valley of the
Tagla river, which has its source in Chinese
Tarary.

The path lay upon broken slate and slip-
peray, soil, then upon inclined faces of rock;
at one time assending steeply upon loose
stones ; at another, descending abruptly up-
on rude steps and scaffold ng, projecting o-

1 ver the stream, and between cliffs that sub-

. Messrs, Gerard, rcsuming their journey,
ascended the valley of the Baspa to Chetkul,
the last and highest village in i,

The first part of the valley has the same
general character with most others in the
Himalaya ; but it 1s censiderably broader.,
The face of the mountain exposed to the S.
W. presents abrupt precipices and threaten-
ing cliffs, with little soil, and but few trees ;
the opposite face again 1s more gently sloped,
and thickly wooded with pmcs, which are
ovcrtopped by a belt of birches. © Near the
top of this chain there is a good deal of snew.
The last half mile to the village of Rakcham,
situate in the western corner of the glen
(and 10.500 feet above.the sea,) 1s a rug-
ged descent upon enormons masses of granite.

tend an angle of 6o or 65 deg. on euher
side. Now and then these crags are pet-
pendicular for 200 er goo fcet, and ihey
even overhang the pathway Large snow-
‘beds conceal the river for-several hundred
vards : an immence load of stene and gra-
fvel lies above the snow.—In one place the
accumaulation of rocks, which have fallen
from the surrounding peaks, is sixty or

under surface i1s frozen snow.

which in lat. 31 deg. 36 min. according 10
received theory, should be buried unger ever-
lasting snow.  The situation, however, it
far different.  Cn every side of the glen,

The dzll has bere a pleasing apprarance, and

ed three days ac Shalpia (a resting place for -

haustausiton and numbedness of hands and

seventy feet thick ; and the river is seen
rushing from beneath a large vauli, whose 4

The height of Zoncheng is 14,700 feet, |

| which 15 a bow shot bruad, appeared gently -
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