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An Eton boy, who did net want for wit,
In careless haste his exercise had writ ; .
How dare you, blockhead, quoth the master bring
An epitaph to me that has no sting 7

' Pray sir, forgive me, says the youth, this ence, -
Another time you shall not call me dunce.
A wasp, next day, the dex’trous stripling caught,

And, wrapp'd ifi paper to his master brought ;
What htnp;on here-? the purblind doctor cries,
An epigram good sir, the boy replics.

An epigram! remember what you bring,

You know what fellows if it has ne sting.

He said—when, quickly by thie painful smart,
He found the rogue had not forgot the dart ?

MONITORIAL.

% 'Tis greatly wise totalk of our past hours :

And ask them what report they bore to heav'n :

And how they might have borne mare welcome
. mews ™

Nothing can conduce more to the im-
provement of the morals of youth, than
frequent communien with past hours. On
investigation, it will be found, that persons
who are in the habit of reflecting, seldom
commit one kind of fault twice; and it 1s
believed, that very few men are so heedless
or so depraved that they cannot be benefit-
ted by a view of past hours. 1f mankind
in general would spend more time in review-
ing the past, and less in anticipating the fu-
ture, much good would result from 1. Ry
mak:ng of the memory a kind of note book ;
and by .writing thereon the transaciions of
the day, the possessor is enabled, in the tran-
quil bours of the night, to revise the work,
and make such corrections as his suber judge-
ment may dictate. 'With this day’s werk
before his eyes, he may resolye to “ turn
over @ mew leaf,”” present a more perfect
page on the morrow. Let youth of beth
sexes adopt this plan—let them prosecute it
with care and impartiality —let them use al
faithful pencil—-and the time will soon ar-
rive when they will not be ashamed (o ask
tbeir past hours, what report they have borne
to heaven.

—

-
THE FORCE OF HABIT.

The force of habit and the extreme dan-
ger of fixing any bad habit, particularly

““ Choose the most rational and best way of
liing, and habit wil! soon make it most
agreeable,”

—_—_—

ANECDOTE.

war, in queen Ann’s time, a young pert offi-
cer, who had lately entered the service, came
to a tavern where Major Johnson, a brave,
rough old efficer, and one that feared the
the Lord usually resorted. The young gen-
tleman while at dinner, was venting some
new fangled notions, and speaking in the
gaiety of his humor against the Dispensations
of Providence. The Major, at fist only
desired him to speak more respectfully of one
for whom all the company had an honer ;
but finding him run onin his extravagance,

manner. ¢ Young man,” said he,  de not
abuse your benefactor, while you are eating
his bread.  Censider whose air you breath,
whose presence you are in, and whe it is
that gave you the power of that very speech
which you'make use of te hi#dishonor.”
The young fellow, who thought to wrn
matters into a jest, asked him, % if he was
going to preach 7’ but at the same time de-
sired him to take care what he said when he
spoke to a man of honor: “ A man of ho-
nor 1" says the Majer,  thou art a blasphe-
mer and an infidel, and I shall not use thee
as such.” — In short, the quarrel ran so high,
that the young officer challenged the Major.
Upon their coming inte the garden, the old
fellow advised bis antagonist to censider the
place into ‘which one pass might plunge

bim ; but finding him grow upon bim t0a

have we laws, or haye we not laws P —If we

we find it prevailing in those” whose situa- have laws, and they are not ebserved to

Soon aficr the conclusion of the French |

began to repremand him in a more serious |

tion in_life, opportunities off¥
and knowledge of what is’ rig
would lead us' to expect &t&r things from
them. 'y |

vantage attending it, or that it is an addi.
won to the appearance of a gentleman ; it is
entirely without'excuse, and is only a shame-
ful trick, easily acquired, and with difficul-
ty laid aside ; it is an offence to the ear of any
person  who has any reverence for serious
things ; and often severely wounds the feel-
ing of those, in whose presence it.is used ;
and we may with propriety say, that he is no
gentleman, who makes it a part of his con-
versation,

Purity of conversation, ever has been, and
eyer will be, the prominent feature in a gen-
tleman, and whoever Jays claim to the . cha-
racter, must by all meansiin his power, en-
deavour to attain it ; and there is no better

method of accomplishing it, than by endea- shop Burnet for ordination.

purpose did he spea

vhat end were those laws made 7 So

uying he sat himself down, bis chest beaving
bigh - with conscious consequence ; when |
another rese up, and delivered his thoughts in |

It is not like many other vices to be ex- M e dd B o
tenuated by the assertion that there is an ad- :)b:: ra:l:t s : “ Mr, Speaker—did the ho-

e IS
Never did an Irishman utter a better bull,

than did an honest John, who being asked
by a friend, ¢ Has your sister got a son,
or a daughter,” answered, *‘ Upon my
soul, I do not know whether I am an uncle

or an aunt, %

*——

A Young man was recommended to Bi.-

As his Lord-

voring to recollect ourselves, before we giye shop stammered 8 little, he desired the Chap.

vent 10 our fceh'ng:. A man who is 1nth

lain to examine the candidate.

The first

habit of talking extremely fast, will le: many question preposed —% Why did Balaam’s

{things eseape him, which, in his cooler mo- | 2% speak-?’’ ¢ Because his master had an

ments of reflection, ke will severdf chas- impediment in his speech,” answered the

tise himself for,

I have been insensibly led into these re- |
flections, by observing the great degree of
profancness which prevails among the chil- |
dren of the present day. In walking the
strects, we are fequently shocked at hearing
the oaths and imprecations of those who are
$0 young, as to be scarce able io articulate |

young man, which put en immediate end to
| the examinauion.

i

el

During the late floods in Cambridgeshire,

a road was occasiopally overflowed —10 pre-
vent 'f‘"écidems to passengers, an inielliggnt
| magistrate caused a stake to be driven into
the earth, on which, for the information of
strangers, he caused to be written, ¢ Take

geotleman who spoke last, speak |

tovthe purpose, or not speak to the purpese ?
If he did not speak to the purpose to what [
speak 7’ Which a-propos |
reply set the house in such a fit of laughter, |
as discouraged the young orator from ever
attempting tp speak again,

them plainly, and were we to judge of their
education at home, from their eonduct a-
broad, we should reasonably suppose that
they heard ne other conversation there.

In such cases the blaxpc is not to be at-
tached so much to 'the children as the pa-
rents ; and we do presume, they hear such
language in the family, or they would AQI in
a short time, become such adeprs at ir,

degree of scurrility, as believing the adyice
proceeded from fear, # Sirrah,” said he,
¢ If a thunderbolt does mot strike thee dead
before 1 come at thee I shall pot fail to
chastise thee for thy ‘profaneness 10 thy
Maker, and thy tnsolence to his servant,”
Upon this he drew his sword, and cried
out with a loud voice, ¢ The sword of the
Lord and Gideon !” which se terrified his

antagonist, that be was immediately thrown

They are imitative set of beings, and it is

‘of the highest importance

they should have

that of drunkenness, may be apily illustrated
by moralizing the following piece of natu-

ral bi“m Yo

“ On the coast of Norway is a dreadful
whirlpool, called by the natives, Mealstroom,
which signifies the pavel of the sea.
body of the waters which form this whirl-
pool, is extended in a circle above thirteen
In the midst of
~ this stands a rock, against which the tide, in,
1ts ebb, 1s dashed with inconceivable fury--.
. when it instantly swallows up all things
which come within the sphere of its vio-

miles in circomference.

lence.

“ No skill in the mariner, nor in strength

of rowing, can work an escape,

The sai-

The

upon his knees. In this posture he begged
his life ; which the’ Major refused to grant,
until he asked pardon in a short extempore
prayer, which the proselvte did to the great
amusement of the company.

——

This sagaciovs animal knowing the enmi-
ty the dragon bears him, and knowing alse
the insufhiciency of his own swrength to re-
sist him, notonly defends himself, but con-
quers his enemy by the following stratagem.
He makes two entrances to his cave, the one
small, and proportioned to the bulk of his own
body, the other wider at the surface, but

which he draws narrower by degrees, till to-
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good examples set before them ; if they
haye, they will net easily be induced to
ledve them. It is also essential that we
should choose for them proper companions,
a it is a just obseryation, that ¢ one bad
sheep will will spoil a whole flock.” Ifwe
can, as soon as our children are capable of
feeling the want of society, associate them
with those, whose manners are pleasing, and
whose morals are good, we shall soon see
them acquire such a fondness for their com-
pany, as to be in a very little danger of their
ever wishing to quit them ; they will natural-
ly feel a laudable degree of superiority over
those  whose conduct is governed by wvice

notice that when this post s out of sight it
is not safe to pass this road.”  This is some-
thing similar 10 the famous finger post,
which was erected by order of the Survey-
or of the roads some years age.in Kent.
““ This is a bridie-path 1o Feversham ; if
you cannot read this you had better hecp

the main road. _ / :
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