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MIDSUMMER EVE, 
A TALE OF THE OTTAWA, 

Ting'd with the airy wildness of a fictio 
Yet strongly mark’d withall the 

O mature sad realy? 7 

~ Many theories have been fabricared, and | 
not a few opinions advanced both: by 
ancient and modern philosophers, vespe cing 
those wonderful delusions of the senses 
which sometimes take place; and which 
make so-strong an impression on the: facul. 

_ties of the mind, that reason a her coolest 
moments, is at a loss to de ermine: wheather 
they were hegailed by areality or a visio. 

n:ry decepuion. We have many instances 
07 record, and nor a few 1n our own tims, 
of strange occurrences of this description 
which have dzficd the mori subtle defintitons 
of philosophical ‘disg usitien, and will, iv as 

It was on the quarter deck. of one of th 
many Steam Baats that navigates the waters 

"of the noble St. Lawrence, that a number 
of the passengers were seated ore mild sar. 

~ light summer's night, enjoy ing a. line social 
chit-chat to wile away the time until the 

of the vesse Y's confinuing her course 3 which 

she did, gallantly stemming 1 he deep rolling 
stream, her majestic progress distinguishable 
from theshore on eitherside--- whose dusky om- 
lines were relieved at times by the occasio- 
mal twinkling of a taper im a couage win 
dow ;—by th: brilliant-plume like appear. 

mace of the glowing “sparks which issued 
“forth . in profusion from her chimnies : 

‘whilst the low rushing sound of her dip - 
ping paddies, and the ofien repeaied cry of 

~ the lookout man in the bow, and amend.an: 
wesponse’of ‘the sieersman, were the only 
disturbance 10’ the stillness that reigned 
around. 

“Whether it. was owing 10 the-influence 
of the hour, or to that predeliction which, 
some people have for whatever relates to 
the marvellous, 1 so fell out that afier a 
number of desiliory and common-place to- 
pics tad betn' discussed, the discourse 
turned on the subject of supernatural appear 
ances and visitations, . Many indeed were| 
the teerific and heart appalling relations of 
what'had either been heard or seen by some 
themselves, or from the hearsay of others ; 

| and one story succeeded ariother in quick next moment. | 
succession, uniil the imaginations of most reco 
of the listeners were heated tog degree of 
fearful enthusiasm, bv the thus disclosed se. 
cepts of the, spiritural world, * Some few 
there were who ventured to hing their sCepli- 

fairies, witches, and the (‘ke etceeteras, but, 
were immediately assailed with an overpow 
ecing torrent of matter of fact, as it was) ihe foremost, and a 

re, 7 0 when an’ elderly’ gentlemin o 
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have to-night recour ted many certainly ve- 

jon,  |sllow, afier hesring it, to be even more 

rettuth {strange than a ghostly visit fr 

were, completely a 3 dead wand ; 
of a s-date an? 

table mien, and who had hitherto paid 
ent but marked aven.don to all that had 

 % Gentlemen,” said he, “some of you 

ry singular and surprising incidents, some 

sermit me to telate an occurrence of the 

44 ely 1 ys £3. Le 
lg TR 2 ies we SA 

» { ¥ a 

- : 3 % § 

3 Ee .5 i the 
J . 4 ] prs ad Bs oN 

ea of 

rushing ream prevailed, agunst ber fees 

part Ming her paddie away and in hat ago- 
Ld 

ay of feeling which the sudden certainty of 

even « | e 

paramount, clasp her children in her em- 

brace. | The decision of their fale was but 

the work of a moment ; They were swept 

by an eddying current over a shelf of rocks ; 

onithis dreadful brink of eteinity was 

(ind which happened 10 myself, which; al- | agaions which they were whirled and dashed 

hough it bears a partial difference from the 
general tenor of yoor narrations, you will 

for the space of a few seconds, and 

then borne away, the roaring billows closed 

equestrianism of witches mounted on broom- 
sticks. Fs 1, 

About forty years ago, when I was a 
wild siripling of eighicen, I went from 
Montreal 10 officiate as a clerk lo a man su- 

perintending a potash manufactory at the 
Longue Soult of the Outawa, or Grand Ri. 
ver, Some of you have sezn, and few but 
have heard of that dreadful rapid, far more 
tremendous than the celebrated nine mile 

wio from their frequency. of passing, one 
would naturally suppose carelessly indi rent, 

from their familiariiy 10 its peculiardangers. 
yet never enter the horrible’ commotion of 

its roaring surges withont dread aid appre 

hension. (In fact, in passing through them 
be strongest nerves canot remain  unsha 
ken,—To one accustomed to the sight, or 
to a stranger, they are equally terribic 3 and 
present an appearznce of which an Euro. 
pean, unacquainted with these characteristics 
of vur Canadian’ rivers, cannot possibly form 
an 1dea. 

It seem as if the noble river, roused In 
to an indignant fury at finding iis course 
|impeded by the huge masses of rock which 
obstruct its chanpel here, vents its boiling 
rage in lashing them with its angry billows ; 
Dow rising above their summits in wreaths 
of foaming surf, now sinking and whirling 
in circling eddies around their base, afid 10 
a fanciful mind appearing to shriek in wild 
despair, at the impotence of us efforts ; and 
being ever attended with a deafening roar, 
adds much to its horrid sublimity. A per- 
son contemplating this strife of waters from re

 

impossibility for a boat or canoe to live in 
it for an instant ; but they go through fre. 
(quently, and wiih few exceptions, likewise 

observing them jump the chutes —small cas- 

lightning ; at times partly hid by the darc- 

top ofiaiwave, and suspended there, appa 

I well recollect one Sunday morning. my 
watching with a strong feeling of . anxious 
apprehension the approach of two Indian 
capoes to. the head of the principal, and 

the manner in ‘which they were loaded, ] 
think they must have belonged to one fami- 
ly : An Indian and a young lad were in 

squaw with two small 
termed, in support of which the mast indis- children in that behind.” The man took the butable authority was of course.advanced, sc (proper channel, and his canoe ran with the 
aa 1 ats substance did not exactly produce speed of an arrow m safety through, but the 

in safety. I have ofien stood for hours 

ing spray and foam ; at others nising to the 

most dangerous part of the rapid, F rom | 

forever on them and their earthly existence. 

om the regions| But to return from a digression which 1 

of the dead, the midnight vagaries of frisk-{ would not haye made were it notin some 

ing. imps and demogys, or the fantastical | degree connected with my story : —as I said{ I had ever been a [hardened weeptic in sch 

before, our works were situated on the 

banks of the Ottawa, near the lower end 

of this terrible place, The country in its 
vicinily was a perfect wilderness, when com- 

pared to what itis at present, Then it was 

a gloomy forest 10 the very edge of the ni- 
ver ; and its dreary sameness only broken 

bak and there by the log hut and cleared 

patch that supplied him with food of som 

hardy settler ; who amid the roaring di 
race of ihe St. Law:ence, The wy pilots, | of rushing waters, and the death like SOL 

wde of their trackless environs, enlivened 

only by the howlings of their savag: ienan- 

try, toiled to obtarn, at the best,-but ihe 

Mm=ans of sustaining a miserable exisience. 

As my occupation did not intrude much 

‘on my time, 1 had many leisure hours, and 

from the want of a better way of spending 

hem, I used (0 visit a man seuled about « 

couple of miles above our establishment 

He cultivated but a small. portion of land 

which furnished him with a bare sufficiency 

of corn and potatoes for his family, an 

which - with the produce of his hshia, 
throughout the summer season, which Was 

in fact his great dependence, subsisied ibe 

in a plenty if not avaniety of food. Thus 

man was of a reserved, shy disposition. 
which evinced useif in his mancer and 

speech, so muchas to mike his society more 
disagreeable than otherwise ; bur it was nor 

from any particular charm 1n him, his fam: 

ly, or abode, that 1duced me 0 visi them 

soofien, but merely because it served 10 va 

ry the monotony of our own circumscribed 
tOCIely. 

I happened one evening to be returning 
the shore, would conceive it next to a moral [home from one of these visits, rather later thao 

was my usual practice ; and my road from 
necessity lay along the bank of ihe river, | 
was carefuliy picking my sieps among the 
masses of stone and dnfc wood that lay 
heaped 1n every airection, I had not, how. 

-{cades, — which they did with the rapidity of | ever, proceeded half a mile, when of a sud- 
den my ears were astounded by a hideous | 
yeling, as 1f all the wolves, wildcais, and 
devils in Canady were assembled to howl 

rently to be plunged into destruction the | and shriek in concert, and being loudly 
echoed in the suiliness of the dalk torest be- 
hind, and possessing a frighdul ndis ine 
ness from. he adjoining roar of the 1 pids, 
had a truly appalling effect, and bie gh 
me to a stand for some momenis, The 

{noise appeared to come from the bottom 
of afong recess or vista that. ran direcily 
back toi a hundred ya:ds or more into the 
gloomy wood, and the thickening ot scuri'y 
of twilight prevented me from decerning by 
what or whom it was produced, | had 2 
loaded musket in my hand, it is true, but 
it added litle 10 the confidence and security 

inevitable al-1for my courage 10 await their approach, | what. she bad lost 5! need my farther progres; L auld nos do, — The impetuos iy of 'kome mewa 

hee A frightful death m 1st inspire, throw herself (of the revolutionary war, a bind 

{pany 10 what he was about 10 communicate. { forward and with a maternal affection which o 
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was far from being dilatory. 
vi | on 10 fisherman, [ recounted this adventure, and 

Aegiriet wn. 1 saw her plainly as af 10 de- | i
s wife who was present, eiiidrhad oe ie 

ow confirmed what the bad ofien. heard refused 

RE od of Indians 

circumstance af atrocious cruelty and bac. 
barism, and ever since, it was said terrify. 
ing sighis and noises were ofien seen and 
heard about the place. 1 laughed heartily 

own had frightened me at the time in no 

a manner which convinced m2 was more a Zoggs TV apd 
the fearful vehemence of hic wife's asser. 
tions, than from a rae their subsiance, 

matters, and never failed 10 deride all (aly 

them 3 and on this occasion I absolutely 

affronted the honest matron by the obstrepe. 
rous ridicnle with which ‘1 diplayed my in. 
crelulity. The man shonly afier leaving 
the house 10 resume his fishing, | accompa. 
med him. and continued to banter the expla 
nahn afforded by his wife's legendary nat. 
ative, expressing mv own conviction thy 
“he noice hid proceeded froma pack of hn. 
gry wolves, al the sane time aking his - 

OWN OPILTOnN of the sffair, —cs 0%% hy,” said 

he, ‘6 your Conjecture may be 11g, but the 

tory as 1t h.s beep told you 1s believe] ip 

‘hese ports, and no one 3cquamte! with it wil 
settie ear the spot | was once id great an anne. 
ever «f these ‘hings as you appear to be, bat my 
drobts have been muck shaken by what 1 am now 
ong to late. — About fi-¢ years ago, I wasout 
fishing nila very late hour one beantful Md- 
summ+ Eve The moon was shining clearly. and 
[ was b-rnang ta fe) weidried and drowsy, + en, 
of a sudden, 1 saw batore me a ship wth her ails 
set, mak ng her wav agamst the raging stream, 
‘hrongh a are fF the rapid that notiung wa Lf or 
pel ngimg 19 this world could stem for an instant, 
I thought that [ had been sleeping, and. what [ 
had seen was in a dream, and thinking it such, I 
made no mont:on of it ty ‘mv wife or any other 
nerson, A few days afier, I was attacked by a 
severe iliness, whic | attributed to my frequent 
expos:re to chilling damps when employed m 
might fishing. However, ina while /1 recovered, 
and the dream, as I thought it, had nearly passed 
fram my memnry, when by a singular chance, the 

[succeeding Midsummer Eve, I happened to he at 

nearly the very same hour; when I-agaia beheld 

['n's second appearance ‘strangely affected me, | 
h>d’ not been s'eeping, neither had my imagine 
tt 'n been heated by intoxication from liguor, a [ 
never indulge nts use § and it seemed as though 

a curse attended ts sight, for I was seized with 
the same illness as before, nnly differing from that * 

ar d since then [ have never handled, nor will [ 
attempt to use while in this part of the country 8 
fishline on Midsummer Eve. Yu yourselt my 
judge whether I have not had sufficient reason” 

To be Continued. 
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~The next time 1 saw. my friend the 

at the good women’s elucidation of what I 

small degree. Her husband smiled, bug in 

of a supernatural cast wherever I beard 

the same occupation, in the same place, and at 

the ship just 3s I had seen it that night twelvemonth. 

by its greater severity © I have not made knowa 
th* circumstanee to a I'ving soul save yoursell; 

Fredericton, where Blanks, Handbills, &c. cin b¢ | 


