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The « olobing Report of the Commis sion. 
ers for ascertaining the bosses occasioned 
the latz destructive Fires, is is Published 
order of His Excellency the Licutenant-Go- 
werner. 

Fo. His Excellency Major General Sir | 9 
‘Howarp Doucras Bart. Lieu. 
1enant-Governor and Commander in 

Chief of the Province of New-Bruns- | 
wick &e. &e. &c. 

The Report of the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to enquire into the losses sustained 
by means of the destructive Fires in this 

Province in the month of October 1825, 
under the Act of Assembly 7th George Iv 
Chapter 1. 
A competent nvmber of the Coamititis. 

ers-in pursuance of your Excellency’s di. 
rections, habe made the examinations requir- 
ed by the Act in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the Fires in three different parts of 
the Province, where the greatest destruction |. 
occurred, namely at Miramichi, at Fredenic- 
ton, and on the River Oromocio, 
In conducting these examinations the Com 

missioners required the party who had sus- 
tained the lost, or the agent of such party, to 

specify under oath the losses actually sus. 
tained, and this statement to be corroborated 
by two credible persons, neighbours of the 
patty or otherwise possessing means of in- 
formation on the subject, who where requir: 
ed 10 declare, under oath, their belief of the 
losses having been actually sustained as stai- 
ed by the applicant—and in order 10 fa- 
ciliate and expedite their proceedings, the 
Commissioners caused Blank forms of ex. 
aminaiions to be printed, one of which 1s 
bereunto annexed for your Excellency’s in- 
formation — This form has been pursved with 
but very few excepiions, which will appear 

in a list of Special Cases, hereinafier referred 
(0,-- = 

The Commissioners being anxious to give 
full effict 10 all the safeguards against impo-| 
sition, provided by the Legislature, were 
careful during the examinations to promul- 
gate the clauses of the Act which render false 

swearing in any of these examinations liable 
io the pains of perjury, and which exclude 

from any share in the charitable Funds, any 
claim which shall appear, 10 have been in. 

tentionally made, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing, more, than a just compensauion ; and 
they have the sausfaction to state that but 
ene instance has occurred in which they have 
found 1t necessary to exclude a claim on this 
ground. 

The Commissioners thought it proper to 

te fix the sum of twenty pounds as the li 
mit below which they would receive no proof 
of loss---on the principle that wheie the loss 
did not amount to this sum, the applicant 

would 1n ail cates have received full relief 
from the distributions already made. -.- 
No proof of loss was admitted arising 

from the destruction of Timber or Wood, 
standing in the Forest from the obvious im- 
practicanility of ascertaining 1t wath preci- 
sion, although such losses were sustained to 

an iramense amount, 
The examinations having been zomple-ed 

the Commissioners all repaired to Frede.jc- 

tom, in pursuance of Your Excellency’s re- 
buisition, and according to the directions 

of the Act, H. G. Clopper Esq. baving 
been, 1n the latter state of the examinatiuns, 

appointed by your Excellency a Commis 
sioner in the room of the Honorable George 

Shore who bad been compelled to resign in 
cen eguence of the pressure of the other Pub 
lic duties, rendering him unable 10 continue 

his attention 10 the business of the Commis 

sion. 
The result of these examinations appear in 

the several lists of cases in the respective Dis- 
tricts, annexed to this report in which are 

detailed the names and occupaiians, of th: 
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the losses proved i in ndbe Dine wer as fol | 
[lows : 
50 ra 3 Tad £7109 o ob 

6 Professions Mea . 
244 Farmers 
go Lumberers 6.034 6 2 

63 Labourers 7.014 8 5 
21 Tavern Keepers 10,423 9 3 
28 Widows & Single Wo. 

m:n 5358 8 6 

£193.339 1+ 8 
From the Fredericton list it appears that 

the losses proved there being principally 

from the Conflagration within the Town 
(with some cases from the po: sod were as 
follows : 

16 Merchants & Tra. ..... . +. 
ders L12,3 of ) 16 11 

22 Merchants & Traders 6 y 9 10 11 
2 Professional Men 1,402 35 2 

3 Farmers 610" 2 6 
8 Lumberers 1,329 18 10 

11 Labourers 1,263 7 © 
2 Tavern Keepers 2,368 11 6 
3 Widows & Single Wo- | 

| men 551 18 6 

£26,794 1 4 
From the Oromocto list it appears that the 

lcsses proved in that District, were 
24 Farmers £5491 14 3 

There is also annexed 10 this Report a 
list of special cases not proved in the regu 

lar form,/which the Commissioners never- 
theless recommended as proper, to be in- 

disposal of your Excellency.--- 
This list contains ihe foilewing cases from 

the County of Charlotte, 
6 Farmers Li1187 4 0 

It not having been thought necessary 
for the Commissioners to repair to thai 
part of the Country these cases are subsian. 

ficates of Magistrates, and other weil known 
respectable mdividuals, acquatnted with the 
circumstances of the respeciive cases..-.- 

There are also on 1his list, the following 
cases from Miramichi which from circum: 
stances explained, to the satisfaction of the | 
Commissioners, the parties did not prove ir 
the usual manner, but which they are saushed 
are entitled 1o relief, viz, 
rt W dow 

1 Lumberer 

2 Farmers 

Le21 15 © 
70 © © 

975 oc 

Total special cates 2253 12 © 
It is proper to add that the foregoing 

statements do not include all the loses sus. 
tained, some individuals who suffzred did 
not come forward to prove their Joss, several 
Public buildings were also destroyed, and’ 
three Ships, in the River Miramichi, which 
are not included in the above amount, besides 
the very great destruction of private proper- 
ty in the Forests, 

It beiag a part of the duty of the Com: 
missioners prescribed by the Aer of Assem 
bly to preseat to your Excellency, together 
with the losses, a sclieme for the disinbution 
of the Funds placed in your hands, for the 
relief of the sufferers, and remaining undis- | 
posed of--.there have been laid before he 
Commissioners, by your Excellency’s direc- 
(tons, as data for enabling them to firm such 
a Scheme, a statement of the Funds re- 
maining for distribution, and statements from 
the principle scenes of distress, of the sums 
and supplies already received and distribu 
‘ed in the respective Districts, By am Ac 
count laid before the C ‘ommissioners and 
annexed to this Report, it would appear tha 

68,058 4 01 : 

cluded in the distribution of the Funds ai hel 

tiated to their sausfaction, by the cern. 

| 
£1066 15 0 

Lion a shall ‘be pleased to 

[direct pit en “however, that 

| the precise amount of the Subscriptions in 

| England, has not yet been ascertained, and 

retuens are not yet. rectived from all the 

Rr in this Province of the Bubscrip 

(tions made therein, 

The Commissioners suppose that your 

Excellency will think it proper to direct an 

accurate and complete account or all the va. 

| rious donations and contributions to these 

charitable funds, and of the manper in which 

the same have beén dispos=d of, to be pub- 

[ished as soon as praciicable, ¥ 

From statements made by the Miramichi 

Committee, it appears that up 10 the 1% 

of June 1826, there had been received as 

follows : 
Amount of supplies from Halifax. exelusive 
of money per Invoice,  L'2567 18 o 
Dito from Quebec,(freight 
iocluded) 5157 8 11 

Ditto from St. Jobn N. B, 
St. John, N. F. St. An- 

‘Do. Yarmouthi 50 © o 
De. Liverpool, 

(Eng.) 2000 0 © 
Do. Annan, 33 11 7 
Do. Alloa, 93 o o 
Exchange on 

21264 11 7,236 5 83412 17 3. 

L15738 4 2 

Add this sum received 

from Glasgow, Bristol, 
N. Shields, and Sun- 

derland, per letter of 
Secretary of Miram- 

chi Committee, 1 4060. 
siechog, 

Amt. of Draft in favor of , 

Mr. Joplin on the Pro- 

vince Treasurer, to ena- 

ble the Miramichi Com- 
mittee to purchase Grass | 

400 Seeds, | o © 

£17,800 8 7 
They appear to have expended as follows . 

Relief granted 10 3540 Sutlerers. 

This Committee also state that upwards 
of s1x thousand pounds were expended | in the 
relief of that class of sufferers whose dis- 
tresses arose from the loss of employmen. 
and In inability to leave the place, their loss 
of property by the heey not exceeding in 
most cases 1 wenty Pounds each. 
The following statement of the Fredericton 
Fund 1s made by the Central Commitee : 

Toul amount of Subscrip- 
tion List, £632 16 10 
Not yet paid, 78 1 4 

© Lss415 6 

drews, and other parts of 
the Colonies, without In- 
voice, 4600 o o 

Lu 2,325 6 11 
Amt. of Cash from Ha- © 

fax, £650 eo o 
Do. Central 
Commitee, 250 0 © 

Stock. Cash. 

Liz2015 1781 17 o! 
Paid talance 

of Debt con- 

tracted by the 

old Com, af- 

ter expending 

the sums sub- 

scribed at Mi- | 
ramichi, 175 10 2 
Paid Contin-. 
gent expences 527 © © 
Balance in hand 310 6 11 gas 10 3 

L19,325 6 11 3412 17 3 

A — a sna 
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" the Oromocto Committee £ 
ubscriptions in ‘the County of § 
for the relief of the vallercer on = eid 
mocto and its branches, the greater par of 
which has been collzcted and distributed, 

The Commissioners now. proceed to make 
suggestions 10 your Excellency for the pro- 
per distribution of the remainder of thece 

‘most grateful emotions throughout the Pro- 
vince, and tell so much both for British 
and American Benevolence, 

The Commissioners sensibly feel the re- 
bivonsibilite, which dwells upon all concern 
ed in this distribution, ro dispense the boun- 

iy, for the purposes contemplated by the 
Donors. Alibough the Law. has authori- 
zed the Commissicners to ascerain all the 
losses which were sustained from the calam. 
itous fires that caused such sweeping deso- 
latiom, it does not follow that every ‘indivi- 
dual who came forward, to prove a loss, is 
therefore either entitled 10, or wished to ob- 
\tain @ partion of the charny, 

“I'nere can be no doubt indred that ma- 
ny persons proved their losses principally 

witha view of showing the amount of luss 
sustarped, 

The ruling principle in the distribution 
of every dona ten, must be the intention of 
he donor ; s «nd 10 the present case, it is con- 
ceived, that there are many persons whose 
losses have been proved before the Comunns. 
stoners, who are not of a description of suf- 

ferers tbat any of (he donors 11tended 10 

relieve by their contnbutions, 
missioners think that the actual and indi. 

dual distribution of the charity can only be 

made, upon a knowledge of be circumjtan- 
ces and condi ron of each sufferer, and tfere- 

fore must be performed by local Commpitees 
who possess. or may easily obiain ths fnow- 
ledge, upon such principles, and unde such 

regulations, as your Excellency may|hink 
Ti proper to lay down for their. fg 

and that the duty of ithe Commissions, in 

{confined to suggesting general prindples of 

distribution for the consideration pf vour 
Excellency, in whose hands.and under whose 

control, the Funds have been plated for 
disposal, 

The Commissioners in the first place re- 

commend that there be recerved from imme. 

diate distribution, a sum that will enable 
vour Excellency to make provision fur 
persons wno have been made w dows, or or- 

phans, or become maimed and disabled bv 
mans of the fires, and for other desuture 

cases that may not be included within toe 
examinations of loss of property, or that me) 
he proper objects. for future and con: inucd 
relief, 

It appears to the Commissioners, under a 

view of all the Circuipstances, that 18o00/. 1s 

a proper sum for tinmedaie distribution, and 

‘hat the remainder of the Furds on hard, 

rogetier wit any other ‘montes that may 

| Ad Doni from Si, | 
et ny 

Potatoes, &~. from Clare, "on me 
N. S. exclusive of a quan. 

(tity sent to the Oromaeio 25 12 
Flour'd Fish from St. John 15 16 k 

Disbursed by the Commit. £46 4 E tee 10 20th June 1826, Bae s 4 
, Balance 

The Following sidtement has JE de by 

Supposed amount received £170 4 
from Sz. John in Cloth- 
ing, Provisions, &e. 300 0 o 
Cash received fiom Ceniral 
Cominitice, 50 © © | 

£820 4 2 

extensive charities, which have excited the 

The Com. 

his particular, is ob iously and redessart! y 
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