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J'koM THE LONDON LITERARY }'cils us, in dcscribing the megociations with [ther Buonaparie had expressed any dissais- 
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Narrative of the surrender of Buonaparte 

and of kis Residence on board H. M.S. 

Bellerophon ; with a Detar of the prin 

tipal Events that occurred in that Ship, 

between the 24th May and 8th August, 

1815. By Capt. F. L. Maitland, C. 

B. 8vo. pp. 248. London, 1826. 

Colburn. 
This is narrative of great historical and 

personal interect, and will, as far as it goes. 

serye as an authentic standard by which tv 

estimate the character of Buonaparte, especi- 

a'ly at the last pinch of his adverse fortune, 

as well as the characters of those who fol 

Jowed him at that period.—The statements 

of a British officer and man of honour, like 

Captain Maiiland, can be implicitly re- 

lied upon ; and, were it otherwise, there 1s so 

distinct and obvious a tone of .truth and 

candour in these pages, that even if publish- 

ed anronymously, it would, we think, have 

carried along with it a perfect conviction of 

the accuracy of the facts related. At all 

events, this is a work which must be taken 

out of the common routine of modern pub. 

lications. It is not the flippant noval of the 

day —ror tie amusing travel —nor the en- 

tertaining biography, which, touching so ma- 

ny poinis and persons known to the reader, 

makes him, as it were, eae in th book ; bu: 

a production which, besides graufying the 

curiosity of the passing time, must last as a 

memorial for future ages, and from a con. 

necting link in these annals which transmit 

to posterity a3 knowledge of the extraordina 

yy events which the existing generation has 

Lved to witness, With this exordium, 

we shall direct attention to rhe principal 

matters recorded by Caprain Mestland. 

When Buonaparte fl=d from Paris to Ro. 

chefor, several plans of escape to America 

were proposed to him ;% but the vigilance 

of the Briush cruisers rendered them ail im- 

practicable. Am ng other ruses 1a mislead 

the latter, ibs comnander of tae Belleropoen 
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me to say, he 
I————— mrt en tm em cen 

busband. we} In bom the conversation 
above mentioned, she became extremely 
warm in speaking of Napoleon, saying, « 1, 
deserves nothing at our hands ; and, indeed, 

hm— 
“ During the above mentioned conver. 

(satron, I asked Las Cases, whzre Buonaparie 
then was P hse replied, ¢At Rochefor: ; 1 
left kim there yesterday evening.” Ger. 
Lallemand, then said, ¢ The emperor lives 
at the hotel in the Grand Place, and is now 
so popular there, that the inhabitants assem. 
bleevery evening in point of the house, for the 
purpose of seeing him, and crying Vive |’ 
Ewpersur! * I ithen asked how long 1t 
would take 10 gapthere, Las Cases answer- 
ed, ¢ As the ide will be against us, it will 
require five or six hours, Why these false 
statements w=re made, I cannot pretend to 
say : but it 1s very certain that Buonaparte 
never quuited the frigate or Isle d” Aix, af 
ter his arrival there on the 3d of July. 
General Laliemand took occasion to ask 
me if I thought there would be any risk of 
the people, who might accompany Rucra 
parte, being given up to the government of 
France : I replied, ¢ Ceriainly not; the! 
British government never could (bink of do | 
ing so under the circumstances contemplat- | 
ed in the present arrangement.” | 

“ At three in the morning of the 26th of 
July, Capiain Sartcrius returned from Lon 

| dos, having carried my desparch announc 
ing Buonaparte’s in ention to embark in the 
Bellerophon, and brought with him orders 
for me to proceed 10 Plymouth Sound. 
We immediately got under weigh, accom- 
panied by the Myrmidon and Slaney. 
While heaving the anchor up Las Cases 
‘came upon deck, when I told kim the ship 
| was ordered to Plymouth, supposing; 1f he 
‘thought it 1equisite, he wool acquaint his 
master, Soon after the ship was at sez, 
Madame Berirand made ber appearance, 

| when she auackedqeme wih some warmib 
for having neglecied 10 acquaint Buonaparte 
with the orders I had ‘received, and told me 
‘be was excessively offendsd. As she had 
‘once or twice before, when every thing did 
‘not go exactly as she wished, held the same 

— 

faction, and; if so, to come to an explanaiton 
with him 5 as, though I was inclined to 
treat him wich every proper consideraiicn, it 
was never my attention to be looked pon as 
responsiti- to him for my movements : I 
therefore told Las Cases what she had said. 
and requested he would ascertain whether 
Napoleon really had felt displeased, He 
immediately went into the cabin, and on his 
return assured m= that there must have been 
some mistake, as nothing of the Kind had (a 
ken place.” 

The whole comduct of ‘his dame was suf. 
ciently outre, independently of the grand 
attempt to thisow herself overboard. On 
this occasion Capt. M. relates — 
“1 went into Madame Berirand’s cabin 

I asked her how she could be so inliscree: 
as 10 attempt to destroy herself 7 ¢ Oh ! 
I im driven 10 desperation,’ she sid + 1] 
do not know what todo; I cannor per- 
«wrde my husband toremain behind, he being 
determined (0 accompany the Emperor 1 
St. Helena.” She then ran into a grea’ 
dezl of abuse of Napcleon, szying, ¢ If his 
ends are served, he does not care what be. 
comes of other people.  ¢ Tis true he has as. 
ways given Bertrand lucrative and honora. 
ble suuations, but the expence attending 
them 1s such, that it impossible 10 save mo 
ney ; and he has never given him a grant 
of land, or any thing that permanently ber. 
tered our fortune.” (Un another occasion. 
she came into the cabin which I occupied 
when I was writing, and afier exacting - 
promise of secrecy towards the remainder of 
the suite, she entreated I would take measire. 
to prevent her husband fiom accompany ing 
Buonaparte, and begged me to write a lecic, 
in her name to Lord Keith, induce hin 
to wierfere. I told her it would appear 
extremely officious in me to write vn such 2 
subject, but that any thing she chose to pa 
on paper I would deliver to his lordsh: . 

language, [ determined to asceriain whe- 
She did write, and I carri-d he letter ; bu 
bis lordship declined ering, desiring 

pak | og] dled is not one of his people who would 
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tyou may depend upon it, I will enter ino 

means you obtained your information,” 
They then told me, that one of them had been 
in the quarier gallery, and overheard all she 
said.” ; 

Agia : when Lord Keith visited the 
the prisvner, afier he ¢ came out of ihe ca- 

parie’s sutie, who were collected in the stare 
F om. 

anc intered 1610 conversation with him, say« 
ing what she had repeaied to me a hundred 
times, that it weuld be the height of irjus. 
tice to send them to St. Helena, and endea- 
ing to persuade hum to interfere in pievent- 
ing ber husband at least from going, should 
Napclecn be sent there, During the whole 
of the 29th of July it rained incessantly, 

to see how she was, and found her in bed. land notving wrth relating took place.” 
But Madame B. has rather tempted us 

t1 forward 10 anucipaie ithe narrative, and we 
must fallback from the English tothe French 
coast. On receiving Buonaparie, Capt. 
M. States — | 
“1 said to Monsieur Eas Cases, I pro- 

pose dividingithe afrer-cabin/in two, tha: the 
ladies may have the use of ane part of it, 
* If you allow me to give an opinion,’ said 
he, * the emperor will be better pleased 10 
nave the whole of the afier-cabin 10 himself, 
as he 1s fond of walking about, and will 
vy that means be atle otake more exercise,’ 
[ answered, ¢ As it is my wish to treat him 
with every possible consideration while he 1s 
Lon board the ship I command, § shall make 
any arrangement you think will be most 
agreeable 0 mm.” This is the only con- 

h= ce0in 3 and 1 am the more pariiculi in 
~#t «gt, 2s Buenapare has been desciibed, 
in some of th: public jeurnals, as having ta- 
en posse:sion of it In a most brutal way, 
saying, * leat ou rien pour moi’—all or 
aotbing for me. I here, therefore, once 
ior alk teg to state most disiancily, that, 
«m the ame of his coming on board my 
1p, to the period of his quuting her, his 
conduct was invariably thay of a gemleman ; 

no such engagement until I know by what 

bin, he remained some (ime with Buona.’ 

Madame Berirand diew him aside, + 
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