
MIDSUMMER EVE. 
A TALE OF THE OTTAWA. 

This ‘man’s relation arrevted my levity 
and strongly. impressed itself on my imagina- 
tion. I Xue: him too well, to suppose he 

“upon me ; or that it was t 
5 ‘scence of a disordered fancy was equally im- 
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: words, the more inexplicable 1 thoug 
/ ~ story, till ‘I at length resolved on having. 

‘removed ‘or determined, by watching myself 
ythe next Midsummer Eve, which was not 

far distant, When I informed the fisher 
wan of my intention; he decidedly and 
warmly disapproved of it, and strenuously 

endeavoured to prevent me from putting i 
in _praguice; observing withal, that he was 
worally certain I would suffer by my teme. 
rity, Bile ‘his words being as the were, in 

! - opposition ta, served only to more firmly 
3 fix my determimation, and in truth, I began 

to waver in: my opinion of his veracity, 
from the supposition that he wished to pre | 
vent my detection of what I was inclined 
somehow to think an imposition. 
When the eventful night acrived, I lef. 

‘my companions with the ostensible purpose 
of trying my luck at night fishing. Ou 
. arriving at my sation, scated apyself with 
my loaded gum in my hand —& precaution 
I merely took to secure myselFagainst the 
quondam visit ef any ing beast of 
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sprey ‘from the forest behind =-at the foot of 
© “a large rock, whose summit was crowned 

by a stunted pine, in the dark shadow of 
which I 'was eavelopel beneath, The river 
io front of me ran smoothly over a shelving 
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| 10 depth for about twenty yards from the 

| shore, where commenced a line of rocks and 

3 raging surf that extended quite across to 
: the oppesite side, attended with a bellowing 

~  dinthat was peculiarly horrible in the still- 
@ess of night. Fie 4 | 

The moon did not rise till a late hour, and 
“then her light was overcast and partially lost 

phere, from which, shining at times, caused 

“ment than: at others ; and the occasional 
rushing sound of the wind sweeping through 

“the » the dark mass of trees"in my 
rear, together with: the distant, and often 
wear bowl of a prowling wolf, impressed me 

| hashed, and all around me to glow with an 

wild efferve.| well theic white drapery as it floated in the 
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| ters seemed sometimes 10 be far more vehe- 
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pid ‘seemed to be entirely 

{long and’ prelonged ‘shout as of exultation, 

» 1 raised my hea 
and indeed saw, or funcied I saw, ash 

bearing gallantly up through the midst of 

were set, and her decks crowded with peo. 

the after part of the vessel, and le: 
the bow, losked carnestly into the water, 
and then, by the tone of ibn 2 
ed to communicate with him on the lookeut. 

Except the person arrayed in scarlet, 
there was nothing extraordinary or peculiar 
in the dress or demeanor of the others. 
There were females on board, for I noted 

breeze ; and they kept walking to and fro 
Jon the quarter deck, sometimes singly and 
at others in groupes. There was a crowd 

persons /in the waste of the ship, where all 
was hurry and confusion, and blows and 
4 Afr appear to predominate for a 
while, Loud peals of laughter would burst 
ford frequently, interrupted by lamenting 
strains oF moni music, which would be 
sicc ded "for some moments by a deathlike 
silence, during which all was motionless and 
still ; and then the same uprour, mingled ‘with 
wailing and sorrow would commence again. 

“Torches would gleam with a strange fit. 
ful brightness round a spot where seemed 

woman, whose earnest gaze was fixed cn a 
lovely child at her feet; and the flash of 
steel in the torchlight, indicated that warri. 
ors with bared weapuns were mingled in the 
throng. ZA 

[ followed this apparition with my:eyes, 
as it kept on through the fuaming billows and 
rocks, till with another terrihe and loog. 
continued cry —thatcry Ohy Ged ! I canne- 
ver forget! —it melied away, and vanished 
from my sight I know net how.~<A 4d the 
darkness returned, and the rapid resumed 
its roaring, the wind again moaned among 
the bending trees, and all was as before, 

Whilst this vision lasted, which it did 
for the space of two or three minutes, xy 
faculties were absorbed in an intensity of 

ledge of stone, and :not more than six inchesjcontemplation ; but when it had past, actu- 
|ated by an impulse which I canaot define, 
[ started up, and in a frenzied agony made 
the air resound with my shrieks and voc i- 
ferations, till, as if struck an overpowering 
blow by an unseen hand, I sank senseless on 

The morning sun had been shining for 
som¢ hours, when I found myself extended 

in the floating depsity ofa cloudy aimes-lon the earth some distance from my seat of 
the preceding night, a slight cut in my tem- | 

a lund of flickering miskiness, that gave tofple, which I suppose was from Falling 
every ‘object a frightful indistinctness of ex-1against a stone, and my gun siill fast élench-{ 

ed in my hand, 
tocrawl home to our establishment, whence | 
was sent down to my friends in Montreal 

dance ; ‘and I rose from a sick bed, afier 2 
confinement of six months, emaciated in per- 

g over |’ 

stationary the majestic figure of a beautiful | 

jand the same 

I had just strength left me] _ 

stesiction as it appdared to me.~So it is 

evident, no prior idea had been enter@ined 
by the faguldies of retention, But the mar- 
vel of this wonderful apparition did not 

Twenty years afierwards, some commer- 
cial transactions accasioned me te make a 
| voyage to Barbadoes, The night before 

.. A man in red apparel stood out at|we made Carlisle bay, in which Bridge: 
E» PELE | rowin, the Capital of the Island is situated ; 

as our vessel was standing on under easy 
sail, I was leaning against the taffrel on the 
quarter deck, enjoying the freshness of the 

¢- | night breeze, which the sultry heat of the 
day in these warm latitudes makes so desi- 
rable, and which, in the present instance, 
was rendered delicious by the perceptible 
aromatic fragrance wafied from the shore, a 
characteristic of the vicinity of the West 
India Islands remarked by all seamen. 
The moon shone with a’ clear and mellow 
light in an unclouded heaven, and tinged 
with her silvery bpams the glistening sails 
of our vessel, whose’ slow progress through 
the briny flood, was auended by a rippling 
noise, the only break on the silence around, 
and bad a pleasing effect on the ear at such 
a lovely moment the heavenly calmness of 
which disposed my mind to serene me? ira. 
dom. The various events of my past life 
revolved ‘in quick succession before rye. 
when the fact of its being Midsummer ¥ ye 

tain recollection of my advent, re ar the 
Longue Sault of the Onawa ver in Cara. 

Ga. I became soon enw apt in a train of 
‘Dental reasoning on the ‘ynaccountableness 
of that circumsrance, undil a loud cry which 
L too well rememh sored, roused my atiention : 

: s'4ip with the samie crew, and 
exact never ¢ particular as I bad seen her 
that night twenty years before, swept past 
me wha swiftness that hurried her from 
my ¢iew ere reflection could. be brought 
Loto action, and enable me to form either 
{an idea or a conclusion. But so strongly 
was | impressed with the reality of what | 
had seen, that I. turned to the man at the 
helm, and asked him if he had seen or heard 
any thing unuspal, he replied that he had 
observed a light in the sea at some distance, 
and fancied be beard at the same time a 
strange kind of cry, but could not account 
for either. I likewise taquiind of the 
watch on deck at the time, and they gave a 
similar statement to that of the helmsman, 
This second appearance of the spectre ship 
was to me attended with the same conse: 
quenceas the first ; and it was the uimost ex- 
ertion of the highest medical skill and atten 
tion that rescued me from the grave. And 
[ bave a presentiment that if ever I am 
cursed with another sight of that ghostly 
vessel and her spectral crew, it will antici- 
pate the quick approach of my dying hour. 
| CC ] *H, * 

sle St. Helens, May, 1826. 
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FUNERAL CEREMONIESIN CHILL 
Be the benefit of proper medical atten:| The burial of the dead in Chili is most 

indecently performed, even with persons in 
good circumstances. A shell is brought from 

son, and a prey to mental agitation. | the church, in which the body is laid almost 
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encériainient is laid ott for them, in wie 

the crowd asembled round ron is dig. 
iwibwied a number of glass lanthorns figeg 
pom staves, each furnished with 4 igh 
candle, and the people carry them ‘upon 

cedes the procession in a slow step, and js 
followed by the friars chaunting loudly ihe 
Requiem : these are succeeded by (he 
priests in their tunics, before whom the tall 
wiix candles and silver chalices are borne 
thén comes the body, carried in the shell, 
upon a litter supported in the hand of the 
bearers, the shroud being held by the nearest 
relatives ; his intimate friends succeed, and 
another crowd, carrying larithorns, closes 
the p Arrived at the Church, 
the body is uncovered, and exposed to the 
crowd while the service is read and mag 

hed : no soener are all retired from 
. than the sexton, who has prepared 

the hole before-hand, unceremoniously tor. 
ses the corpse out of the sell, and throwing 
over it a quant; of Lite, proceeds to cover 
1t with earth, while two assistants with hea. 
vy wooder, rammers beat dows all theearth ; 
the body mast consequently be squeesed 
and ‘oroken in a manner that shocks our no: 
ons of delicacy. The cost of such a fu. 
neral is from 500 to 1,000 dollars, includ. 
ir,g the masses that are afterwards said for his 

{ soul, 

Flax Spinning Machine,—A newly in- 
vented article of this description is now at 
Tammany Hall, N. York: The machinery 
is by no means complicated ; the flax is 
pun with great rapidity, and received by 
he spool wih much regularny ; the move- 
ment of the feeders iv easy and cerrect, and 
the number of spools way be increased at 

pleasure. The whole is werthy of the in- 
genious projector. 
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ATTENTION! 
ALL persons indebted to the 
Subscriber by note or otherwise, 
are hereby pagiotarly request- 
ed to make immediate pay- 
ment, forthesums due by them 
are absolutely required to ena- 
ble him to satisfy his creditors, 
GEORGE K. I.UGRIN. 

8 Oct. 1826. » 

The N.B. ROYAL GAZETTE, ispublised e- 
very Tusspay, by GEO K LUGRIN, Printer 
to the K1n6’s Most Excellent Majesty, .at his Of 
fice in Queen Street, over Mr Sipor’s Store, 
Fredericton, where Blanks, Handbils &c. can be 
struck off at the shortest notice. 

CONDITIONS. 

The price of this Paper 1s Sixteen Shillings pef 
andum (exclusive of Postage)--sthe whole to be 
paid in advance kok 

Advertisements not exceeding Fifteen Lines will 

be inserted for Four Shillings and Six pence the first 
and One Shilling and Six pence for each succeeding 
Insertion. Advertisements must be accorfipanied 

{ with Cash and the insertions will be regulated ac- 
cording to the amount 1eceived. 

Agents for the Gazette. —St. John, H. N.H 
Lucrin, ; St. Andrews, James Canrprll 
Esq ; Miramichi, J. A Street, Esq. ; Westmort 
land, E. B Basan is Sit Jane 
Tiveey, Esq.; G own, C. P. WernoRY 
Esq. ; For Woodstock and Nosthampton, Tu# 
Mas Puirpirs, Esq, | 
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