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equally 10 both cases ; and I mow intend tol an event which should only be amticipared 

— 

» 

7 

andl feel myself bound 10 say, that those who 

FROM THE NQVASCOTIAN. - 

CUSTOM HOUSE QUESTION. 

Ma rio This was unguestion. 

ably the grand aicsa upon which the talen: 
of tve House wis par forihyrand in which! 

debaung club oration—not the ornaments. 
and metaphors’ in which a yeung spouter 
would deck biz maiden speech—but that 

which tells updn the understanding, and kin- 
dies the hear: toa respontive echo---springs 
only from areal feeling- a thorough and honest 
conviction of the eause which it advocates. 
It cannot be feigned, for unless the heart 
feels there 1s ne wnspiration — it cannot be 
summoned at will, for it rather leads than 
obeys. - Wherever therefore you sce in a 
public Amembly men highly animaied in 
their address ~when words flow and images 

| mot much short of the annual expense of the 

ste Ban. 

~The rewdrns submited by the’ ethcers of 

Excellency to the Assembly, show that the 
amount collected for the three past years, even 
in the depressed ‘state of our commerce, was 

establishment as ordered by the Comdis- 
$ionzrs to be pad from the amountof duties 
~=if ap average was struck from the maxim. 
mum of fees collected at he Deparimen: 
for the seven past years that it would con: 
siderably exceed that allowance, and the 
following fact is te be specially weighed, that 

would have nearly equalled in. Viewing, 
then the Province as one bedy-poliic ; asa) 
“emmynity possessing one general and | 
inseparable interest -itmay safely be asserted’ 
that the mational wealih bas rather been be. 
nefitted than injured by the change, 
In addition te this view it must not be 

winked: at, that the return of fees would. 
encrease for the future, in direct ratio, with 
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you may fairly conciude that be speaks as be 
believes ; and that he ts come like Othello 10 
tell God’s truth. Duringthe dis. ussion of the 
Custom HouseQuestion, I applied these reflec. 
tiens to the msnnér of ihe dff-ren oraiors , 

took the lead ‘on the Goverament and op 
posifion side seemed 10- be equally sauisfied 

Tae question was viewed by them in a 
two-fold character first, as a measure of po- 
licy, and secondly as aimatier of right. It 
was. the strong hight cast upon both these as 
pects which give ihe opposition a majority 
-=-but in my epinien they failed in reasoning 
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divest the discussion of all the forensic co 
louring in which it. has hicherto been pre- 
sensed to the public mnd, and to offer a 
short. and condensed view of the point in 
dispute, EN dr 

la the threshold it ‘must be laid down, 

Custom Department intended to benefi: the 

strances and appeals had been presented 
without number, from all the Colonies. from 
the West Indies in particular--and the very 

‘imposed at the Custom’ House ; and the 

jupen the Treasury 1s séuled-and beyond 

chet she Miiniurry i ‘se la changes in the her oc OME expenditure, snd 

the increase of foreign or domestic trade. 
lf in 1826, 300 vessels had emiered the 
port of Halifax, ard 1n 1827 the nymber 
had nsen ww 4350. the emclumen:s Hf the 
principal officers, had the old syslcm), con. 
unued is exjstence, would just hav been 
ocreased 50 per cent,-. Under the new 
system however, it matiers net whit the 
number of arrivals -whether they: be goo or, 
1000-- the ufficer canne: claim anyadd ional 
compensation-- bis salary 1s fixed --his charge 

his be dare net sep. 1 grant that the ex- 
pense of the establishmént may still be ca. 

Hous¢ Establishement 3 and if the saving in 

or jusiice. - 

for what 
General und 

number of officers at the out ports 3 ‘but thia | 

frem the wants of a growing commerce, and 
the outcry which has already been raised 
against. the caution with. which’ the Com. 
missioners have “proceeded, ix a decisive 
proof that they have no imteniien 1o.faveur 

that they will make ne apporntments un 
A they are represented to be absoluiely. indis- 

prapie | 
- But throwing altogether out of view the 

advantage which we have degived. by the. 

si | 

constitutional rights, 
sound. the: tocsin of alarm before. the citadel 
Bad been: attacked. ; for Iam oné of those 

‘Wolf’ 
ger. is nigh 

{whe 
should never.be raised. ill dan 
and threaiening death, 

abolinion of fees in our Provincial ports, | The best proof bewgver-of their wish to] 
when we proceed to estimate fhe vast “om which is annudlly ‘saved upon our. West 

Ministry, unquestionably influenced by the 
vehemence and universality of these appeals, 
determined 1n knocking off the fetters of 
Colonial servitude, to exiend 10 us the be- 
neficial operation of a system whick is now 

in the ports of ihg United Kingdom. 
* highways of Commerce ‘were 10 be 

India trade, the benefits of the late. system, 
“0 a pecuniasy pint of view, seem.i0-me at 
once 30 obvious and great, as 10 be lifter 
beyond .. all dispute... It is impoigible te 
make ary calculation. of this saving with 
such .a degree of accutacy, 3s 10 gender.it 
testimony of an indisputable character, but 

These intentions on the part of the Min- 
try were confessed hy the opposition them- 
selves. It was a chord barped -wpos in 
“every speech ; and was introduced to give 
them of intention a winning and captivating 
grace.--but in reality 10 humiliate them with 

comparnson, but the siring of Reselagions 
which were passed upon that occasion _se- | 
minded me very sirongly of the conduct of 
that French Krigtt whe in running his 

_ sapier with the sangfroid of a Cavalier, 
"through his opponent's vial, prefaced the fatal pass with a grimace a la Francaise 

‘apd ome of she mos: ebseqicous congees 
amaginable “Par donnez mos, 
votre obeissant serviteur.” Since the in 
tention was admitted to be good, the er qui | 

‘. xy follows, bas the measure itself occasioned 
any. injury --has it threwn upon the com 
munity any additienal burdes ; has it affect 
ed the general welfare and advancement ? 

These ave queries which. I shall feel extia-| 
©» erdinary pleasurc in answering. 

oy 

Je suis 

sull we bave some data upon which we may 
precced and which may conduct © a resulr 
{approximating ‘to the truth. In 1826, 262 
iwessels cleared from the different ports of 
the. Province Yor the. West Indies; cheir 
ubited tonnages was 24,058 wus, By a 
statement which was published in the papers 
it appears that in the island of Jamaica. the 
imposition of the tonnage , duty of 23. 6d.) 
per ton was about equal to the fees abolished. 

The cajculation then stands thus 3. 
262wesscls, 24,058 tonsat 2s 6di=.£3,008, 1 551 
«=a sum which 1s now entirely saved. . Bu 
I'am assured that the célculation which" 1 
have made above is far within the. cruthy.- 

© the rapacity of the officer. ; ‘and L have 
heard experienced merchamts estimate the 
saving on the West India trade” alone at 
from £5 10 £6000 per annum... To this 
there must sull be added the fees befote-ex: 
scted upen the later ColoniakTrade; orin 
Custom - House Janguage, upen the vessels 
“coastwises”’ IF all these items be added 
together, I am satishied (hat they would near- 
ly equal the entire present cost of dhe Custom 

NEW.BRUNSWICK ROYAL GAZETTE. . 
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H. M. Customs, at the instance of Hisyeur OND ports. be: brought inte the calcula: 
Vong; that the charge now made upon the | 
Revenue, is scarce equal to one half of the |. 
amount, previously collected, As a mere! 
question of pounds, shillings and pence, we, 
vot the officers of the Cust House, were 
the gainers. , 
_ But one of the grand arguments which was 
planted by the . opposition as a standard of 
de hance agaiost the antherity’ of ‘the Lords 
of the Treasury, was the extravagant sajanies 
which ‘they appointed to the principal offi. 

bad fees been collected during 1826, from cers. They jingled the changes upen ihis, the great increase which has been to our ship- and wished to make it serve ay am incania- 
ping and "to eur foreign commerce, they ti on to the spirit of discentent. Admitiing 

the charge were true, it has ne legitinyate 
beating upon the question. if they were toe 
great'and incom pe ent to eur means, a hem 
represen-ation might have been made 3 and 
1 cannot libel so intelligent a bedy by be 
lieving ‘hat they would disregard any sensi. 
bie appeal wade te their sense of equity 

jusinces + Is the assertion: corgec.-- 
were the salaries fixed 7 Did not heir 
Lordships state  dusnnetly in the Minute 
which was. .communicaied by His Exceilen. 
cys. that the late arrangement was to be con- 
sidered ds provisional and wi _permanent-- 

purpose pray has the Surveyor 
er the authari y of Government 

been prosecuting i ‘wsnon. of enquiry 
through these Colegies and the West Indies 
for fully 18 monihs 3 and why 
Lordships are ‘such advocates for: extrava- 
gance, and ‘evish, as was represented, “10 
play the Centleman™ at eur expense, did 
THAT CENTLEMAN dare to reduce some 
salarves which had already received the sang. larged by the appointment of am additional {lion of bis employerss.. We might bave {which their boon ha 
waited calmly, especially when a benefit had 
seen ‘conferred. upon us, till the system had 
been modelled and completed. ~ There is ne 
fear that. Hig Majesty’s. Ministers, while 
{the bisiary of the American. Revelution is 

in such fresh characters upen the 
ll make any. attempt to infringe our 

It'was ill-advised to 

think ._ that the of cry 

coiiciliate, and to shew that they cherish ne 
covert infention-te harass, er lord it with a 
high and overbearing hand over these De. | 
pendencies of the Crown, may be “gathered! 
frem the. Treasury _arinute, of rhe 28th 
April, which way trammived by His Ex- 
cellency. to the House. 
ed that an: average of the duties collected | 
under the Sehedule of the Free Port. Ac: 
for three years before-the 5th of January, 
1826, “should be .ascertamned ; that one | 
fourth of that sum, provided the ducies collect. 
ed under. 65. Geo.. IV. chap... 3.14 did not}let us then retrace our 
cxceell the average, should enly. bf retained 
for the payment of the salaries--and that ‘the 
clear balance .should be psd over to the 
Colonial Treasury. The practical effect of 
this regulation has been--that many 
Cusiom Heute Establishments inthe Ceo- 
lonies bave been supported for the last yeas 
out of the Revenue of the United Kingdom, 
It did net alleviate our burden, it is (rue. 
because our foreign trade received so great! 
an impetus from the new system, that the 

the charges in some of che Islands were lefijduties, as ordered by a further provision in 
the minuie, mere fully equal to meet the 
charge of the Salaries. Let this conse- 
quence however be meted. bad the amoun: | 
of duties collected under chap. 114, bean 
equal ‘only .to the average amount collected 
under the Free Port Act of 1822, which 
was about P6000--the Province would 
have paid £1500 for the suppert of our 
Custom House, and the British Govern 
ment. would have contributed the balance. 

In it, it was order- 

\ 

No wonder that we fin at the 
the Treasury. the Dibaral Sec presuming fel. 

© them ? 
one diadyantage aris. ution ‘of Salaries fp whole charge of the BR upsn y 

lows! who wopld knuckle 
I't was said too that 

ing  frem the substi 

the 
Ci House was throw 
before it was partly: borne by 
ping who came here te lead with This is an argument whick | haye 
viewed as ene that eu 
urged, Independeni'of all the (ley of good feeling, independent of the gratitud: why 

tnbey, 

alway 

if thelr 

of the: 

1s due from the Colony 10 us Paren, 1k 

vessels shou id. enter Gear 

Hannah and Margaret should sweep ing 
the ports of Liverpool and London Withoy 

House-- ind yet that the instant an Engl vessel enters Halifax the ewner sho) be 
subjecied 10 a heavy bill of eosis 
veiling. the injustice of :the els 
would the sum amount te--of - 

—
 

the 14 

were from England, and 

and to the shipownets of the mother Counry, 
None has ever gone so far as 10 dpy 

posing fees to defray th 
House. This power is conceded. I need ri 

been denied. It will not be argued that hy 

limited mn its authority by the atroduciion 

Ministry, indignant 

in’ a spirit of revenge root it up. frem ihe 
very foundation, place . their esiablishment 
(upon its former basis, and restore the fees! | 

( Could we _esist--what appeal could we 
make agatost their introduction ? We could 
not pretend inat the fees were odious or 
onerous, because we ‘have kicked again 
their abolition--we could not petition for 

without libelling oulown consistency ; and 
I can see no middle pathst. In such 2 
dilemma how would theif Lordships reason, 

supperted our officers by fees, and 4he Co- 

have complained’ of them “in particular 
instanees, but-have never denied our power 

to exact them--they ‘have beseeched us 10 
remove them in obedience te their wishes 

we applied for ene general aet to abolish a 
fees im the Colonies-and to support tus 

officers by salaries from the Piwvincial Re- 
venues--these in many places are scarce half 

the amount which our officers before levied ; 

charge us with “ap invasion of eur ‘rights, 

| —=and restore peace and tranquillity.” This 

reasoning on the part of their Lordships 
would he perfectly legitimate-+-and it weuld 

be just ; but what weuld be its conseq- 
uences The Province weuld storm from 

one énd to the ether, The ‘coalcarriers from 
Cape Breton, the fishermen from Sable, to 

Canse, the Plaister merchants in the Basi) 

arms. ; and in place: of that peaceful 2 

orosperous tranquillity which= we enjoy 
under:the present sysiem, we should have 

loud and angry curses and complanis: 
1 will yield however this mach to the 

| majority, that if the Lords wf the Treasury 

have trenched upon eur rights in the smallest 

degree, it became-us to resist the atiemply 

whatever should be the consequence. Tos 

then offers itself as the next point of eng!) 

| 
and I shall proceed 10 offer some remarks 

upen this. question, 
ESCHINUS. 

 Wherey 
Bovash shy. | 

BNC mever (6 have been | 

upen what principle of Justice 1s it; tha op, 
he | Brian Withey (being habie 10 fees <that ‘the Atlantic yf 

one farthing’ eing. demanded at the Cyyop 

my what 

vessels which entered our“ports last year, 8; 

this numbes ne : 

cludes both those. belonging to the Province, 

hat Government had the egal righ in 
e expences of the C, 

go to Law or Staryte--because ic has neve; | 

power was: either rendered negatory of j 

of the wew.system--suppose chen thai the - 
at the ingratitude with 
s been received; shouid 

the re-establishment of the present sysienr | 

** For’ more -than “halfa cepwry we have 

lonies- never questioned our authority--they 

and yet the Colonies have risen in arms and 

sgs-sexact our fees 

of Minas would almos: be ready 10 appeil 10 
and 
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