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. HOUSE OF COMMONS, Max 1. . {Liveipocl, to whom .lhis advice was com aied myself, to ihe satisfaction of the House :e.p}cm.g the formation of a ne;;\;ﬁ
R e T . 5 i t the same time that it was ad | from he charge of i bitien. | rrati s Min;s.
, : =% SPEECH. A <mumcau:c!, at the same_time ¢ | ge of overweening ambition. ) iration. It is‘now o
MR. CANNING | dressed to His Majesty, ic a letter 10 His | ey

v\ D 2 i

" Mr. CANNING rose, and spoke nearly Y
as follows : — Sir, it would be uncourteous
1 the ‘House, and ro my Right Honoura-
ble Friend, were I toallow this opportun:ty
“to pass without expressing, in as few words
“as possible, the sentiments which his speech
has excitédy or rather gonfirmed, 1 my
“mud'; and ihhm};h,_,ms, T aght .o
" have risen for the express purpose of do-
"ing o, yet, as there have been calls on me
'~ to answer questions on- different subjects,
¢~ and as I am preparedy in-the discharge of
my duty, to answer those questions, I hope

~ sansfactortly, 1 certainly. shall not fal o
" ‘express the pleasuie 1 have received from
~hearing him. To ‘begin with the more/
\ . agreeable part of my rasky ‘Whe Epeech of

»
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o4

¥

Majesty, stated first that having been onc
of the original authors of a Governmen
divided in opinion on that gquestion; he, for
e, never could concur in Administranion

excluding one party. Lord Lii'!rpﬁo. ad |

ded also his advice, or rather his @piffion, ot
the_great difhcully that would swe
Lord Liverpool's opisijor, and when
vised His Majésty to forn such

difficulties which weuld ' impede ok
was, had His - Majesty #«m‘ht % 1o adap!
he advice; For*ehoss Wi s

who were to form part of an Administration
su constituted, tocounsel suchacourseas

might bave thought would atiain.theic end.

¢

wmy Right Hen. Frieno, 1 slnﬂ’@‘lw-'ﬂ*m%«‘eichéf.‘frouil‘my‘-sovneign

greater | part of dm.speecb. I can bear

testimony that throughout the whole of cbe,i

discussions that have «aken place since Par |

| tamens sbjourned, 1 have kept up with my

.~ Right Honoutable Friend the mest constan:
. intercourse ; and throughout have I found
in him the same candour and sincerity, anc
the expression « f ihe same just feelings, and
_a uniform exhibitipn of ine_same high prin..
ciple, to which he has - laid claim in the

impracticability. What - became of that
advice is manifest by the result. It was
notacted upon ;' but for what reason™it was
not acted upon, I am not awate ; and more
than ] know, I wilk not stace.« This-d can

<ay, that from the time 1 first saw, Hi;Ma- {io0tend 10 ex=cute, such a plan of a new

to town, so far fiom seeking' o obiata th

discourse which -he-bas this night delivered.
I aswre. the, house that they mu&:mgitdgc
the position in which I bave the honout to
stand, who believe that position one of gra-
tified ambition, or as ceaveying ihe feeling
of unalloyed - satisfaction.—(Hear, hear.)
From _ the beginning of these discussion, 1

foresaw — both of us foresaw—that they nust

was to advise chat the experiment vo loudly
called for in debate in this Hbuse, and
which [ understood was intended to be
brought forward ‘in the abortive molion of
the Honourable: Member for Somersetshire,
(a- laugh;) should be“tried. I eamestly
desire that it might have met with a fair

’situa(lon in which I now stand, my first act

terminate m our mutual separation, which I

" hbpe to God may be only for a times Had
she question been merely. between my right
‘Henousable Friend-and myself, and - had i

. been. to be decided by his returement or by
amney 1 7do most solcmr;ly' declare 1 should
“haye beendecided by the latter. (Hzar, hear.)
Sin, my, Right Honourable Friend had the
courtesy-to siaie to me yesierday, his 1nten-

- tioguof making some observaiions to the
- House. on  the ."pmcnl. oceasion. 1 bhady
therefore, ,the: opportunity of doing thaty
wighout. which® I should never have been
abie <o address the House with sarisfaction ﬁ

ta myself—of asking His..Majesty’s gragi.

. ©OBS.permission to state such passages coneers-
~ ing him inthe_late discussicns, as may be

—

mecessary 10 explain my conduct, I Know|

.not.whether the House will. be surprised 1o
héar —my Right Honourable Friend will
not, for I have already stated 14 to hit'n--.ﬂ
that .when. 1 was first called upon by Hn
Hajesty for advice, in the .critical sitvation
- 10 which the  Government wes placed, aware

trial,” and I ‘declare to Ged, that there” was
nothing 1 more wished, or was nearer {0
my beart, than to step out of -the: way, 1
order that the experiment might be made
But when 1 was told that such a *Govern-

ment could not be formed, ana when 1 said

[ could not be a Member of an exclusive
Administration, or, indeed, of -any whigh

was not constituted upon the¢same princi.

ple as that of Lord Liverpool, with re;q"e’c’t

to the Catholic Question, viz. a d;viiiot

of opinion on thai question, and.as!a 'me-
¢essary consequence,-ls - not being -made :a
Cabinet measure, a totally mew- question
then arose. It was not whether Ishould or
should not remain in the . Government te+be
formed, but whether 1 should: remain amra

country’s vpinion.  God knows whether 1
cast myself * in the way -of the embarrassing
situation in which I ‘2fierwards~found my -
self.  luwas proposed 1o mey-that-an-Ad-
ministration should be reconsiructed’ mpon
thelsame. principle as that. of Liord Laver-

~for why should I disguise the faci P--of
His Majesty’s individual op'nions, 1 coun:
selled him to make the Government conform.
able :to ,those opipiens.  That counsel ne
cessarily involved my own retirement, and

¢ .' that retirement would have been made with
. awmuch more cheerful- heart, and a more
confident assurance, from the possition in
which it placed me, that 1 bad ai any
subsequent stage of these transactions.. Sir.
<inoffeiing my advice to His Majesty 1o
consiitute a Government epposed to.my opi.
nions, 1 begged lcave 1o withdraw myself, as

I could not form a part of. such Govern-
ment.  Nowy Sir,why did 1 do s ? 1.

as the House may do me the bonour to re.
wember, have .always defended, and as |
stifl 80 defend, the existeoce of an-Ad

Catbolic question, 1 wiil tell the Houge m;
reavon for so doing. Net many. jponts
ago, from guarters which 1. will. mh
sirenuous advice was addressed 4o' Hhis ‘M.
jesiy to. place his Goveroment on a-feoting
of upanimity with respect to the Catholi
‘.question, #nd that vnanimity (o be one«

'uniform Bppesivion (o that queson.  Loid

pool’s, placingsat the boad of 1ty in the same
situationas was heiar by -that Noble Lord,

some Peer holding, bis Anti- Catholic ops-

atons,  What principle was 1 then, 1n my
own person, desired tosanciion ?--1 was de-
sred <o give -my assent to this principle
 —that bolding the op\m_iom I do hold upon
the- Cathelic
Jtion for-helding the highest office the King
had to bestew. (Hear.) . I care not for

ihe extremity of the earth, rather than sub-
mit 10 a condition that ‘1 should not held
office on account of helding those opintons,
{Frm principle of exclusion would  be rext
in degree only to the exclusion of the’ Ca-
holics themselves. .

thousand times, apd ‘hive consenied o be
p;csctibtd from 1t for ever, rather tham thai

v 4a0y futuce statesmen should have had (0 exe-

~.rate my amemory for baving affixed such 4
/lot upon the- character of a quesuion, my
strenuous support of which 1 had ewer, up
.0 this time, th ught mvself free to proctaim.
(Cheers.) I bope, Sir, I nave wow vindi.

":Cb?l'g\f which some have preferred

a dividea
Government, it was not for me toestithaie the |» .
{chiefly of Caiholics,” (that is; ‘of members

“Counce llors, bt

or myself, thar it would be‘a work of difh
culty, but 1 was far Fromthinking it awerk of

‘jc:ty, down to the period at whith he um

-

Jovernment disciedtied-in-my-own 48 & the¥had vethdrawn themselves,  (Cheers,\

Question, was a disqualthca-

ofhce ; 1 wild quitany othce ; 1 will go to

Now, Sir, that was a
 {condiuon to which 1 would not, and ncver
mipistration divided in opinion upon the}vill,submic. 1 would have quitied’ office a"signa»:iom about the middie of Ihursday,and

Cheers.) My first object was to'quit of
ice aliogether, 1 was willing to retite from
sthee with the other members of the forme:
nge(nment; bur 1 was wiliing ta remair
in with them, bad I not held the B}iniom
that 1 did hoid on the Catholic Question, 1
have only to repeat, Sir, here, 10 reply to

to adopt a new course, for no | |
heen t.aken in the exceution f‘:;i.:t,d{c :
that 1s irrecoverable ; but T mug faidy g, .
your Majesty, thatif [ am lo'goon ip (hgm
'ition where you have been pleaged ¢o ph
ne, my writ must be moved for toda ‘ce
if we wait unil the holidays, 'ithom-ay’ N
'ng any definiiive steps, I see tha .

» B

FeRmALL e, (although in coarser language | hopeless for me to -attempi- 1o pme‘:::. -
iavo wmanner, Ieonfess, much less imer- | the objects I have underiaken,”. "he::
N"‘WW"“M the new Go g

not, repeat to the house, the words in which
| my Sovereign. gracivusly replied 1o this re
; pmenut§oug Lut I ma y state that he ‘avc m;
Yo dfe question of emancipation)—al bis hand to kiss, and confirmed me'iy i,
s | * spren: poffice’to iwhich 1 had been named. (1,
and repaated cheers.) These, then, §;
are- the 'steps which I really have taken:
these are the means by which T Have beey

wernment  which bas' been formed, consits

-
- &
friendly
i J & nl
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aonably, T
deliwered this evening —as if there had beer
a bmch of faith on my pari, in dealing
yu-h cbe late’ Cabinet, for not having pro-|placed in the siation I at present fill, |
M ©© my Sovereign a plan of a new [have meddled net with the conduet or ihe
 Cabinet, that should have embraced an hppiuigms‘t»f any other man, I have already .
equal portion of the supporters of boih sides | pressed my unequivacal, unqualified; appro.
of that question -1 bave to make only this|bation of the course pursued by my Righ
ieply.. The Honourable Secretary who | Honetrable Friend (Mr. Peel,) and'dfbe
| mkkes the charge, is. himself Wil informed, | capdonr with which "he bas declared himf
that L did suggest, and did endeavour and | on‘that point. ~ What have been the pringi.
ples of conduct of other ‘among my late
colleagues, - for the best’ of = reasom ud
the wisesty I do not pretend to say ; for
really I do not know them. (Hear.] Thy
condact I can only view by its resulis;
resulte which have ‘been assuredly most pain-
ful ; and 1 may truly say, 10 hey as painful
as, 10 almest every 1nstance--(every instance
I do not say, for 1 sedulously except my

Administration, (Hear, hear,)  But, Sir,
that Honograble Secretary is equally well
mformed, moreover, that when upon the
12th oprril last, T went to the chamber
af my Severeign, iniending to propose a
*phn and arrangement which should comprise
1ll the Members of Lord Liverpool’s Go-
-ernment, and embrace, therefore, an equal-
1ty. of Protestant and - Catholic votes, or ra- | Right Honourable Friend)_they were un.
ther, I should say, a preponderancy uf Pro-fexpecred.' Sir, I really knew not in what
westant voices-he is. well informed, that 4] way I bad sinned in the-eyes.of my colla.
circumstance occurred which prevented that | gues—those otker of my eolleagues, I shouid |
intention from taking effect.  Ahd was it | rathec-say— that they shoulc decline acting
wy fault, Sir, that, by any sort of concert| With-me, ~I+had- never cffeneded' them in-
I certainly will mot venture to say, but by P't;cnﬁondijv, nor did I kuow thatT"had ever
4 singular coincidenee, undoubtedly;--at thatfexcited among them unwitiingly any feeliog:
fvery time, ‘on that very day, and in thai{so hosiile or personal to me, as to be atall®
very chamber, six Protestant resignations {1 | likely to lead to this result.  (Heas, hear.}-
{¢all them Protes.ant ‘onlyin the parkance of | Between my Right Honourable Friend :
this Hause) were:putinte n\?M?‘(ch,#mvself, it is° almost: unnecessacy for me to-
hear.) Observe, Sir,-the charge ugains me | observe, that upan every - subjeet, ip every”
1s that I have organised a Government dl#ﬁcm"l‘ban call to rhind, upon all great
Catholic; as <0 115 ¥iews:upon that question, | questions of foreign or domestic polity and
having promised 1o form one that should be |egislation__thiis one -unhappy ‘question of
half and-hadf; and.my Hononsable accuser | Catholis Emancipation excepred-—thete has
sinks the indisputable fact, that the Protest- | been that sort of general agreement, that
ant half-6fthe Adninistration contemplated, { do not_believe there exists t.h'iﬁi‘id““

: : [} with whom my opinions are in'a more com-

-

e ra—

think that it is rather too hard (o charge
resignation upon their paris;as a breach of
faith upon mine. '
I beg pardon Sir; 1 have unwillingly in-
cluded in the number of these resignations my
LordMelville, and am well reminded that we
bave been (old, on the present oscasien, thar
'his’rea'ignatioa, also, was upon-the ground of
e Catholic question, of which he has al-
| waya. been asupporter.: ( Hear, hear.) Loid
{ Melvalle’s resignation 1 did net mean. .to
include in this enumeration ; so that, 1nstead
of .six, I should have said five, Protestant
resignations.  However, five Protestant re-
signations, at all events, came inio the
King's hands, within twenty-four hours ;
and ths, Bve of the members on whom |
had reckoned for the new Cabinet, were at
once- withdrawn : and, upon this state
| menf, I do-again ask, wheiher at s fair to
| impute .10 me a wilful non executian of the
orders or my Sovereign, ia the formauon of
that Cabinet ? (Hear, hear.), . But did the
'matter rest here, Sir?  l.received these re-

mot think any gueater velamigy could have
nefallen the councry than my Rigk Hon.
Friend’s secession: from -eoffice, not only
as respects his Admnisiration of tbe Home
Depacstment,. but as  regards theimpertot
share which he has so'long taken 4o the gred!
councils of the country, and the “share that
1s sull.open, and sull, I'trust tobc filled by
tim, 1n the genenkdi:ouuion of this House.
(Cheers.) > Butasto others of my late cole
leagues, 1 am not prepared to express 48 opte
nion on' the proceeding that they have adopt*
ed, beclhse of i1s motives I am mnot awarc
So far, indeed as-1 had-reason to knyvl any
thing -of their ~disposions 1n r@lllﬂ 1o
myself_1 speak ~pow lnore'p:.mcum.l,v l;‘
reference f/d ‘bf line - of foreigo Pohcyo‘
bave pursued, as: belog: that depariment

e Government with which 1 -was ':i‘:
immediately connected. ood that

. '] understoot
my officiel coaduct had reccived their 3p°
probation.

Roth in the - Cabinel and "f
e two Houses of Parliamens, ey expres
ed such f;voura‘)lc_ epinions 5 PO ‘-‘"m
chafgp myself wiih havm‘,.’by any ﬂ;"":"y
of my ewn, produced -.nmcnuuml{d e
such change.in thuse opinions a5 shou e f
led to this. unwillingness or thewr par

(* ] m (
. : L i
lhc ConduCI 0

w'thin some two-hours of the meeting of this
 House. 1 had already. given direcuons for
the moving of -the new wris—(1. ¢ for the
"'nurough,al Newport we: preauw)‘--w_h'eq L
rece'ved these resignations.  Upon recely

tng thdm, 1 said 1o my Sovereign. ¢ Here, | nowever, (0. say oothing °ff Lo | am 9%
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