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8 1: has determined (he late Memoers of that 

— 
a <8. d 

ww wore bod a’ knw them to have 

"ally provoked (Cheering \ 1 
o desired, Sir, therefore, to make no 

iY 

(ace sary to accompany the facts which | 

I r-qrisie to bring before the House, 

hve view of explaining how 1 came | 

o +his sitzation, and how 1c 1s that my late 

ycagues are no longer round me. [Hear, 
v There ‘were two topics growing 

oof the speech of my- Right Honourable 

qend, upon which he will allow me to 

ke one of two ohservations, net as I most 
ydially assure him, 10 any hostile or un 

Lasant feeling 3 but that I may set myself 

i7ht upon points, touching which he has 

soured, I think; under some degree! ot 

sanders;anding. My right Honorable 

end says, how should 11 be possible that 

en I —and F trusty Sir, that the House 

Il excuse me for the painful necessiry 

sich compels me to use this mouosyilable 
y often (hear, hear) that when I have 

jranced to the high suuaton 1n which 1 
wsiand , how should it be possible thar, 

thout saying or deing any thing actively 
od expressly to promote the success of the 
hohe Question, my moral existence; 

vertheless, ‘in that sitvanon in which | 
nd by the sancuen of my Sovereign, and 

tr contingent results, ansing out of 1, 
( for which I am not responsible ; that 

| this—that such a stare of things __should 
ot be 1n 1tselfa great moral advancement and 
promotion of that question, and that,cause ? 
Sir, | cannot deny the «ruth of the prope 
won thus intimated, to the extent at. which 
my Right Honourable Friend put it; and 

that propesition any honourable gentle- 
nwho will take the trouble to put the 

question, and the answer (0 ithe question, 
ogether, Will see that they supply the answer 
o be given to the taunts of the Honourable 
Baronet opposite, when he asks, « How 
do Gentlemen, who have hitherto differed 
fiom the Government on the q:estions.ot 
Cabulic Emancipation, consent to support 
know, when that question has acquired an 
accession of votes in te new Admanis- 
ation ?° I answer, Sir, because they see 
tbe Protestant votes in the late Cabinet re- 
tinng from the new ene, as my Right Hon. 
frend does ; they see, that the very reason 
which leaves me here, in my-present situation 
~ without any interference upon my patt (0 

produce such a state of opinions upon this 
question, in the Government. _is the reason 

Government to take their places by the side 
of the Honourable Baravet, { Cheers.] 
That state of apinions, or the state of things 
which was thus hikely to be produced, migh: 
live been a very good reason for advising 
m Sovereight not to place me bere ; and 1 
bave already shewn the house, that 1 was 
Prepared, not only to accede vo such a deter- 
Mination, but even 10 anicipate it. Bu 
were a little too much, 1 think, te say. that 
"ton shall be good for my Right Hing, 
3 nd to justify nis secession from Admin 
“iraten, and not good forme to account for 
Be position 1n which thie new-Gevernment | 
hve had te form, 1s necessarily placed. 
| beers ] If my Right Hon. Friend 
iks that he ought to take tae siep which 
he ss taken, and that hus late colleagues are 
Isabied, also, in dechning 0 act with we. 
Wy, surely, others are justified upon retire 
"Nin saying that they will support me, 
becau,e my Right Hovourable Friend and 
Vollcagues will not. And this consider. 
on wy sufhcienily explain, 1 apprehend. 

't. how it 1s that | ‘am here, and how it 1 
' my Right Honourable Friend, and 
“Wie other of my former colleagues, ar: 

nT —— 

prehend. by the ‘degree in which Cathon 

ve posqFvalons at this ime. 
than migh: 
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Gentlemen osposite, whose support of the 
new (roverpment will be measured, 1° ap 

timancipaton shall appear 10’ them to be 3 
Cabinet question or not — just: as duch a) 
th= difference beween us and my Righ 
Honourable Friend will be measured, | 

trust, by the small degree of difference which 

has hitherto existed between his view and 
wine of ihe general policy of the coamry 

Q sestion, in point of fact, with the net 
Government, a Cabinet 

[ Loud Cheering. ] It stands exactly, Sir” 
as it did in the year 1812, but in‘a part of 
the year 1812, which mv Right Honeur 
able Friend has not exactly distinguished 

from another part of that year to which his 
speech referred. It 1s very tiresome to} 
refer to books in discussions of this Kind. 
and not being prepared to anticipate’ the 
necessity of consul ing them on this occasion, 
I did not bring them down with me ; but 
in Consequence of my Right Henourable 
Fuend’s speech, 1 have sent for them, and 1° 
can now recur to them, ee L 

{+ My right honourable friend says, that in 

: 

May, 1812, in assigning my reasons for not 
joining Lord Liverpool’s Government ah] 

into a Cabinet that would smother my own 
apinions, or that 1 used ‘expressions, to that 

the same year, I'brought the Caihohc ques- 
ton nto this heuse, and carried 1t by’ a 
greatand exwaoidinary majority. Butdid 
nothing, Sir, Iniervene between the 2 51h 
cf May and the 22d of June, to cause the 

change. te which my right honourable friend 

ng of Parliament upen the subject, ‘during 
this interval 7 Yes : for on the 25th of 
May, which was shortly ‘after the deaih of 
Mr. Perceval, Lord Liverpool came to me, 

Bat I am asked + Is the Roman Catholic 4 

Question ?”* No. | Why, that in" June- bord Castlereagh came 

a debate ‘which took place on the 25th of| 

that time, I stated, that I should be chy nagar oe «character, as regarded this 
| quest stion. - It was «hanged, by being put 

‘upon that independens footing, on which| 
fect, and ‘yet, that on the 22d of Jine of 0) 

and 
alludes ? Was there no alteration in the [most impertant accession to that cause, and 
condition of the Government, and the feel [the proof of the fact is, that my motion was 

1pon which the Cabinet sted in respect (o 
ie Catholic question, was one of general 

resistance 101, and in the Governmert itself 
inere was a join: determination to act “ipos 

Sr —— i 

ed suggestions of his own conscientious di- 
rection.” Here, then, it was evident that 
a complete change was at that ijme consider- 
ed to have occurred between the 25th May 

oat authointy. Ti was in his state of things{and-toth Tune, 1814, nthe opinions of 
nat on the 25th May, 1812, I refused co 

join in Lord Liverpool's arrangements, and 
i gave him my reasons for not doing so, 
winch were involved in that determinacion 
n that part of the Administration and the 
sabyagt. But what happened in the mean! 

ween May the 22d and June a7.k? 

dswn to this I'ouse, and being questioned by | 
the bon. Mr. Spencer ‘Stanhope, whom 
many gentlemen round me will remember, I 
b.lieve, as to the footing on which the Ca 
tholic question was then 10 stand (this was 
after the death of Mr. Perceval) Lord Cas- 
tlercagh said *¢ it was so far changed, that 
whereas, up to that period, the Cabinet, 
though comprising members who were ac. 
wated by different opinions on the subject, | 
had. yet all concurred in hostile resistance to 
it ; they were now not only to think, but 
to vote, if any thought proper, in pursuance 
of this opinien.” : 

Then I contend, -sir, that between these 
two periods, of which the Right honourable 
get. has spoken, the Cabinet iself was 

y Right hon. Friend and myselfhave vot- 
ed in it together, for so many years. Did 
this altered condition of circumstances effect 
no change in the condition of the Catholic 
question? Assuredly, it did ; and‘ well re- 
collect its being hailed by Mr. Grattan, 

many ‘others, who voted with him, as a 

¢arned by a triumphant majority. * Now 
I thik 1 have sufficiently explained the! 
difference which bad arisen between the two 
periods in question, as to this important sub 

te propose to me to become a member of 
Adminstration. What passed on thissubject, 
Gentlemen will be pleased to remember, was 
published, together with all the negociatiens 
eniered into on that occasion, and. having 

been so recorded, cannot bave been since al 

jcy of the Government” wee to be consider. 

tered, they will perceive, to answer a tempo 
rary purpose. It appears here [ Mr. Can 
ning was now reading fiom prinied papers J. 
that the first question | asked Lord Liver 
verpool was, whether ihe opinions and poli. 

jeer, and as 10 my views of it, J have no 
He ‘vamity to believe, that the speech to 
which the Right bononrable gent. refers, 
procured that result of which J have spoken ; 
but some days afterwards 1 find that Mr, 
S: Stanhope rose 10 put a guestion to the 
noble Lord — be wished to know af w was 
intended, on the part of the present Minis. 
ers, that the same policy, in every respect, 
should be observed by them, in reference to 
the (Catholic question, which had been’ ob- 
served under the Administration of the late 

ed altogether unchanged and unalterable, 
touching the laws affeciing the Roman Ca 
thelics # Lord Liverpool answered, tha: 
his own opinions upon this matter undoubt 
edly remained unalicred, and he was not 
aware that those of his colleagues had expe 
rienced 2ny change. Now, here Sir; 1 
pause to ask what was the. condition an 
which the Carholic- question stood then ? 

At the period of the unsestricted Regen 
cv, Mr, Perceval invited ato his govern. | 

ment Lord Sidmouth and Lord Castlereagh 3 
and upon the very firsi- debate which ook 
place upon thus question in the House after 
that jancuion, Mr, Perceval and Lord Cas 
tlereagh both declared themselves, in the 

{course of the discussion, inimical 10 the agi 
anion of the question at that opperiunuy. 
Lord Casilereagh said — (the house will re 
collect that 11 was upon Mr. Grattan’s mo 
nom, in 1812) — © with respect to the vo 
1 shall give to night, my Right hon, tiicnd 
has clearly stated that the Cabinet intimaigs 

an opwnion, that the propriety of furthest 
concessions to the Catholics, could nat now 

| be agitated, nor any enquiry gone intn ar 
present on the subject of disabilities affec 

“" Tow around me. My Right Hon. 

end’s open and candid defence of his 
Wi teireat, however, furnishes a complete 

: 

or due regard to the welfare of the commu. 
“Ply 0 ail the uns of the Honourable 

ing his -Majésty’s Roman Catholic subjects 
mn Ireland, with advantage to the Empire, 

les 

ing the question of the hon, gent. literally. 
the arrangements for the new Munisiry not: 

having yei been fully completed. But as (0 
the spit of the quesiion he thought he co Id 
pe more satisfactory. Hecould say this, from 
his knowledge of those employed in forming 
that Adems:ration, that, generally, these sen 
(iments remained the same. Upon a forme: 
uccasion, they had thought, inclusive even 
ut those. who were favorable to the measure,’ 
that the present was not the time for dwcus | 
ing. that question, and in still thinking so, 
.hat recen: decisions in Parliament formed « 

Parliament having been, at least for the pre- 
sent, definitively pronounced, they though 
that any immediate revived discussion would 
only create irritation without being produs 
uve of any thing useful. He was aware, 
[bgweer, of the growing change in favor of 
those claims ; ang, in submission to tha 

change, and the real sentiments of certain 
| Members of the Government, it had been 
resolved on asa principle, that the discussion 
of this question should be l«ft free from all 
interference, on the part of Government, 

stands pow. 

it stood on under Lord Liver 

leading consideraiion 1n 1ifluencing the 
adopuion of that opinion. The sense’ of | 

the Government, ‘At the former periods 
the Cabinet were all united in us resistance 
to the Catholic question ; at the latter it 
was to be left 10 the free and unbiassed dis- 
cussion of all or any of the Members of the 
Cabinet. ~ But to come to the present con- 
dicien of that gestion, 1 say : again it re. 
mans «in ths. Goversment precisely 
as it has béen since repeatedly - deseribed by 
pa. ; in short as it was described to be in 
1 26, 1n a debate which took place in the 
month of March, upen the state of Ireland ;. 
and in the very last debate, in the last sessi- 
on of Parhement, in the same year 
Catholic Emancipation. this | 
will only add that-1 hold myself as pecfect- 
ly at liberty to propound in the Cabinet the 
Roman Catholic Question, as I feel 
free to propound any other question affect- 
ing ‘the national interests, assuming tomy 
self only the liberty of bringing.it forward 
at such times as my own judgment, and the 
exercise of my own discretion, and present 
circumstances, shalldirec: me. (Cheers,)Such 
was the footing upon which this question stood 
when I was the Colleague of my Righe 
hon, Friend; and on that same footing it 

On this head I 

ope 

Let it be observed, therefore, by those 
with whom I bave formerly acted, and from 
whose objections on this occasion I do wot 
shrink, however the acknowledgment I have 
made miay be attempted to be converted in- 
to matter of oppesition te us, that, with those 
who formed the present Cabinet, and some 
whom formed part of the last, the Catholic 
Question now: stands on the same ground as 

verninent, ‘That is a guestion which each 1. 
Member of the Government is at liberty, if 
he pleases; to bring forward in the Cabinet, or 
to propound to Parliament ; and if any 
Member of the Governmént shall fo bring 
it forward in either House of Parliament, 
he is distinctly to state that he does so a his 
individual capacity only, and not as pledg- 
ing his Colleagues to his own opinions on 
ihe subject, [ Hear, hear, ] This Sir, is 
the position of the Catholic Question now; 
tt is the same 10 which it was placed inthe year 
1812 ; 1 is the same in which ir has now 
stood for fifieen years successively. . [ Hear, 
hear,] That it should remain in this state 

vA 

Right hon. gent. 7 Lod Casilereagh ‘re [is-a fact which I know has been much ob =~ 
phed, that he felt some difficulty in answer jected toby many ; butif I consider the state 

of the country at large-~the inclination of 
men’s minds upon this matter in England as 
well as in Ireland -.and the inhnue. difh- 
culties which surround the atiempt at pre- 
sent to alter that state=it is, in my judg- 
ment, and 10 my conscience 1 believe it to 
be, the only feoiing upon which it can be 
at preseat left ; unless there be the views 
of partizans to be consulted, the accomplish- 
ment of whose wishes on the one. hand, or 
whose attempt. to sufle free .and growing 
spinions on the ether, would in the result, 
trad toa convulsion in one pact or other, 
of the Unied A ingdom. ( Hear, hear, 

hear ) Now, Sir, 1 am not prepared for 

convulsion in either, [ Hear, hear] | 
would not raise hopes which 1 da pei sce 
any immediate “means of realizing, In 

making this observation; 1 am not speaking 
of the moral accomplishment of those hopes, 
rut of exciting expectations without having 
good grounds to anticipate their immediate 
and speedy fulhimeni, . 1. remember tog 
well, and but a short memory is required 
indeed for that purpose, bow much has bees 
uttesed in the way of complaint in debates 
f this House upon the Carholic Question, 

and that every Member of thay Govern. 
| my at large.” Why, theo, sir, the footing! ment should be lcfi 10 the free and uobiass- 

about things being said or done in lrcland 
| ( Concluded on sixth page.) 


