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NEW INTERPRETATION OF THE 

‘ 

~ applied to the Saracen invasions. 

/ interpretation of the A 

of “the history of the: 
~ Church. ~My. Croly is no ordinary wri 

Frem the New. York Albion, Fune o. 

The Apocalypse of St.” John ;: or, Pro- 
phecy of the Rise, Progress, and Fallyo 
the Church of Rome ; the Inquisition ; the 
Revolution of France ; the Universal 
War. and the final Triumph of Chris- 

i Our readers are aware of the infinite dif 

10 beset this portion of Scripture, even to 
the extent of making it nearly useless to the | 
general purposes of revelation. The view 
which the present writer takes, leads him ew 

pes © wot merely ojo ive pun 
sy. with 
id; in 

fact, a most powerful, divine illustration of 

of Chris’endom in the past; and at onee a 
terrible and magnificent display of he Di 
vine interposition. in those mighty charges of 
the world, which the prophecy declafesto be 
now rapidly approaching —civil convulsions | 

of the system of nations, to make way for a 
more ‘exalted and punfied staic of human 

This interpretation is made out by aban- 
doning the eld forms, which led the com- 
mentaters inte perplexiiy, and esiablishing a 
new arrangement of three well known series 

is stated to be wholly. original, and to be, in 
its chief part, even directly in oppositien to 
the arrangements of the preceding writers, 

* The leading events of European history, 
sin: ¢ he Vaudois R=formatien in the twelfth 

~ cepiury, are alleged 10 have besn peculiarly { 
predicied 10 passages hitherio misconceived, 
and the French Revoluiion te be detailed ay 
remarkable length in a chapter hitherto idly 

We, of 
course, have not space to go 1nto Mhinuteness 
in these matters 3 but we may gratify our 
readers by a specimen of the style aod man. 
‘ser of thinking of the writer. 

‘The volume is not devoted wholly to the 
pocalypse. Nearly 

ter. He has learming, various and exten- 
sive —great vigour of mind —and a power- 

~ fui command of language. These several 
~ excellencies are all displayed in the volume 
now béfore us. It is dedicated to the 
Lord Bishop of Salisbury, a prelate whose 
high character forall that does honour to his 
station, for intelligence, viriue, and litera 
ture, argues well for ary writer to whose 
wurk be bas as in (his instance, permitted 
the sanction of his name, : 

The present interpretation is, as is stated 
in the introduction, wholly original, havmg 
been without reference to any of the preced 
ing writers ; is new in the arrangement, the 
mode of elucidation; and the nature of is 
discoveries ; and is, according to Mr. Cro- 
ly’s statement, thus grounded — 

“ The Apocalypse is a collection of di- 
vine visions, seen probably at different times, 
but all during the apostle’s-exile (at Patmes). 
Ic consiuts of six portions : — The vision of 
the Asiatic persecution. The vision of the 
Seals, or general view of Providence in the 
government of the church and the world — 
beginning with the period of Constantine, 
and ‘ending with the close of the final age 
of mankind. The vision of the Trumpe:s ; 
the vision of the Vials, which wo are 
nearly identical and describe the inflictions 
said upon the persecutors of the church, be- 
ginning from the establishmentof the Ingui- 
Wition; ana closing with the final ruin of the 

b- 

popedom, and in the triumph of Christianity 
The vision of the Church, distinguished In 

{three eras of pagan persecution, and the ca 
tastropte of her oppressors, and the vision « 
the Triumph of Christianity, | 

“It will be shewn in the course of thi 

interpretation, that this “prophecy incluae: 

in the most direct manner, all thos 
y | Brent events which make the frame work ob 

that it distinetly predicis the establishmen 
of the Church under Constantine ahd hit 
successors ; the overthrow of the Romar | Ihe Agoca 
empire ; the erection of the barbarian king 
doms on its ruins ; the rise of the popedom ; 

establishment of the inquisition ; "the 
persecution of the first reformers; tHe suc 

ssive punishmewts laid on lily, Spain, 
and France, as the ihreé powers by which 
the Inquisition was let loose against Protes. 
tantism, namely, the destruction of the Spa, 

per HATE ee Tteterany ondoet M2 ‘armada, the civil war following the 
overthrow of Piotestantism in France, in 
1685, the wars «f Louis X1V,, the French 
Revolution, and the final and universal 
wars.” 

* It will be seen, by a comparisen with 
any of the preceding commentaries, that this 
arrangement differs from them’all 10 ‘many 
imporant features, but peculiarly in the 
jux:a-position ef the Trumpets and Vials, 
whose extreme similarity has hitherto sifuck 
our resders, yer which have been treaied, in 
deference to the errors of the early cc mmen 
ators, Mede, &c, as relating «w total v dif-: 
ferent events, cemiuries asondér, Tre re 
sult of this separation has been remediless suffer, 
confusion. © In the present volowe ut 1» 
shew, that the twe series begin from the same 
point—the establishment of the Inquisiaen, 
and "continue together ; the Trumpets giv- 
ing the civil and poli ical view of the events, 
be Vials the ecclesiastical ard bath ¢nd- 
Ing in the universal wur, which the mes 
pretation shews 10 be the next great event 
to the French Revolution, and 10 be, in 
fact, approaching rapidly its approach be- 

nied by certain signs, which our comsnon 
experience adwmiis <o the obvious at the pre 
sent hour, viz, the extraordinary distribution 
of the Bible, the continued irfluence over 
Europe of the four great powers, by whom 
the French empire was put down, &e . 3G NLM AL EE  — 

The universal war is shewn 10 be predicie 
at the close of no less than four of the vig- 
ons, and to be detailed with circumstances 
of measureless terror. It is fully shown 
from the prophecy that it shail be ushered 
in by a sudden revival of aiheism, supersii. 

European nations uaul ihey are inflamed into 
war. All the elements of terror 20d ruin 
shall be roused ; Protestantism péPsecuied ; 
Popery, sfier « momentary triumph, otierly 

consummated by some vast and palpable de. 
velopement of the Divine Power, ai ence 
protecting the Church, and extinguishit g in 
remediless and boundless devasuon, infidels 
ty and idolary, ~~ 

This prophecy takes successively the lan 
guage of the pruphies exuliing over the fall 
of the great and opulent cities of the East, 
the breken scepures, the spoiled wealth and 
burning palaces and temples of lyre and 
Babylon ; the “still siernor denunciations 
over the crimes of Jerusalem ; the images 
of wild and sudden invasion, and hopeless 
battle ; the massacre, the conflagration, the final 
crush of polity, power, and name. ‘Even 
the agencies of nature are summesed to deep- 
en (he prediction, earthquakes and subterra 
neous fire, lightaiogs and ponderous and 
fatal hail. And in the midst of this chaos 
of bloodshed, fire and tempest, rowers the 
form of the Avanger, flashing with rernble 
lustre, crowned and air! with ihe power 
land wrath ef Deity > ii: a world that has 
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ing declared io ihe prophecy to be accompa | 

tion, and religious violence, acting upon the 

destroyed ; a general shock of kingdom: | 
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or so many ages of long uffering resisic 
's Spirit, warshipped idols, and enslave 
nd slain his people _(rod, a comsumirs | 
are L_Te uw further declased, that this catas 
tophe is now approaching h ur by hou 
\3ak the French revolution was te have beet: 
he last great event befure it; with bot « 
drief inerveming period, decapicd by Pro 
Yidence in prepaiing and securing the true 
wburch, in spreading the Sc riptutes, and iv 
giving a last opportunity 10 the unbelieves 
and the idolaier 10 accept the truth of God. 

lypse thus assumes the rank of 
not merely an elucidation of the Divine will 
je the past, nor ah evidence of the general 
truth of Chostianity, but of # warning of 
the highest and most pressing mature to all 
men, in the entire ran 
1113 not the mere abstract study. of the theo 
logian, mer the solitary coniemplation of the 
man of piety ; bui a great document address- 
«d 10 the mighty. of the earth ; wisdom 
calling out trumpet-tengued to the leaders 
of ‘national councils ; the decended minis 
ters of Heaven summoning for the last time 
the nations to awaken to the peril already 
darkening over their heads, and cut them. 
selves lose from those unscripiural and ido 
latrous faiths with which they must otherwise 
go down 5 the Spirit of God commanding 
‘he teactiers and holders of the true far h to 
prepare themselves for the culuvation of 
‘heir powers, by a vigilane purity, by a ge. 
netous and hallowed ceurage, for that high 
tevvice of Ged and man 1a which they may 
© s000 be 

ry and ‘proclarming to all men alike the 
finite urgency of redeeming the time be 
fure the arrival of a period that to the whole 
world of idelatry, European and Barbarian, 
shall come with a civil ruin, of which the 
subversion of Jerusalem was<but a ty pe, 
and with a physical destruction that can 

the deluge.” 
The subjoined extract occupies more 

ipace ihan we commonly assign to a notice 
of a mew publication ; but we should no 

ieasoning, or to bis series of historical facts, 
had we mutilated it. Tc exhibits a striking 
[ond original view of the iifluence ot Po- 
pery upon the polincal condinon of this 

¢ There is the strongest reason for believ- 
ing, that as Judea was chosen for the espi- 

| cial guardianship of (he original Revelation. 
«0 has Englaud been chosen for the especial 
guardianship of Christianity. 

“ The original Revelanion declared the 
one true God ; Paganism was its corruption, 
wy substituting many false gods for the (rue. 
The second Revelation, Christianity, de 

its corruption, by substituting many false 
mediators for the true. Boh Paganism 
and Popery adopted the same visible sign of 
cerruption, the worship of images, 

¢ The Jewish history opens to us a view 

of the acumg of Providence with a people 

Ged. Every tendenry to receive the sur 
rounding 1delatries into a participation of 
the honours of the true worship, every 
idolatrous touch, was visired with punish 
ment, and that punishment net left to the re- 
mote working of the corruption, but immi« 

diate, and, by iis directness, evidently 
designed to make the natien feel the high 

that must follow its betrayal. | 
“A glance of tbe British history since the 

Reformation 1s enough to show how closel, 
this providential system bas been exemplify 
ed in England. Every reign which a 
tempted to bring back P Jpery, or even tu 
give it that share of power which could in 
any degree prejudice Proiestantism, has 

Nf 

|» make the 

ge of human society 

called en 10 act, and perhaps to 

bave done justice to the author's chain of 

clared ihe one true mediator. Popery was} 

appoinied to the preservation of the_faith of 

— 

cen marked by signal misforgy 
nking circumstance (hay almoy, 

‘wed by one purely Prowestan ; dy 
source of ihe lating] 

vlan to all eyes, those alternate (eign 
not sufferred a strorger contra wl 
orinciples . than in. their. public fo 

| Let the rank of England be why j ¢ 
ander the Protes an: Sovereign, ii 
«onk under the Pepish $ let its logs Jf! 

nour, or of power, be what it might 
he Popish Sovereign, it always res 
ander the Protesiant, and more ihyy 
vered ; ‘Was disungu ished by sudden yg 
public renovation, and increased gi: 
the freedom and foriunes of ihe emp 
Proestantism was fest thorough, 

vlished in England in the reign of | 

Mary had lefi a dilapidated kinei 
the nation was wern out wih aise, 
debt ; the nationa! arms disgraced ; ui 
mn vigour but popery. Elizabeth, 4 
ty-five, found ber Brest sieps sum 
with the most extraordinay embarrasag 
at home, (he whole strengih of a puny | 
cluding the chief names of the king 
hostile 10 her succession and religion; 
Scotland, a rival title, supported by Fry 
in Ireland, a perpetual rebellion, ihe 
by Rome ; on the Continent the foe 
Spain roused against her by the double 
mulent of ambition and bigotry, at 14 
when Spain commanded almost the 
strength of Europe, 

Bat the cause of Elizabeth was Pros 
tism ; and in that sign she conquered, § 
shivered the Spanish sword’; she panly: 
the power of Rome ; she gave freedom 

the Dutch ; she fought the battle of 
Freach Protestants 5 every eyeof nl } 
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find no parallel but in the inevitable fuiy of (tffering through Europe was fixed on 
magnanimous womans At heme she 
vated the habits and the heart of her peo 

Ske even drained off tae bitter waters of re 
gious feud, and showed in the vigorous 
which they had so long made unwhsle : 
the seeds of every principle and insu 
that has since grown up inte the strengh 
the empire, | But her great work wii 
establishment of Protestantism, Like 

| Jewish King, she found the Ak ofG 
without a shelter, ; and she built for X 
noblest temple in the world ; she consect 
her country into its temples 

She died in the fulness of years and} 
nour ; the grpat Queen of Protestan’ 

throughout the Nations ; in the po 

| England her name and her reign alike 

mortal, ie 

(To be continued.) 
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