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~ got thissurly and selfish drene, should have | ,lace in thy destiny. But I have read tbqy
« such glimpsesof a poct’s paradise, isa wender | igny of Mary Tudor’s, and I know which
+ werthenvying. I have hl" l“ seen | of her high officers will lcn lm sialf this
“ﬁbﬁmh}! under night.” '
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s if it was the Mug of kind spirits.} Alice P asked the counterfeit bishep, bend.
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ltoop te hold cuwne with such a sorcer eyes am inch wiitin his head, hooked nose.

er.” wide nostrils, ever snuffing the wind, a

AQ‘ young RW"‘ l“kd b’““ sparrew mauth, great hands, long 1alons ra |
o his cbukr, not ill pleased thar his better] \bo ¢ than nails on his feet. which make him
- purpese wwkl um a covert and glldmg shyffle in his g«m as 1n his acuons_tbcn aie

for his secret passion to Py “‘“ "P""" S| the marks of bis vmge and his shape --none
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ml he bad provided. to eqoip him asf\po know this portrail,- oy lord of Wm
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“ “which fifted his comely figure, he smiled in|
- scorn as he remembered the ugliness and de-
crepitude he meant to counterfeit, A the |
m hour, when the darkness of the nar

- -vow streets, interrupted only by a few lan |
terns swi above his head, made his pas

» "'-ge safe, E admitied himself into the bi-

hep’s Baune by the privaie postern, of
which be kept a master key, By the same
key's ‘help be eniered the chamber, and

tinging bis patren’s silver bell, gave notice|p,., ; in the firmoess and grace of his youth: |
to the ‘page in waiting (hat his presence

ful hgure.
was needful. When this confidenial ser a m: She lwghgd bg; M was a hu‘\

- vant eatered he was not surprised (o see, aﬁ
B mppmd the bnhopm’d behind his lea
gh«m ‘erecn, muﬂcd 10 hishuge rochet,o: Jawr
" garment, as if he had privately rewusncd from
council according 1@ his custem. ¢ Haih
no mcssenger amvcd from the court ?” sai
the couneifeir ptelatc. “ None, my lord, |
for the queen, they ‘say, is sore sick *'—
% Tarry net am ins:an: |f'mc cemeth, and
see that the marshal of the compier be wait
ln‘ here te take my warrant, and execute
A ac s penl before day break.”” The
~ page retired ; and Ravcnucnc, new alone,
saw the coffer l“ln‘ on its solitary pedes-
tal pear him. was unlocked, and he
found' within it only a decp silver hyt
“with "2 chain pﬂd exactly “in its centre.
Ravensione was no stranger to the mede of ||
* divinatien practised wih such instru. E
~mean.® - What could he risk by nupeod

¢ Full well, woman,’ an:,werel Ravepo
stone, *“and his trust is in a witch whese|,
blue cyes shame heaven for lending its co-
lour to hyprocrisy ; and her Bauery has

made beys think the trec she loved ard the
fountain she smiled on, became holy.  And
new she serves 'wo masters, one Blmdcd
by his folly, the other by his age.”
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grasp he had laid upon her manle.
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was spread before him,
heid the contract of espousals.
This woman had lqwﬂfh stature, tolas he met the gaze of her keen blue eyes,

and wrete the mme of Henty Ravensione

his friend’s release,
but when he turned 10 seek the chamllcr's r
signet-ring, the ccffer had closed upon it
 Blame thyself, Ravensione ! said Alice|
of Hustingden—* thou ‘hast langhed a:
the tales of imps and fairies, yet theu hadst
woman’s weakness enﬂgb to pry inte that
coffer ud~capec
perstitions awe he had mocked in bis patrenimaster had mot witsufficient to devise a safe

{ cellected his purpese and his dngul\c ; and led there mere than thy ebedience ! Didst
the cowering attitude Vh!d‘ theu think I came inte this chamber like 2
replied, Where 1!y
thy skill in divinatien if theu knewest not}on the silver bow! which gave netice theu

wast bere ?_Truly, Ravenstone, man's

nnuy 15 the only wiich that goverms
mm.”

churchman who tuters thy cunming has no
nced of it, will thy other master, the grear
prince of Fire, save thee from the stake P

and throwing her cloak and wimple on
the ground, she loesened her bright hair 1ill
it fell to her -1, waving reund her unco-
vered shoulders, and amongst the thin blue
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ped the
rochet haod from his shoulders, and shaiung

back his leng jet-black hair, stead beforc
Alice did not shrink or m;eda

musical, and aided by a glance of such sweet
mirth, that Raveusione relixed the s.ern/
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warrant, Alice ¥ it is- miduighi, and the
here 1s ®the warrant for
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Ravenstone snatched the parctiment, bu
did not rashly sign withott unfo! dang "

“ Thou art deceived, Alice, or wi' lmg to
deceive—this is a marriage centract, invesi

ing thee with the lands of Giles Ruﬁurd as

“ Aond 0 whom,” asked she, umhng.,
“does my queen-misiress Ticense me 10 gwq

Ravenstone locked again, and saw hw
own name entered, and himself described as
the husband chosen for ber maid of haum;l

and seal 1o this centract,

The warrant for Rradford’s lnbemion
He smiled |28

Ji.was full and clear,

ta miracle,  Asf thy
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"% Beautiful demon?! when tbc crafty

% My trust 1s in myself,” she answered :

silk dm clung to ber shape like wreaths of
gold, Hereyes, hrgc and brilhant as the
vild lmpau s, shone. with such nnperial
beauty as alm st 10 create the rivmph they
demanded. * Be ne r1ebel 1o wy power,
Ravenstone, for it is thy safery.” Guardh.
aer has ordered Bradford’s death wuhom#
ippeal, and feigned his dream of danger 1o
d.coy theehere? But¥have earned a fair es-
tate bv serviog him, and thea mayest share
it with me.” “Thy wages are net ye:
said, Alice 17 he rcphed grinding his
teeth__* that fair estaie is mine, and that
contract can avail thee nothmg witheat my
will--- H.emy Ravenstove is 2 name as false
as thy Prmne to save Bradferd.” Alice
paused am instant, then lau: ghing shnlly,
{clapped her hands thrice. In that instan:
“hc chamber was flled with armed men.
iwhe surrounded and siruck down their
victism, notwiihsi 'anding his desperate de
fence.  * This 1s net the buhop 1 one of
the men exclaimed <% this is net Stephen of
Winchesier---we shall net be paid for ihis,”}
1 “ He is Giles Ruffied of Huntmgduu,
mswered bis companion, the ruffian Ceni
ers --and | am already paid”  Alice would
bave escaped had noi the length of ber dis
hevelled hair enabled her treacherous accom
plices 1o serze it,
her dhroat 1o siifle ber cries, making her|.
soasied beauty the instrument of her de
stroction®.  She was dragged 1o Newgaie
on ac\mgo of sorcery, and executed ihe
next mmmng by John Bradford’s side, ir
male atnire, Jest ber rare loveliness should
excie compassion, He koew her, and
looking at ibe lanrel stems mungied wih the

fraiend’s deathe--% Al ! (he green tree has
per shed for my sake !". It was indeed b;
*avourite laurel, which had been hewn dow:
wilt crael maiice fer this purpese.
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vasion of Peringdl, for &
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dern times,
pletely ¢ tkrown upen his'mertle " every
t {word he utrered was pregnant with the mox

awful consequences,
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on him wiil the solern silence that du
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pride of glory sat upom. his dip_his ches
beaved and dilaied <the .Elysian spring of
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He was on that eccasion cen.

Hus countenance ex.

sense of his impertany

his breath._he warmed ;

vouth diffused uself over hus fune...huu-
ture rose above its ordinary height—his e
tude became majestic—~and h deliyered hio-

self with a ﬁrm and vehement earnesiness
of tone and manner; that to ‘be allapprec-

ated must have been ht‘ once heard, ne-
ver can be fo Aﬂ this. time, he
aw ful responsibility of his sicuation invested
his brow with the mest llblll‘“b: a:;!;;:!.)':
and crowned the whole man with 8

elevation of respect. that Pﬂ.‘&m b.e’ '
of acts thedding glary on b"d’
and reputauon on bis conl"f“"

pa per.
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{=ontribured his mite, and present
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gar with the teoral,

his knees, thanking them for !"!m
said they had made 2 manafhvm. :
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