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No. 5. 

Colonial Office, May 21, 18
28. 

__THE ROYAL GAZETTE. 
w» 

015 
a a 

your vote, and explained to me in conversation what 

Dear Duke—In justice to myself I cannot!of the Communication would have been quite Jiffe- My 

ret 
conduct 

our letter of last nigh
t puts upon my 

’ You cannot refu
se me the right of kn 

motives of my own 
actions, and 

that, in both my 
the same feeling. 

vernment, 
to 

cdient to remo
ve me 

I had no alternative
, 

t A 
| felt the (in a difficulty not of my 
personal honour, 
secking or 
the question 

that.the disun 

reality 
ake a differe 

with ‘Lord Lav 
| 

arising out of personal consideration’ to-} 

me, in deciding upon a step to which you; My dear Duke,—On Tuesday last I wrote to the 

lic duty to resort on the oc- King to solicit an audience. His Majesty has not 

ficulty, 
wards 

might find it your pub 
casion. 

It w 

to you 

+ but 

os under this impression alone that I wrote 

immediately upon fay return from the House 

of Commons. 
If you had not ni 

decide how far my v 

e for a moment in the construction which rent, and I might have felt myself at liberty td dis- 
cuss tie whole subject with you, and freely to give 

owing the an opinion upon any point connected with it. But 
solemn! declare,! I must still think that if I had not considered a lot- 

\ own will have informed you that it surprised me much, 
creating but to give that vote; that{and that it gave me great concern. I must consi- 
in itself was onc of minor importance ; der, therefore, the res 

ion was more in appearance than injown act, and not as mine. 

I also felt that, possibly, you might | 

nt view of it, and that, in case you 

should, I ought (as I had done on a 
similar occasion 

erpool) to relieve you from any dif- 

letters, | was actuated by onc andjter, couched in the terms in which that letter is 
It was simply this :—That it 

was not for me but for you, as the head of the Go- der which I received it, asa tender 
of resignation, 

ote made 1t ex-{and had not laid it before the King, I should have 
from his Majesty’s Service. | exposed the King’s G)vernment and myself to very 

consistently withj painful misconstructions. 

couched, and received under the circumstances un- 

My answer to your letter 

ignation of your office as your | 

Ever yours most sincerly, 
© [Signed] WELLLINGTON. 

The Right Hon. W. Huskisson. 
No. 1. 

Downing Slrcet, 25th May, 1828. 

yet been pleased to-grant me this honour. 

. > 4 

written, (if it could have been in my contemplation 
had passed in the House of Commons, the character |that it would have been laid before his Majesty as 

an act of resignation,) to be. withdrawn. Neither 
should I'have concealed from his majesty my regret, 
considering the trouble which has unfortunately oc- 
curred, both to his majesty and his government, that 
I had not taken a different mode of doing what, for 
the reasons fully stated in my letter of the 21st, I 
found myself bound in honor to do, so as to have 
prevented, perhaps, the misconception arising out 
of my letter, written immediately after the debate. 

1 have now stated to you frankly, and without re- 
serve, the substance of all that 1 was anxious to 
submit to the King. I have done so in the full confi- 
dence that you will do me the favour to lay this 
statement before his majesty ; and that I may be 
allowed to implore his majesty that he will do me 
the justice to believe that, of all who have a right 

|to prefer a claim to be admitted to his Royal Pre- 
ence, I am the last, who, in a matter relating to my- 
self, would press that claim in a manner unpleasant 

“Ito his Maj=sty’s wishes or inclinations. I bow tothem 
with respectful deference, still retaining, however, a 
confidence founded on the rectitude of my inten-~ 
tions, that in being removed from his majesty’s Ser- 

In the expectation (not unnatural for me to enter- 

an opportunity of waiting upon his Majesty, I have 
sconceived that impression, asideferred acknowledging your letter of the 2ist,! 

‘well as the purport of my second letter, I am per-| which, passing by altogther all that is stated in mine 

suaded that you could not suppose me guilty offol’ the same date, you conclude in the following 

the arrogance of expecting that you, and hisjwords :— I must therefore consider the resig- 

Majesty's 

-the necess 
Government should submit yourselves tolnation of your office, as your own act, and not as 

ity of soliciting me to remain in my of 

fee.” or do me the injustice of believing that | 
mine.” 

I will not revert to the full explanation which I 

could be capable pf plaging you in the alternative’ bave already given you on the subject. Not deny- 

vice, | may be allowed the consolation of knowing 
tain in the situation which I hold) of being afforded that I have not been debarred from the privilege of 

my office in consequence of my having incurred his 
Mmajesty’s personal displeasure. 

Believe me, my dear Duke, 
Yours very sincerely, 

Signed) W. HUSKISSON. 
‘His Grace the Duke of Wellington, 

K. G. &ec, &c. &e. 
No. 8. | 
London, May 25, 1828. 

own act © still less can I admit that when I had 

of choosing betyeen the continuance of my ser- 

vices (such as they are) and the loss to your Ad 

minigtration of one paiticle of character, which, | 

acrec with you, is the foundation of public conii- 

dence. 
Ifunderstanding my Communication as I intend 

od it to be understood, you had, in any way, intima- 

ted to me, either that the occurrence, however un- 

fortunate, was nol onc of sufficient moment, to ren- 

der it necessary for you on public grounds, to act 

in the manner in which I had assumed that you: 
possibly might think it necessary, or that you werd | 
under that necesity, in either case, there would] 

have been an end of the matter. In the first sup- 

position, I should have felt that IT had done what 

in honour and fairness towards yoh, I was bound 

to do ; but it never could have eunterred my im- 
agination that I had claimed or received any sacri- 
fice whatever from you, or any Mcmber of His 
xajesty’s Government. 

On the other hand, nothing can be further 
from my intention than to express an. opinion that 
the occasion was not ene in which you nught fairly 
consider it your duty to advise his Majesty to with- 
draw from me the Seal of Office, on the ground of 
this vote. I do not therefore, complain; but 1 
cannot allow that my removal shall be placed on 
any other ground. I cannot allow that it was my 

ny other intention than to relieve the question on 
which you had to decide from any personal embar- 
rassment, this step, on my part, should be ascribed 

to feelings the very reverse of those by which alone 

I was actuated, either towards you or His Majesty’s 
Government. “ 

Believe me to be, .my dear Duke, 
Yours very sincerely, - 

[Signed] W. HUSKISSON. 
No. 6. 
cndon, May 21, 1328. 

My dear muskisson,—In consequence of your last 
letter, 1 feel it to be necessary to recal to your re- 
collection the circumstances under which I received 
your letter of Tuesday morning. 
tis addressed to me at two o’clock in the morn- 
ng, immediately after a debate and division in the 
House of Commons. It informs me that you lose 
No time in affording me an opportunity of placing 

your office in other hands, as the only meaus in 
Your power of preventing an injury to the King’s 
Service, ‘which you describe. It concludes by 
regretting the necessity of troubling me with this 
Communication.” 
Could 1 consider this in any other light than as a 

forinal tender of the resignation of your office, or 
that 1 had any alternative but either to solicit you 

remain in office contrary to your sense of duty, 
or to submit your letter to the King. 

- 

‘to make known to his majesty the circumstances 

ing that my first letter might be capable of the con- 
struction which you put upon it, IT would ask you] 
whether it be usual, after a construction has been 
irom the first moment cxplieitly disavowed, to per- 
sist that it is the right one ? It being, however, 
the construction to which you adhere, 1 must as- 
sume, as you laid the letter before his Majesty, that 
you advised his Majesty upon it, and that his Majes- 
ty is therefore under the same misapprehension as 
yourself of what I meant ; the mere especially, as 
[ have no means of knowing whether any subsequent 
letters have been laid before his Majesty. 
It was (or the purpose of setting aright any errone- 

ous impression on the Royal mind, that I sought to be 

My Dear nuskisson,—It is with great concern 
that I inform you that Ihave at last attended his 
majesty, and have received his instructions respect- 
ing an arrangement to fill your office. 

admitted, us soon as possible, into his" Majesty’s pre- 
sence. 

I was then, as 1 am still, most anxious to assure 
[lis Majesty, that nothing could have been further 
irom my intention, than that the letter in question 
should have been at all submitted to his Majesty, 

and feelings under which it had been wiitten,—to 
point out to him that I had taken the precaution 
(usual between Ministers in matters of a delicate 

and confidential nature, when it is wished to keep 

the subject as much as possible confined to the re- 
spective parties) of" marking the letter ¢ private 

and confidential ;”’ that I understood that this let- 

ter, so marked specially to guard its object, had 

been, without previous communication of any sort 

with me, in respect to the transaction referred to, 

but not explained in the letter itself laid before his 

majesty, as conveying to the foot of the Throne my 

positive resignation. 
I should further have had to state to his majesty 

the great pain and concern which I felt at finding that 

a paper should havebeen submitted to his majcsty and 

described to him as conveying my résignation of the 

Seals, in a form so unusual, and with a restriction 

so unbecoming towards my Sovereign as is implied 

in the words *“ Private and confidential ;”’ that in 

a necessity so painful (had I'felt such a necessity) 

as that of asking his majesty’s permission to with- 

draw from his service, my first anxiety would have 

been to lay my reasons in a respectful, but direct 

communication from myself at his majesty’s feet ; 

but that, most certainly, in whatever mode convey- 

ed, the uppermost feeling of my heart would have 

been to have accompanied it with tiiose expressions 

of dutiful attachment aud respectful gratitude which 

I owe his majesty for the many and uniform proofs 

of confidence and kindness with which he has bee
n 

sraeiously pleased to honour me since I have held 

the Seals of the Colonial Department. 
| 

If I had been afforded an opportunity of t
hus re- 

lieving myself from the painful position in which 

[ stand towards his Majesty, I should then have 
en- 

I sincerely regret the loss of your valuable assis- 
tance inthe arduous task in which I am engaged. 

Believe me ever, yours, 
most sincerely, 

[Signed] WELLINGIT ON. 
The Right non. W. nuskisson, 

No. 9. 
Downing Street, half-past nine, ». m , 25th May, 1828. 
My Dear Duke,—Lord Dudley has just sent to 

me, unopened, my letter to you, which I forwarded 
to Apsley-house about five o'clock this afternoon. 

This letter was written as soon as I was given to 
understand by Lord Dudley, who called here after 
an interview with you this morning, that his Majes- 
ty had not signified any intention of granting me the 
honour of an audience. No other mode, therefore, 
remaining open to me of conveying my sentiments 

of bringing before his Majesty in the shape of a 
written communication, what I am prevented from 
stating to his Majesty in person. 

I feel confident that you will not deny me this fa- 
vour, and you will be satisfied by the contents of 

my letter (which I now return) that in writing it 

nothing was further from my intention than to in- 
trude myself between you and the arrangements 
which upon my removal from Office (for such I have 

considered the result’ of our correspondence since 
your letter of the 21st) you have received hjs Ma- 
jesty’s Instructions to make. : 

Your letter, communicating this fact, reached me 
about half past seven this evening. I thank you for: 

the information, and the kind manner in which you 

advert to my feeble assistance which I ‘may have 

been able to give to your Administration, as well as 

for the expression of the concern, with which you 

have advised his Majesty to place my Office in. 

other hands. 
Believe me to be, my Dear Duke, 

Ever yours, very sincerely, 
W. HUSKISSON.. 

No. 10. 
London, May 26, 1828. 

My Dear Huskisson,—I have received yourlet- 
ter of yesterday, accompanied by another letter 
from you dated also yesterday, which I had return- 
ed to Lord Dudley, under the impression, that I 
ought not to open it without your previous consent, 
under the circumstances that existed at the time 
that I received it. 

I have laid both before the King. 

[Signed] 

\ 

In answer I 

of the 20th as a formal tender of the resignation of 

treated of his majesty’s goodness and sense of j
us- 

Ifyou had called on me the next morning after tice to permit a letter, 80 MMproper for me to have 
your Office ; and that the circumstance ofits bei 
marked ¢ private and confidential,” did not alter 

p
a
.
 

to the King, I address myself to you, for the purpose 

have only to repeat, that I considered your letter


