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| Wnce, they state, in contradiction to the representa-
- tions of Archdeacon Strachan; to be comparatively
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- material subjects

~ Your Committee proceeded to examine into the
JE\::}“ system of law established in-Lower Cana-
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t existed on points of law relating
. .renl! property in that Eortion“sof the Province.. It
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Government.. . That: similar - abuses had prevailed
with respect to the office of Sheriff. " And it is fur-
ther stated, that the rights of the petitioners had
been injured by acts of the Im

particularly by the Canada Trade Act, and the Act!

#ssed in the sixth year of His Majesty’s-reign, c.
, affecting the: Tenures of Land £ iR

plaine; ~of, your Committee beg leave to refer to the

petitions, will be found in the appe dix, ,
Before your Committee proceed tbpg::lain or to
aliscuss these important subjects, they think it their
duty to state, that Petitions from the - Province of
‘Upper Canada were also referred to their considera-
tion. The prayer of which' petitions is, that the
“Pproceeds arising from the sale 6f certain lands sét
apart for a Protestant Clergy may not be applied
molely to the use of the Clergy of the Ch‘urcb-o? ing-
Jand, (the adherants to - which throughout. the Pro-

“few in number,) but that they may be applied to the

~mamtenance of Protestant Clergymen of other de-!

mnauona,aud to the purposes of general educa-
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petitions appear to comprehend the most
vinces of Upper and Lower Canada, your commit-
m\ﬁonght it. the best  course they could pursue,
was to examine witnesses ' as to each petition, in
mumi,\qnd in communicating to the

they have been induced to form as to the Civil Go-

vernment of Canada: They will treat of the differ-

ent subjects as much as possible in- the ordér in
which they were investigated. - -

™

which their attention was particul drawn

~ by the petition from the townships.: ‘Your Commit-

08 have examined in great detail on this wb{eu,
from which they collect that uncertainty has long

, _the Cession of the Pro-
of Kngland, in a Proclamation+da-
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that have of late agitated the Pro-

, ouse, the |
. information they have received, and the opinions

to the tenure of

ber, 1763, (which will be found ‘in
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~ In the.year 1774, the fitst Act of Parliament was quiry. They are d

_ | ; U ésirous of recalling t 'recol- e
- | passed, maki - provision for the better gov ernment | lection of the House, that under the pr%vi‘:i‘::irf(zt%lé :lft
ﬁof this part of the British dominions. By this Act, | Act of 1791, the division of the Province for the ari
the English Criminal law was preserved. But it |purpose of exercising  the “elective franchise wag thi
was enacted that in all matters of controversy rela- { entrusted to the Governor ; andi ‘ it 8 '
HOUSE\OF CO _ s | SRt i | | ! 5 t appears that §iy the
. AT SOIMONS: ok 1. ~ {tive to Property and Civil Rights, resort should be | Alured Clark apportioned the Repre io |
NC R T “"“'"“m i p rhad‘to the laws of Canada, as the rule and decision cording to the, mf’r[:xe'}ic'al amount :(P :ﬁ:.i;;;t:?&n:c‘ | t.h |
e e to“!‘""“n":t:amh.i ' “.n::hd ,l:;““ of the same, and all causes that should thereafter be | as the sole basis - on" which his calculations we:o’ :l:
Nthe ppoiated to enquite inta. 8 state of the Civil Go- established in every Court of Justice, to <,beﬁa“pppint-#formed, and divided into Counties as much land ag
3 THREN O SRR Ny Act of 31, Geo. ed within the Province, should, with respect to such | was found ‘te contain a given number of mhabitants, co
6 o -",\b’; authur obser ‘“ﬁ?"—m Eeepen to fh‘ Property and Rights, ‘be determined ‘agreeably, to | On the thickly peopled bLanks of the St. Lawrencg. Ci
- Hou ,M&Mhhﬁn‘ etitions for‘an alteration lthe said laws and customs of Canada. . ¢ There is, |a small District was found to suffice, while in the re
' .Jiuh prese Gvﬁmtmnhnd—-hne. persuant (however, one marked expectation to this contcession moredistant parts,vast territorieswere comprehended tiy
£ “M,,ﬁ}, ouse, examined the matters to them re- ofthe ¥rench law, namely, that it should not apply |in otle: County, in order to obtain the requisite g at
mn,pu S : to lands which had been, or should be granted in {mount of population.. Thus it happens that the e
tee b%:&thiirm jation intoifree and common soccage.” : | Counties of Kent, Surrey, Montrea ; Leinster, and
te Civil overnment of Oanada, by| After an-interval of seven years this Act was fol- | Warwick, do not, altogether, equal, in extent, the tic
g the several petitions from the inhabitants lowed by the Constitutional Act of 1791. The pro- single County of Buckinghamshire.. -The small - ag
{ the two Provinces. which had been referred to |visions of this important Act having no bearing: up- | Counties, too, are composed-wholly of lands holden Ji
them ' ﬁmmmmﬁmﬁmﬁo town- on the subject'under our consideration, excepting | as Seigneuries. SRR . C
hips of th "ﬂ"'._"’l’“ﬂ’? ince, signed by about 10,000 |that it provides with, respect to Lower Canada, that| A Bill actually passed. the Assembly, the oﬁject' pe
: mpaa *“hvgntof(:oqrtn within their landjs shall be granted in free and commeon soccage | of which, was to inerease the number of the Bépre- pe
ﬁmmutuhonof French law.if so desired. And further, that such grants are to | sentative Assembly. This Bill did not become a pt
- Inshe Xrench language. Tha ‘%Wf“l??""“’ithOUt be subject" to such alteration, as to the nature and Law, and it appears to have been founﬁed:"npﬁn- the be
- g hresentation in the House of Assemblyin Lower|consequences of Soccage Tenure, as may be made | same principle, and to have involved the same ‘er- A
OM 3 ul‘ ﬁ.‘?m{l Qf Btihp'h'?ngin have|by the Provincial Legislature and with His Majes- | ror as the original arrangement by Sir Alured m
| bceiéuei'wé'frm set! ing in l?;_s Pt_‘gygpq.e. And|ty’s-approbation afd assent, but no such alteration | Clark. It has i.ecen stated by one of the witnesses, S
finally they pray that a Leil:lltxvo union may take has been made. - e that under the proposed division, a disproportionable
place between Upper .and Lower Canada. “On examining into the application of these provi- | increase would have been given to the Representa- gt
- Your Comn “4hen proceeded to examine the 'sions in the Provinee, it appears not only that doubts tives from the Seigneuries. N i to
- ‘petition signed b M.v-87,0005nh¢biupn of Low- have &xisted as to the true interpretation of them—{ = In providing a representative system for tle in- th
-er Canada, resident within the Seignories, who tbut that the general practice of the Colony has been | habitants of a country which is gradually comprehen- e«
‘complain d"hm;?@‘lcﬁ on_the part of the |to convey real property_within the townships accor- | ding in its limits newly peopled and extensive dis- tiq
Gwomor oflha P‘?;Wﬂﬁ‘—-')fhu h_avmg applied ding to the Canadian forms. And thatit has descen- | tricts, great _imperfections must necessarily arise ry
. ru' lic_money without legal appropriation—of vio-/ded and been subject to the incidents of that law. | from proceeding, in the first instance, on the basis al
lent prorogation m&.dmoluuqn_ of the Provincial | In the year 1826, the British Parliament passed an | of populationonly, In Upper Canada, a represen- i
Parliament—and ~of his having prevented the pass-' Act which put its own interpretation to these sta- | tative system has been founded onthecompoundba- @  u
ing of many useful Aects, which they enumerate. |tutes bevond the reach of further dispute, = This | sis of Territory and Population—this principle, we. -/ t:
_ 4hey complain also that a Receiver-General had: Act; commonly  called the Candian Tenure Act, |think, miglt be advantageously adopted in Lower | & a
m“!““:‘“f#:‘?. hx:r_.oiac,pf h&&cﬁons forideclared that the law of England was the rule by | Canada. - ' | : '
- Bome years aiter s insolvency was known to the!

which' real property within the Townships was to be

One of the obstacles which is sﬁé-gfeat‘lz;toim- . o
hereafter regulated and administered. In offering the prac-

pede the improvement of the Country is,

af
ary recommendations on points of so much difficulty | tice which had prevailed in making grants of land 8t
and “importance, your Commiitee are fully aware | in large masses toindividuals who had held official § L
perial Parliament, |of the. disadvantage: under which they labour, and | situations in the Colony, and who have evaded the “
of their inability, from their want of sufficient tech- | conditions in'the grant, by which they were bound s
nical and local information, to enter for any useful | to provide for its cultivation, and new wholly ne- ¢
| .and. : purpose mto minute and intricate details. They do | glect it, although powers have been latterly acquir- 4
ge of the grievances com- not, however, decline to offer.as their opinion, that | ed by the Government to e-treat these lands ; and &l
it would be advantageous that the declaratory en- | although we think that under certain modifications th
actments in the Tenures Act respecting Lands held | this power may be advantageowsly used, we are - d
in free or common soccage, should be retained.— | nevertheless of opinion that a system should be a- "
That mortgages should be special, an:l that in pro- | dopted similar to that in Upper Canada, by the levy
ceedings for the conveyances of Land, the simplest | of a small annual duty on lands unimproved and un- Tt )

and least expensive forms of conveyance should be occupied, contrary to the conditions of the grant. a
adopted upon the principle of the Law. of England,| 1t now becomes the duty of your Committee to n
that form which prevails in Upper Canada, being | advert tothe Petitions signed by the Inhabitants of b
probably, undeg all circumstances, the best which | the Seigneuries,on the importaht subjects contained
could be selectedl.  'That a registration of deeds re- | in them They thought it right to call for explana-
lating to Soccage Lands should be established as in | tion from Mr. Neilson, Mr. Viger, and Mr. Cuvil-"
Uplger Canada. .. lier, members of the Assembly of Lower Canada,
. Xour Committee are furthar of opinion that means | who had been deputed to this Country for the‘pur-
should be found of bringing inte effective operation | pose-of seeKing redress for the injuries complained
the clause in thé Tenures Act which provides for the | of by the Petitioners.. 1 A7
mautation of tenure ; and they entertain no doubt of| From the testimony of these Gentlemen, we have
'the’inexpédie'ncy of retaining the seigneurial rights | learned, - with the deepest reygret,that the disputes
of the crown, in the hope of deriving a profit from | which have arisen between the Gevernment and the
them, .. The sacrifice onh {he part of the crown wotlld | House .of Assembly, originated (us they appear to
be trifling, and would bear no proportion to the be-|have done) in doubts as to the right of appropria-
nefit that would result to the Colony from such |ting, and accounting for a considerable portion:'Of-
a concession, : i public: accounts, have led to a state of confusion
In addition to these recommendations, it appears |and difficulty in the administration of public affairs
to be desirable that some competent jurisdiction | in that Colany which calls for a.decisive and eﬂ‘y
should be established to try and decide causes aris- remedy. . ; :

ing - out ‘of this description of property ; and that; With a view to understand accurately, the
circuit courts should be instituted within the Town- 'grounds of this-dispute, the Committee have care-
ships for the same purposes, M | fully examined into the different sourees of revenue
t  The Committee cannot tos strongly express their arising in Lawer Canada, and thiey have examined
opinion that, the Canadians of French extraction |also the public documents which have. enabled
should, in ng degree,_ be' disturbed in the peaceful|them to trace the successive steps which had been

enjoyment of their religion, laws, and privileges, as |taken by ‘the contending parties in these d sputes
Your Committee beg leave to refer to the evidence

secured to thet by the British Acts of Parliament - 2
of Mr. Neilson, and of Mr. Wilmot Horton, for s

and so far from requiring them fo hold lands on the
detailed account of the origin and progress of these
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British Tenure ; they think that when the lands in
the Seigneuries are fully eccupied, if the descend- | differences. ‘

tants-of the original.- settlers shall .-still--retaip-thei,-.‘ Unou thiv-iaiportant éﬂbje;zt,rvygur P v h“’
preference to the tenure of Fief et Seigneurie, they DU

the appe

,) dezlared amo
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abitants  of the Province, and all others
resotting toit, might confide in his Royal Protection
for enjoying the benefit of the Laws of England,”

- and-he announced that he had given commands for

. the: erection-of Courts of Judicature, with an appeal
io.His-Majesty in Council.. , el

ngst other things, “That
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felt that they should not do wisely in confining their
see no objections to other portions ef umocdupied

; ; views to a critical examination of the precise mean-
lands in that Province being granted to them on that ing of the words of the different sta!utel—-thai 100?
{to"ﬁum, provided that such lands are.set apart from, |

; rather to the circumstances of Lower Cana
{and ot intermixed with,the Townships.. the spirit of the Constitution-to the position Q\lﬁ
- Your Committee are now desirous of adverting to | character of the local Government—and  the pow-
the representative system of Lower Canada, with|ers, privileges,and duties, of the two branches of the
respect to which all parties seem to agree that some Legislature. g Tl ,

change should take place in this branch of their en- Although from the Oyiﬁfon given by the Jaw offi- A




