- ...deeple.conciliated by justice aadkindoess. (Cheers.)

THE ROYAL GAZETTE.

IMPERIAL' PARIZAMENT.

—. .
‘House or Constons—May 2.

THE GANADAS.——{ Continued.) |

Mr LABOUC%ER: br?el.i—‘—ﬂe did n«l:t meu;

to question the right of the House in its Imperia

capacity to dte:‘tgho Act of 1791, which he looked

upon as the great Charter of the liberties of the

Canadians. No doubt the House was justified in

interfering with the inferior Legislatures in ex-

‘treme casés, and if it ‘'was done in this case, he
trusted - it would be done with all due regard to the

rights given by the compact between this country

and Canada to the French Canadians. (Hear,

hear.) In the course of the statement, the Right

Honorable Gentleman had misrepresented, no doubt

unintentionally, Mr. Pitt’s intention in bringing 1n

the Bill of 1791, The principal object of the Bill

was the division of Canada into Upper and Lower,

- and the object of that was, to throw the political
weight into the hands of the French settlers, who
- formed the great majority of the population. It was
the only way Mr. Pitt could devise to secure the

Canadians in the enjoyment of the rights and cus-

" toms to which they were attached.—(The Honora-
ble Member here read a number of extracts from

.

M. Pitt’s speech on bringing forward the Bill, forf},

the purpose of showing that his intention was such as
he had stated.) Mr. Pitt’s intentions, however, had
not been adhered to, and the Right Honorable Gen-
tleman (Mr. Huskisson) did not do him justice when
e said that his plans had failed. Mr. Pittintended that
the Legislative Council should be selected from the
French Canadians as well asthe House of Assem-
bly, but instead of this, it had been generally select-
ed from English, or minor part of the population.
The House generally,was, perhaps, not aware of the
smallness of the number of the English settlers com-
ared with those of French descent. Ofthe latter,
e believed, there were nearly |
the English, there were only 100,000. " He felt as
much inclined as any Honorable Member to favour
the English settlers : but he trusted it was not in-
tended to do it at the expense of the rights of the
original inhabitants, who were still the great majori-
ty. One great source of the discontent at present
“prevailing in Canada was, he thought, that very
ill of 1822, to which the Right Honorable Gentle-
man had slightly alluded. The Canadians looked
upon that Bill as a plan to deprive them of their
- rights by surprise, and had ever since distrusted the
Gavernment, in which, before—whatever had been
their disputes with the Governors aud local authori-
ties—they had placed the utmost reliance. He
hoped the Right Honorable Gentleman would now
relieve the Canadians, and give them even a more
positive pledge than he had yet done, that Govern-
ment never intended to take them by surprise.
He cordially concurred in the sentiments expressed
by the Right Honarable Gentleman towards the
conelusion of his speech, and he trusted Great
Britain would never think of sacrificing Colonies
which, besides being memorials of the policy of a
‘Chatham, and the valour of a Wolfe, offered the far
more brilliant trophy of the affection of a conquered
Mr. Secretary HUSKISSON said that the Hon-
orable Member had ceemed to have misapprehend-
ed him on a very material point. It might be in the
recollection of the House, he stated at the outset
ings would be to preserve, to the utmost extent,
every obligation of good faith towards the French
settlers in Canada. By obligation of good faith
he did not merely mean matter of contract between
them and this country, but all that was conceded to
them in 1774. It was only in that point of view
that he desired.the subject to be investigated.

Sir JAMES MACINTOSH said that, before he
proceeded to the discussions of this most important
subject, he would anticipate the feeling ofthe House,

E'en by the Hon. Gentleman who spoke last (Mr.
abouchere), that he would become a' most useful

member of that House, by exhibiting a rational and |

liberal curiosity, in exploring the situation of the
coloniics in America, while the fashion of the day was
to loiter away on the continent of Europe.  No-
thing was more honourable than that spirit of curio-
sity to pry into the political policy of distant colo-
nies. After presenting petitions from 87,000 inha-
bitants of Lower Canada, setting forth the grievan-
ces complained of against the administration of the

500,000, whilst of

that the governing principle of all their proceed-

and congratulated it and the public on the assurance,

bold whatever observations he had to make on the
present subject, and await the time when the pro-
visional measure should come before the House
from the Right Hon. Gentleman. Ifit were not for
these considerations, it would be natural for him to
second the motion of the Right Hon. Gcentleman
and he would be contented with a silent acquies-
ence in the motion, and reserve what he had to say
till the time when the House wus about to adopt
some measure on the subject, if he had not acted
towards Lower Canada in the manner in which the
Hon. Gentleman who had last addressed the House
had stated. The trust and confidence reposed in
| hononr and duty to let no opportunity pass without
calling the attention of the House to these colonies,

legitimate rights. In the exercise of his judgment
{in that House, he was resolved ncither to sacrifice
his moral rights of an independent subject to them

lay aside all other considerations, and state to the

casion. With respect to the speech of the Right
Hon. Gentleman, there was nothing in the latter
part of it which did not meet with his full consent and
approbation. He had always held, and ever should
old, the principle, that it was absolutely necessary
{to protect all those colonies scattered over the
whole face of the earth. All those individuals were
entitl :d to the protection of the empire, with whom

moral duty.

binds the neighbouring nations.

affairs.

They

a controul over their own money which they raised,
neither should any restrictien be laid on the
appropriation of it.

main long bound to the mother couutry.

the only maxim by which, being adhered to, the
evils of a Colonial Government can be remedied.
These maxims formed his creed with respect to
Colonial Government. He agreed with the lon.
Gentleman who spoke last, that, of all these maxims,
that could bethe best, of leaving the internal manage-
ment of a colony to itselt in all cases but those of ur-
gent necessity—manifest necessity. Under those cir-
cumstances, by the system oi'colonial policy about to
be pursued by the Right Hoa. Gent. the root and
branch of these maxims were subverted, and the most
| material injury inflicted on these provinces. Ofthese
two provinces, Lower Canada cousisted of 700,000
'souls. They werenot a mixed population ; but

were ol vde rate, thone happy *sia® of socicty, and |

by the greatest blessing which could be conferred on
mankind, they were exempt from the curse of slave-
Ty, speaking the same language, and not aillicted
(with those differences of religion known in Kurope,.

"The society in that colony was unlixe that in Eu-
irope. He alluded to the Government of the East
' Indies, contradistinguished from that of Canada by
its exemption from castes and other evils which ob-
‘tawn in other colonies. Under these circumstances
 he could venture to say that the population of that
.colony would grow to a great nation, from the at-
tention to the subject, and the controul exercised

over it by the Legislative Assembly. The Rirht
| tioned in his speech, had saved him (Sir John) the

trouble offollpwing him. The Right Hon. Gen-

the necessity of interfering with the internal govern-

He did not mean to speak disrespectfully of Lord.
Dalhousie, whom he believed to be a man of high
honour ; but when he spoke of the government he

him by the parties, imposed on him the obligation of

and without watching over the maintenance of their

or to any others ; but he felt it a paramount duty to

House the reasons which 11fluenced him on this oc-

we were connected, and who claimed the privilege
of a great community, fully bound to the mother)
country by more substantial and inviolable ties thun
we were bound to foreign Governments, and whom
it was impossible to relinquish without a sacrifice of
He held with respect to morality, that
the bond of union ought to be the same as that which.
His maxims of
colonial policy inthe present state of the world were
few and simple, and these were to protect the colo-
nies, and suffer them to conduct their own internal
ought to be left to the reasonable
administration of their own Government, and possess

proper
If this maxim should be adher-
ed to, it was the only maxim by which the cclonies,
in the present sate of mankind, were likely to re-
This was
{the only maxim by which any well regulated Gov-
ernment could be maintained in the colonies—and

y | sive to the country, but this he could not assent t
. done so much and were so celchrated for their legi:

‘to this colony, which could be so defective as hel
been represented ?

SRS : ihe believed the fault lay not with the state of tie
Hon. Gentleman, by the historical deduction men- laws, but the evil arose entirely from the mode 18

which they were carried iato execution. The Hous®

: . ‘of Assembly was not so much to blame as hel
tleman had divided his speech into two parts, con-| been imagined. They had pagsed a variety of Bill
sisting of two different classes of reasoning, to prove for reforming and improving the laws and custon!

8 . : |of the cSuntry, but they were all thrown out by the
ment of the Canadas. He (SirJ. M.) considered that, Upper House—that House com letely under the

there existed faults to a great amount in the admi-! control of Government.

nistration of the Government by Lord Dalhousie. : no fear of reformation ; they, on the contrary, san¢

did not allude to the man. His (SirJ.’s) opinion
of these grievances was different from that enter- |

——

P ———

rounds on which the Right hon. Ge
tghat a Committee should ll)% appointedn?t'Tn::;“"'.u
into the law of real property, and expense o fq‘:i“"
gation, which is almost a denial of justice. T} ti-
are the first grounds for inquiry. The se;:on d sy
the inadequate representation in the colonial Lea{e.
lature ; and for that reason the subject is to begu-
ferred to a Committee. The third subj .

g ect
mode of legislation—these are the three 18, the

which he has specified for calling upon the Ky,
Burgesses, &c. of Great Britain, in Pa‘rliamemé1 ts,
sembled, to take the civil Government of the C‘na&
das into consideration, and legislate for thege col‘-
nies. But are these the only grounds on \Vhich}:
should have rested the merits of the que |

uesti
Canada the only country where grie 1 ton ? |y

S : . vances of
deseription exist ¢ Did they never hear thum?;

other countries as well as in Canada
property and other law usages were as complete 4
labyrinth as the human mind could conceive 7
(Hear, hear.) He had no wish to enter into g
the intricacies of the subject, and would say simpl

that in a certain country, for the last forty years y;
high legal character of the greatest acyteness,{co&m
not trace clearly what the law was,. and went o
doubting without end. This was well known, He

or pretend to mention names, but every one kpey
that in other countries as well as Canada the Com-
mon laws and other laws were extremely defective
Did the Right hon. Gent. never hear of any other
country where there was no rule or principle of lay
to guide a judgment of a Coutt, and where the peo.
{ple were equally defective with those in Canada o

the affairs of the country, and was Canada alone 1,
be brought forward for judgment, because it wasnot
superior to other countries ? The third charoe
against its inhabitants was one of a serious nature—
they were ignorant of political economy. The de-
bates of the Legislature show the grossest ignorancs
on that point—they would not allow the importatio
of a single grain of foreign corn—(laughter ;) they
sald they could raise sufficient food for the peoplQ
of the country, and that other nations were depen

Legislature of Canada was guilty of, and, therefor,
the Right hon. Gentleman had brought forwarda
motion for appointing a Committee to correct the
malpractices of these seignioral legislators. Tl
'were ealled an Assembly of seigniaral legislators—
grave, sedate and imposing—but after al% what did
this word seigntoral signify ? 'Translated into sin-
ple mnocent English, stignioral meant manorid,
and manorial meaut only the Lord of the Manor.
These Lords of the Manor had been charged with
neglecting their duty.  He was but a bad sportsman,
his spoiting days was over—(laughter ;) and he
would-nut, tierefore, say whether Lords of the Ma-
nor performed their Parliamentary- duty better by
sitting day aiter day legislating about pheasants,
hares and partridges, and displaying more zeal for
the sports of the field than for the well being and in-
provement of their fellow subjects.—[uear, hear.]
Had the Right hon. Gentleman proposed to alter the
'law, and arraign the Legislature of any other cour-
(ry, ne mighit nave supperted him'; but he musi sar
that nothing yet had been mentioned which coull
| justify such a viclent interference in the affairs
'a dependant state. The Custom of Paris, whii
' had been in use since 1717, was said to be bad—
'as bad as the laws respecting the divisigps of reil
| property, and at the same time enormously expe

' Was it likely that a body oflearned men, who had

‘tive enactments, would have given a code of la¥

It was not at all likely, and

The Lower nouse showe

tioned it, carried it partly into eflect, and were prt:
veunted only by the Upper nouse from carrying !
fully into effect. They sanctioned the indepen-
dence of the judges, and gave their assent to a vare
of measures of the most vital importance in a free

government, it would be ihconsistent in him to with-‘ “‘tained by the Right hon. Gent. But what are the'state ; but all these were rejected t?y the other xons¢:

-
-~

’

L ¢

the law of rey].

would not allude more particularly to the individual,'

many points of the first importance in regulating

'dent on them. All thi3 monstrous nonsense the




