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lingered nour three weoks*—Sir P. Warwick, that he died 
ja three or four days ; the former, that two bullets broke the 
shoulder-bone, the latter that he was only hurt in the shoul- 
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whose. devoledness to her husband on the 
 gpack ts teell known. 

Her hands were clasp’d, her dark eyes raised, 

The breeze threw back her hair ; 
Up to the fearful wheel she gazed— 

All that she loved was there. 
‘be night was round her clear and cold, 

*" The holy heaven above, 
Its pale stars watching to behold 
The might of earthly love, 

e+ And b'd me not depart.” she cried, 
“'My Rudolph say not so! | 

This is no time to'quit thy side ; 
Peace, prac, I cannot go. 
Hath the world aught for me to fear 

’ When deathis on thy brow ? 

The world ! what means it >—mine is here— 
J will not leave thee now. | 

3 

I have been with thee in thine hour 
Of glory and of bliss ; 

~~ Doubt not memory’s living power 
~ “Tostrengthen me through this ! 
And thou, mine honor’d love and true, 
~~ Bear on, bear neblv on } | 
We have the blessed heaven in view, 

Whose rest shall soon be won.” 

And were not these high words to flow 
~ Fron woman’s breaking heart ? 
Thro’ all that n'ght of bitter woe 
. 8he bore her lofty part ; 

But oli ! with such a glazing eye, 
With such a cordled cheek— 

Love, love! of mortal agony, . 
: Thou, oaly thou, shoud’st speak ! 

The wind rose high—but with it rose 
«Her voice, that he might hear ; 

~ Perchance that dark hour brought repese 
To happy bosoms near, 

- While she sat striving with despair 
Beside his tortured form, 

And pouring her deep soul in prayer 
Forth on tbe rushing storm. 

She wiped the death damps from his brow, 
‘With her pale hands and soft, 3% 

Whose touch upon the lute chords low 
Had st:lled his heart so oft, 

$he spread her mantle o’er his breast, 
~~ She bath’d his lips with dew, 
And on his cheek such kisses pres’d 
As hopo and joy ne’er knew. 

- Oh ! levely are ye love and faith, 
Enduring to the last ! 

| ) ~ She had ber meed—one smile in death— 
2 © Andhis worn spirit pass’d. 
=o While ev’n as o’er amartyr’s grave 

‘She knelt on that sad spot, 
- And weeping bless’d the Gop who gave 

Strength to forsake it not ! 

The following is the picture of Gertrude von der Wart, 

der. But the following is the most contradictory statement 
of all, equally worthy of Credit, perhaps more so, as it was 
related by Sir Robert Pye, who married Hampden’s eldest 
daughter. es Pog | 

““ Two of the Harleys and one of the Foleys, being at 
supper with Sir Rober. Pye, at Farringdon-house, Berks, on 
their way to Herefordshire, Sir Robert Pye related the ac- 
count of Hampden’s. death as follows :— 
“ That at the action of Chalgrave-field, his pistol burst, 

and shattered his hand. He, however, rode off and got to 
his quarters ; but. finding the wound mortal, he sent for 
Sir Robert Pye, then a Colonel in the Parliament army, and 
who had married his eldest daughter, and told him that he 
looked on him as in some degree accessary to his death, 
as the pistols were a present-from him. Sir Robert assured 
him, that he bought them in Paris, of an eminent maker, 
and had proved them himself. It appearcd, on examining 
the other pistol, that it was loaded to the muzzle with seve- 
ral supernumerary charges, owing to the carelessness of a 
servant, who was ordered to see the pistols were loaded every 
morning, which he did without drawing the former charge.”’— 
From Lord Oxford's Papers. | 

In order to ascertain the real facts, application was made 
by Lord Nugent to the Earl of Buckinghamshire, (to whom 
the family estates have descended), that the coflin might be 

mine the arms, which nearly 
presented a very muscular appeararice. 
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a trestle, the first. operation wasto exa. 
rela ned their original size, and 

On lifting'up the nght arm, we found that it was dis 
sessed of its hand. Wa might therefore naturally cop; 
ture that it had been amputated, asthe bone presented 5 : 
fectly flat appearance, as if sawn off by some sharp ing 
ment. On searching under the clothes, to our no small ats. 
nishment; we found the hand or rather a number of Soak 
bones enclosed in a separate cloth, 

For about six inches up the arm the flesh had wasted 
away, be ng evidently smaller than the lower part of the left 
arnt, to which the hand was very firmly united, and which ig 
sented no symptoms of decay further than the two wl, of 
the fore finger loose. Even the nails remained entire of 
which we saw no appearance in the cloth containing the re. 
mains of the right hand, | | 

At this process of the investigation, we were 
satisfied that, independently of the result of any Potion) 
amination, such a striking coincidence as the loss of the 
right hand would justify éur bel ef ‘n Sir Robert Pye’s state. 
ment to the warleys, that his presentation pistol was the 
innocent cavee of a wound which’ef erwards proved morta] 
It was, however, possible, that at the same moment, in the 

JOHN HAMPDEN. 

{which was confirmed by the rector, who politely tendered his| 
assistance to further the inquiry. ~ 

It is remarkable, that so distinguished and opulent a fa- 
mily as that of Hampden should never have possessed a pri- 
vate vault, for the interment of the respective branches of 
the family ;—such, however, is not the case ; they have, 
froma very early period, been buried inthe chancel of the 
church, about tour feet deep. | 
On the morning of the 21st of July, we all assembled in 

the church, and commenced the operation of opening the 
ground. Afier examining the mitials and dates on several 
leaden coffins, we came to the one in question, the plate of 
‘which was so corroded, that it crumbled nto. small pieces on 
touching it. It was therefore impossible to ascertain the 

_ |name of the individual that it contaired. 
1 The coffin had originally been enclosed in wood, covered 

with velvet, a small portion only of which was apparent, 
near the bottom at the left side, which wasnot the case with 
those of a later date, where the initials were very distinct, 
and the lead more perfect and fresher in appearance.— 
The register stated, that Hampden was interred on the 
25th day of June, 1643, an old document, still in existence, 

opened and the body examined. | . bead hanging down, and ‘his hands leaning on his horse's 
The Earl, after due consideration, granted the request, neck.” 

and the clavicle firmly united to the scapula, nor wae thers 
the least appearance of contusion or wound. | 
The socket of the right shoulder, on the contrary, was of 

a brownish cast, and the clavicle being found quite loose 

and disunited from the scapula, proved that dislocation had 
taken place. The bones, however, were quite perfect. Such 

dislocation, therefore, must have arisen, either from the 

force of a ball or from Colenel mampden having fallen 

from his horse, when he lost the power of bolding the reins 
by reason of his hand being so dreadfully shattered. Thelat. 
ter in all probability was thie case, asit would be barely pos 

gives a curious and full account of the grand procession on 
the occasion ; we were, therefore, pretty confident, that this 
must be the one in question, having carefully examined all the 
others in succession. 

It was lying under the western window, near the tablet 

erected by him, when living, to the memory of his beloved 
wife, whose virtues he extolsin the most affectionate lan- 
guage. Without positive proof, it was reasonable to suppose 
that he would be interred near his adored partner, and this 
being found at her feet, it was snanmously agreed that the 

1 lid should be cut open to ascertain the fact, which proved 
afterwards that we were not mistaken. | 
The parish plumber decended, and commenced cutting 

across the coffin, then long'tud nally, until the whole was suf- 
ficiently loosened to rol back, in orderto lift off tle wooden 
lid beneath, which was found in such good preservation, 
that it came off nsarly entire. 

giving way. 

ea 
abdomen had f lenin. 
and the process of examination commenced. S:lence reigned 
Nota w 

| Beneath this was another lid 
{ of the same material, which was raised without materially 

The coffin had originally been filled up with saw-dust, 
which was found undisturbed, except the centie, where the 

The -saw-dust was then removed, 

heat of the actien at Chalgrave, when. Colonel nam 

discharged his pistol at his td -ersary, that his omic - 
ball might wound "him in the sloulder ; for, he was soon 
aftereabserved, as stated by Sir Philip Warwick, ** with his 

RE. 

In order to corroborate-or d'sprove the different statements 
relative to his having been wounded in the shoulder, a close . 
examination of each took place. (I 

The clavicle of the right shoulder was firmly united to the : 
scapula, nor dd there appear any con‘usion or indentation now 

that evinced symptoms of any wound ever ‘having been in- 
flicted. The left shoulder on the contrary, was smaller and” - 

sunken in, as if the clavicle had been displaced. To remove Ww 

all doubts, it was adjudged necessary to remove the arms, Sept 
which were amputated with a penkn fe. | Gene 

The socket of the left arm was perfectly white and healthy, shird 

———— 

W 
sible for a ball to pass through the shoulder without some Sessi 

fracture either of the clavicle or the scapula. 4 ee 

In order to examine the head and hair, the body was rais- JER. . o" 

ed up and supported with a shovel ; on reaping the cloth Proce 

which adhered perfectly to the back of the hea , we found -— | 

the hair in a complete state of preservation. - It was a dark J 0) 

auburn colour, and according to the custom of the times was Siisit 
very long—from five to six inches. It wasdrawnup and to M 

tied round atthe top of the head with black thread or silk. Exce 

The ends had the appearance of having been cut off. On ‘Ger 
‘taking hold of the top-knot, it soon gaye way, and came off 

like a wig. a] | 
Here a singular scene presented itself. ‘The worn of cor 

Narrative of the disinterment of the body of John Hanip- 
den, Esq., (commonly called tha ‘ Patriot’’) in Hamp- 
den church, Backs, on the 21st July, 1823, to ascertan 
the cause of hie death ; some historians supposing that he 

og HE US Lr 1648) ota po] then the second, and a third—such care having been extend- 

_ posing that he was killed-by the bursting of his own pistol, | 
with which his son-in-law, Sir Robert Pye, had presented | 
him, Presént oa the occasion—Tue R ght ‘Honorable! 
Lord Nugent, Counsellor Denman, the Rev. -Mr. Brookes, | 
Mr, Heron, Mr. Grace, (steward to the Eyrl of Bucking-! 
ham:hire), Geotge Coventry, sx other young gentlemen, 

+ with whoze names Iwas not acquainted, twelie grave-dig-| 
gors and assietants, with the clerk of the Parish: 
The manner in which Jr. Hampden met his 

death had long been a disputed point ir history. 
Lord Clarendon, Rushworth, Ludlow, Noble, and others, 

severally state that at the battle of Chalgrave field he was 
mortally wounded in the shoulder by a musket ball, that Le! 
lingsred for several days, and expired in great agony. 

Lord Clarendon says, that Hampden *¢ being shot into 
the shoulder with a brace of bullets, which broke the bone, 
‘within three weeks after died with extraordinary pain, to as 

feat a consternation of all that party as if their whole army 
id been def:ared or cut off.” | 

Sir Pailip Warwick states that ¢ Mr. Hampden received 
a hurt in his shoulder, whereof he ded in three or four dave 
after : for his blood in his temper was acrimonious, as the 

~— woul commonly on his face shewed.”” ¥n another place he 
rves, *‘‘ One of the prisoners tuken in the action said, 

yo ke was confident Mr. Hampden was hurt ; for he saw 
him, contrary to his usual custew, ride olf the field, before 
the action was finished, his head hanging down and his hands 
lesning upon his horse’s neck. | 
What reliance can we place upon historians, when we seo 
puch contradictory statgcients ? Lord Clerendon says, Le 

toe of expectation, awaiting the result as to what appearance 

the face v.ould present when divested of its covering. 

the outer cloth, which was firmly wrapped round the body — 

ed to preserve the bady from the worm of corruption. 

usper or breath was heard. Each stood onthe tip- 

Lord Nugent descended into the grave, and first removed 

Here a very sngular scene presented itself. No regular 
foatures were apparent, altheugh the face retained a death- 
like whiteness, and she ved the various windings of the blood 
vessels beneath the skin, The upper row of teeth were. per-| 
fect, and thos¢ that remained in the under jaw, on being 
taken out and examined, were quite sound. 
A Little beard remained on the lower 

. x . 1) 3 . - . 

and the whiskers were strong, and somewhat lighter thav)yoice which'was once raised on behalf of his pes 
his hair which was a full auburn brown. 

part of the br dge of the rose still remained elevated, the 
| remainder had given way to the pressure of thie cloths, 
| Which had been firmly bound round the bead. The eyes 

we e but slightly sunk in, and were coyered with the same 

social and domestic tie for the glorious cau
se of freedom 3 2 

ruption was busily employed, the skull in some places being 

perfectly bare, whilst in others the skin remained nearly ex: 

tire, upen which we discovered a number of maggots ani SE 
|small red worms on the-feed with great activity. is ‘wu WwW 

the only spot where any symptons of life was apparent; 
; 

ifthe . brain contained a vital principle within it, which ex His | 

gendered its own destruction ; otherwise, how can we at of H 

count; afiera lapse of near two centuries, finding living SRpO 

creatures preying upon the seat of intellect, when they Andr 

no where else to be. found, in no other part of the body Atocl 

He was five feet nine inches in height, apparently of great Pu 

msusenlar strength, of a vigorous and robust frame ; fore Exce 

head broad and high ; the skull altogether well all ¢ 

cuch an one as the imagination would conceive capable d 

areat exploits i ns t ed 

Here 1 close the nafrative—one of singular interest ! Aa 

| those who were eye witnesses of the examinatign, which pr 

sented a scene so rovel, so ghastly, but at the same time ® 

full of moment, that it will ever prove a memorable nd 

in the short era of our lives. We recalled to mind Milk 

virtuous actions of the deceased ; his manly defence aga ‘Lum 

the tvrannv of the Star Chamber, his abandonment of ever] : ego 

land recti 

part of the chin, | whilst we gazed upon his remains remembered, that thé] ror 

The upper| contributed in no small measure to pave the way for ll some 

blessings of liberty, which but for his warning, might | vary 

this day have been withheld frem-an enlightened -people. | -r 
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white film which characterized the general appearance of 
the face. N ~ 

Firding that a d'flerence of opinion existed as to the in- 
dentation in the lofi shoulder, were it was supposed lie had 
been wounded, it was unan mously agreed upon to raise up 
the coffin altogzsther, and place it in the centre of the church 
wherc'a more accurate examination might take place. 
The cofiin was extremely heavy, but by elevating one 

end with a crow-bar, twe strong ropes were adjusted_ under 
Fetter end; 
manner possible. 

* The battle of Chalgrave-feld was fought on the 18th 
of June, 1€43. Hampden d ed on the 24th, and was buried 
on the 25th, as stated in the par’eh reg ster. Sir W, Dug- 

and thus drawn up by 12 men in the ost careful! 

dale mentions several instances where persons of rank weré 
interred the day afier their decease. 

panied wit 
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