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PROBABLE COLLISION OF THE EARTH 
AND ACOMET. 

Never removing from the sun tg a greater distance than 

Pallas, 30d crossing the track of the earth, as well as (hat of 

every other planet below Pallas, more then sixty times in a 

century, it is from the comet of Encke chiefly hat we 
bave to apprehend the risk of a collision, It is found to 

to be particularly liable to suffer perturbation from the ar. 

traction of Mercury, which it sometimes anproaches so 
wear as §60,000 wiles. This circumstance has led some to 

apprehend that at a future period a colision may take place 

between this comet and Mercury ; at all events, their fre 
went proximity will afford to astronomers jhe means of 
ermening that plenet’s mass, which is net yet accurately 

known. Concerning is approach to our ewn plaset, 
Olbers has complied, that in the course of 88 000 years 
chis comet will comsas near to us as the moon ; that in 

four millions of years it will pass at the distance of abou 
~,760 geographical miles, when if its attraction should 

equal that of the earth, the waters of the ocean will be 

elevated 19.000 feet, that is, above ail mountains except 

Mount Blane. The inhabitants of the Andes and Hima 

Lay movnains, therefore, would alone be able to escape 

sich a delige, which would, probably, lcave upen our globe 

records of 11s eccurrence, similar 10 those discoverable at 

the present day. After a lapse of two hundred and nine- 

teen milions of years, according to the calculations of the 

same astro. omer, an aciusl collision will take place between 

this comet and the earth, severe enough to shatter its ex 

ternal crust, aiter ths el-ments of its orbit, aad annihilate 

the various species of animated beings dwalling on its sur 
face. [enee we may conclude that; in the covise of two 

hundred and ninerecn millions of years, our glabe will c:r 

@inly be smashed, by a comet. [I have remarked hat 

Encke’s comet approaches nearer the earth’s orbit than any 
other yet discovered ; and hence the probability is, that 

the fate which is thos demonstrated to be referved for our 

globe, will be fulfilled by means of this particular comet. 

But such speculations, however siriking the resuls, con. 
duce to no practical adraniags. and contribute litle 10 the 

edvancement of science. They afford astonishing proofs of 
the energy of man’s miciieciusl power, by which he ex 

tends bis vision to the horizon of the mest distant fururity, 

“and looks forward, it may b>, with a feeling of complacen: 
asurarce, to thse momentous events, which from his 

knowledge of nature, he 1s enabled to foresee. But let 
bim not resi too confiden:dy vn the verity of such anucipa- 

tjons.~—Astron mers have prophecied, itis true, the colliston 

af a cemet with the carth, an event that will at once des- 
wroy the greater part of the human species 4 but any sligh. 
sttraction, which, 1a calzula.ing the movements of this 

comet, they have chanced 10 overlook, must tavaiidate all 
their concluiions, 2nd render the prediciion at once vain and 
futile 3 while pea’ape, som: other comet, among the many 

thousands traversing the system, and following an orbut to 
w unkoown. may, in the msanwhile, reme 1n contact with 
our globe, and thus, withcuc 2ny warning of its approach, 
produce the sam: wniible eter, lene before ihe expected 
period have arnved. mem dines Essay on Comets. 

A harmiess yor very whraisecal i ke was played off. in!tlewan already began to dream of having gained the hrar 

Be schoolhouse ob Doune, when It was occupied a? police 

Office, by the pecs] constables on duy during the late [army, or a cure of souls, as a bnal result of this romaniic ad. 
| 

farr 1 ~<A siout rovust native of ire Kiverald Isle, appar- 
rend: moe onder the 1aflluecce of mon an dew than good 

breeding. staggered into the (fre abu rndnight, and with 
out the lease ceremony sreetched bist if on his back on. the 
brick Bers Ine few wines 2fierwirds, the loudness of 

the votes «hich procecded from Car’s nasal organ vetokened 

tiat he was scund asleep, al:hcuzh wha followed gave. evi- 
dence that thas was more assumed than real. The room was 

dak and glrany 5 yer the ine: ing hight which escap-d 
{from a fecble Bre showed the constables that if they shonld 
wiempt to ject he sisngei uo aymgs, (eey badam “ugly 
customer” 0 deal with. Ta the midst of their dilecma, 3 
wag among the number be ivi hy him of a plan for effect- 
ing their ot ject, without ay trouble, [le accordingly 
began to whisper mysicrioosiy to hig companions — yet suf- 
Bacay audible to reach Pai’s ears — what aa excellent op 
prtveity they bad of secuiing a good subject for the 2narc. mils koife. All aff:cred jo be delighted with he scheme 

and agreed still in whicpers-- hat being only an Eridim, 
there could be po risk ef discovery, while there was a fer. 
winty of a subject so {resh yielding a bandscmzsum. One 

| propos, to anoiber to siniber 91m---another to blezd hun There was dear to all his prospects, 1a th: very tea. "To 
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[From th: York Herald. ] 

{ ped- -conversition entucd ; but suspicious as the hour and 
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ROYAL GAZETTE. 
to death. It was wow remarked thar Pat’s vasal notes fell at 
least an octave.:-an indication sufficient 16 induce the con- 
stables to proceed in chair threas. It was allowed char 

smothering was a neat way of doing the business, but” ua. 
luckily they had neither bed nor blankets ;---# patch on his 

The various modes for stabbing aud strangling were in ‘this 
way discussed, but rejected, for fear of eiher abusing the 
room, Or making an unseemly subject for the anatomist. 

At length shooting bim through the head was agreed upon 
as the least objectionable mode. During this debate the 

orostraie Hibernian was evidently in a most uncomfortable 
stato of trepidation ; his snoring indications of sleep dicd 

away to suppressed breathings : and 1t was observed that 

he shily managed to hitch himself forward towards the, door, 

by catching wiih his heelsat the irregularities 10 the floor, 

To poor Pat every moment was fravght wiih danger, | 
Hs assumed assassins affecied to commence ihe operation of 
loading the piece, which must in a few. minutes cerninate | 

his existence ; at each ne of preparation for effecting the 

horrid deed, Pat kad recourse to his novel mode. of progres 

sion. Matters weat on in this way till the ramming Jowe 

of the last colfin..-which.was done with as much precision 

and parade as pen, case, and black lead pencil would peri. 
Pat at this interesting. moment was right opposite the door, 
which happened to be parily open. Ee sprung to his feet in 
lan instant-=-and at one leap cleared the dour, ard volied our 
of sight, bis tormentors never having seen or heard of his 
since.---Séirling Advertiser, | 

MOST EXTRAORDINARY STORY. 

A very remaikable iu:iance of the depravity of the hu- 
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return again dnd knock at the door, was impossible. His 
only ahernative was to go 10 his tah, to retire; and weil the 

second interview. He did repair.to the inneechie did retire 
~his dreams were sill of gold, but alas! they were rela. 
tive 10 the loss of his gold watch, gold chaip, and gold seals, 
The following day he consolied a friend, who advised: 

him'to forsake his foolish anticipations of a second inter- 
view as arranged, and to 986 no (ime in going with a police 
officer to the mansion of he lady. “He took this advice, 
and they were introduced into 2 large and must clegan: 
room, The lady of the house soon appeared—but she was 
not ihe desired fair one. . Her female servants were sll sue- 
moned wp, but the midnight wanderer was not amongst them, 
Iequiry was then made, if there was no oiler resident fe- 
male there, The reply was, that there was but one y. 3 
and she bejng the governess, was with the children ; ap 
ber privacy should mot be intruded vpon by the rude ister. 
rogations of any such men as they were. Tae prodeciice. 
of a seiech warrant, hcwever, soon silenced all opposition ; 
and the governs was intrcduced, She was fair as the 
morning, lovely in appearance as a sumaer’s evening, 2nd 
bashful asa nun: bur alas] she was hs suspected thief, 
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Proertations of innecence, symptoms of fainting, &c. &e. 
ensued : but she was ordered to open her trunks, 10 expose 
ner drawers, and (0 disclose lung hidden secrets, 10 1his man. 
of brizf authority. 
To conclude—in one of those trurky was found, mot 

oply the lost watch, bur also many other watches, several 

puicey ard &ec. &c. ihe production of many other 3 mid- 
night ramble, which a horritle propensity had prompicd, 
and which kad teen 1zken when ihe respectable family, with 
whom she then was, were gore to a peaceful repose,’ 
Tle dewection caused great distress ‘to all zromnd ihe 

man heart, aed of the power of evil propensities, even in. 
defiance of the refinement of education, is said to have late- 
ly been evinced in a great commercial and manufacturing 
own of a neighbauring county, wheie this paper is exten- 
sively circulaied. The occurrence bas formed the subject 
of general. conversation, and bas exgited great interest among 
the social parties of this city ; but we deem it prudest at 

presen: to forbear giving the name of (he town or che ad- 
drces of the partes. The circumstances sre 2s follow : -- 

A commercial gentleman baving, in the course of one 
of his jonrneys, arrived at the town ailuded 10, was out from 

his ton later than 1s usual wih the virtuous part of that 
aseful fraternuy., It asmot forus to enquire why a gendle. 

«an should be out at an. unseasepadle hour, or to doubt the 

fact that good company, or a  genicel associate, must always, 
in such cases, form the powerof aitraction. Gentility, how. 
ever, in some seasons and sivations, 1s more calculaied to ex, 

cite suspicion, than to command respect, and such was the cas: 
to the d+tail of which we are hastening. Qur boro, during 

a sauncer in one of the principal sireets, was met by a lady, 
wbo.e genteel appearance roused his curtosity and cummand- 

ed his admiration. That she was nota couriezan, was evi- 
dent to kim ; but yet she hesicaied as she pissed him, and 

appeared to be in guest of an unknown friend. He stop- 

circumstances might appear, her virtue was not to be doubt 

ed, nor could her superior deparimanat and education be dis 
guiscd, She was in apparent haste, but ergaged to meer 

bin again the following evering, Toe first interview was. 
|eansequently short, but delightful, for the commercial gen. 

of an heiress ; and as be anucipated, a commission in the 

venture, he now and then fclt 1t exceediagly irksome hat he 
should ever have had 10 associate wich travellers, whose liye 
are ignobly spent ip procuring paltry ordess in trade, and 
whose only objzat is 0 realise profit for perhaps low and 

avaricions employers, : | 
In tc ‘midst of this diversified reverie, our hera, prompt. 

ed by curiosity, and influenced by caution, turned and fol. 
lowed at a distance the fair lady who bad exhibited so much 
condescension amd pardality towards bin, kis objec 
was to convince himself of the fact, hat she was no com 
man personage, Ile soon saw ber ascend a lofiy flight of 

step, which formed the eatragcee to a stately. mansion. Sue 
did mot knock at the door; but, with the adtherity of is 
owner, sha opened-it with a key, and glided’in like the fairy 
vision of an enchanted tower. He drew. near with a cau 
tious step—23 copied the number of. the hovse—:nd be 
doubled the proudest of all his aspiring cilculangos. 
On his return, the clock of a neigtibouringcbuichs uck 

iwelve 3 ang he thought bg would lock zthis watch—. un, 
nl. was gone. The fair owner of that noble m2 on 

thief She acknowledged that she hud always held prostita- 
tiom in the utmost abhorrence ; but she had a strorg pre- 
pensiiy 10 steal, and had picked many a pocket, whilst fore. 
+ engagements of second rnierviews, which she mever 
meant to confi. In the midst of this career, she tTusted 
for" escape to the respectability of her situation being a%ove. 
suspicion ; and ber discovery cond then on'y be atiributed 
to the credultiy of her accuser, The whele affair, however, 
was ma-le up 10 s2ve the feelings of the family —she way dis- 
charged from their employment ; acd we tell the siary as. 
3 warning to commercial genlemen, and to the public a4 
large, 

EXECUTION IN FRANCE, 

Paris, October 3a. 

On Tuerday last tok place. at Versailles, the exeeution- 
of two women-.-cne named Pitra, and the other Darcy---. 
condemned at the last Assizes for the Department of the. 
Seine and Qise ; he woman Pirs for havieg poisvsed 
her husband, and the girl Darcy for the wsurder of her mo-. 
ther. 

Since her condemnaiton, ihe woman Piira, who, during 
hee trial, evinced greac firmness and sang froid, has given 
herseif up to the most violent despair, con tawliy protesting 
her innocence, and appealing trom ths jiica of men tw 
that of (gud. She has bean frequenily visited by two charia 
table ladies, belonging. wo the most respetadle famiiies, whe 
have scught to calm her mind, and tring her to a proper 
sense of ber situation, Fhe other culprit, the gicl Darcy, 
kas since her (rial been in a state of moral stupor, and ap- 
parently unconscious of ihe dreadful fate hanging over ber. 
On being informed, on Tuesday morning, that the execu- 
ton was to taks place in the afiernoon, the woman Pita 
tiered the must bBarrowing cries of horror and despair ; 
whilst the girl Darcy was scarcely roused from her state of 
apathy by the dreadful inielligence. When tlie execution- 
ers appeared, the women Pitra fell into convulsiuns. Qa 
coming to herself she exclaimed.-.¢ It 1s, then, all over: 
my lasi bour has struck. Ifthe justice of God be not mare 
true than that of men, whatam I ro expect ? I am a poor, 
unfortunate, and innocent woman,” She was then taken, 
leaniog on the two ladies already meniicned, into another 
room, to undergo the sad prelirainaries of her punishment. 
Shs thanked the ladies for their chaiitable attention to ber, 

and spoko of ber ehild, who, as she said, would, in a few 
minutes more, be deprived of a mother. Perceiving one of 
the turkeys, she s.id--.% Jet five francs be given Ells 
poor. ferome. This cannot be refused me, for irgs one 
the last wishes of a dying woman.” She thea badedbim 
adieu, and resumed ber protestaiigns., of innocence, saying, 
“ This 1s the justice of man, 10 condemn a woman upon 
mere suspicion.’ “Put your coasidence in the justice ¢f God," 
said the Countess ds «=e 10 her, at ihz s2ae time holding could aever bave taken if, as a rokco of rememd.ce, 

up a crueifix to ber lips, © Will bu justice,” escimmed; 


