" and unalterable portions of hmﬁan koowledge, of the most

YA

b, e S
. W e
o " &
% - 3
=
&:

:
e 5 Bao

23 2

b 5 *
A} _‘.3”
\ : 9
B

h 4 .

LR -
¢ l' "
*

‘not made ap article of the Mosaic Law, and apparently for
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<X ISTENCE OF THE SOUL BETWEEN
mi)mm AND THE RESURRECTION.

By THE REV. CEORGE CroOLY.*

The two most ancient and most upi\r?-'rs.al_ doctrines in
the world, are the existente of a Supreme Being, and the ex-
istence of the soul after death. - Both have formed the be-
Vief of races of mankind, separite by the widest intervals
of time and space ; they were the doctrines (o the earliest
dwellers upon earth, as much as they are of its present gen-
eration ; they are the substance of a belief, however rude,
in the forests and wildernesses of the New World, as much
as they are in the cultivated wisdom and civilized life of the
Old. If consent, aotiquity, suitableness of our nature,
and the conviction of innumerable miinds of the highest
rank, can give them the force of principles, they are fixed

essential and loftiest nature,
The doctrine of the immortality of the soul was certainly

the reason which predominated through the whole of that
dispensation. It was preliminary to a clearer and more |
illustriou. one. Imperfection was a part of its nature. But
no charge can lie against the mercy and wisdom of the Law-
giver. He gave a most powerful inducement for virtue,
in giving teporal blessings as its reward : perhaps he gave
the only indacement which could powerfully act upon an
obstinate and half-barbarian people ; perhaps, too, the only
satisfactory groof of the soul’s immortality that could be
given, was the resurrection of the Messiah—an event neces-
sarily future, Itis unquestionablc, besides, that one of the
objects of the Jewish dispensation was to give testimony to
the being and providence of Deity, in the presence of the
surrounding, natioos ; and, to a certain extent, to convert
them to the knowledge of God—an object much more likely
to be attained by the visible mirzcles of providential pros-
perity and deliverance displayed among the Jewish people,
than by the mere abstract view of reward in heaven, how-
ever superior.

_As to the presumed injustice of denying to the Jew the

knowledge which bas been given to the Christian, there is nof

ground for the presumption, unless it be affirmed that all
knowledge must be given, or the criminal be deemed innocent.
To the Jew, the erdinance declaring& temporal presperity to|
be the reward of goodness, was given. Theonly guestion is,
whether it was sufficient to excite the humar heart to obedi-
ence ?—there is no doubt that 1t was.  To the Christian, to
whom as a member, not of a small community, but of the
general world, the promise of temporal prosperity could |
not be strictly applicable, the rewards of immortality were
declared as an inducement to excite him to virtue ; undoubt-
edly an inducement of a higher class, yet su:ll, in all pro-
bability, not the highest, by a thousand degerees, that the
Deity might offer, or that may be at this hour acting on the
minds of beings in other parts of the crea'ton.  But if the
inducement be such as‘ought to excite the mind of man to |
act, we have no right te murmur against the presumed paru-
ality, that having given ‘us knowledge enough for our state,
has not given us all knowledge.

Yet, it is equally unquesiionable, that though the actual
Mosaic Code contained no promisc of reward beyond the
grave, the Hebrew Scriptures are full of direct expressiops
“of the soul’s immortality, If there were but the one—= ]

am the God of Abrabamy. and the God of Isaac, and the

God of Jacob,” the declaration that silenced the Sadducees, | 7 of the Eternal ; yet that the spiric of the great Apos.

must have been long aniicipatcd by the wise among the peo-
ple—* God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”
He is not the Lord of beings extinct and annihilated, of
nonentities, but of actual existences—men removed from the
bumility of their life" of sojourning in the wilderness of the
world, to theirlife of glory in the Paradise of God.

The general belief of Hethenism was confessedly in the
future existence : a belief from time to time contested by the
querulous and feeble philosophy of their sophists and deba-
ters, but unshaken among the infinite multitude.

The fictions of the poets are in all nations constructed

Tartarus and Elysium, however coriched by the fine fan-
cies of men of genius, were but the transcripts of the univer-
sal tradition, that the soul survived the separation from the
body, and immediatély upon' that separation, entered upon |

\an active state of existence. The general name for its place
| of separate existence was Hades, or Orcus,

{the Hebrew primitive, implying, by that curious variety
of significations common to the language—to ask, as 2 mat-

of Babylon is triumphed over, he descends to Sheol, and 1s

| welcome—% Art thou become even as one of us P’

' mortal career, to have walked with God ?

Jise of God,~—should be sunk for years immeasurable into a
clod of the valley,

words were spoken, though the Patriorchs were 1434 i (heir
graves nearly four hundred years before,

Anotner text (Maibew, x. 28,) which we do nor recol-
lect to have seen applied, strongly expresses (he foundaticn
of the doctrine. ¢ Fear not them which kil] (he body, but
are not able to kill the sou!,” is an obvious declaration ’(bal
whatever may be the' means of extinguishing life, (he S,pirig
of mari is beyond their reach— that it does not share the
grave. Our Lord’s language to the penitent thief, 15 a sim-
tlar declaration. : * I say unto thee, this day shalt thou be
with me in Paradise,” Attempts bave been made 10 repre-
sent, by a mistranslation; this text as only a general and re.
remote promise : as if our Lord had said, ¢ This day
I tell thee.” But the immediate time seems (o be distinct-
ly inplied. The penitent thief had made a request ap"-

But the true evidence, equally superior to the feeblencs | . : .
of tradition, and the perplexity of human conjecture, is in|cable to aperiod, which, when he saw the Messiah on e

L G,  crossy and palpably leaving life, he must have locked on as
The doctrine is of the highest interest to the human mind.| remote, ¢ Lord, remember me when thou comest o thy king-

The aspect even of the grave 1s repulsive to our mlurc.!dom'“ His belief in the truth of Messiah, musy certainly

The abandonment—the separstion from life—the decay — {havc been of the most pre eminent k-i"d; when, in the midst
proof that the King

all are features that startle the heart of man. But the true of the fu’.!e“ visible . g of Israel was a
terror is the fearful darkness beyond; that wild waste hur{nn being, .ovcrwhclmcd by his encmies, c"P_ifi“g in the
through which the mind attempis to travel in vain, and commo;x o it of the 1085 2ad suffering w”hf’“‘ resisi-
which the imagination either relinquishes in despair, or peo- m.C: the rejection, tauntings, cnd cmd:y of bis peopie ;
ples with the forms of a bewildered and harrassed dream. with even his immediate followers as such all flying ; and

Ic is the glory of Christianity that it relieves the mind "»buta few, prompted by personal aff:ction, venturing to ap-

from the dread of final ruin. But in that long dura(ionsproa.cdh his dying hour : and '.nm less 1n the midst Cff e
which bhas intervened between the death of our forefathers 1n {b?m lfpangs Ak wege . randing every DEf¥E Gl the Ermide]
the faith and the final resurrection to their reward, and which imseil, be could proclaim, by his solitary and glorious a-

M ierar) vowal, bus reli : > - ,
maysull intervene between our owndeparture and the greatday }  bus reliance on the declaration of God.  The answer,

of restoration—what is to be the state of the disembodied mind P then, 1s worthy of the Lord of life and death, 1 tell thee,

Is it to sink into utter uncousciousness with the body ?__!tlm day thou shalt be with me in Paradise.” I shall not

Against its total extinction we are secure.  But are the six| PU! Ofrh‘hch r"f’,'d to the period when I shall come in Y
thousand years that have passed over the tombs of the Patri-‘;"‘;m? , the visible King of Isracl 304 the world : I shall
archs to have been years of utter insensibility ?  Are the 1l- “b {;u at ence into the place of beatitude, where the dis-
lustrious displays of a perpetval Providence —the miracles, cm.kcf lci,"?"". of the holy are. The text 3130‘m3k¢'5 a
that divine power has been pouring out like sunbeams,| *F1KIRE Cistinction between the req-est and the promise,

from the eternal source of power and glory ; the sublime. The criminal asks to be a sharer in the future kingdom.

: : - : - ) This 1s no ; : :
counteraction of the vices and rebellions of our fallen nature; . t answered. But he is promised an entrance

in the vast extent of the Heathen world ; the conduct of e ‘h,c_[”c”"‘ P'arqdise; a promise, in which the remoter
heaven in raising up the chosen people ; the whole magnl | glory 1s included, with the additior: of the immediate and

. . unsolici ' | '
ficent system of the divine government on earth, more mag: icied happiness.  The parable of Dives and Lazarus,

nificent than even all the glories of the material universe ;— confessediy, like all the other parables, founded on the

are all those lofiy views which kindle the adoration of the gcnc;al belicf of the PCOPIF to whom 'f was 3dd{¢‘sfd, 15 3
highest spirits of beaven to be looked upon as having been 'p}r:o of the general belief at the time ;. but 1t 1s more,
utterly hidden from those who are declared, during their|. el e moral. lmpossibility in our Lord’s having taken
This we can. | for ic.foundatxon of even a parable, if its material were
not believe without the evidence of cither some physical im- not essenuially fruc. The adjuncts of the narrative may be,
possibility, or some distinct declaration of Scripture. ormay be not, additions, .f°‘ the purpose of giving an influ-
Can we conceive that the glowing spirit of St. Paul has| ence to the lesson at the time,  But, as Paley well observes,
slumbered during almost two thousand years P—that the dis- ;ll the parables, seem to have been systematically founded on
pensations of the Almighty wisdom during a third part of) afc" And where, we may add, do we find A instance
the age of the world have been hidden from a being, oGaparablc to.uc.hmg on.-:hc gross fables of antiquity, either
whose bourly delight was 1n the view of those dispensations ; reck oF {‘\sxfmc, Of, which, we know, that the greater part
who drank in knowledge, faith, and hope, direct from the wer(c)famnhar " Sysia £ o
eternal fount ; whose heart was hourly mounting on the d ur Lord is also declared to have dsscended, after bis
wings of holiness and burning gratitude to the throne of the| cath, into Hades, the place of ‘h? disembodied spirit, (im-
Eternal ; whose spirit was actually borne up, before 1t had| properly txzfnslaxcd H.c“’) and, as if expressly to obviate any
tkrown off the evil of flesh, to the third heaven ? What| vagusness in-our belief of the fact, his actual occupation
buc the positive law of Scripture can authorize the belief, there is assigned i—ae is declared o have preached 1o the
(bat, while even the passing generatious,—beings immersed spirits there, w.hosc bod:cs-had. perished in the deluge ; pro-
in the world, darkened by utsignnrance, and irflamed by its| bably that portion of antediluvian mankind, which had oot
passions,—may trace those mighty instances of benevolent rcyoltcd with the mulmud‘c,. but which, as is the law of great
power, exult in the knowledge that they pour upon them, can.astrophgs, bad suffered in the general purishment of the
and feel their highest hope and richest mental enjoyment in| evil o
the view of the rapid completivh of the promise and prophe-| But our Lord 1s declared to havs been in all things “our
ensample.”  Like us he lived on earth, subjzct to us strug-
tle,—with his hght finished, his work of faith and holy hc-ig,lcs and privations ; like us he died ; like bim we arero
roism done, his immortal crown gained, his solemn struggle !¢ from the grave bodily ;—and why are we to suppose
with eartbly passion and fleshly error ended in victory,—| that in one pointalone,— he active existence of the seul be-
should, ag the moment of triumph, be cast into the chains of tweendeath and the resurrection, — we are to be dissimilar’
darkness ; haveall his noble faculiies and angelic thoughis,j  Athis death, he makes an obvious distinction beiween the
his ambitiorn of eternity, sunk into a sea of oblivion ; his/body, which he was to leave on the cross, or surrender to the
freed spirnt, .tbat bad actually scen, even in life, what it bad |grave, and the Spirit, which was to_ survive.. In ibe final
not entered into the heart of man te conceive, nor had ever(agony he cries, ¢ Father, into thy hands I commead my
before been given to the eye of man 10 witness,—the Para.{ Spirit.”  And therevpon, says the Evangelists, * ke gave
up the Spirit.’””  He does not present his bedy to the bands
of the Father, St. Stephen, when dying, with the vision
of glory in his eyes, offers up his Spirit in almost the sams

« Multos Danaum dimittimus Orco.”’—En. 2.
For this place the jews used the wo:d Sheol, derived from

ter of anxious inquiry ; to crave eagerly,—and to uemand |
as a loan, or solicit as a matter to be returneds  The word |
for the Grave, or receptacle of the body alone, is Keber,
In the sublime passage of Isaiah, xiv. 9., where the King

met by the Rephaim, the spirits of the tyrants who have sunk
into the grave before him, and who give him the terrible

‘All analogy is against such a conception. But we have

the direct evidence of.Scripmre for the active existsnce of | words : ¢ Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit.”’ If no further
the soul on the separation from the body —the often- quoted | |

answer of our Lerd to those Jewish doctors, who denied the
existence of the soul, * God is not the God of the dead
but the living.”” This undoubredly implies, that he is the

meaning were (o be attached to ‘those prayers than'a geng

desire for the divine protection, why should the body, which
is hereafter to partake of a glorious destiny, be unnamed ’
Why should not the martyrs’ prayer have becn ¢ Lerd Je-

- ®Thése remarks pueo‘e a Review of the following work : Lord of the living in some more definite sense than as he is sus, receive my soul and body,’” if they were alike to be

 Testimonies in Proof of the separate existence of the Soul |the supreme master of all creation, active and inactive—
between Death and the |\merely materiglyand instinct with life.

in @ State of Selfeconsciousness

precipitated into the grave, and slumber alike, until the great
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Heis here declar-|day on which the body is toawike the its stumber °

Resurrection. By the Reverend fl‘homu Buntmgford. ed to be the Lord of beimgs existing at the time when the' The evident reason is, that their intermediate fates were (0
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