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# (, dearest 

«My child, 

Too often 

Te which 

There are 

Upon the 

‘Woven w 

But yet a 

With the 

That child beneath the flowers was laid ; 
Like dew 

To mingle in eternal day, 

With angels perfect made. 
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J ee 

Why are the dew drops gone so soon ; 

Could they not stay till close of day, 

'f'o twinkle on the flowery spray 1”
 

Are swept away by angel-wings, 

Before contamination clings 

To their pure loveliness. 

# Behold yon rainbow brightening yet, 

In a resplendent coronet 

No earthly stain can reach them there ; 

A transient vision of the air, 

Of love and peace divine.” 

The child looked upward into space, 

With eager and inquiring eyes, 

And o'er its sweet and thoughtful face 
Came a faint glory, and a grace 

Transmitted from the skies, 

fenestra deter ta Saran te are ————— 

dreadful deaths menanced Protestantism, 
still the good cause advanced. The maryr’s 
confession seemed fo prove the truth of his 
doctrine, 
Then for a short time the emissaries of 

Rome breathed from their labours, The 
blood which they had spilt had only watered 
the good seed of truth. The Protestants 
growing in numbers, in intelligence and 

~ Poey. 
on PNT NL NTNMOLININGN INSP NGI EN NINA 

DEW. 
mother, tell me, pray, 

’tis said such beauteous things, 
loved with vain excess, day when the tyranny and superstition which 

‘they hated should have passed away forever. 
The Catholics reluctanily and for a shor 
time accorded that toleration which they 
were no longer able to withheld. 
But the fears of the Papisis and the hopes 

of the Protestants were not destined to be 
realized, After a fierce and sanguinary 
struggle the religion of the Reformers was 
almost banished from France. A struggle 
which lasted for over a hundred years was 

ith sunbeams there they shine, trerminated by the edict of Nantes in 1598, 
which gave-the Protestants equal civil rights 
with their Catholic fellow-countrymen, But 

"{ the good cause declined gradually until its 
enemies were beld and strong enough to 
renew the siroggle, In 1688 the edict of 

all mingled hues are given ; 

thy dew. drops, grandly set 

brow of Heaven, 

symbol pure and fair, 

sufferings the Protestants became weak and 
insignificart. For nearly one hundred years 
they suflered under the injustice and con- 
tempt. of their rulers, until, by the ‘revelu. 
tion, they once more received their civil 
rights, | 

last odorous sigh of May, 

, ita spirit passed aWay, 

CAUSES OF ITS DECLINE, 

The causes of the decline of Protesiani- ~~ Household Words. | *° : 
ism in France may be easily traced. 

[Our readers will he pleased to resume the 
continuation of these original papers on France. 
We have bee 

them for some weeks past.—Eb.] 

Protestantism in France. 

ITS RISE AND DECLINE. 
é 

- 

Tae history of Protestantism in France 
is melanchol 
we see it on 
plete and glorious victory ; then aller a time 
we see it almost - eradicated [rom the land, 
indebled apparently to contempt for niere 
exisience. 

that the church 
{ 
professing p 

and that in 
i lasting, sa 
i that religion needs not ihe crooked 
Policy of statesmen, nor the hotrid arms of 
the warrior 
od and love te men are its best weapons 

of assault or defence, 
Catholics we 
ed, the 
errors. Th 
Yere not unheard in France, 
gs the land with marvellous rapidity, 
€ on wien to view the corruptions of Postale” Rome, and inviting them to a 

ountain of 
In every 

enge of P 

0 the meantime this remarkable progress Was not un 

| Erance, and fhe Bible, 
edi i i a NW Sl an oo Wr, A 

dithless, and that continually ; that while 

Proiestants were not free from gross 

rolestantism was seen and felt. 
- turned away from the church which 

erio they had loved, and felt an intense Yearhing for liberyy and faith, The nability.|into a political party, and thus of course by “ang geniry by thousands embraced the doc- its aims weakened its power. 
lines of th 

of the Reformation. 

apostolic church, 
n reluctantly compelled to defer | be covered over. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

EN 

mit to a reformation. 

y, but instructive. Atone time 
the point of obtaining a com- 

France. 
lives, 
conferred on women and ¢hildren. 
were founded, whence proceeded some o 

: : for the most eloquent preachers that have eve 
We learn in tracing this history 

of Rome is faithless, only | arose. New instituiions were founded 

eace she can counsel treachery, 
professing enmity her haired 
vage and remorseless, Wealso 

austerilies, regained for their faith the favo 
of the commen people, 

of the church in France. An ignorant in 

i that its principles of love to 
On the other hand there were weaknesse 

While the Roman 
re perjured, intolerant, imprison: | antism. 

bility and gentry io a very 
e doctrines of the Reformation | favored the ‘doctrines of the 

They rang 

pure and living walers.s 
section ofdhe country the influ- 

and a support, 
extent transformed a pure and active chure 

exian 
e Reformation, Then, 

aith, were looking forward hopefully to the! 

. 
4 

Nantes was revoked, then afier frightful | 

The church of Rome had undergone a 
considerable change through the influence 

The Relormers had 
been able te point out frightful immoralities, 
foul corruptions in the holy, catholic, and 

She felt that these must 
To meet the Reformers, 

the church of Rome sought to use their 
See own weapons, and to oppose lo genuine 

sanctity, something that to the eyes of men | ly 
might closely resemble it, In opposing: the 
Reformation, she was hersglf obliged to suhb- 

This change was most distinctly seen in 
The Priests became decent in their 

Church benafices were no longer 
Colleges 

lived, New orders of Monks and Nuns 

whose members by their enthusiasm and 

By these means 
alse a new life was infused into every pan 

dolent, avaricious and sensual priesi-hood, 
now became active, intelligent and austere. 

in the surviving strength of French Protesi. 
We remarked before, that the no- 

reat extent 
Rehriniiien, 

Many of them did so from impure motives. 
They sought religion as a means of deliver- 
ance from tyranny, or as an instrument for 
the furtherance of selfish and ambitious ends. 
So long as there was a prospect that Prot 
estantism would triumph, these great names 
in the eyes of the world were au ornament 

Bui they to a considerable 
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Then again, the Huguenots, mainly 
through the influence of their princes and 
‘noble, sought 10 defend their faith by arms. 
The sufferings which he lovers of reform 
had endured were frightful; still their ap- 
peal tocarms was an error. The horrors of 
war were nol adapted'-to increase that api 
rituality und h&avenly love, which ave the 
supporis of religio 

‘here had been ‘a power in the suffering 
®f the French Prolestants. Their cause 
was safe so long as they were willing 
meek! Sg -saneviagty 10 suffér ‘and to 
die: No preacher is so eloquent, no warrior 
so mighty as the martyrs, there is a resist 
less eloquence in his sufferings, his death 
leads captive the sympathies of men. Not 
eyen a slaughter so awrocious as that of Si, 
Bartholemew's day could have injured ma- 
tefially the Protestant cause; The ireach- 
erous and remorseless murder of so man 
thousaiids of men, women and children, 
would have caused men's hears to turn 
shudderingly away from the church which 
could sanction such fiendish atrocities. Bu 
when the Huguenots drew the sword the 
secret of their wonderful power was lost. 
Religion did not ask for the desecration of 
cathedrals, the sacking of cities, or the 
horrors of the blood-sinined field. 
whe wavered now remained true io their 
allegiance 10 Rome, while her faithful ad- 
herents halted more intensely those whom 
they now regarded as the enemies of Go 
he! Or the king. 

The Protestants fought like heroes, bat 
no heroism could bring them back to their 
former position, They won toleration, but 
toleratioh did nov give them their former 
powers. They were deserted and betrayed 
by many whom they had regarded as“their 
mightiest defenders. When sufficiently 
weak they were again persecuted, and finally 
nlmaost extirpated. 

he 

These facts are instructive. When the 
doctrines of the cross, unaided by the world: 

and the mighty, came to men’s hearts, 
when.a love for souls inspired the friends 
of the Reformation, when the faithful pro- 

4 claiined their doctrines by holy lives and by 
untesisting deaths, hen the truth rapidly 
advanced, But when priestly names were 

[Christ had not an eye single to His glory, 
{| when the gospel was defended in the bautle- 
r | field, thea Popery triumphed. 

» | The American and Foreign Bible Society 
Commenced the celebration of its Nine: 

teenth Anniversary on Wednesday the 7ih 
inst, in the Oliver-st, Bapiist Church, N, 
York, the Rey, Dr, D. T, Welsh presiding, 

Tr 

- 

religious exercises, The Rev, Dr, Welsh 
o | returned thanks for the position conferred 

upon the greatness of the work in which 
they were engaged, The Commillee re- 

% : 
adopted unanimously. 

and the meeling was 
the Rev. I, D. Foster, of Vermont. 

h 

Those | 

trusted in, when the professed followers of 

The meeting was commenced by appropriate 

on him, and made appropriate remarks 

ported the names of the Rev. T. D. Welsh 
for President ; Horace IT. Love for Corres 
ponding Secretary, and the Rev. Dr. Lath- 
rop and others Vice-Presidents, which were 

he Treasurer's oy oc was then read, 
riefly addressed by 

In the afiernoon‘the Nineteenth Annual 
Report was read by the Rev. H. T. Love, 
The Report commenced by noticing that the 
Rev; Spencer H. Cone, D, D,, for 14 con- 

0 
Bot excile he ity ‘ : on, | 2 wall of § + she sought tn interpose 

H8orone foe, 
iprisonments, and frightful tortures, and 

posed. = As the church could 

re between herself and her 
Bot though fines and zruel 

in 
s. Bu prospects of iriumph were 

becoming fainter and fainter, these noble 
defenders of the Protestant faith were the 
first 10 be re-converted to the church of 
Rome, They found arguments to be irre. 
sistable when they were strengthened by the 

B 

secutive years the President of the Society, 
and 30 lifemembers had departed this life 
since the last Anniversary. 

The whole amount received into the trea- 
sury during the past year was $105,617 10, 

eS ST PR 

stricted to particular j poses, s, of which 
$62,587 im to the Bible Hert nc § 
$3,926 for the sacred Scriptures, $3,330 30 
for colpartenrs. hile aves a 
The whole amount paid out of the trea 

sury was $107,409. e receipts, thougl 
in advance of previous years, were net 
enough to carry forward the work with 
great efficiency. To remedy this want and 
provide for monthly payments te the colpor- 
teurs, the Board have made a beginning of 
u plan of contributions to the Society by 
‘“ quarterly subscripiions,” 
The amount of money appropriated for 

Bible work in foreign fields was ‘$18,845, 
expended for Bibles in foreign languages 
and the paymeni of colporieurs’ salarie: 
The demand for the Word of God ! 
Europe was never so urgent, though" il 
spirit of persecution has broken out afre 

y | in Schleswig, Denmark. The whole 
expended in Germany during the past year 
was $15,712. : - es 

There are some five .or six thousand 
humble-minded Christians in different parts 
of Germany, the greater part of whom va 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth 
through" the instrumentality. of Bible col- 
portage. ¢ 

Of the converts in New-Mexico—that 
dark land where not more than one person 
in filiy knows how to read =they were credi- 
bly informed that nearly every individual 
dates his first convictions of sin and recovery 
to the truth, to the instrumentality of their 
Rive colportage. Fp sontifetvind of the 
ociety was pressed to their vast responsi- 

bility iw this matter. To convert the hear 

pure Word of God and give him the mean- 
ing thereof, \ 
The whole number of colporteurs employ- 

ed at any time during the year was 69—18 
Germans, 18 Americans, 8 Irish, and 4 
each of Prussians, Danes, and Mexicana. 

During a period of lime equal to about 
182 months 60,960 visits have been made 
for Bible reading and other exercises; 
6.071 families were found destitute of the 
Word of Ged ; 1,624 children and others 
brought inte the Baptist Sabbath schools; 
2,807 persons induced to avlend Bapiist 
meeiings; 1,491 10 prayer-meetings ; 1,066 
sermons preached ; 4,419 visits 10 vessels 
and for ;sailors made; 820 persons have 
been converted ; and 356 have been bap- 
lized. In general, the colporienrs circulate 
the Word of God by reading it from house 
to house at siated intervals, leaving it ogly 
with such as have given evidence that the 
want it to read, limitiag their labors oa 
to about 400 families. By this means it is 
no bar to the circulation of the Word thas 
some are unable 0 read. 

The whele number of Bibles distributed 
[during the year considerably exceeded 
100,000. 

During the year there have been created, 
Moy the payment of $80 each, 84 Life Mem-~ 
bers of the Sociely, and by the payment of 
8150 each, 16 Liie Direciors—the whole 
number of the former now are 
thie latter, 405. : 

The Revi Win. Reese moved the adoption 
of the resoluiions, and spoke of the adapta- 

¥ 

Society for evangelization, : 
The meeting ‘ne with a benediclion 

by the Rev. Dr, Hague, i 

The annual sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr Hague of Albany, from the la 

of which $85,211 60 were funds nndirecied 
fear of punishment or the hope of reward. by the donors, and $70,408 50 were re: 

four. verses of the 14th chapier of Acts, 
He considered the origin of the first mis- 
sionary ehurch ; the authority by which 
that church first began the work of the 
evangelization of the heathen; and from 
this be drew lessons adapied 10 the occasion. 

then, the best means was to read 10 him the 

tion and success of the plans adopted by the 

9,394; of 


