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School Seripture Lessons.

TN N W AN

Sabbath
NOVEMBER 2nd, 1856. -

&b;mt-—-Cmcvumxcu ATTENDING THE

Crucr XioN o CHRIST.
For Repeating. For Reading.
Jobm xix. 5-7. | John xix. 23-42.

NOVEMBER 9th, 1856.
Subject .~ VISIT T0 THE SEPULCHRE.

For Repeating. For Reading.
Jobn xix. 26-27, |  Jobn xx. 1-18.

‘Should Sunday Schools close in Winter

In many perts of the country, but'few Sun-
day-schools are found with open doors in winter,
except in the larger towns and villages. Those |-
wheo advocate this measure assign as reasons for

the same, bad roads, unpleasant weather, un-
comfortable houses, distance, &e:

So prevalent is the impression, in some quar-
ters, that a Sunday-school cannot be carried on
in winter, that in thousands of neighbourhoods
the Sunday-school is closed in consequence of
that opinion, though the effort has mever been
wade to sustain it through that season.

Experiments fairly tried bave established the
fact, that where the teachers are deeply interest-
ed in the work, and appreciate its magnitude,
and bave a ‘deep sense of their responsibility
combined with energy of character, the Sunday-
-achool ean be carried on with as much interest
during the winter as in the summer.

Winter is the period when the greatest amount
~of iptellectual education is given and acquired.
if children can attend the district or private
school five days in the week, for the education
of the mind, ought they not to g0 one day, for
that which is vastly more important—the educa-
tion of the heart?

Many children receive in Sunday-school the
ouly religious instruction they do receive. De-
prive them of the Sunday-school in winter, and
their souls, which are of more value than worlds
‘on worlds, are not cared for during that period,
bat are left exposed to those temptations which
: is ever ready to present to unoccupied
surds. :

As the Sunday-school is a means of grace
adapted to the young, it would be a8 reasonable
%0 close, to the Christian, some of the privileges
of worship because of the storms of winter. As
well close the place of worship or school-house
_for preaching to the adult, as the Sunday-school
for the young. As well may the preacher cease
.40 preach Christ and him crucified, as the Sau-
day-school teacher cease saying to the young,
“ This is the way—walk ye in it.” |

“ Revivals more commonly take place in sab-
bath schools during the winter months. As a

-maatter of fact, nearly all the revivals reported
during the past year, have been enjoyed in
scheols, which have continued through the year.”

Few are the hours in which Sunday-school
imstruction is given, these few are reduced at
least one-third by these who close the Sanday-
school in winter.

That the difficulties attending a Sunday-school
in_winter are greater than in summer, is admii.
ted ; but t_@& they can be surmounted, we know,
frowm 'ﬁoéﬁxgorience and observation of many
whi bave tried, and have overcome the diflicul-
Gies.

The reason generally urged for closing the
Sund4y-school in the fall, is “ that the children
caunot or will meot attend in the winter, the
weather and roads are so bad.” Try it and see
if this is the frue regson. Just before the time
when you propose ‘to elose the’ schiool for the
reasons above mentioned, state to the children
the intention ; remind them of the stoims of
wister, long walk over bad roads and the eom-

“fort they must deay themselves in leaving their
Wwarm firesides. Remind them too, that these.
- difficalties do not deter them from their ordinary
work, and sports; or their a at the day
Sanday-school and library, and the long winter-
evenings for studying the lessons and reading the
books, and then take a vote whether the Sunday-
school shall be closed g not—letting . the chils
~ dren anderstand that those who yote in avour
of its continuance, by that vote, do promise to
be regular and panctual if it is continued, Let
that vote be the decisive act.

If it is determined to close the Bunday-school,
set a time when it will be re-opemed; as it is
sometimes the case that where there is not ju-

terest  enough (o sustain the Sunday-school | M

through in the winter, there is not enough to
revive it promptly in the spring,

{ them do as they/bid\

lost before they get fairly under way after it 'is

- If the school closes in the winter, the teachers,
older scholars, and neighbourhood generally,
should form themselves into Bible-classes, using
the Union Questions or some other Text-book.
Here the older scholars can be trained for teach-
ers. All experience proves that they are the
best teachers who have been scholars.—Sunday
School Pioneer.

THERE is a power to make each hour
As sweet as heaven design'd it ;

Nor need we roam to bring it bome, °
Though few there be who find it,

We seek too high for things elose by,
And loose what nature found us:

. For life hath here no charm so dear

As home and friends around us, :

r What kindness will do.

There is only one thing in the world that
can’t be tamed. What that is you can. find by
turning to the Bible and reading the third chap-
ter of the General Epistle of James and the
eighth verse. Every kind of beasts and of birds
aud of serpents and of the things in the sea is
tamed and hath been tamed of mankind: the
raging lion, the ferocious tiger, the cunning fox,
the wild buffalo, and the crooked serpent, have
all been tamed. How was it done ? Mainly by
kindness. The creatures were taken when
young. By gentle tre:tment their natures were
changed; and, though they become large and
strong, their keepers can control them and make

Kindness wins confidence. Birds can be
coaxed to take their food from a friendly hand,
and squirrels will come like kittens to take a nut
from your thumb and finger. Who can tell
what power kindness has over the ferocious na-
ture of beasts and men ?— Penny Gazetfe. '

Selections.

JOHN KITTO.

This was one of the most extraordinary men
of our time. His acquirements and abililics
were extraordinary, and still more extraordinary
was the mode of his preparation for the work
for which God had designed him An account
of his early life is given in the Ch. Messenger of
June 30th, our readers will see in it, and in the
subsequent narrative, how wonderful are the
ways of God in preparing agents for His work.
See a boy of twelve years of age, the son of a
working bricklayer, who has fallen from a heigh
of thirty-five feet and when he is restored to con,
sciousness, is totally destitute of the sense of
hearing | - How little ean the church of God
hope from him 3s an instrument ? How unlikely
is it that the most learned divines of Europe
should be eager to obtain from his writings illus-
trations of biblical topics of various kinds ? - How
difficult must it be for him to take the first steps
in the course in which he has to go, and when he
has commenced his caréer, how many formidable
obstacles will arise to impede his progress.
Kind friends were raised up for him fn Ply-
mouth, where he lived, in uulooked-for quarters,
and by their assistance he obtained the rudiments
of education. = After passing through trials in-
numerable and severe, he was engaged by Mr.
Groves, a devoted servant of Christ, of somewhat
eccentric habits, who was about (0 travel in the
East a5 a philanthropist and dentist, 4

After spending some time in labor at a print-
ing office of the Church Missionary Society at
Islington, he visited with that gentleman Peters-
burg, Bagdad, Constantinople, and. many other
places. The manner in. which the knowledge
thus acquired was to be employed was, bowever,
unknown till he was introduced to some of the
members of the Society for the Diffusion of {se-
ful Knowledge, and to My, Charles Knight, the
enterprising I.ondon publisher, In writing to a
friend immediate!y afterwards, My, Kitto, then
about aimnd-twenty yeavs of age, says : “ Lan-
guage would fail me to describe all the anxieties
1 felt on my return, about a temporal provision,
Many dear plans of
time, blown to atoms j and 1 was sinking dmm1
into much despondency, when a kind and i
fluential friend was the means of introducing
to pome gentleman connected with Society for
the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. By them I
bave been engaged to write in one of their cheap
periodical publications, ¢ The Penuy Magazine,’
on the very liberal terms of one pound eleven
shillings per page; besides which I enfey mext
onday on a new employment with - the same
parties, . ., The publication to which T' thug
have access, is caleulated to be read by a mi'lien

Let the time setbe early, as, if delayed till late

v - : S, P ; ted into French, German
the a large portion of the season will be | in America, and transla - :
e 4 and Dutch. * The Chancellor is the president of

1 can remember, I never heard any one say that

 to him ; but he declined all assistance, excepting
that of his deveted wife, which proved to bel'

@ave rise to fresh anxieties lest he should not be

pation it has aflorded. It has been of infinite

bas afforded me an opportunity of brin'in‘ nearly
dies, the observations of travel, and even the

my own were in a very short| all been hi
: | The venerable character of the work on which |
.,..Thgye laboured, the responsibility - of- annotation,
me

éarly led to entertain of finding whether the

tion of intellectual nourishment)must necessarily
operate in exeluding me from the hope of filling

the Society with which I am becoming conneeted,
and some affect to regard him as an editor of the
magazine. Yesterday ! saw him represented in
a caricature, as engaged, with great energy, in
raming ‘ The Penny Magazine, with the handle
of his broom, (Lord Brougham) down the throat
of a poor wight, on his knees.

In whatever else the people of all classes differ’

in one thing they. are agreed, that the fimes are
bad. I aw sure I believe so; for ever since I

they were good ; and I question if the Wander-
ing Jew himself, in all the ages be has lived, and
all the countries he has travelled, ever oné¢e
heard that they were, Iam to write about m
travels. Besides this, thongh this alone would
have beer gratifying, Mr. Knight, who has be-
haved to me with great kindmess, made me a
proposal with regard to permanent employment,
It was to look through books of reference, chiefly
(French, Halian, and German), in order to sug-
gest additions to the list of words already pre-
paved for the Cyelopedia ; to keep my attention
constantly directed towards the periodical litera-
ture of France, and, if possible Germany, in
order to suggest corrections and additions to the
articles already printed in that work 3 to collect
information on given subjects from given sources ;
and to answer the letters of contributors to the
Cyelopmdia. The preformance of these dutjes
would require ny attendance daily, for seven
hours, at Ludgate Street. . , . I fairly told him,
in reply, how much of all this I did, and did not,
feel myself equal to; but be encouriged me at
least, to try it, and seemed disposed to feel that ‘my
zeal would overcome all minor difficulties,’ and
that I should soon be abie to qualify myself .for
what | might not at present be equal (0. I have
accordingly been a week already with bim, and
feel quite bappy in the situation. I do thank
God for this relief from a state of great anxiety,
in which I had begun to ‘entertain the most mel-
ancholy view of the things before me, and saw
possible consequences which I could not bear
steadily to contemplate.

Soon, however, he was called to enter upon
what will ever be his great work— the Pie-

biblical literature :

“ While Kitto was engaged in writing for the
‘ Peony Magazine,’ it occurred to Mr. Knight
who bad projected an edition of the bible with
notes and illustrations, that his familiarity with
Oriental customs, would enablé bim to treat one
department of such a work in a manner much
more satisfactory than would be possible to per-
sons whose knowledge of the topics was derived
merely from books unaided by personal observa-
on. 1t may be safely affirmed that, in the con.
gption and the exeeution, it forms an era in bib-

al literature. Help

was needed and offered

amply suflicient, and far more available than
any extraneous aid. . Kitto’s sense of responsi-
bility at the commencement was intense, for he
felt that its suceess or failure would decide
whether his long-cherished convictions and as.
pirations were well-founded or not, whether he
bad been merely indulging in & long day-dr

of vain ambition, or had &t length found the task
which God had fitted him to perform. At first
be was almdst afraid to look at the eritical notices
of the work whieh appeared during the course
of publication ; but when he.found their lan.
guage was uniformly commendatory, that only

able to sustain the reputation he bhad acquired,
. He writes to Mr. Knight in 1837 thus: «]
cannot begin my observations respeeting ‘the
* Pictorial Bible,” without stating how highly 1
bave been gratified-and “interested in the ococu.

advantage as an exercise to my own mind, " It

all my resources fnto play ; wy old biblical sta-

very miscellaneous character of my reading, have

y useful to me in this undertaking,

and the extent in which such labour is hikely to
have influgnce, are also circumstances which
have greatly gratified in a very definite manne;'.
that desire of usefulness which has, I may say,
been a strong principle of action with me, and
which owes its origin, I think, to the desire I was

most adverse circumstances- (including the priva-

torial Bible,” an account of the origin of which | his
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