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[The following stanzas have been reserved for
«n sppropriate season until we have nearly allowed

it to pass. |
The Jeaves are falling to the ground,
From off the lovely poplar tree ;

‘The wind that brings them has a sound
Of deep solemnity to me,

e

PR

It tells that summer ’s past away,
Just like a lovely opening flower
That bloomed so lovely yesterday-—
But, oh! it withered in&n hour.

fo summer with its beauties o'er.
It may not smile on me again ;
[ may be ealled away before
Its loveliness shall deck the plain.

And when 1 seé the falling leaves
Thus driven by the Autumn wind,
. ] heard 8 whisper in the breede,

.~ lhat brings sweet comfort to my mind.

!

That whisper is of other lands,
Where sorrows cannot rend the breast ;
Where Jesus in:his beauty star.ds,
To give the soul etemai rest.

Selected for the Messenger.

GOD IS LOVE.

(The following remarkable and sublime stanzas
ut mid to” have been scratched by a Lunatic
upon the window of his cell. ]

Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill, :
And every man a scribe by trade,

fotell the love of God above,
Would draih the ocean dry ;

Nor would the seroll eontain the whole,
Though stretchedl from sky to sky.

Tapit iy,

Feor the Christian Messenger.

A fRRIES QF LETTERS TO A YOUNG

CHRISTIAN.
LETTER X.
The Obscure Period.
[Concluded.]
¥r Yousa Frienn,

ACOORDING to promise I proceed now to

B you a fuller account of the Paulicians,

%) chief authority is Petrus Siculus, a

wieman in the imperial service, who was

i by the Emperor Basil to Tibrica, a

Pulician town, in the year 870, to negoci-
Utan exchange of prisoners.

the

_Paulicians, 1
%Camoli“ in the neighbourhood,.
ttunate that there is no better authority

Weonsult, for Petrus Siculus was so bit-

:e‘ly Prejudiced against the people that his

“ments cannot be received without doubt
The only safe course is to en-
: :‘!'j;sr'to disentangle facts from opinions,

Mhuations and invectives, and thus to
; Yet even then it is
Possible to furnish a'complete picture,
®trus SicuTus deals chiefly in negatives.
¢ tells you what the Paulicians denied,
at them for presuming to differ
atholic party, but he leaves you
[0 Buess what they really believed, in many
thin, _ I mention these
188 that you may perceiva the difficulty
8in the way of an impartial narrator,
Out the year 653, during the reign of] . : t
i 4 young man | Pises the body and blood of Jesus Christ" ;
Rmed Constantine, resident at Mananalis,
rendered hospitable attentions
ger whom misfortune had brought
el The stranger proved to be | ** he spak tism, ’
Ay B of a Christian Church, and he had J(Jhmt himself is baptism, and that there is
PO8session a precious treasure, which’

and digtyygt,

Acertain the truth.
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P
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from the ¢
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Athat lie

[
> 8mperor Constans 2.

' Armenia,
to a stran

Mader hig roof,

he Bave
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He remained
there geven months, and availed himself of
Opportunity to gain information res-
pecting the o jinions and practices of the

&hby digputing. with them
@d by instituting inquiries among the |
It is un-

° 10 Constantine on his departure,
o for the kindness shewn him. It
of P‘:{’W of the Gospols and the Epistles

“4uk Constantine read, belicved, and
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obeyed. Manichweism, by which he had
been deluded, was immediately renounced.

~ | His Manicheean books were thrown aside

and the sacred writings were exclusively
studied. Shortly afterwards he removed
to Cibossa, where he lived and laboured

4 for twenty-seven years. - He was a diligent

and suncecessful. preacher. Great numbers
received the truth, In what manner he
proceeded to form them into societies or
churches, and how they were governed, we
have not the means of knowing, We may
conjecture and infer, but inference is not
history. 1f the report of Petrus Siculus
be correct, they lay under considerable dis-
advantage in not haying the book of the
Acts in their hands, from which they would |
have gathered the practices of the apostolic
churches, and perhaps this circumstance
.exerted an unfavourable influence on their
arrangements, -But we must not affirm
positively on this subject.

Constantine died the death of a martyr.
The emperor Constantine Pogonatus sent
Simeon, one of his officers, to Cibossa, with
a military detachment. He_ apprehended
Constantine, compelled the congregation to
present themselves before him, and ordered
them to stone their minister. They stood
in silence for a while, no one lifting up his
nand in obedience to so cruel a command.
At length a man named Justus stepped for-
ward, and the murderous deed was done.
Simeon then undertook the work of con-
version, He disputed with the followers
of Constantine, and laboured hard to re-
store them to the Catholic Church.: But
he labored in vain. Not only so, the argu-
ments used on the other side were too
powerful for him, He yielded to the force
of truth, and returned®to Constantinople a
Paulician in- heart. At first he did not
avow the change that had taken place, but
at length he found it impossible to conceal
it, and consequently he lefc the impggial
service, retired to Cibossa, joined*the per-
secuted sect, and became the successor of
the very man whom he had murdered by
the hand of Justus.
usefulness, Justus, who had professed re-
pentance and had been restored to the
chureh, quarrelled with him and betrayed
him te a neighbouring bishop, by whose
means all the members of the church then
resident in Cibossa were seized and burned
alive in one vast pile. Paulus onlyescaped.
He fled to Episparis. Tis two sons, Gene-
sius and Theodotus, became Paulician min-
isters, Genesius was on ene occasion ap-
prehended as a heretic and taken to Con-
stantinople, where he underwent an exami-
nation before the Patriarch. It is thus re-
ported by Petrus Siculus :—

Patriareh. —* Why hast thou derided
the orthodox faith ?” ‘

Genesius.—** Anathema to him who de-
nies the orthodox faith" : (meaning thereby

tue * orthodox faith™). -
Patriarch.—** Wherefore dost thou not
believe in and adore the venerable cross?”
Genesius.—** Anathema to him who does
not adore and worship the venerable and
life-giving cross”' : (mcaning Christ him-
self, whose out-stretched arms present the
figure of the cross). ,
Patriarch.—** Why 'dost thou not wor-
ship and adore the holy mother of God?”
(fenesius.—** Anathema to him who does
not adore the most holy mother of God,
the common mother of wus all, into whom
our Lord Jesus Christ entered ' : (meaning
the heavenly Jerusalem, into which Christ
has entered, as our Forerunner),
Patriarch.—** Why _dost thou not par-
take of the immaculate body and precious
blood of eur Lord Jesus Christ, but dost
rather despise the same " ’
(7enesius.~—** Anathema to him who des-

(meaning thereby. the words ** body and
blood;” and nothing mose).

“ In like manner,” sdys Petrus Siculus,
‘““ he spake of baptism, 'saying that Jesus

no other, because he said, *I am the livis
water,” And thus, pepverting everything
by his own false interpretations, he was
acquitted and honourably dismissed.”

After this, Manah

After several years of

his own heresy, which he boasted of as the |

g len the Paulicians to the utmost,
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head-quarters of the Paulicians. Gene-
gius lived there thirty years, and died in
peace, : Various troubles and disasters fol-
lowed. Joseph, who seems to have suc-
ceeded Genesius, withdrew to KEpisparis,
and afterwards to Antioch inPisidia, where
he laboured thirty years. . He was succeed-
ed by Bahanes. But there must have been
many more engaged in the work besides
these, for the imperfect notices that are left
indicate an extensive series of operations,
embracing a large number of churches and
a powerful body of adherents,

About the year 810 the Paulicians were
joined by Sergius, who became one of the
most eminent men of their community.
The account of his econversion is exceeding-
ly intevesting. He was an intelligent, well-
educated young man, and much esteemed
for his many excellent qualities; but he
was profoundly ignorant of religion. One
day a christian woman (evidently a Paul-
ician) met with him and entered into con-
versation, *Why,” said she, * do you not
read the Holy Gospels.”” ¢ Because,” he
replied; * it is not lawful for us laymen, but
only for the priests.” * You are altogether
mistaken,”” she rejoined, ** for there is no
respect of persons with God; he will have
all men to be saved.”” She then proceeded
to expose the priestly tyranny of the age,
and the gross superstitions by which the
people were deluded, urging the young
man to exgmine the matter for himself.
He did so. He read, and thought, and
prayed, and -became a €hristian ** in deed
and in truth.” The genuineness of his
conversign was proved by his eminently
holy life and incessant zeal. He traversed
a large part of Western Asia, preaching
everywhere, and calling on the people to
abandon the follies of a corrupted christi-
anity and * worship Ged in the spirit.”
Thirty-four years were thus spent, and
mn?rwms results a'ccom‘fnn;ibd his efforts,
Multitudes wéfe “corverted. 86 general
was the defection from the established
church that the Greek emperor was greatly
alarmed, and adopted the severest measurecs
for the suppression of the reformation.
The Paulicians had endured persecution
from the beginning, and had **increased
and multiplied ” under it. Bat the storm
raged with such terrific fierceness during
the first half of the ninth century that utter
extermination seemed inevitable, It is
affirmed that under the auspices of the
empress Theodora, who held the regency
during the minority of her son Michael,
from A. D, 832 to A. D, 846, n0 fewer than
one hundred thousand Paulicians were put
to death, * by the sword, the gibbet, or the
flames.” Sergius was one of ‘the victims,
He and his brethren went to join those of
whom it is said that they constantly ery,

thou not. judge and avenge our blood on
those that dwell on the earth "

_** Oppression maketh g wise man mad."”

There is a point at which resistance becomes
venial, if not obligatory." lmperial cruelty
provoked retaliation and revenge, The
Paulicians took up arms in defence of their
families and their homes, The transition
from self-defence to aetive rebellion is easy,
and the provinces of the Fast were convulsed
with eivil war, for all the miseries of which

“ How long, O Lord, hely and true, dost|

it. 1 shall not think it worth while to
discuss the question. There may have
been some among them who still retained
a regard to the philosophic speculations
with which they were familiar before con-
version, and which had for many ages prov-
ed very injurious to spiritual christianity :
and that unworthy persons sometimes crept

in among them may be readily admitted.
That is the fate of all parties.

was their distinction ;—they withdrew from
the Greek church because thas church had
abandoned the high ground of 1 truth
and spiritual worship. ' They asserted the
right and duty of seurching the Scriptures,
and would admit no other rule. They ab-
horred saint-worship. They would not
adore the cros8, mor bow down before im-
ages. They abjured the ecclesiastical hier-
archy. In a word, they appear to have
been Protestants befere the Reformation,
and even before those who have been com-
monly reckoned as its precursors. The
meagre accounts of them which remain,
tinged as they are with obstinate prejudice,
fail to give us satisfaction. Had we the

tells us his followers valued highly, we
should be able" to obtain full and ac-
curate information. This, however, is cér-
tain, that a religious movement, springing
from God's word, and so firmly maintained
against opposition that two hundred years
after its rise the astonishing number of one
hundred thousand of its adherents were cut
off, without destroying the body, must have
possessed a mighty influence. 1 agrvee with
Joseph Milner, the ecclesiastical historian,
who observes that in this case we have
‘“one of those extraordinary effusions of
the Divine Spirit, by which the knowledge
of Christ and the practice of godliness is
kept alive in the world.” :
The * Revival period” will begin to oc-
cupy our attention in the next letter. -
i ‘ " Yours ttaly,
From my Study, Mexyo.
November 15,4856. '

A i b < -

“ Christ a Great way off."

Many awakened sinners imagine the
Saviour to be far away from them and dif-
ficult of access, and they toil long and weari-
ly in the seareh to find Him, while He is
ever near them, knocking. at the door of
their hearts, and seeking admission. The
Independent has the following illustration
of the common saying, “I'vea great way to
go to get to Christ,”

“I'VE A GREAT WAY TO GO TO GRET TO
cHRIsT.”

So spoke a man about fifty years of age,
apparently near death. I found him very
sick, and not expecting to live, To my
inquiry if he expected to get well, he suid
' he thought he should never be any better.

‘ And do you think,” I asked him, ** that
you are prepared for heagae?’

“ No, I do not think fhat 1 am.”

I told him he ought te be ready for his
departure, as he did not know when Geod
might call him. ~

** And what can I do?”

“You can go to Christ,” 1 said, *‘and he
will save you,”

* Yes, but I have a great way to go.”

I asked him if he meant to be understood

the persecutors were responsible, It con-
tinued mguy years., The co-operation of
the Sarac®hs was sought, and many provin-
ces of the empire were desolated. But I
will not pursue the history any further. It
is difficult to trace the progress of religion
when carnal weapons have been taken up,
I will only observe, fdrther, that the. Paul-
iciun revival had early, extended to Thrace,
now the Turkish province' of Roumelia ;

Paulicians were remaved to Philippoplis in
that country, and also to Bulgaria, the ad-
joining provinee } and that in the following
age they began to migrate into Italy, France,
and ather parts of Europe.

When Petrus Biculus sat down to write
his history he was predetermined to black-
Con-
sequently he maintained that they were

| Manichm®ns, notwithstanding the disclaimer

nalis was again the

taken that position he was resolved to ho

-~

that in the tenth century a large number of

as saying, that he had wanderyed in the ways
| of sin so far from God that the way back to
him was'so long. This he said was his
meaning,

I intimated to him that, although he was
a stranger to him, 1 had ne doubt of his
having gone far off from God in the ways
of sin. * But remember, my friend,"” said
I, ** that there is no ogeasion for you to go
back to God by all the erooked ways in
which you have walked away from him."
I taught him that the way back to Christ
was short, and quickly traveled. Its course
was straight, - 1 reminded him of the Pro-
digal Son, and pointed qut to him how this
vain, foolish, wicked young man, with his

from bid father's house, and thereg by-a life
of profligacy, soon squandered-all his patri-
mony, “and was left destitute, wretched,
helpless. He was brought se low that he

of Constantine, their founder; and haviakgrengagod in what was, with the Jews, ac-

counted the meanest of all employments—

But here -

letters of Sergius, which Petrus Siculus

portion in advance, went to a great distancc

.




