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epistle to the Corinthians isa precious gem.
ptism is not mentioned. in it.” A second
epistle to the Corinthians is attsibuted to
him, but without sufficient grounds. There
is one sentence referring to baptism. 1t is
as follows:—“ If we do not keep the bap-
tism pure and undefiled, with whai confi-
dence shall weé enter the kingdom of God ?”
Ignatius comes next.” He was pastor at
Antioch in Syria, and suffered martyrdom
h{zxposure to wild beasts at Rome, A. D.
116.  Several letters were written by him,
which have come down to us in an interpo-
lated state. ~There arg a few allnsions to
baptism. ' He refers twice to the ‘baptism of
oar Saviour by John. He tells the Smyr-
neans that the ordinance should -not be ad-
ministered without the bishop. In writing
1o Polycarp he uses thismilitary phraseolo-
gy=*“ Let your bapiism con‘inue as a shield,
glil\ as a helmet, loveasa spear.”” This is

yearp suffered martyrdom. by fire at
myroa, A. D. 167, An epistle 10 the
Phillipians is attributed to him. It dees
gﬁsihdg either lo baptism or the Lord's
"

mtpn Martyr was a philosophic christian,
He "wg Xut to death at Rome A. D. 166.
In ks '™ Apology,” addressed to the Empe-
ror Marcus Aurelius, he gives the following
account of baptism as practised in his days;
-~ As many as are persuaded and believe
that what we teach is true, and undertake
to conform their lives-to our doctrine, are
instructed to fast and pray, and entreat from
God the remission of their past sins, we
ing..and praying together with them.

bag ape.. then conducted by us 1o a place.
where there is water, and a{e regenerated
in the same manner in which we were our-
selves regenerated.  For they are then
washed in the uameé of God the Father
and Lord of the Universe, and of ‘our Sa-
wviour Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit.”
You will observe the manner in which he
speaks -of ~baptism.  The candidates are
those who are “persuaded” and “believe,”
and the ‘ordinance is administered, not by
sprinkling, but by the washing of immersion.
Semisch, _ the Jearned biographer of Justin,
says, *‘ Whenever Justin refers to baptism,
adults appear as the objects 1o whom the
sacred rite is administered. . Of iafant bap-
tism he knows nothing.”

The only other writer I can notice in this
letter is Iren®us, who became bishop of
Lyons in France, A. D. 177, and died A.D.
202. He mentions' baptism several times,
and seemingly conuects it with regenera-
tion, as Jastin had done before him, in
the passage just cited ; but I am strongly
inclined“to think that neither Justin nor
Ireneus thought that men were regenerated
in or by baptism. Their object was 1o shew
that as the convert came under new obliga-
‘tions and gntered into new relationships, at
his baptism, it was equivalent to the as-
sumption of a new life :
profession ‘ born *again unto Geod,” and

baptism is called ' Re

life, profession of which is then made.
Two

Rome, and died about the year 100. His

he was in this

ublicly entered into the spiritual family.
am confirmed io this view of the subject
by another representation given of baptism
Justin in the course of his narrative.
says, *'This washing is called * Illumi-
nation.” because those who learn these
things ore enlightened id their minds.”
Baptism is not *‘ illumination,” but it is so
called because it is connected with an en-
lightened state of mind: in_like manner,
generation,” not be-
cause it regenerates, but because it is cen-
ngcted with a regenerate slate and a new

passages used to be quoted by Pee-
dobaptist writers, as testimonies in favour
of jofant baplism.' ‘ One is from Justin
Martyr : he writes thus :—* Manyv men and
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many women, sixty and seventy years old,
who from qhildrenyhave been ’;!izciplu::
Christ, preserve their continente.”
other isfrom Iren®us. Theseare his words:
—*“ He came to save all persons by himself ;
all, I say, who are regenerated by him ‘anto.
God—infante, and chilgren, and” boys; and”
young men, and old men.” . But baptisin
1s not mentioned in either of these passages,
and modern critics have confessed that they
afford no support to the Pmdobaptist cause.
All that Justin means is, thiat he koew many
rsons whe had been disciples of Christ
rom early life; and he expressly-connects
“ choice” and “knowledge” with baptism,
of which infants are incapable.” The lan-

guage used by Irenmus, “merely expresses;”
says Hagenbach (a Germlnrgodohpm E ,E,
“ t{o utiful u}clu ;ha:::;:wu»&do .
in every stage of life, every stage o
life ; -but-it does not say that brc’ bec?m
Redeemer for children by water baptism.™
We are now brought to the close of the
second century. But few christian authors
had ‘as yet ‘appeared. - ls it not remarkable,
however, that in none of their writings which
have been preserved is there any mention
-of .infant baptism 2  If it existed, ‘it must
have been a prominent thing in the church.
transactions of the period. ﬁut these chris-
tiang knew nothing of it. Neither Clement
of Rome, nor Ignatius, nor Justin; nor any
other author wrote a word which would lead
us ‘to suppose that infants were baptized.
These is a singular difference in this respeet:
between the statements. of these chrisiian
fathers and the correspondence of moderm
pedobaptist missionaries. Read the letters
dn:m ssionaries in the Reporis of Missionary
Societies. How careful they are to gi
full information respecting the number of
children that have been baptized, and: how
numerous are the references tothem! With
what solicitude are arrangements framed,
and their operation waiched over, with »
view tathe religions instruction and training
of baptized children! We search the chris-
tian writings of the first 1wo centuries in
vain for any thing of this kind. ‘That the
christians of those times gave their children
the benefit of religious teaching and example
is not 10 be doubted: but they did net
bapiize them 1ill they could answer for
themselves, and voluniarily assume the vows
of the christian profession, '
You will bear .in mind, . then, that wé
have now advanced two hundred years, and
have not yet found infant baptism. It will
come in sight next time, along with other
corruptions and inventions, "
Yours truly,
MEenNo.

From my Study.
May 24, 1856.
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. SPRING.

In the kind providence of God, we again
behold the beautigs of Spring. Let us at-
tend to some of these reflections that
arise on this most delightful of all the seasons.
of the varied year.

He who can discern

“ Books in the running brooks, ~
Sermons in stones, and good in everything,”

Can hesr voices in the various seasons of
the year that teach wisdom. Spring has
lessons of wisdom Jpculin to itself. Who
can siand surrounded by bursting buds, and:
opening flowers, and sprouting roots, an

look around upon the ten thousand hues of
nature, and | to'its myriad of harmoni-
ous voices, and not feel dispused to say in
his heart “ God has been"lnarcifnl_r,w@_‘,{in‘ »
toward his creatures to create for them such-

an abode as this edrth.”” What an unin
ing world' that ‘would be, that should




