he Presi-
tribune,

Thomas & Kempis inditing his “ Imitation of|blossom of the heath, or the heart’s-ease to recall

Christ” in the midst-of course 1hat vision of delight.- And there are flowers so |

1856.

there bave'ftomﬁl;e to time flourished in un-| sunnier man ; and between the ieavelof.'yonr
likely places, trees of righteousness :—such as| bible or memorandum-book you treasure up one

-

]

and.lazy friars,—

or that monk of Mount Ararat whom Henry
Martyn found walking with God mm the
superstition and groseness of an_Armenian con-
vent. And just as the florist is. ﬁlled with rap-
ture when in some unexpected region he alights
on a specimen superd in its glory, and for the

moment deems it quite matchless,—so, when in
the dry places of Church |

or in the

dreary expaiise of secularSociety, we chance to

encounter a fervent believer, in the gladness of
rprise and in the contrast with all around  we

feel as if his beauty were peerlees, and as if e
culture could compete with the freshness and
fulness of his free and Heaven-fostered develop-

ment.

But it is the will of Christ’ that his people
should dwell together; and for this purpose he
has provided that sacred inclosure, the Christian
Church. Fenced round, so as to exclude the

boar of the forest and the mischievous spoiler,—

its generous soil is kept clear of weeds; ‘and in
graceful groups and mutually-sustaining adjust-
ments God plants his people there in families.

And if even among thorns. the lily was fair,—if

even on the open heath the thyme and the myr-
tle shed exquisite odour, —that lily is lovelier now
as it stands among gentle companions who do not
tarnish or tear it, and the fragrance of these gen-

tle refugees is richer as it comes and goes amidst
the blended joy of all the incense-breathing sum-.

This garden is fenced.It is a “ gardei enclos-
ed” Around it is the wall of fire, the Divine
protection; and the more visible wall of human

demarcation and egclesiastical discipline. In
every age God protected and preserved his peo-
ple; and even in the days of fiercest persecution
—when it looked as if the hédge were entirely

broken down and the wild beast

it at his pleasure,—even “then in some Rofian
catacomb or Ceelosyrian valley or Waldensian
fastness, God hid his remnant and kept up a
seed to serve him. And for the better conserva-
tion of true religion, He has appointed & govern-
ment in his Church. He has intrusted it to
those whose busitiess is to tend it and keep it;
a0d whilst they do their best to root out immor-

ality and error, ‘they are also to do their utmost’

to foster weak faith and restore infirmity,—bind-

ing up the bruised reed, restraining the extrava-

gunt off-shapt, and restoring o its right place the

wayward shoot which quits

palier. | factor; and there would be little scopé for the
In this garden there is'a great variety. There _%-“"‘h vl ',’:di,'":d‘i'g,','fn‘::?:; 1
z plants famouy for their beauty, and others réquirements of human hature to disparage men
tbe.:r m'fd'dn" virtuea, A 1 tmpruod who fulfiled so great a function as Latimer aud
for their delightful perfume, and others for their ~ -

Pleasant fruits.”  Not only is itan
Pomegranates, with its avenues of cypress, but

there

chief spices. It is
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THE CHRISTIA

picture,~—like the myrrh or the spikenard they
have no peculiar grace nor any brilliancy of
| bloom,—you love the epot they haunt, and as
you'pass there comes over your spirit a visitation
soft and 'soothing, which you scarcely notice for |

‘memory. And so there are lovely characters,—
Christians whom it does you good to look upon;
‘whose beauty of holiness beautifies the beholder,
80 that'in their presence he is actually a more |
generous or unworldly man; and quotable Chris
tians,—men whose good deeds or edifying words
you can. clironicle, so that long after they are
gone you can  still open the biographic record
and recall in unfaded freshness the trait of good-
ness or the word in season. . |
~_And there are fragrant characters. You can
scarcely define their excellence; you cannot |
quote their brilliant sayioge, and their deeds do
not make anecdotes: and yet sucha sweet sa-
vour of Christ sarrounds them, and with.such an
‘atmosphere ‘of love and goodness do they il
their daily sphere, that the nooks to ‘which mem-
ory lovesto fly #isck and nestle are the bowers
‘which they gladdened, and the homes: which
they blessed ‘by the perpetual June of their
presence. But besides the beautiful and the
dragrant,—the characters which shed over the
Church’s face its loveliness and which fills its
| precinits with & heavenly charm, thére are the
fruitful—*the pomegranatesand pleasant fruits,”
—the men to whose substantial services, toT
whose thoughtful kindness, ‘and generous d |
and-systematic labours, the world is so much 'in-
debted :— Gaius mine host, Tryphena and Try-
phosa who labour in the Lord,—the evangelists
who  go. everywhere preaching the word,—thé
teachiers who spend'and are spent in our week-
day and Sunday schools, the Dorcas who makes
garments for the poor,—tbe landed proprietor
or the private citizens, who visit from house to
house, and who endeavour'to elevate in intelli-
gence and moral worth the poor and depressed
around him. And although less popular, by no
means unimportant, are the bitter herbs, the
antidotes and tonics, which also find a place ; for
there in eed for myrrh and aloes as well as roses
and lilies. 'We may not like the sharp reprover,
the stern and uncompromising reformer, so well
s the mild and  bright-beaming philanthropist ;
and yet that reprover may be the truest bene-

Knox, as Cartwright and Melville, as Clarkson
and the Haldanes :—men who in their loyalty to
Truth forfeited much present popularity, A)ml4
who kept up the Church’s tone by the comforts
they renounced and the sacrifices they endured’
in striving against error and sin.

Good books ! written in the olden time, of
miin’s thtrammeled thinkiog—and re

and almost adared by a hundred gene-
rations Before us! qudboob!mddmdﬂm
virtaes and graces of all earth’s previous good-
néss and loveliness, filled with the histories of
[Yliose great and uoble men whose deeds built na-
tons and_whoge words instructed them, crowd-
ed with the events of empires whose power and
glary covered the eart ’

light, and teeming with the besutiful but sor-

| Good books! bursting fall of the

set with the radiant glories of virtue, bolin
and truth, and instinct with a living power
enkindle in the heart of their lowliest readers,

are, as diffusi
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DEAR BROTHER,

"1 have more work for my estéemed father in
the niinistry (Rev. Mr. Tupper) who bas con.

appear to clash with each other. His explana-
tion of those already furnished, have been as
the morning light to not & fow in those parts,
who are in the habit of glancing at your valu-
able journal. Long may his useful life be
spared to the Church of God, and in his efforts
to 'turn the sons und daughters of men from
darkness to light, and from the power of Saten
unto God, may he be abundantly successful !
Many who take the C,Messenger, are not
acquainted with Sacred Criticism, or with Bib-
lical interpretation ; yet on comparing the Rey.
Mr, Tupper’s elucidations with what is clearly
reyealéd in the word of God, they at ence
discover or see their harmony, and are remind-
ed of the sayingsof Job, “ How forcible are
right words !”
APPARENT. CONTRADICTIONS.
6. “For wewouldnot, = % There hath no
brethren, have you ig- temptation taken yom
wnorant of our trouble but such as is common
which came to us in to man; but God is
Asia, that we were pres- faithful, who will not
sed out of measure, suffer you 1o be tempt-
aboye strength, in so ed above. that ye are
much that we despair- able ; but will with the
‘ed even of life.” 2 Cor. temptation also make
1. 8. ' a way to escape, that
ye nay be able to bear

it.” 1 Cor. x. 13.

7. “That ye be not “ Let your modera-
soon shakeun in mind tion be known unto all
or be troubled, neither men. The Lord is at
by spirit, nor by word, hand.” Phil. iv. 5. -
nor by letter as from
hu, as that the day of
fChrist is at band.” 2
Thess. ii. 2.

8. “If we say that “ Whosoever is born
we have no sin, we of God doth not com-
deceive ourselves, and 1nit sin; for his seed
the truth is not in us.” remaipeth in him: and

1 Jobn i. 8, be cannot sin, because
he is barn of God.” 1

Jobn iii. 9. "
9:‘#!6!&: witness .. * Though 1 bear se- |

of myself, my witness cord of myself; yet
ilnét’tr'ue.” Jobnv.31. record is’true.” Jm
viii. 14. :

10, “ By the w_lorkl 4 g;:;ot Ahnl:‘ut::,
of the law . il RO our, y Justified by
ﬂe-hhgvin _be'hj.ll'miﬁ- works ?* James ii. 21,
ed.” Gal. i1, 16.

and harvest, and cold in the land: and yet
and heat, and summer there are five years, i
jand winter, and day the which thére shigil
and night ' shall: not neither be

12. “ Thou shalt net. th
bow. down, thyself 1o neth, it shall die.

them, nor serve them

:a' t the | m bear :
. 0 i€ BODN ; 18 usness
 wito the third And, of the righteous shall
fourth _generation. of be upen

Dd the
them that hate me.” wickedness  of the
Exod. xx. 5. :iwt:‘gmu be .y

m.

Frcly M "&?-w,e; trffol"lw
fool according to his cording to his folly, les
folly,’lbittbzn‘aliobo bobeWhom'Npqx
xxvi. 4. :

e
4

Ursicoxn.

Solutions. :

6. It ja not certainly known to. what pasticu-
lar scene of persecution the Apostle alludes in
the text first cited ; but he evidently speaks of
one in which he and his associates had narrow-
ly escaped death. They were indeed pressed
above their own strength. God, however, who
frequently promotes  the. spiritual welfare of

vient 10 the good of His persecuted servants,
by teaching them thereby not to trust in them-
selves, but in Him who raiseth the dead, In
this very instance was evinded the faithfulness
of Jemovan, indicated in the nd passage,

‘bim,~S. Pearce.

j»

| pare Deut. xix, 15.)
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what He enabled them to bear.. (See Déut. viii.
16. Ps. exvi. 6. 2 Cor. i. 9, 10, »

7. The whole duration of timé is as nothing
in comparison with eternity, (Ps. xe. 4,5. 2
Pet. jii. 8.) and consequently the most remote

- event connected With the present state may be

counsidered near. = Moreover, the inspired
writers call the gospel dispensation, as com-
pared with the former, * the last days,” or ¢ the
end of the world” (Jsa.ii. 2. Actsii. 17,
Heb. i.2 1. ix. 26.)* v was tlierefore consistent
for the Apostles to speak of the second coming
of Christ as drawing nigh. (Jamesv.8. 1
Pet. iv. 5. Rev. xxi. 20.) The Thessalonians
Appear to have concluded from the language
of Paul, (1 Thes. v. 1—3.) that Christ was imn-
mediately coming to judge the world. He there-
fore corrects this misapprehension; and informs
them that in this sense the day of Christ wis
not actually at hand ; since there came prophe-
cies to be fulfilled, the aceomplishment of
which must require a considerable space of
time, (2 Thes. ii. 1-—8. i

8. The former of these texts conveys in the
idea, that he who deems himself absolutely free
from sin does not “know the plague of his own -
| heart.,” (1 Kings viii. 38, 46, Job. ix. 20,

| Proy. xx. 9. Ecelgs. vii, 20, James iii. 2.)

The latter shews, that a regenerate person does
not indulge himself in known sin ; butthat a
holy principle restrains bim from vice, and
disposes him to “live soberly, and righteously,
and godly in this present world.” Titus ii, 12,
14.)  The man whe flatters himself with the
expectation of reaching heaven without self-
denial, or abstinence from sinful indalge
and the diligent pursuit of holiniess in heartand
life, deceives himself to his everlasting ruin.
(Ps. Ixvi. 18.. Matth. i 21 ; vii. 22, 28. Luke
xiv. 27. Heb. xii. 14. James i. 26,

9. The witaness which one bears of himself
may be true in point of fact; but it isnot usual
ly accounted valid, or sufficient in law. In
this sense the word (alethes) rendered true, is
evidently used in -John v. 81: viii. 17.  (Com-
Our Lord therefore ad-
d also the testimony of John, of the works
wr by himself, of the Father and of the
| Seripwres. . (Jobn..v, 31—39,) Havieg shus
| established  the: validity of his. testigsony; He
subsequently maintained that it ought w be
regarded as true, or valid, especially as the '
Father also bore witness of Him. (Joha viii
(13—18. Math. jii. 17 : xvii. 5. . _

) lo;Ns,,docuioo is more clearly taughtyin
Seripture, or more explicitly stated, than this,
“That no man is justified by the law in the
sight of God.” Paul adduces the case of .
Abrabam as au illustration and s confirmation
of it; since he was justified. prior 1o his recep+
tion of circumeision.  But James shews; in
perfec: unison with. Paul’s statement, that the

$ | faith whereby one obtains justification before

God is living and operative; and that the good
works produced by it evinee to man, that he
is in a justified state.® (Rom, jii, 20,28 : ir. 1
—3,9—12, Gal. jii; 6, 1. . Jamas ii, 14—26.)

1L Mmmmwlmuww -
rules; so there may be also to general promises.
The occurrence of partial by which
many  perish; .is quite. compatible with the
declaration, “ Neither sball there any more be
a flood (o destroy . the earth.” - So. likewise is
the occasional visitation of affliction by famines
in certain localities, with the assurance given,
that  seed time and Laryest” shall not be again
Ywiversally - interrupted,  as they had been by
the flood. (Gen, viii. 21, 22: ix. 11, 15. Isa.
v. 'O

12. Children that  hate” God, and following
 the steps, of their ungedly parents, “fill up
their measure,” may reasonably expect to share
with them in the consequences of their iniquity.
It is true, moreover, that the crimes of parents
do sometimes involve their descendants in
calamities, as for instance, disease or disgrace,
“to the third and fourth genération.” 'The
law of Moses, however, forbade the punishing
of children for crimes commimed by. their
fathers. (Deyt. xxiv. 16.) S decording to the
statement of Ezekiel, men are direetly responsi-
ble for their own deeds only. As the piety of
parents will not avail t the saving of. their
ungodly offspring, so neither will thewr impiety
exclude from heaven such of them as turp to
God through Christ. (Ezek. xiv. 20: xviii. 2
—5, 10—18. Matth. iii. 9, 10. Jobhn vi. 37.

13. The adage “ Circumstances slter cases,”

?

in not suffering them to be tempted above

mm;"obeimpligd in those texts. If a man




