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bers. Now, therd are 212 Churches, con-
ta'min{l 7,831 members. ‘¢ What hath God
CMEOREREET L ol e '.

2. The desired additions to the articles
were made, and duly reported at the meet-
tng of the Association in 1802. !

8. The -+ Danbury Association,” above
réferred to, was in Connecticut, on the bor-
ders of the State of New York. It was
formed in 1%0. S _ i

4. Were Enoch Towner now alive he |
would rejoice in his freedom. Vexations
and annoyanees of the kind allu‘ded' to have |
loug since ceased to exist. There 18 1o
Church Establishment in Nova Scotia, and
there aré no Dissenters. . All men are * free
and equal” here. - May the blessedness be
soon enjoyed in every other part of the
world ! : : ,

5 Our associated brothren began well.
They did not meet for the sole purpose of
personal enjoyment. They believed it to
be desirable to ‘“do good” as well as to
«get good.” Hence the sending of sup-
plics to Newport, and the practical sympa-
thy and aid extended to New Brunswick.
This was the home missionary spirit, early
developed..

Yours truly,
J. M. Cramp.
Acadia College, June 21, 1856.

For the Christian. Messenger.

Have Nova Scotia Baptists ‘ Changed
' Materially ¥

Dear"BRETHREN, s

* (‘onsiderable surprise has been expressed,

and some dissatisfaction manifested, at the
insertion of a letter; in your issue of the
11th inst., subsecribed, ¢ One of the Old
School.” %"

“Some of your readers wondered that there
was not an cditorial disclaimer of the views
advanced by the writer. Others have sup-
pos€d that his communication was inserted,
not because it was approved, but because
vou desire the Christian Messenger to be
the channel of free discussion on &ll points
aflocting the interests of the Denomination,
reserving, of course, the right of putting a
stop to any discussion, shoulid it threaten
to occupy too much space, or be conducted
in.an improper manner. %

Your correspondent brings heavy charges
against us: He says, ¢ Conformity tp the

upwards

scntintents and usages of Pwmdobaptist
churches and of the world are very prevalent
am:ong us at the present day. How is it
that we have changed very materially in
doctrine, mode of preaching, order of divine
worship, manner of making converts, and
in the government and discipline of our
churches "’

If these charges can be q;ﬂi’Stantiat_ed——,if
we have * changed very migteriully,” in all
tl.c above-mentioned respects, the Baptist
Denomination can be scarcely said to exist
in Nova Scotia. 4

‘The brethren generally regard ¢ One of
the Old School” as guilty of gross calumny.
Still it may be proper that he should be
beard. With your permission, therefore,
-1 call upon him for proof. Let him sub-
stantiate his charges, if he can. But let
him do it by stating facts; wmere opinions
will not meet the case. 1 append my name
to this communication, and invite ‘* One of
the Old Schoel” to do the same.

Yours truly,

{ work.”

of thirty, indicates ‘that it still
retains a large measure of public confidence.
We purposed to pass on to Chester and
join our brethren of the Central Association,
but the sudden affliction with which wi
have been visited obliged us to change that
determination, forego all the happiness we
anticipated and submit o bitter disappoint=
ment in this as well as the blighting of our
future prospects. ' How uncertain is life
with all its joys! ¢ Here we have no con-
tinuing city : we seek one to COTNO. " iscnni
The following account of the Association
furnished by a {riend who was present may
be received by our readers with equal satis-
faction to any we might have given i— |

The Association at Chester.

A¥TER a pleasant drive through the en-
chanting scenes depicted by the pencil of
nature, we arrived at Chester in time to
witness the opening of the Central Associa-
tion, at 2 o’clock, on Saturday, June 21st.
Brother James Parker was called to act as
Moderator. 'The necessary officers were
appointed. A good degree of interest was
manifested on the rcading of the letters
from the various churches. We could but
think it a rich spiritual feast for the minis-
tering brethren who have been preaghing to
their flocks for*the -last year, now in their
turn to be fed by listening to-the warm- |
hearted addresses of the churches. These
letters breathed for the most part an en-!
as proposing questions on church govern-
ment to be solved, gratitude for the blessings
of -the past year, prayers for the extension
of the Redeemer’'s Kingdom, or for’ the
outpouring of the Spirit upon those assem.- |
bled. After the reading of the letters.a !
committee was appointed to propose the
other committees on the various topies em-
braced in the Minutes. The’delegates then
adjourned, after receiving from the friends
of Chester, through their young and ener-
getic pastor, a hearty welcome to their hearts
and homes. But when others had lpft,‘
Elder - Chipman might be seen - lingering
with his Committee on Female Education,
declaring what God has lately done for his |
church in Pleasant Valley, and especially
for the Female Seminary in Berwick, which
has €hjoyed the most distinguished marks
of the divine favor. He dwelt on-the ae-
cessity of continuing and enlarging a echyopl
so much needed, so auspiciously begun, &nd,
so well suited<to our wants, by taking proper.
measures for the crection of a building: te
accommodate the pupils. It is pleasing to
sce an aged and honoured servant of God,
living again in the youth of the present and
succeeding generations. May he be enabled,,
by the co-operation of his brethren to leave
behind him a good female seminary, as a
monument of his disinterested zeal.

On the Sabbath, meetings werc held in
the several places in the town and neigh-
bourhood. _ In-the chapel where the Associ-
ation met, the subjects presented by the
prcachers showed a connection.  In the
morning the té»‘ﬁt was “ What hath God
wrought?”’ The sibject, “The mighty power
of God in vedemption.” After dwelling

o

to what God has done for the cause of truth
among ourselves. In the afternoon the
subject was, * the character of the Comforter
promised by Christ to carry out this great
The preacher’s aim was to set forth

; J. M. Cramp.
Acadia College, June 26, 1856.

Christian FWessonger.
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HALIFAX, JULY 2, 1856.
THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.
~ Wg had promised ourselves much of en-
joyment in meeting with our brethren at
the Anniversaries during the past week.
It was our intention to be present at the
mectings in connection with the close of the
session at the College at Wolfville, so as
to be able to ‘give oug own report of the
proceedings.” The brief account given by
“ A Spectator’” last week must suffice, and
will doubtless afford the friends of the In-
stitution evidence that although it has still
muck to contend against, yet by the steady
perscverence of its Professors a vast amount
of good is being affected. The large at-
tondance showed that no diminution of in-
terest in its operations is felt by its friends.

The number of students too, there being

the person of the Spirit as testified in
His own word, and to vindicate Him from
| the agpersions of wicked men, who would
degrade Him to a mere natural influence.
In the evening the preacher dwelt on the
future . establishment of Christ's Kingdom,
when the knowledge of God would cover
the earth. Tle showed the nature of this
knowledge, and urged the motives for
diffusing it. i
~ On Monday the various committees hav-
ing met at 8, the Introduetory sermon was
preached at 10 by the Rev. Wm. Burton.
It was a clear, glowing and most impressive
representation of the formation, progress
and glory of the Christian character, through
the word and by the power of the Holy
;(jhost. \\'_ould that all could have heard
it. The afternoon of Monday was dévoted
to Domestic Missions. The usual prolixity
and confusion on this subject prevailed,
except the very interesting accounts given
by the'French and Geelic missionaries. - The
audience responded in a speech of Ten
pounds for brother Ross’s Chapel, and a like
sum for brother Chute’s Mission-house. ' A
‘resolution was also passed requesting the

next Association some better scheme for

couraging spirit, whether we consider them, “The - Association then adjourncd after a| butors.

' column demands from us a word or two by

'ons to the cause of truth, or will interfore

upon this the preacher very maturally passeﬁ"

I

.

———

no sympathy with those who would brin
reproach on the christian body to which'we

future operations than that which now exists. y 1
belong and so wound the feelings of our

It evidently needs revision. The present |
system might answer for 1814, when the | best friends, and therefore we left the said"
missionary society was first formed at Ches- article to make its-own impression.* . ..
ter: but not for 1856. Then the first con-|  'There are doubtless some advantagesin
tribution was a doubloon thrown down by : editorial remarks being made on communi.
a brother in the gallery. Now the people | cations, particularly when we wish to eall
are quite as willing to throw down their/ special attention to them, or think it unsafe
offerings, if they could only feel that their to let the sentiments go forth without some
money were prudently expended. Letnot| disclaimer. But unless some strong reason
ministers complain of the avarice of our|exists for doing so we feel it would be 3
people till they wipe away our inofficient | want of respect to the judgment and intellis
system of Home missionary opetations, and | gence of our readers to forestall them by
substitute a better. expressing thoughts upon them such ‘as - i
On the forenoon of Tuesday various re—would- stiike the mind of cvery semsible
ports were presented. .Among these we -

christian. : oo
yeports on Education, which. drew fofth| 'This might have been more fecessary
many interesting remarks on the stdte of

formerly, when the readers of the Christian |,
the Academy and College. A sutl-stirrjas :

Messenger were less accustomed to discus.
appeal was also made in behalf of Sabbath | sion by means of the press, but we are of
Schools. On the afternoon a lively dis-

opinion that at the present day there exists
cussion was elicited on the report of the

no necessity for placixg guards around every
Christian Messenger, recommending it as|letter which appears in ou# columns lestit
the organ of the Denomination. The re-!

should convey some wrong impression,

port of the Committee in behalf of Female| We desire to mako the Christian Messen.
Education was also presented. .Such a ger ‘fully meet the wants of the Denomina«
measure -carried into effect cannot fail to tion’ and are thankful that we have been'so
touch cords of feeling and to call forth far successful. Our anxieties in view of
energies among our people never before ‘ the responsibility of our pesition have béen
awakened. | very considerably. diminished by the ford

A vote of thanks to the kind peoplt of bearance of our brethren and by the liberty
Chester was passed. Prayer was offered by ' accorded to us in/the communications of

Dr. Cramp. The union hymn was sung. | our numerous and highly respected contri-

harmonious and profitable session. . <

Chester, June 25, 1856. * Orp times and old ways have a stron
attraction for old people. We could hot
The letter from Dr. Cramp in another| but feel this truth on reading over the very
acceptable contribution to our pages in the
way of explanation. .We thought the posi- Mim.xtcs of t:he First l.\{c.eting of the N‘om ;
tion we occupy with respect to sentimegfs _Scotia Baptist Association at Granville,
expressed by our correspondents was gene- Often ‘do we remember to have heard the
rally understood. o late Father Manning, who, as Clerk of the
Whilst we consider it our duty as journal- | Association, pe.nned those Minutes, deseribe
ists xepresenting the Denomination to dis- |-the early meetings, and eharacters, and la-
countenance sentiments or statements op- | bours of some of the excellent men who took
posed to its best interests and to exclude from | their part in that primarv-assembly of our
our pages whatever we believe will be injuri- | churches. But how many are there among
us, still living, but whom age and infirmi-
ties have almost confined to the limitsof -
the domestic circle, who will remember with
deep emotions of pleasure this reminiscence
of the early history of Nova Scotia Baptists!
Dr. Cramp zightly observes that the germ
of the missionary spirit was beginning to
be develbped in the earncét action of the
few Baptist Churches then in- existence, to
communicate the Gospel to Newport and
other places destitute of the blessing. In
truth the very spirit of the great command,
“Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature,” was engraven, s
it were by fire, on the very hearts of the
men whose names appear on this first roll
of the Baptist Evangelists of Nova Scotia.
In that early day, as is well known to those
acquainted with the history of our Proviace,
the Gospel properly so called, was confined
to the preaching of the‘few brethren, New-
light, Mcthodist or Baptist, who were ac-
customed, amid hardships and privations,
to coast the rugged and thinly-settied shores,
or thread the long and difficult bridle paths,
through the unbroken-forest. - It may vesy- -
appropriately be asked, Have our zeal and
our irdustry in diffusing thc saving truths
of the Gospel increased in proportion with
our means, our knowledge and our facilities
for extending its triumphs—in proportion
especialiy to the vast growing numbers of
our population, as much in need of salvation
by grace as those to whom the Mannings,
the Dimccks, and the Hardings and their
fellow-workers first made known the words
of Eternal Life. It is a question. whichiit..
deeply imports us to answer as we ought,
and not to allow the more abundant labours
and self-devotion of our fathers, with theit
scanty means and privileges to rise up and
condemn us. Be our deficiencies in this
respect what they may, we have, never
theless, much to be thankful for.at the
present moment, in the increase of ouf
churches, and the genuine Christian charac-
ter with which, we sincerely believe, they
are 10 a large exient replenished—blessings
which under God we rejoice in believing
arc among the most precious resul § of the
early labours of thost men of God, whe i
June iun the ycar of eur Lord, 1800, fust
met in Associa}gn in-Granville,

with the progress of the churches, or disturb
their harmony, we do not think it necessary
for the purpose of accomplishing this, to
suppress-everything which brings into dis-
cussion the views and practices of the body:
Such churches as allow no frece enquiry
and demand submission to priestly dictation
on the part of their people, may find it
necessary to stifie the voice of complaint
and investigation ; but whilst we think that
overy member of our churches should * hold
the truth in love” and be prepared to * give
a reason for the hope thatisin him,” we also
think that he should examine carefully the
foundation of his hopes, and at the same
tinde cultivate a deep interest in whatever
affects .the welfare of the caurches gene-
rally.

__We _have too much confidence in the
manliness and ability of our ministers and
brethren to think them incapable or unwill-
ing to meet erroneous statements, when they
are made from a deficiency of information,
from prejudice, or from a want. of charity.
We believe our brethren perfectly com-
petent not only to expose such sentiments,
put to make them the means of instruction
and benefit to all our readers.

With regard to our giving an editorial
disclaimer to the sentiments of the article
in question, we would simply say that we
thought it unnecessary. We supposed the
« conformity to the sentiments and usdges
of - Paedobaptist churches and the world,
&e,”’ referred to by the writer, merely meant
that there is not now as formerly in many
places, a portion of the time of public wor-
ship occupied by the exhortations of the
brethren ; we could think of no other con-
formity 1o the sentiments and usages of
Pacdobaptist churches he could mean ; and
perhaps that experimental religion is sup-
posed by him to be less dwelt on in the
pulpit now, than it was by the old ministers,
now in heaven. HMHowever, as Dr. C. has
called on *“One of the Old School” for
facts in proof of his assertions we will not
anticipate his reply, but leave him to make
his own defence. ~~, . ‘

We have never inserted the common
notice at the head of Correspondence, *“ We
do not hold ourselves responsible for the
opinions of our correspondents” as we con- . T T’
 sidered our readers advanced beyond sucha Knhngaf B:?\ f}':“ﬁ:“’::gfq“ K 1806, .
pxe&a of informasion. it s The Eastern Association, with:be 2nd Sackville

e were under the impression and are | Ghureh, on Saturday, Jaly 12th. ;
still of opinion that our subseribers have 3z ad

Home Missionary Board, to present at the

) 4 . - The Western Aszociation, at Jackson town, o8
sufficient confidence in us to know we have | Saturday, Sept, 6th. | Y
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