
P
E
A
Y
 

p
r
e
 

i
.
 p
e
 

coon
 
m
e
t
—
—
 

ve
 
2
 

RA 
i 

TR
 
S
h
 

T
l
 A
A
 

5. 
e
e
 
b
i
 =
 I
E
 
O
T
E
 p
r
a
y
 

N
—
 

BE 
a
E
 

Hehe 

Tw 
DE, 

¥ 

pase 

3 R% py +E 

fo 
i 

5 

oe
 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
-~ 

Christin 3 
. © * HALIFAX, APRIL 80, 1856. 

NEA TT NN 
FR RINT 

a 

Oxe of the most pleasing circumstances 

in connection with the meral and religious 

. efforts in’ England, is the progress that 1s} 
making in the increase and right working 
of Sanday Schools. “In the metropolis in’ 

1 mlar, we find most of the great leading 

religious and benevolent individuals of 

different soctions of the church; taking a 
prominent part in the promotion of Sabbath 

School instruction. But better than all this, 

+ there is, it would appear, a more general 

Awakening among the more zealous and ac- 

_ tive members of every evangelical commu- 

nion, to the urgent need of a closer combi- 

nation and thé adoption of miore diligent 

and well “devised plans to bestow upon the| 
thousands of children, bereft, by the vices 

‘and _indigence of their parents, the advan-|P 
_ tages of instruction, and to. bring them | 

within the sacred precincts of the Sabbath 

+ School ; and it is daily becoming a credible 
and honorable employment for young per- 

gons - seriously inclined, in every rank in 

life, to devote a portion of the Sabbath to 
impart the blessings of Seriptural instrue- 

tion to the children of ‘the poor and desti- 
tute. Our memory forcibly recalls the time 
when very différent feelings prevailed among 

‘the great mass of the community, When 
“the presence of a male or female among the 

more wealthy and influental classes of so- 
ciety @s a manager or teacher in a Sunday 

School was ‘viewed with some degree of 

wonder, if not of contempt, by the great 
majority of their associates. The Sabbath 
School, however, is now most justly esteem- 
ed as. one of the Most effectual nurseries 
for implanting in the youthful heart, under 
the Divine blessing, the seeds of heavenly 
grace, and giving a wholesome moral bias 
to the future life and character. It is a fact 
that cannot welll have escaped the most 
careless observer, that among the churches 
of bur own Province and Denomination, 
zeal and activity in Sabbash School izstruc- 
tion have always gone hand in hand with 
their increasé in spiritual blessings. 

At our annual Associations, in listening to 
the returns of our numerous charches, we 

. have ever hailed with nnmingled satisfaetion, 
the reports of large attendance and growing 

success in the reports of their Sunday Schools, 
and have with a pretty fair amount of cer- 
tainty, formed our gpinion of the spirituality 
and genéral character of the<church in other 
respects, Jt is a gratifying reflection that 
9 just an estimate of this great means of 

diffusing the pure and simple truth of the 
(Gospel, and impressing them with efficacy 
an-the youthful mind; -is rapidly gaining 
ground in all parts of the world and we 
cannot but view the fact as one of the most 
eortain indications that the millenial-day 
glory is hastening on, when all shall know 
the Lord from the least to the greatest. 

The Education Bill. 

un readers generally, we believe, un- 
derstand the action taken in the House of 
Assembly on this measure. 
it is a matter of such vast impcrtance to 
the future condition and interests of the 
country, and must be considered free from 
abything-of a party character, we shall not 
hesitato to discuss ‘the principles involved, 
with the greatest freedom. Any other than 
a fearless and straight-forward course on 
this subjeet, would render us nunworthy of 
the confidence reposed in us, as independent 
journalists by a large and intelligent portion | 
of the community. 
On the first appearance of the Bill pre- 

pared by the Hom. Attorney General we 
xpressed no dissent, but considered it 

the country. — Nothing appeared that would 
apteriore with the relizious sentiments of 
aay denomination of Christians, Sufficient 
of local control was given by the election | "5 .of Trustees and the power invested in 
them to secure the internal ‘affairs of the 

+. chool’ from any bias likely to’ba injuric us 
th any part of the community, andto enable 

them to carry out the wishos of tho inhabi- 
tants as expressed at their annual meetings. 
~The ppointment of Inspectors by the 

wever, we believed inju- 
fit be supposed to render 

them less likely 
of schools vigited 

old 

¥ them, than if. they 
wero chbsensby the Sessions orsomo local 

- 

= 

¥¢ unbiassed ‘reports 

body. They would doubtless feel’ more 
if the appointment could be 

pearance of & political character. =~ 
Soon, however; the feelings of approval 

we were indulging were to be changed to 
those of suspicion and condemnation, by 
the introduction of clauses to be added to 
the Bill providing for Separate Schools for 
Reman Catholics. At the first mention ef 
them we gave an expression of dis 
in which the press generally with scarcely 
one exception joined, in ‘terms not to be 
mistaken. Dissent was expressed by mem- 
bers on: both sides of the House of Assem- 
bly, still a" large majority voted for the 
original principle of the Bill, and allowed 
it to, pass throigh a special committée for 
the purpose of embodying the separate 
clauges with the Bill, The House was in- 
formed after the Bill had been thus prepared, | 
that “it had been deemed expedient to de- | 
fer its further consideration to wait the ex- 
ression of public opinion thereon,” We 

shall therefore state distinctly, that we con- 
‘sider the adoption of the separate clauses found less competent than the one employed 
'as not.only a most unwise innovation, but a | by the majority. The parents of his pupils 
most unjust method of meeting the objec- | 
‘tions which: some of our Roman Catholic | children to the general School, 
fellow-citizens have to a common School 
Bill founded on Assessment. 

Legislation on the subject of education 
is a necessity arising from civilization. : Laws 
are enacted which apply to the whole com- 
munity and the people must ‘have some 
means afforded to enable them to become 
acquainted with those laws and be rendercd 
capable of obeying them. All our institu- 
tions and the very framework of society are 
formed on the supposition that the people 
are intelligent and free. 

British subjects are not supposed so much 
to be under restraint and made to obey the 
mandate of their superiors as that they arc 
the framers of their own laws and are the 
parties possessing the power by which all 
are governed. On these grounds we hold 
it essential that provision snould be made 
to supply education for all, so that every 
child, whatever the circumstances of its 
parents, may be supplied with the elements 
of knowledge, reading, writing and arith- 
metic. These separate clauses, however, 
strike at the root of this principle by raising 
vbjections on religious grounds, and allow- 
ing ecclesiastical opinions te step.in between 
tke instructor and child, so that what was 
to be supplied to all and would pldee all on 
an equal footing by giving them the same 
advantages avithout respect of persons either 
as to age, sex, creed or station, is by these 
clauses to be divided; and the children of 
the majority in any district ate to have a 

disapproval that countenance to their yiews which is not 

superior course of training and be placed 
‘in a better position than those who happen 
{to be in the minority, thereby doing injust. 
ice to the children because of some differ- 
ence in the opinions held by thé parents. 

Injustice 13-done by these clauses too:net 
only to the children but to the teachers of 

| one class of schools. The following is the 
| clause to which we refer :— 5 

“The Teachers of separate Catholic Schools 
| shall be licensed by the Catholic Members of the 
{ Board' “of Commissioners of Schools for the 
| County or District, ard the Teachers of separate 

.As, however, | Protestant Schools by the Protestant Members of | 
| the Board for the County or District, and no 
School Books shall Le used in any such separate 

| School which shall be objected to by the Teacher 
thereof.” 

| » 
| Whatever may be the object of this pro- 
vision its effect must be to lower the teacher 
of the minority in the estimation of the 
community, It would lead to the suppo- 
sition that either the Roman Catholic teach- 
er would be incompetent to pass an exami- 

| nation similar to that given to Protestants, 
and vice versa ; orthat the subjects on which 

nature ds d no guarantee would be afforded 
gonerally what would eommend itself to | by his ligen’se, that he’is capable of giving | unites, or he cannot without hypocriey say, 

instruction in the ordinary branches. 
| This must-have the effect-of placing one 
{in an inferior position to the other, and any 
Teacher having respectable attainments bes 
longing to that communion with the smaller 
number of families in the district would in 
all probability prefer to appear before all or 
any of the Commissioners as they might 
appoint ; and have his license with the au- 
thority of the whole ; vo that he might stand 
ona level in his profession with those where 
no such separate s¢hool existed. 
We are unable to give any explanation 

of the origin of these clauses. Surely the 
Roman Catholics themselves would not ask 

against us. 

he roy be. examingd were of a different | 

Protestants and for their teachers #o
 be of serious doubts on the subj 

an inferior grade to those of other mis « 

nations. If the clauses were prepared by 

tion with the view of a concession 
fo that tion he founds upon it, has eink 

numerous portion of the people who belong tions of ‘the pleasant association | 
for seme years existed between us, any | 

say that they have been most unfortunate, which we had no desire to weaken. Ww, | 
face of the supposed that there being more than op, 

editor to the Witness would have prevented 

to the Roman Catholic church, we can only 

and whatever may appegr on the the 

Bill as leniency towards them and affording | 

accorded to those of other bodies would] 
have the effect of creating a feeling of hos- 
tility which must be exceedingly painful to | 

the better informed, and more peacefully 
disposed of all classes, - If; however, the 

clauses originated with the Roman Catholics, 

themselves they must have anticipated re- 
sults very different from thase we believe 

would follow the carrying the Bill into 
operation. : 

Another result would in all probability 
arise. The teacher, licensed by the Com-} 
missioners of the minority, whether Pro- 
testant or Catholic, would most likely be 

might discover this, and prefer sending their 
where their 

religious sentiments, although not. taught, 4 

would not be interferred with, and he would 
be found compelling payment from those 
who were receiving no bencfit from his la- 
bours. 

These are: some of the more apparent 
consequences. we apprehend would follow 
the enactment of this Bill. . There are, how- 
ever, others of a more serious character to 
which we have not.alluded, but may proba- 
bly refer to them on some future occasion. 

Since writing the above we have received 
by Steamer our usual files-of English papers 
and find that the same objections we have 
suggested with regard to Inspectors are 
being urged against the Educational mea- 
sures now before the Imperial Parliament, 
and will no doubt have the effect of either 
greatly modifying those measures or lead to 
their withdrawal. 

*
 

—— 

WE regret that our columns should be 
any further occupied with the misunder- 
standing which has arisen between the 
Witness and ourselves. The remarks of 
our contemporary of last week, however, 
call for a word of explanation, and as our 
silence might be misconstrued by some of 
our. friends, we venture again to refer to the 
subject, and hope there may then be no 
further occasion to mention it.  “. 

We were glad to see that our brother 
“ turned to the texts, and remembered how 
much easier it is to perceive the mote in our 
neighbour'scye than the beam in our own.” 

We think it somewhat ungenerotis to attri- 
bute such unworthy motives to us as that 
¢ the grant to Horton Academy is endanger- 
ed by the Dalhousie College agitation.” 
When the cditor of the Witness bears in 
mind what the Baptist Denomination nas 
dome in the cause of Collegiate Education, 
he must feel that such eonsiderations as 
those to which he refers are not so likely to 
influence us; as that the late aetion with 

| regard to Dalhousie has been for: the pur- 

pose of saving other bodies from a similar 
outlay, for the education of their sons and 

ministers ; and especially when we call to 
mind that the late conference was consider- 
ed at an énd’ when the Hon. Attorney Gen- 
eral stated that no clergyman could be a 
Professor. 

Our friend has made a partial quotation 
from our leading article of last ‘week and 

tries to make it the ground of a charge 
When the passage is fully 

given, it 1s, we think, only such a statement 
as every Christian ‘should’ be able to make; 
with regard to the church with which he 

what the Presbyterian Witness repeats every 
| week from Dr. Chalmers :—+* The Bible .is 
our great Chwrch Directory and Statute 
Book." X 

At the risk of being tiresome to oi x readers, 
and to save the necessity of turnngz to oor 
last number we repeat the passage referred 
to. ‘lhe pcrtion quoted we have italicised. 
“We believe the word of God carefully 
examined and understond gives us the maig 
and esseritial {catures of a gospel church as 
well as ample rules for its formation and 
A and we humbly believe® that 
ourtpractice is as near an approach to the 
Divine word in this matter as it is permitted to be put into a worse position thay that of 

By Te dllesioriof thie Blitop bo 
igtra- | ory of our past intima 

as personal. We do not hesitate to ex 

course adhere. to its commu 
x: Be 

“3 

any of our remarks from being u 

our sorrow for any injury that may hav, 
been done to the feelings of our brother, 
and assure him that such was the farthest | 
from our intention. 

Christian Magnanimity and 
~ Self-Abnegation!! ~~ = 

Tre Free Church Missionary Record for | 
the present month in giving its adherents; 
description of Cornwallis and- the Free | 
Church congregation there, says :— «3 
“It is a Presbyterian oasis in the heart of y 

wilderness of Anabaptists and Methodists, The 
establishment where Anabaptist | ers args 
pro is within a few miles distance and the 
Methodist one is but just across the Bay.” 

We make no comment on the above, It | 
speaks for itself. . 

Eb 

"Dalhousie College. TE 
Tre Witness informs us that the ifiter. 

view which lately occurred between: the 
Presbyterian Synods and the Governors of | 
Dalhousie College “and the discussion by | 
which it was followed, have led to an im. | 
portant change in the views of the Govern. 
ors. They have abandoned their ill con- | 
sidered determination to proscride the min. | 
isters of religion, and now see the nepessi 
of farther changes, in order to raise 
housig College to its proper position. 
Congtegationalists, anxious to avail them- 

selves of it as a Seminary of instruction ° 
for their youth, have also been using their 
influgnce, and a committee has been ap- 
pointed by the Governors, carefully to ma- 
ture a plan, which, as we understand, isto | 
be submitted to the Synods at their next 
meetings.” : 

Our esteemed brother, Arthur Crawley, | 
does not seem inclined to lese & place in 
the prayers and affections of his native land. 
His letter on our first page, just received, 
affords a brief account of his present la- 
bours, aud it is an occasion of gratitude to 
God that he has so far mastered the lan 
guage as to be so soon enabled to engage 
in the actual work of the mission. Brother. 
C. possesses one of the best inheritances of 
his native country, or indeed of any other, - 
a sound and vigorous constitution——this 
with all-else that he possesses hie has most. 
sincerely, we believe dedicated to the service 
of God and the salvation of his fellow-men. 
May he long be spared®to labour with sue: 
cess in his Master's vineyard, 

Tre Notice we publish of the success which bas 

thus far attended the commene¢ment of thie Fe 
wale Seminary at Berwick, in King’s County, i 
highly gratifying. From all we can learn of the] 

direction and arrangement of studies and occups- 
tions allotted to the pupils, the institution merit 
our hearty approval both of the objects and efforts 
of those who have been concerned in its foundation 
That such an institution ‘may be made to confer 
the most listing blessings on the community 8 
large, cannot be doubted. Tts efforts on the mor 

and religious character of our country can only La 
measured by {jgifpenoe for good or evil which 
the female chafacter must of necessity esentise 

throughout every rank of society. We have in 
these days become in some measure awake, to the 
incaleulable importance of placing ovr youth under 
the immediate charge and inspection of teacher 
who themselves appreciate the value of the vital 
truths of the gospel. The history of oa past ge 
may well teach us the deplorable evils “which & 
neglect of this great duty is sure to entail oo 

society, The prejudices against female education, | 
the remains of ignorance and barbarism, are hap 

pily exploded, and every intelligent and right 

thinking person, now fully recognizes the momer- 
tous importance of that duty which belongs to the 
Mother, the Sister, or the Female Teacher, in the 
early instruction of iwmontal and, accountable ; 

beings ; a du in the consecration” and diligent | 
performance of which, the true intevests both of E 
time anid eternity ave deeply involved. We tr 

Jor human’ frailty to attain. lad we any 
the youthful Seminary may become o large ands | 

| lasting benefit to the commu
nity xf 
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