I must content m{selt with substituting the

_ or six hundred well-to-do intelligent people,

~or thirty years of age of fair compléxion and

. ¢complexion who supported by two such im-
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THE OHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

a representation such as might be transferred
by the hand of the engraver for the purpose
of giving impressions similar to that made
on my own mind, and thus giving youa
picture such as 1 witnessed a few days ago,
pen for the pencil, and painting by words
instead of colors, what struck me as a sub-
ject well suited to engage the attention of
theartinh o L}

About the centre of the village of Am-
herst is @ neat substantial building, not of|
very recent date nor yet very ancient in the
afyle of its architecture, in fact a very com-
fortable house. It is filled with about five

principally men possessing countenances
beaming-with cheerfullness, and although
the eyc of each displays a'degree of exp.ec-
tation, yet all seem prepared for something
which will afford full satisfaction when
received, This is none other than the
Meeting-house of the Baptist church,—not.
s0 large as may be séen in many parts of
Nova Scotia, yet a fair specimen of the|
places of worship which belorg to that body |
now appearing throughout the length and
breadth of the land.

O a
pulpit raised about two feet, aid apparently |
used-as. a platform from which to address
the congregation, are seated a Trio facing|
the congregation, whether by accident or|
design I will not determine, but it oceur- |
red to me they might be rakenas represen- |
tativesd of the Pulpit, the Press, and the Col-
lege ; three sources of power and influence,
which ar¢ being used with so much effect
by the people now assembled at one of their
anniversaries. When these are  brought
to bear effectually on the whole population
they will raise them to a high state of in-
tellectual and moral greatness and .make:
mon but little inferior to angelic beings,
( Psalra viii. 5.) which but for the ravages
of sin, sorrow and death might well induce
us to wish for an indefinite extension of
mortal existence. But to proceed with my
picture, I will begin with the person sitting
on the right,—a man of some twenty-five

portion of the floor in front of  the |

slight erect form. Although comparatively
indifferent about personal appearance and
rot rejoicing in a white cravat or any dis-
tinguishing clerical habilaments, hie is, allew
me to inform you no less a personage than
the bishop (not mitred) of the church at |
Amherst. He is a person of no mecan|

ebilities, his large quick observant cye give | they will sucoced in their enterprize and |

evidence of a well cultivated mind —he has |
ransacked the collegiate institutions™f this |
provinee as well as of the United States for !
tize lore of three or four modern languages ‘
besides having a respectable acqnaintance |
with those called classic {alias, dead.) A |
slight examination of his physiognomy indi- |
cates that no effort is required on his part |
to ptoduce that which is amusing as well as |
what belongs to the more serious duties of |
his office. The cup of sorrow which he has
had to drink has doubtless added to the
solemnity of his mental constitution. So
much for the representative of Tue rurrir,

The next object in the picture, is more
advanced in life but still a young man of
somewhat larger physical structure, of dark

!

portant personages may be regarded as oc- |
cupying a position between the two, and|
yet supplying both with the instruments’
necessary for their operations. 1 would !
proceed further Messrs Editors with the!
delineation of this part of the picture but!
as my daguerrotype may not be aillowed to
sce the light'if I take too great libertics here, |
I will content myself with this as the re-
presentative of THE PRESS ; the great engine |
of light to the nations.
portant for the-
to the darkened miind, the press is no [€ss
uccessary as the means of feeding with
kndwledge the awakened infelligence and
wultiplying copies of the word of life for
tic thousands of earth’s inhabitants as well
as-dor the purpose of conveying intelligence

‘o every man's fireside, .

‘The third person of this trio although
mdre advanced in life, probably approaching
three score years, yet were it not for the
prevalence of gray hairs and a slight bald-
ngss on the fore part of the head might be
supposed, as he appears at times to con-
sider himself, guite a young man. His face

' not 80 broad as is comwmonly pessessed by
Inglishmen, with a pair of respectable eve-
brows, and whiskers in which white hairs

: are becoming numerous. His physical or-
ganization is somewhat slight, although be-

If the pulpit is im- |
rpose of conveying truth

low the average height, yetbeing free from
any inclination he cannot be considered
short. Bl : S

Were it not that I am giving merely a
pictorial representation, I might shew that
although he has so much of the activity of
a young man, his literary acquirements to-
gether with the office he holds in one of the
first institutions of the land gives him in the
estimation of both old and young the cha-
racter of one of the Fathers. This must
suffice for the representative of COLLEGIATE
EpucaTioN.

Allow me, Mr. Editor, to direct attention
to one more person, which will complete
the sketch. He has more of the weight of
years upon him, and is now addressing the
cofgregation from the pulpit immediately
over the heads of the three already’ referred
to. He has evidently endured muech of
both bodily and mental exertion, and may ;
be taken as combining in himself to some '
extent the professions of the three sitting
below, for he has accomplished as much in

| each department as many men would in a

life time. The tones of his voice are some-
what tremulous with emotion as he proceeds

' to speak with all the tenderness of a father.
' Tears may be seen glistening in many éyes

as he unfolds to them the momentous truths
of Holy Writ.; Although not aiming at the
pathetic, yet out of the fullness of hnis heart
he breathes forth the affectiom he has for
these, the former people of his charge, many
of whom he has watched over as they have
risen up to take the place of their fathers,
over whom he has performed the last offices
of religion. : :

The occasion which the above very.im-
perfectly represents is one of the meetings
of the*Eastern Baptist Association attheir
annual assembly for ecclesiastical purposes.
As that body asks for no state recognition
or aid, they need no regal or episcopal per-
mission. Acknowledging no-authority but
that of the Lord Jesus Clnist as made known
in his Word, they find no difficulty in de-
fining the limits of power between lay and
clerical but are as the primitive believers,
emphatically, one body; having one Head
one faith, one baptism.
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PROGRESS,

Where should the Baptist Female Semi-
nary be placed?

We are highly gratified at the laudable

exertions of the good people of -Befwiek in

establishing a Female Seminary. 'We hope

receive all that patronage and assistance
which under the circumstances they justly

claim.8till, whilst we hope that Semintry |

may prove a rich blessing to the people of
Berwick, and the districts and townshi

adjacent, we wish that it should e undef-
stood that from its locality it is not and
cannot be The Institute of the Provinces.
And we now suggest that the zeal of the
people of Berwick, with the success that
nas attended their efforts, should stimulate
the Baptists of the Provinces and of the
Islands to establish at the most eligible point
a s‘rong and effective Institution for this
and the neighbouring colonies. We beg
to suggest HaxTsporT as the eligible po-
sition. - It is supposed that the Western
lailroad will terminate there; as shipping
might approach there at all hours without
the inconvenience of waiting for the tide,
as at Windsor. It is on the Main Post
Road leading east and west. It is a land-
ing point for steamers from St. John and
Parsboro. ' And in communication by Tele-
graph with every town in the Provinee.
Besides those facilities for travelling and

. conveying intelligence it has moral and re-

ligious advantages and influences equal to

most places and far surpassing many,
Please enquire, Mr. Editor, the views of

the Churches hereand thereand everywhere,

on this question of high impertance.

| July 1856. SENIOR.
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| NOTICE,-

i THosk of our Subscribers who commence from the
| beginuing of the year and have not yet forwarded their
j aubseriptions, will heat in mind that the time for pay-
| memts in advince expired with the past month, Some
| few have probably found the time prss more rapidly
; than they thought, and have unintentionally omitted to

make their payments, y
:

| A proper regard to our present and future liabilities,

{and a desire 1o avoid the ivjurious consequences of

| baving a large amount of arrearages on our ks, has

| induced us to make the following offer before ‘sending
on ACCOUNLs j~—

Any such subseriber who cgn get a new subsecriber
to hand him ten shillings for one year from date, ma
senid us @ one pound no'é~ten shillings for. himsel
instead of fwvelve and siz pence—and we will send to
him and to every such gew subsc:iber a copy of Caird’s
Sermon preached before the Queen, (48 es) by re-
.t’ur'x; of post. This offer to continue uc{' °ﬂ.. end of

uly.

' | Methodist meeting-house having a small

-

- . 'VD,-'; e oo o »
@hristian $essenger.
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- HALIFAX, JULY 23, 1856.
AMIIERST AND ITS PEOPLE.

Ix our report of the Eastern Association
meetings last week we omitted any descrip-
tion of Amherst, thinking that as it is on
the line of; road uniting the two provinces
it was well known to most of our readers ; |
we may, however, give a word or two be-
forec passing on to New Brunswick. We
should do injustice to-our own feelings to-
wards the place and people were we .to re-
frain from acknowledging the Christian hos-.
pitality afforded to us, in common with all
the Delegates. . ‘

Ambherst is a pleasantly situated village
overlooking the extendive district of inter-
vale known as the Great Tantamar Marsh,
which unites the two provinces. There is
but little uniformity in its buildings, either
in their style of architecture, or the position
they occupy on the street. Each person
seems to have had too muclr independence
to copy from his neighbour, and his own
means, taste and necessities alone seem to
have dictated the situation, sige and arrange-
ments of his own residence.

The Court-house is decidedly the  best
public building in the village. The Epis-
copal Church is built of brick, with a square
tower. If the castellated top had been left
without the four wooden points from the
corners, it would have been a very good
looking structure. They, however, spoil
its appearance not being in keeping with
the massiveness of brick work. The bell
which this contains is frequently heard in-
viting its people to the house of prayer.
Within the sound of this, and not many
yards distant is the Baptist Meeting-house,
a good sized, plain, comfortable structure,
well adapted to the large congregation
worshipping in it.
| In the upper part of the village is the

1

| hollow spire also with a bell.

The most prominent building of a more
| private character is Mrs. Ratchford's Fe-
'male Seminary. This institution, we were
' informed, is in a thriving condition, and
. although other seminaries have been estab-
lished in the neighbourhood it maintains
the high character it has long enjoyed. Aun,
|additional large room is being erected to
 secure further accommodations for the in-
. creasing dumpber of pupils. wgs
| Although there are not a large number
| of houses in Amherst yet it appears a place
- of considerable business. When the Rail-
| way reaches there, and our neighbours meet

us on theft side, this will become one of
the most important places on the line.

Baptist principles prevail in this commu-
nity.
_ple in all the institutions of the denomina-
tion and in supplying the surrounding dis-
tricts with the Word of Life.

The district lying between Amherst and
Sackville is one extensive plain with the
road in some parts in a dircet line so that
one can see along it for several miles. In
consequence of the high wind, which is al-
most always felt there, but few trees are to

| pupils and supply a superior course

A deep interest is taken by the peo- ‘

On the opposite side of the road on g
much higher, is the Seminary for {

building of not less dimensions than
mer, cach having threc tiérs of, we
twelve windows. These

-

Ive _institutio
each capable of accommodating one

struction in the higher departmerts o
ing. As they were not in session
no opportunity of more than an extey
amination but were highly gratifie
them as monuments of the enlig
liberality of that denomination,
Detached from the Seminary and wi
a fewyards of itis aneat structure of exqy.
site proportions with four columns, syg
ing a pediment the whole breadth
end. This we understood is Lindle
used for purposes of worship and for
livery of Lectures on which occasions
pils from both institutions attend to
Notwithstanding theve excellent es
ments have so prominent a position
village, the greater number of the people
are connected with the Baptist denomins.
tion. They have three or four large well
finished Meeting-houses each capable of
seating five or six hundred persons. The
labour devolving on the Rev. G, F. Miles
the pastor, is certainly more than should °
fall to the lot of iny one man, and if he
were not possessed of great physical strength
as well as of active, mental powers, and
unusually strong vocal organization, would
soon have the effect of exhausting his re.
sources of both mind and body.  Two
laborious ministers might well be occupied
in that locality. «

EASTERN NEW BRUNSWICK BAPTISY
ASSOCIATION. o

The Association met at two o'clock on
Saturday, tho 12th inst. Previois to the
commencement of business about two hours
were spent in conference with the church.
Short addresses of congratulation were made
by the Rev. Mr. Miles, Father Crandall and
several others of the more prominent minis-
ters and delegates. Much warm hearted
gepuine christian feeling was manifested.
The place was densely crowded. Fhe
practice of commencing the Assaciation by
a Conference mecting is peculiar to New
Brunswick. 'We think, howerer, the plan
has many advantages, if the bBusiness is
rightly managed and mot delayed so as to
crawd too much into the latter part of the
session. The Rev. W. A. Coleman was
chosen Modcrator, and business was com-
menced.

The letters from the ehurches were read |
by Rev. C, Tupper, Rev: I E:Bill, and
Rev. Dr, Cramp. They indicated aninter-
esfing state of activity and progress in the
denomination. Eight new churches were
received into the Association. Committecs
were  appointed to take into consideration
the various subjects of public interest. In-
vitations were sent to supply preaching at
the Methodist meeting-house, which with
| the stations.around were supplied with ser-
vice—some once, others twice, and others
three times, so that nearly twenty sermons - |
were preached in the neighbourhood by
Baptist Ministers besides several short ad-
| dresses ufter some of them. The Rev.
Samuel Bancroft preached on Saturday
evening. 'We had the -pleasure of hearing |
the Rev. D. Nutter on Lord’s-day morning,

Lo
*

be seen, and as no houses are"built along
the greater part of the way the-drive is
somewhat uninteresting. We were regaled,
however, at intervals with the delicious
scent of the full-blown clover blossoms
which ecovered the surface for miles.

SACKVILLE.

In due time we arrived at Sackville, New
Brunswick, for the purpose of attending the.
meetings of Eastern N. B, Baptist Associa-
tion. Our first impressions of the neigh-
bouring province were highly favourable,
with a brilliant warm summer day and after

district, we all at once came upon & large
number of handsome buildings having much
all exhibiting an air of freshness and, gom-
fort. Surmbunting the whole and perhaps
superior to any bLuildings in Nova Scotia

 College, are the Aéademy and Seminary

passing over & comparatively unmhabited |

variety in their arrangement but!

out of Halifax, with the exception of Acadia '

and intended to give some notice of his ser-
‘mon, but must defer doing so this week, in
' consequence of the crowded state of ow
columus.

On Monday morning Father Crandall
preached the Introduetory Sermon, and al
though now eighty-six years of age, he con:
tinued to bring forth the rich truths of the
everlasting gospel for upwards of an.hour,
«“in a clear conneeted mapmer. His voice ¥
still strong and foreible and he appears stil
capable of some years of ministerial labour-
We are prevented by want of spacefrom
' making use of our notes so as to give a
outline of his discourse, but shall embrace
the first ppportunity of doing sa.

The various subjects which usually oecw:
py the attention of our Associational meet: |
ings were brought before the assembl
Delégates in the reports from the seve
. committees.

4

» They were discussed in ‘a0 1
able manner by speeches from those present.

belonging to the Methodist body of the two
Provinces, from both of which they receive
an annual Legislative grant.

The Academy is really a highly respectas.
ble structurc standing en a sligh{ elevation
about 100 yards from the road, with a
portico supported by four massive columns.

*

Although much deference was shewn
'those who may be called the mbre 2
'ministers and brethren, yet there was ?

| sufficient number of the younger Elders o
~indicate that the Daptists 6f New Bruns-
t wick are exerting a powerful influence 07
society around them. bl .
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