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PRAYER.

There ie an eye that never sleeps -
Beneath the wing of night,

There is an ear that never shuts,
When sink the beams of light.

There is an arm that never tires,

" When human strength gives way ;
" There is a love that never faile,
When earthly loves decay.

=

That eye is fized on seraph throngs,
That ear 18 filled with angels’ songs ;
That arm upholds the worlde on high ;
T hat love is shown beyond the sky.

But there's a power which man can wield,
When mortal aid is vain ;

That eye, that arm, that love to reach,
That listening ear to gain. )

That power is"Prayer. which soars on high,
Aad feeds on bliss beyond the sky.

LIFE,

Like to the falling of a star,

Or as the flights of eagles are,

Or like the fresh spring’s gaudy hue,

Or silver drops of morning dew,

Or like a wind that chafes the flood, -
Or bubbles which on water stood—

E’en such is man, whose borrowed light
Is straight called in, and paid to-night,
The wind blews out; the bubble dies;
The spring entombed in autumn lies;
The dew dries up ; the star is shot ;

The flight is past——a man forgot. . .

 Bapfist \iﬁ}sjory.
_ ¥or the Chtisign Messenger.
A SERIES OF LETTERS A YOUNG
CHRISTIAN.
LETTER VI.

The Transition Period.
« [Continued]
My Younc FriEnp,

The period now under consideration was
marked by one *tramsition’’. which can
never be sufficiently deplored. Hiiherto,
christians had endured affliciions for the
Lord’s sake, and had willingly suffered the
loss of all things rather than remounce the
faith. 'But a change had taken j)luce, in-

volving a temptation which prove
etful for a

New Testament the

s, the exclusive authority

ages. Scripture was smothered by tradition

~The simplicity of apostolic form had given |
Place to complicated ceremonies. Expedi-
eéncy had supplanted right. The enguiry
L

 taher, how may influence, and power,

was not, What has Christ command
and

Haw, Puironage, and wealth be obiained

rﬂﬂng thai the people

| sects.

100 pow-
of them. When Constantine
the Great declared for Christianity he ex-
pecied tostand in the,same position towards
that religion as he had before occupied with
regard to paganism. The Emperors. were
the high priests of Paganism, and the civil
government had from time immmemorial di-
rected and controlled the religion of the
country. . Wag not the same policy to be
observed 7 ‘Had Constantine examined the
uestion would have
en soon answered. ‘But he was very im-
c:'rfectly acquainted with that book; and
ides of God's
word in manters of religion had been long
!‘:'ﬂl up. The profession of christianity in
" :‘0 limes was s very different thing from
~What it hgd been in the first, and present

May the gospel become popular? Such.
g the views cf'tho“lndon.‘ it is not sur-
_ rovelled in world-
\ness, or thmt rulers determined to use

used paganism. Coonstantine led the way,
and his successors naturally trod in his steps.
He began by enjoining external compliance
with christian institutions. The observance
of tlie Liord’s day“was enforced by imperial-
law. Intemperanoce in christian ¢ontrover-
sies followed, The bishops were 100 ready
to invoke the exercise of his authority, and.
theré was not religious intelligence enough
among the people 1o discern and resist the
usurpation. The Siate set up the. idol,
uniformity, and they bowed 'ddwn aud wor-.
shipped it.. The views entertained by the
majority were called * Catholic,” because
they were said to be held by all, and
“ Orthodox,” because they were assur-
ed to be right. 'Those who differed from
the majority were termed herctics. The
words “orthodoxy” and" ** heresy” were
not always employed, however, in"the same
acceptations. Aseach min deemed himself
right and his oppoz.ent wrong, every man
_was drthedsx in his own eyes ; and as suc-
cessive emperors putronized one or another
form of belief, he who ‘was orthodox in.
one reign was liable to be stigmatised as a
heretic in the next. Patronage, power,
and persecution are closely allied. “When
imperial intervention was called for; to settle
christian disputes or to suppress a rising
sect, there was no way of exercising it but
by means of penalties, for law must of ne-
cessity be powetless unless offences against
itare punished. Hence arose the monstrous
anomaly of christian persecution. If ortho-
doxy was in the ascendant, the catholic em-

fined the people for atiending Arian worship;
the same measure was meted out to other
If an Arian sat] on the throne, the
Catholics were subject to the same indigni-
vies. It was unchristian on both sides.
‘Pagans and Jews were hardened .in their
“unbelief. = When christianity ‘was forced
into an alliance with. the Siate, the form
(though even that was disguised,) remained,
but the spirit had departed.
Were | writing to you on ecclesiastical
history in general. I should emlarge here.
| I should expatiate on the sin of legislation
in the church, whose duty it is to obey
Christ’s laws; not 10 make new ones,—on
the pomp and pride of bishops,—the tyranny
of kings,—the arrogancy of councils,~and
especially on the evilse-which have resulted
from the worldly admixture connected with
the introduction of infant baptism. Perhaps

rate consideration some time hence. - But
just now 1 must confine myselfto the influ-
ence of the State on religion, and particu-
larly in relation to the subject before us.

The Emperor Justinian (who reigned
from A, D. 527 to A. D. 565) was a tho-
rough ‘despot. He would acknowledge no
will but his own. The rights of conscience

ed absolute mastery over his subjects, and
required them to renounce paganism and
embrace christianity, because he willed it,
without reference 1o other considerations.
A notable edict of his illustrutes these re-
marks. It enacted, “that soch parents as
'were yet unbaptized should present them-
gelves, with their wives and children, and
all that appertained 1o them, in the church;

cording to the canons,

Christianily as a’_;\gu-‘méhim,‘ as they had

judge, ;nd excluded from bearing any office
in the commonwealth,”—(Bingham’s An-
tiquities of the Church, Book xi, ch. 4.)

on two pillars—delusion and force :—de-
lasion inasmuch as the ceremony was sup-
posed to be invesied with regenerating and
saving power,—force as employed by the

\+-Unquestionably the progress of religion

peror pulled down Arian churches, and)

the last-mentioned item will receive sepa--

‘were altogether ignored by him. He claime,

and there ghey should cause their liitle ones
'immediately to be baptized, and the restas
goon as they were taught the scriplures ac-
But if any persons,
for the sake of a public office or dignity, or
lo-get an eslale, received afallacious bap-
2l tism themselves, but in the mean time left
their wives, or children, or servants, or
any that were retainers or near relations to
them, in their ancient error, their goods io
that case are ordered to be confiscated, and

Thas the fabric of infant baptism rested

State, in'the interest of the church. Itis
wrue, they called it an ‘‘,apostolic institu-
sion” ; but that was an afterthought. Ex-
orcism, unctiou, the sign of the cross, holy
water, infant communion, and many other
childishnesses, were alsocalled, ™ apostolic
institutions”—not at first, but long after they
were invented, to conceal their veal origin,
and prevent men from discovering their
trickery.

in the community which wag emphatically
designated *“the church” was altogethe
downward during the *transition period.”
It is an interesing inguiry. How fdr the
spirit of the gospel was preserved, and its
essential truths maintained by those whom
ecclesiastical historians have denominated
“ heretics,” and ‘“schismatics.” 1shall pur-
sue this enquiry in succeeding letters. In
order to find the true church we must look
out of the ** church’ commonly so called.
1 shall begin with the Noyatians and
Donatisis..  But as the enquiry will eccupy
considerable space, I shall close this letter
by adducing a [ew testimonies relative 10
the manner in.which the ordinance of bap-
yism was admivistered between the years
254 and 604. ;
With the sole exception of the clinics, al-
ready pd to, -baptism sull consisted in
the immersion of the candidate, who was
ordinarily divested of clothing. The same
method was adopted for children as for
adults. And the immersion was sill com-|
‘monly performed thrice. _
The following passages are taken from
Bingham’s “ Antiquities,” Book xi, ch. 11,
«.Cyril of Jerusalem” (died, A. D. 386)
“ makes i1 an emblem of the Holy Ghost’s
effusios upon the Aposiles; for as he that
goes down into the water and is baptized,
is surrounded on all sides by the waier, so
the apostles were baptized all over by the
Spirit ; the water surrounds the body ex-
ternally, but th® Spirit incomprehensibly
baptizes the interior soul.”
“ So St. Ambrose” (died A. D. 396)
« explains it. "Thou wast asked, Dost those
believe. 1n God the Father Almighty ? And
thou didst answer, | believe ; and then
thou wast immerged in water, that is, buri-
ed.’ - D
*St. Chrysosiom’ (died,: A. D, 407)
“ proves the resurrection from this practice ;
“for,’ says he, our being baptized and im-
| merged into the water, and our risigg again
out of it, is a symbol of our descending
into hell or the grave, and of our returning

from thence.'™

“ St, Jerome” (died A. D. 420) * makes
this eeremony to be a symbol of the Unity
as well as the Trinity. ‘For’, says he,
‘we are thrice dipped in the water, that the
mystery of the Trinity may appear to be

It

name, which is God.””

| this way of bapt
was both a symbol of the Hol

whose name we are bnptizec{: and a
type of the Lord’s burial, and of his resur-

we are buried with Christ by baptism, and
rise again with him by faith.”

“The trine immersion is an imitation of the

their persons punished by a- competent

remains entire, .

but one ; we are not buptized in the names
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but in one

# St. Augustine” (died A, D..430) “t1ells
us there was a twofold mystery signified in
baptizing: The trineimmersion-

Trinity, in
$0 A

rection on the third day from the dead. For

Leo the- Great (died A.D. 461) says,

of the water is an image of Christ rising
from the grave.” ‘ ‘

Gregory the Great (died, A.D. 604) wrote

thus to Leander, bishop of Seville';<** Con--
cerning the three immersions in bapiism,
you have judged very truly already, that
different rites and custums do not prejudice

the holy chufeh, whilst the unity of faith -
The reason why we use
three immersions at Rome is to signily the
mystery of Christ’s three days “burial, that
whilst an infant is thrice lifted up out the
water the resurrection on the third day may
be expressed thereby. But if any one
thinks this is rather done in regard to the
Holy Trinity, a single immersion in bap-
iism does no way prejudice that; for so
long as the unity of substance is preserved
in three persons, it is no harm whether a
child be baptized with one immersion or
three ; because three immersions may re-
present the Trinity of persons, and one im-
mersion the Unity of the Godhead.”

At first, bapusin was administered in
riverg, pools, baths, wherever a sufficient
quantity of water could be conveniently -ob-
ained. In the fourth century, baptisteries
began to be erected. These were large
buildings, contiguous to the churches. There
was usually but one in a ciiy, attached to
the bishopo’s or cathedral <hurch. - The
baptistery proper, or font, was inthe centre
of the building, and at the sides were nu-
merous apartments for the accommodation
of the candidates. Several of these baptis-
teries yet remain, and have been frequent!
described by travellers. The baptisteries
at Rome (in the church of 3t. Joho Later-
an), Raveona, Florence, Pisa, and Parina
may be particularly mentioned. The fonts
in these baptisteries are from three to four
feet deep, and of proportionate size. Of
course they were intended for immersion.
Yours very truly,

From my Study. Mznno.

.. August 2, 1856.

.

For the Chnistian Messenger.

AN APPEAL.

Beloved orethren in Christ Jesus, Our
dear Redeemer. | as one who feels an in-
terest in. his blood to save my unwerthy
soul, and feel also a desire that all may leel
thus as well as myself, would call on you
who have felt his love 1o fulfil his commands
by giving some of your gold and silver to
impart the word of his grace to those who
have it pot, you say you love Christ, then
show your love by your obedience to Him,
He has commanded you 10 feed.the poor,
therefore ' give your money to send -his
word to the poor heathen and them that
know not God. He has commanded you
to clothe the naked. - Who is so naked as
the poor sinner, or the heathen who has not
the righteousness of Jesus Christ ta cover
his. sinful soul from the wrath of Ged?
We know faith cometh by hearing and bear-
ing by the word of (!bd, so we ought to
strive lo give them the Word that they may
hear and have faith in it, and by faith may
be saved from the wrath to come; and
should it not save their souls it will raise
them to earthly happiness. But he who
i has put itin oar hearts to give it tothe
heathen sends it not to raise them to earthly
happiness, but heavenly, for he haasaid
¢ Jcame not to condemn  the world but 1o
save the world."”  Therefore as we

to be followers of him who went about do-
ing good, let us work while it is day for the
night cometh when no man can warz. Time
is short and opportunities for doing good
shall soon be taken {rom us, for death will
soon cut us off and all our earthly work
must cease. Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be ye sieadfast unmoveable always

three days burial ; and the rising again out

aboundiog in the work of the Lord for as




