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Sabbath School Scripture Lessons.

A nosBLEMAN made a magnificent supper
While the guests sat at the table, two masked
figures came into the hall. These figures were

MARCH 9th, 1856.

Subject. —CHRIST'S DOCTRINE CONCERNING

age. ‘One of them persenated a great gentle-
HIMSELY.

man, the other a great lady. The little gentle:
man wore a scarlet coat trimmed with gold
lace; bis curly wig was white with powder,
and in hig hand he carried an embroidered hat.

The little lady was clothed in a rich velvet
Subject—CHRIST CONTINUES TIS DISCOURSE cloak, spangled with silver. She wore upon
J "3 w t » ’ ‘ o 3
WITIL THE JEWS CONCERNING HiMSELF. |

' her head an elegant hat trimmed - with large

| feathers, and she carried a fan in her hand.
Both danced freely, and made very inge-

| nious movements, All the guests.agreed that

For Repeating. For Reading.
John v, 14-16. | John v. 17-31.

MARCH 16th, 1856.

For Repeating. For Reading.

John v. 24-27. - |  John v. 32-47,

A COLUMN FOR BOYS AKD GIRLS.
The Blessedness of the Righteous.

sat at the table, took up anapple fromthe plate

A eoop man tells, in a book that I have read, ' and threw it toward. the dancing pair. Sud-
how once he saw a little cheerful girl playing | denly the Jittle gentleman and lady rushed for

m a field among the flowers. She was all a-| the apple, pushed each other, and quarreled

lone, but she seemed to have no fear, as she sat| about it as if angry, tore ofl’ each other’s masks

. . | ® . .
and sung, and wove the buttercups and daisies | and headdresses, and—instead of a couple of
-into-ehains. —* Whose titile girlare you ?” said’!

agreeable children—they turned out to be two
the gentleman. Mother’s,” she answered, with  hateful monkeys!'

a happy leok. “And where do you live?”| The guess at -the table burstinto a loud

not larger than children of five or six vears of | a religions chardcter. What do'they miss, in

- the-agility of these prétty ¢hildren could not be |
sufficiently admired. Then an old officer, who

[Abridged from the Ezaminer.]
o  Withont a Religious Paper. =
That is the condition of many professedly

Christian families. They have secular papers,
political or agwicultural or literary, but noneé of

this way?

They are without ready information.as to the
progress of Christ’'s kingdom. Such _unin-
formed Christians must have very little interest
in what we are assured is near to the heart of
their Lord. . ‘

hen, too, they lose the benefit of the
| thoughts of some-of our best preachers and
writers. It is.a great mistake to imagine, that
| the religiou® paper utters only the opinions of
‘the editors. Men highly honored for learning
‘and power, wise and thoughtful men, give the
public some of their most valuable thoughts
through religieus journals. - And young, active
men, pastors and evangelists, who are in pear
' contact with the people, give the fruits of their

-experience. A vast deal of mental activity goes
to make up the columns of a good newspaper.
s contents for a year would make a good !
‘nmany volumes of common library dimensions.
And even in the matter of general news—is
there no choice between the view, of public af-

|
!

MARCH b5,

P iy

Cotirespondence.

.
NS NN INANTOS NSNS NS NINTS SN SN

PN A

For the Christian Meseenger,
LONDON CORRESPONDENCE.
Loxvox, Fee. 1, 18586,

DEATH OF THE REV. JOIN DBRANCH,
A

The Baptist Denomination has sustained ,
ss:ver@ loss, in the decease of'Rev. John Branch,
pastor of the Church assembling in Church St
Blackfriars, and connected with the London City
Mission since 1839, [at which time it had abont
50 missionaries; but now employs 220 devoted
men *“ going about doing good ” day by day,
among the Jowest neighbourhoods and most aban-
doned characters~—Ep.] For some time past Le
had suffered from asthma, and the attack which
caused his death was sudden, ‘staying his course
of usefulness in hLis 49th year.

Mr. Branch took an active part in those works
of the Mission which were connected with the
abolition of Fairlop Fair, the supplying London
with the Scriptures, the restoration of the Jews,
and efforts for the spiritual welfare of eab and
omnibus men. His congregations were overflow-
ing, especially in the evening, and by those
classes to whom his fervent, pi«:gﬂfﬁt ue, epi-

4 . . |
those are two beautiful words for a child—

1
{1
48

“‘learned to forget my former fear.”

1t 18 very certain

_At home, sir;” and again s ighitly MMAnnwmmwmmﬁy re-

Ah! thought the kind mnan, as he "walked on, g marked, ¥ Monkeys and fools may take eare to

dress themselves up grandly, yet their true
*“ mother,” and * home.” ButIkiow two words | character will very soon come to light.”—S. S.
sweeter still,and bhappy are they who ¢an use | Jidvocate. g
them as simply and joyfully as that little child 1 : - y :
just spoke of. These better words are, ¢ Father,” ‘““Home, Sweet Home."
" Yes, dea}r“children, tﬁes:e el «J Love winter nights,” said a happy-look-
twofgreat questions for”all Of,. A, ho§e ing lad. ¢ Father comes home early, z;ml he
child are you 7’ and, “ Where is your home ?” vnlwn_ys has something to read to us” Dame
Nature does not look so fovely in winter s in

. ool
There is_one auswer aud only one, which. if
. ive it, will make. you happy indeed. oy .y
you can gl‘ef", \ ) (Il Py « God | BUMIMer ; but it is the privilege of fathers and
" many of our readers can truly say 00 , ,
_”"“ n{:‘m_\ y : ‘l ) ll . (..‘.; mothers, hushands and wives, to plant their
3 my Father, and my home is heaven”: : , 3
i my Father, R Antieds abe homes with “evergreens of domestic peace,”
L Caring : . . | which shall flourish all the year round.
Curing Foolish Fears. a1 i

Tie mother of Mrs. Opie died when her e ( e
daughter was but fifteen—a critical age indeed N bC:CCTSO:;S‘
for a girl to be deprived of the guide of maiden-| - - A e
hood. Her character is best dvscribe.d by an Eighteen Hundred and Fifj-six.
im‘ident.:)l reﬁ'ru‘m'c whic'h Mra.. w().;u%':x’nakes ENTER, traveller, enter.
in her {ragment of autobiography, where she I have entered. -1 cannot get back. [ am in
ot a serious position. The year began this morn-
ing. Ever s‘nce, it has been rolling onward—
onward—onward. Iam going onward with
it.” 1 cannot stop.

A single minute ?

NSNS NS NSNS

*1 was naturally a fearful child; but I was
not allowed to remain so. Well do I remem-
ber the fears which fused to indalge, and prove
by tears and screams, whenever I saw the ob-
jects that ealled forth my alarm. Tlie Tirst
tarror was of black beetles, the second of frogs,

the third of skeletons, the fourth of a black

Not one moment. It is the old rapid move-
ment, without intermission. I cannot stop,

Where is eighteen, hundred and fifty-five ?
It has slipped away ; its_prorhises very partiaity
fulfilled; its duties very partially performed.
But it is gone, gone irrevocably. Many things
I meant to do during Ltswu'se which are not
yet (lonc;.,.;,bu‘t_ it is too late now.  Some things
i [ hoped to learn whieh I Ve not yet learned ;
(

| but'it has completely passed away. I have
appened, I wasto'd totake up a beetle and |

put it out of the way of beipg trodded upon, 1‘4
|

man, aud the fifth of madmen, My mother,
who wus as firm from principle as she was
gentle in disposition, made me take a beetle in
my hand and so convinee myself it would not
hurt mev As-her word was law 1 ¢beyed her,

but often with~a shrinking  frame, but the

poittt was carried ; and when, as it frequently
i
it bas done with me. Not quite so, either, for
there are responsibilities- remaining on me
which have not ceased, which ecannot cease,
vhich will remain for ever;

Eighteen hundred and fifiy-six [ have entered,
land I must go on. But where? How? In
‘what circumstances ? “‘haljihins shall I have

She pursucd the ecame course with a frog

and the skeleton. Doubtless Ler mother had

studied the child's character § but it is an ex-
ample to be by no means blindly followed, for

that the effect on some chil-

dréu would have been the increase ratfer than
f_‘;“‘_"“"'c_"’ these cinldish and ““"“"""‘””‘m'i“;ahztll I have to surmount? What arduous
”:iir .u all; the Tiest ciire Jor vain.fears isg'!“.m"‘s shall L-have fo parfornt P W inr-disap-
_ o s A ] .| bointments, vicissitudes, temptations.shall I
the true fear of God, which™is also the l’e'ha:x\'e to experience? My spirit trembles at
nothing else to fear, either 'in this world or in [ e ‘t.hou;;ht. *have cntcrcd,.an(} ghuseed s
" S 9 . K ‘ Eighteen hundred and fifty-six.  Who has
the workd to come. tentered with me ? Where are they now ?

ginmng of wWisdom. Those who fear Bim have

——

wl 2.a) 1 ) 1 |
. l.x"‘ wicked flee when no man pursueth, Where are my friends and companions? "Alas!
out thie !'.i’..‘gﬂ' Oil8 )w hLE'l as A ;;’/ll." AIUS'
; ! y -
Curions bwrm”" # | Is the Lord Jesus living? Yes, and reigning.
GRS SEAgTATLS | “ The same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.”
Tar-makine of apagrams lLas b

en the pas- [ The sanie as when  Paul said, “I can do all

ne o1 pot a few of the profoundest mnds, H.:n;:st!u'(m;:h

, Christ who strengtheneth me.”

o ke .one word,gid by transposinesal] the |1 he same as when John heard a great voice in
letters to bring out ene : or “:“); e complete | the islo of l’at{.n()s, R"-"i“g’ “1am A“”m and
S Omega, the first and the last, 1 am he that

ng no little ingen- liveth and wasdead ; and behold, I am alive
tor evermore.” To him then 1 turn; to” himn 1

will eleave, ju him 1 will trgst.  Be with me,
Lord Jesus, throughout eighteen Lundred and
HHifly-six.  Atthe end of the yvear Ishalli he
tearer 10 the state of abseuce from the body
and presqnee with the Lord, Perhaps in it;
but if' not, nearer to it.  Go on time.  { do not

words, is an_exercise equiri
wity. The following may serve as examples:
Astronomers—3Noon starers.
.l:x\\"\'vrs—-—r”p wares, b
Misaxlxtlxl‘()p;f~-."pzn't' Lim not,
Monarch—March on
Punishment,—Nine thuaps,
Penitensiary—~Nay b repent it.
Revolution—7To Jove ruin.

"Telegraphs—Great Liel ps.

Savieur, thow art my hope ; thou art my con-
fidence; but be with e, L ed Jesus, be with
e to tie end '—Erig. Bap, Mag.

done with cightccnys\;‘in.u_udre(l and fifty-five, and |

| to endare during its course ?  What difficulties !

Want to stop. All is well. FEver living!

“Tairs taken {rom a party platform by men heated
with passion, perbaps \anully destitute of re-
ligious principle, and that taken by men who
aim habitually to inquire coneerning 'passing
events, How does God regard these things ?
‘How shall we think of them when we look
| back from eternity? How Hanp_v'theiqﬂuence
(of such & paper in the family—-continually felt
Lin the habits of thiukiiig ang.}).iving,' which are |
formed or strengthiened by it. *In my little.
| church of seventy members,” saysa Wisconsin
pastoy, ‘““ thirty-two religious papers are taken,
'(exclusive of the' publications of benevolent
 societies. A religious paper is taken in every |
.;t‘.-nnily, and these papersf’in their silent way
care exerting a mighty influence. 1 can see the
| peculiar influence of these. papers on these
families respectively. They do mueh, and in
isnmc families more than the Bible, to mould

|and fashion and educate chureh members, and
|

, church. \
{  We can say to those who_are in the state
\indicated by the heud of this article, that every
| family will find a-well- conducted religious
| Journal, of some sort, among its most profitable
| reading 7 that every pastor will find it a valua-
' ble helper; and that an employver could not
ibetter serve his workmen; a landlord his ten- |
‘Iams, any benevolent man his poorer neighbors,

| than by helping them to enjoy this henefit.

i ——————

. . A Substantial Dream,

| “Friend Wesley,” said a Quaker to the Rev.
{Jolin Wesley, “1 have had a dream concerning
 thee. - 1 thought I saw thee surrounded with a
Harge flock of sheep, which thou didst not know
what to- do with. My first thought after )
awoke was, that it was thy flock at Neweastle,
and that thou hadst no house of worship for
‘them. I have inclosed a note for one hundred
pounds, which may help thee to build them a
| house.” Many ‘pmfo-ssing Christians have
gbcnutiful dreams about doing good, but those
 whio practically remember their dreams, and

jact as did the Quaker, are few. My brethren,
;lct us not end with dreaming, but, on the con-
|trary, let us be doers.of the work ; dream if
you like, but let your dreams come 16 some-
thing .substantial in the current coin of the
realm, or in deeds of devotedness: If at any
time y8u have a day-dream about contributing
itothevnuppurt of any Christian institution, or
needful object of charity, do it before you sleep,
if possible. When.the #pirit said to Philip,
“ Go near and join thyself to this charriot,” we
{read that “Philip, ran thither.” He did not
ronly “go” but “he ran,” and the conversion
| of the premier of Ethiopia was the result and
{ reward of his immediate and promptobedience,
My dear fellow-Cliristian, let us bé prompt,
' considerate, faithful, devoted stewards of “the
| grace of God.” Tave you talents, time, money,
| influence—let all be employed for Jesus, with
\all your heart. Seek earnestly to obtain a fresh
8'!0111(}% of the Holy One, that you may be
‘made to know all things, and be ¢ of quick
Eumlerstamling in’ the fear of the Lord” - «7

'will run the way of thy commandments when
thou shalt enlarge my heart.”— British Messen-
gﬂ'. y i g 3 . : »

P .

“John Branch” was a name revered in homes

where poverty and often crime were habitual

dwellers : Ragged Schools knew him well, and

their platforms knew no more suitable or success-

ful advocate. His speeches were dramas: the

matler of them was but one part ; his eyes, voice,

actions, all seconded the stream-of love that ever

welled from his heart. While the rich (especially -
the late Earl Ducie) knew and honoured him,~—

while his Church loved him—Ljs choicest shyine

was found in the breasts of those ¢ publicans and
sinners” whom, like his Master, he had especi-

ally ministered to; and many an outcast, many

a one tottering on the verge of crime, or ensnar-

ed in infidelity, bless his name as tlie instrument

of salvation, temporal and spiritual.

Mr. Branch abhorred cant, and was not afraid

to call things by their right name. -He made use |

of ‘everything. Tke writer of this notice was

¥ honou i im. :
| members of families who are_yet out of the | "oPoured with some intimacy with bim, and often

discovered in his addresses circumstances that
had ofcurred in intercourse wrought into the
thread of pulpit discourse in just the right place
and with the best moral. His addresses were of
life as it is, men as they are ; and these, contrast-
ed with the true standard, furnished a life-like
portrait. . Anecdotes, mottoes, scraps from living
celebrities, and departed worthies, (especially'
quaint George Herbert), engrossed audiences
whose mental constitution could not appreciate
scholastic argument, logical a¢umen, or. sub-
tleties of doctrine, although privately none re-
lished with a keener appetite the highest flights
of poetry or depths of reasoning.  Hischief know-
ledge was not of the inside of men’s books, but
the hidden recesses of mei’s hearts ; hig appeals;
not to their, studies, but to everyday life.
He was far from sceking popularity, he did,
however, gain popularity, but it was because
men found themselves reflected, in Lis images :
he *“held the mirror up to nature,” with all its
deformities, and when they were thus revealed,
told of the one only panacea, THE GOSPEL,—
John Branch! with an endless multitude of sa-
cred ones, thou art now sat down heford thy
Master’s face: with many who Lail thee as their
guide “thither, and’ others whose footsteps thou
followedst. There rest, thy labour over, the
crown on thy brow, the palm of victory in thy
band, and angel songs on thy lips. But may thy
mantle be cast on some Elisha yet here, that thy
work may prosper continuously in his hands !

SIR CHARLES NAPIER AND RAGGED SCHOOLS.

The annual meeting of Bermondsey Ragged
Schools was held on Jan, 21, and the chairman
was he who took St. Jean I’Acre—who trod the :
quarter.deck as Commander of Her Majesty’s
fleet in the Baltice=even Sir C. Napier, K.C.B.,
and ML P, for Southwark! The Report stated
that much good had been done in this, one of the
most destitute and degraded parts of London.
Shortly after the® opening of the Schools, the
number of applicants was so great _‘u' to render
removal to larger premises necesgary, and one of
the arches of ‘the Dover Rail way, was :set apart
for that PUTDOSe. ... .. .. s 5 :

I may here mention the good results .of the
establishment of .4 Shoe-black brigade by the
Ragged School Uwmion. The scholars -have a '
uniform, and brushes, &e., provided them. They

" -~
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ammalic appeals, were especially agrecable,—
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