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# more to dwell with Jesus ! .
More of his beaven!y mind ;
Maore light, mo a pedce, more joy, more bliss,
In his sweet life to find. ~

|
© mere to speak of Jesus' '

To tell of all his love 3
That fairest of unfading flowers,
Enkindled from above.

O more to ‘bide in Jesus!
The branch-breaks down alone *;
But, when it centres in the vine,
Its fruit sarrounds the throne.

O more to think of Jesus !

+  To glory in his cross; ’

" 1Po trast in him alone; and count '
All earthly leaven dress,

" O more to look for Josns™
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s

‘|2 more intensely satisfying consciousness of
' pardon and union with Christ, results were

| baptism was thus ‘invested with a kind of

“I'by prayer for the téaching and'aid of the’
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there were soine who came to, theé conclusion |
that what was connected with baptism - was
produced by it. If the convictions that led
the candidate to the baptismal water, and
impelled him to the act of dédication to the
Saviour’s service, were greatly strengthened |
at his baptism, so that he then experienced

b

confounded with causes, and the new be-
liever was taught to aseribe to baptism the
blessings which he had in fact enjoyed Ve-
fore, but which he realised more vividly
when he obeyed the Lord.

This step taken, the transition to yet more
perilous errors and évils was ‘easy. "When

supernatural power, ‘the outward act was
soon substituted for the spiritual qual‘;&,&tfi
tion. - Instead of ‘directing.inquirers to the
atonement, and encouraging them to seek

To id him quickly come,
Aund bear us op his bosom to
lis bright and beavenly home.
*John 3v. &,
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LINES
BY MRS. PENDEREL LLEWELYN.
“ Por they drank of that spiritual rock that followed
them ; and that Roeck was Christ.”
A Rock in solitary grandéur loured
Throughout the dese:t waste : alone it stood.
When smote by God’s command, a flood
Of gushing waters for his people poured,
To bless their parched lips, their thirst allay,
As onward wending o’er their pilgrith wav,

I'en w0 for us was Jesa smitten sore & g i

When on the painfu) cross his life he gave
And streams of merey from his goodne.s pour,

Thro’ the world’s wilderness to bless, and save.
In darkest hours the Rock of ages still
Pours forta a tide to cleanse from every ill.
fith clings to Christ, and seef™ln him the way
‘t'o win, and guide ue 1o eternal day,

Ch, of Eng. Mag.

Baptist History.
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For the Chnstian Messenger ~

A SERIES OF LETTERS TO A YOUNG
CHRISTIAN.
LETTER 111,
The Primitive Period.
[Continued]
My Youne Friexp,
[ showed you in my last letter that in the

Christian writings of the first two centuries
there have been found but two passages that
are cven supposed to refer to infant-baptism,
and that neither of thede passages contains

any allusion toit,

Weare now approaching the development
of those corrupting inflacnces which had
been at work from the apostolic age, silently
sapping the foundations of personal piety.
In adverting to the language employed by
Justin Martyr and Ireneus, I endeavoured

Holy Spirit, toe religious instructions of
' that age expatiated on the vast powers of
| baptism, Tertullian, for instance, a chris-
{ ttan writer whe flourishéd at the close of
| the second and the commeéncement of the
third century, *‘declares the following spi-
ritual blessings to be consequent upon bap-
tism :—remission from sins, deliverance from
death, regentration, and participation in the
Holy Spirit. * Hé calls it the ¢ sacrament of|
washing, " the ‘blessed saerament of water,”
the *laver of regeneratien.””” When such
|'opinions as these were entertainad, is it not

| with the sign of the cross was a superstition
 early practised among the Christians,

practices of the Gentiles.,”” The signing
They
crossed themselves perpetually. Whatever
they undertook or engaged in—when they
went out-—when they returned home—when
they dressed themselves;” or put. on their
shoes, or sat down to a meal, or wént to the
bath or to bed——the sign of the cross was
associated with everything. We need not
wonder that the heathen suspected it to
savour of magie..

T have mentioned these particulars for the
p}uposc of ;shewing that at the beginning
of the third gcentury religious declension
had considerably advanced. You will not
now be surprised at hearing that an attempt
was made to extend the administration of
baptism in an unwarraatable manner, It is
ﬁncd to by Tertullian in his Tract « De
Baptismo,” in terms of gtrong disapproval.
| Some persons had introduced children (not
iﬁ{wtts, you will observe,) to baptism, or
sdvocated thegadministration of the ordi-

were capable of instruction, and gave indi-
cations of personal piety; for he uniformly
taught that ‘‘ the benefit of baptism depend-
ed on the deliberate purpose of the bap-
tized.” = His reply to an objection of Celsus
expresses his views. ' That heathen writer,
having stated that * intelligent and respect-
able persons” were invited to initiation in
the heathen mysteries, proceeds thus :—
“ And"now let us hear what persons the
christians invite. Whoever, they say, is a
sinner, whoever is upintelligent, whoever is
a mere child, and, ‘in short, whoever is a
miscrable and contemptible creature, the
Kingdom of God shall receive him.”” _ Ori-
gen answers him in the following manner:
—*In reply to these accusations we say, it
is one thing. to invite those who are diseased
in the soul to a healing, and it is another
to ‘invite the healthy to a knowledge and
discernment of ‘things more divine. And
we, knowing the difference, first call-men
to be healed.. - We exhort sinners to comnte
to the instruction that teaches them nnt to

nance to them. Tertullian indignantly re-
proves the practice. ** Let them come,” he
says, “ When they are taught to whom they
may come; let.them become  Christians
when they are able to know Christ. Why
should this- innocent age hasten to the re-
mission of sins?) Now, is it not obvious
that Tertullian was entirely unacquainted
L with infant-baptism, and that this children’s
baptism, which then first began to be talked
of, was regarded by him as an unauthorised

%evident that the door was open to manifold
' abusgs, and that those who had so far de-
parted from shristian truth would be lik
enough to interfere with christian worship
and obedience ? '
Tertullian was a native of Carthage in
Africa, and spent most of his life in that
city, © It is supposed that he died about the
| vear 220. His tract ‘ De Baptismo'’ was
probably--written twenty years before his
death. 'From tkat tract and  from other
writings of his we learn-that at the begin-
ning of the third gentury there were some
strange additions to the ordinance of bap-
tism, The new convert was placed among
the catechumens, that he might be fully in-
strncted in the . faith. ' After a sufficient
probation he was admitted.to baptism. ' The

" | following account of the manner in whichy

it was administered is:taken from. the late
Bishop of Bristol’s ** Ecelesiastical History
of the second and third centuries, illustra-
ted from- the avritings of Tertullian™ :—

“ The candidate, -having been prepared
for its due reception by frequent prayers,

of the congregation ax*

the president, that he ™nounced the devil,

and tradition,

Linnovation?

fasts, and vigils, profésed, in the presence !

| his pomp, and angels, . He was then plunged.
into the water three times, in allusion to
the Three Persons of .the Holy Trinity,
making certain responses which, like the
other forms herc mentioned, were not pre-
scribed in Scripture, but rested on cubtem
He then tasted a mixture

to clear those authers: from the imputation
of unevangelieal sentiments, and to inter-
pret their expressions in'a sound and safe
Butééhough it may be possible to
tless, I fear that many of their
totemporaries were fairly open to the charge
A notion
d grown up, that baptism actpally accom-
: pl}shed what was ‘professcd in it. ;As the
muraculous , gifts of the spirit were often
bes}owed upon believers immediately after
their baptism, men began to'think that it
Wwas then first that the spirit wrought on the
%oul. And as the act of obedience to the

. ®aviour in the ordinance was commonly
Msogxated.mith’ spiritual enjoyments and
n}\‘amfestanous, and ‘happy converts, like
the eunuch, “ went. on their way rejoicing,"”

sinse,
aold them g

zf smlding unseriptural opinions.
3

the cross.

Josépb."

of milk and honey--was anointed with oil,
in allusion to the practice under the Mosaic
dispensation, of apeinting those who were
appointed to the priesthood, since all chris-
tiaus are in a certain sense supposed to be
priests—and wds signed with the sign of
Lastly followed the imposition
of hands, the origin of *which cexemony is
referred by our author to the benediction
pronounced - by, Jacob upon the sons of

Tie administration of baptism, you sge,
was encumbered. by ceremonies of merely
human invention; in fact, Tertullian com-
plains, in another work, that ** various forms
and observances had been introduced into
the  christian worship, of which some bore
Itoo close & resomblance to the oustoms and

The sign of the cross, the
iving of milk and honey, and similar cere-
enies, were comparatively small matters,
trifling ¢ircumstances ; they were uncalled-
for additions to the ordinance, and were so
far mischievous, but they did not change it.
It was still connected with knowledge, and
repentance, and faith, ¢ 'We arc not bap-
tized,” as Tertullian once said, **in order
that we may repent, but because we have
repented.” But the admission of children,
if they were not ald enough to repent and
believe, would change the ordinance. 1t
would ‘dissever it from thosc religious pre-
requisites with which it had been hitherto
uniformly associated. The Gentile or Jew-
ish rites which had been added to it tended

subjects of repentance and faith, would be,

institute altogether.
he remarked, in femporal matters ; surcly

So he argued.
| The case is quite clear.

robation.

he does not say a word sbout new-born in-
fants.”

Some writers have laboured bard to prove
that Origen referred to infant-baptism in
his writings, as a ther existing fact, and
that herassigned to it an apostolic original.

that age. He flourished from A. D. 203 to
A, D. 254, and attained high repute, both

Alexandria, and as an author. But his
references are to ehild-baptism, not to in-
fant-baptism, and the difference bctween
him and Tertullian is that the latter de-
cidedly objected to the pracsicg, while Origen
spoke of it with approbation. How far,
however, did. that approbation extend ?

to make it more imposing, and so attractoed
the notice of the weak-minded ; but to al-
low children to be baptized, who were not

in Tertullian’s opinion, to revolutionise the
We act more wisely,

we ought not to admit to baptism those
whom we consider unfit to manage temporal
under the hand of | affairs. 4
Children (not
infants, but probubly children from six to
ten years old) arc first mentioned in con-
nection with the ordinance at the beginning
of the third centary, and then with disap-
“ Tertullian's epposition,” the
learned Chevalier Bunsen remarks, *is to
the baptism of young, growing children;

Origen. was the most learned christian of

as a teacher in the catechetical school of

sin, and the unintelligent to come to that
which produces in them understanding; end
the little children to rise in' elevation of
thought to the man, and 'the miserable to
come to a more fortunate ssate, or { what is
more proper to say) a state of happiness.
But when those of the exhorted that make
progress show that they have been cleansed
by the word, and, as muchas possible, have
lived a better life, rHEN we invite them to
be initiated among us.” (Quoted from an
article by Dr. Ira Chase, in the Christian
Review, April, 1854.) ;
Such children.as Origen here deseribes
would bé ** imitiated,” that is, baptized, by
any of us Baptists in these days. If they
have been * cleansed by the word,” what
more can we require? Tertullian's objee-
tion seems to have arisen from the unduee
cagerness of some persons to hurry children
to the baptismal water before they could
fully understand and receive the truth. But
neither of these~fathers refers to infants:
'They asecribed influences to baptism which
are nowhere mentioned in the New Testa-
ment. They used language implying that
an outward ceremony produced an inward,
spiritual effect. They taught the necessity
of baptism in ofider to pardon and salvation.
Angd yet they also maintained the necessity
of repentance and faith; and therefore ther
demanded, that if young children were baj-
tized they should not be admitted to the
ordinance till they were *‘able to know
Christ,”” and were *‘cleansed by the word.”

1 said in my last that infant-baptism
would come in sight this time. The leagth
to which the present letter has extended
prevents we from satisfying your expoecta-
tion. I mustask you to wait a little longer

Yours truly,
My %o.

2

From wy Study.
JuuQ 7. 1856,

-~ T

For the Christian Meseenge

The Prayer Meeting.

The Pastor was absent, and there waua
only a prayer meeting'—no preaching—
only a meeting for christians to unite i
supplicating a Throne of Grace, to converac
with the Great Jehovah, to make known
our many waunts to our ‘Heavenly Father
to encourage each other by sympathy and
exhortation to press gnward ; and to prove
thus in our own souls’the truth of that sweet
promise, ** Where two or three are gatilcred
together in my name, there am I, &e.” Teo
bless us by filling our hearts with love to
God and to each other, and is there nothing
to ask? Are our hearts sutfeited with the
‘* Heavenly Manna."” Are none near and

Only to the baptism of such children, as

dear to us out of the “ Ark of Safety.” 1Is



