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“@o, work to-day in the Vineyard.”
Work ! ’tis"thy Saviour’s voice ;
& He ealls theemotd : - - s ;
This instant be His service thy. glad. choiee;
Go, christian, go.
Work, with the moon’s first ray ;
To duty haste: .
Reize hours and minutes ere,
No moment waste.

Work, while the day is thine ;
"Tis waning fast:
To-moyraw’s sun for thee.in vain may shine;
This day thy last !

wwWork, ere the sun .goeadown,g |

they fiee away ;.

+ TALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA,
Poeivy. |

g >r

eltars in the church have each of them some
we pause to admire some. exquisite repre-
sentation ‘of the Virgin Mary, and as we
contemplate a model of female gentleness,
beauty and purity, we cease to wonder why!
she receives so much admiration and wor-!
ship. In the paintings she takes the place
of the Saviour. He isulways the saffering
man, or the stern avenger ; but the Virgin,
with love in her countenance, is the gentle
mediator who intercedes with her sterner,
and more relentless son, We turn from
some beautiful picture of the Virgin to the
representation of ,.the,:éruc{ﬁxl"on of Christ.
Thick, black drops trickle down the pallid
| countenance, or fall frem the spikes which
are driven through his ;hands’ and feet.

WEDNESDAY,

. Skt ) |eur ﬂaduiit-y; sincé they are notohfg op-
splendid painting of saint or angel. How'|posed te the ordinary course of mature, but

PR -

to. the: manner in which, the, all-wise God
works. . The miracles of the Roman church
are impossibilities, because they are sense-
l:%and aimless.  The faith in g divine
révélation, and in a divine Rédeemer, woich:
Protéstants hold, is sturely vastly more
ratiopal than the faith demianded by a)
ehrureh which can produce o proof of her
antiquity, a faith in'purgatery, transubstan-
tiation, or the immaculate tion, doc-
trines of which the Bible® speaks-only te
eondemn, faith in crosses and pictures, faith
in old slabs and- disgusting - relics of dead

ATixe Roman Catholic church does demafnd

DECEMBER 24, 1856
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boasted of ne temple like this; he would
go to the vases of holy water and perform
lustrations just” as of old ;. ke would look
upon the idols which surround’ the walls'of
this temple, and think every thing was jugt
as it ought to be. ~The glittering mosaicy,
and the brilliant paintings e would think
were additional attractions to the holy
place. The statuc of Péter near the centye
of the building he would recognize, as’an
oldstatue of Jupiter. ' He would fancy that
Peter was the modern name’ of Jupiter,
and that the apostolic keys were am ifir-
provement on thé ancient thiinderbolfs.
Mary, of course, would be the modern
name for Juno.

As he contemplated the paintings of the

And night comes on: £
The evenin sbz:go ws gather fast, and:soon
Yy day is gone, :

" Work, for Eternity,
Lost souls to save ;
Wérn them from hell ! to Jesus bid them flee !
Cense not till death—then swe?tt‘thy rest shall be
Beyond the grave, |+

Fistory 100 Topography.

AN

| Kor the Christian Meseevger.
Hecolleotions ‘of Rome.
o T R0 87 |
BOMAN CATHOLICISM.

Ix Rome we can most clearly perceive

"The whole body seems to quiver with ageny,
and the brow, exhibits
be spoken,

tation of sp.mueh woe- i

survey . .
edifice,—the gold, and silver, and marbles,
or works of art more preci con
poses ' himself to attend to the sérvice. of
the place. " Before the high altar, whith
gleams ' with gold and: gems, the priest
stands, arrayed in- gorgeous apparel.  He
waves a golden censer, and sends,upwards
a thick cloud of incense, filling. the house
with its fragrance.
on their knees, silent and solemn, paying
their devotions to their gods.

anguish that camnot
We shudder at the represen-

When the spectator has completed his
of the ornaments of the splendid

s still, he com-

The worshippers are

Then, perhaps, a change takes place in

who would

tures.

Falleguami

the Evangelist Luke.
bencath the church of St. Giusep

a most extraordinary amount of faith in all

be justified by her. In the

athedral of St. Peter’s, is the chair on
which ‘St. Peter himgelf sat; there is the
very towel with which 8t. Petronica wiped
the sweat from the brow of* Jesus, as he
was toiling to Calvary with his cross, and
still the towel bears the impress of his fea-
Near the cathedral of 8t. John
Lateran are the Santa Seala which Jesus
trod when cescending from the Judgment

seat of Pilate. In the chapel to which these
steps lead, there is a portrait of Christ by

In the 'dungeons
pe de
the fountain still flows which

gushed from the earth for the baptism of the
jailors of St. Peter.
Coeli, we are shewn a little wooden image of

In the church of Ara

Virgin he would admire her' more then
formerly, and wonder how she became so
gentle and sorrowfal. The sacrifice of the
mass he would also admire, and deem it a
great impreversent ‘on the old systenr of
slaying the dumb animal at the altar. He
would also be pleased to see the Pontifex
Maximus, living so regally, and exerting
so much power. After his examinations of
Roman Catholicism in Rome, ke would say,
well, how ' little ‘the ‘world ‘has -changed.
During the last two thousand years, the
old temple and palaces have, of course,
mounldered to the ground, this city has los
much ofits aneient magnificence, but still thé™
good old religion remains, unchanged, im-
proved considerably, but in its essemee and
spirit the same. Truly, there is nothing
new under the sun.

» the vast: difference between Protestantism
and Catholicism. = Genuine Protestantism
aims to affect the heart through the mind,
and to reform the life by the presentation

The religion of the

Reformatios “Makes no boast of .splendid

of Christian truth.

edifices ; ‘she me‘l no efforts to excite the
. imaginationior the sensibilities ; she ex-

hibits but little art in hier mode of worship.’
Protestantism possesses few charms for the
carnal heart~but to the spiritual worshipper
fhe unveils a temple more gorgeous than
human skill ever exected, or earthly wealth
ever adorned ; to him she exhibits a *‘ great
doud of witnesses” more glorious even
than these saints and angels whom the
genius of Raphael has delineated ; to him
she sings ‘“a new song,” softer than the

Miserere, grander than the Te Deum.

Roman Catholicism, on the contrary, seeks
to influence, directly, the imagination and
the sendibilities. ' Her aim is not to instruct
the mind and, through it, to influence the
heart and the life, but, by gorgevus temples,

beautiful paintings, imposing rites, and de

- lightful musie; to fas¢inate the devotee, teo
This religion
apens up no spiritual temple, but, to make
amends, she can show solid: earthly struc- |
She
offers a most excellent mode of worship to
the lovers of the beautiful, a capital theolo-
gy for those whe cannot or-will not think,
ad a very delightful and expeditious road
' 1o heaven, for those who are disinclined to

awaken religions sentiment.

tures ‘of unequalled maguificence.

the straight gate and the narrow way.

Viewed outwardly, the Gatholic religion
M Rome is very: beautiful. " The churches

& Yery numerous, -all.are interesting, un-
told wealth and unrivalled skill have been
*Xpended in their ereetion and completion,
%ad some of them in their proportions, ma-
terials and ornamerts are perfectly magnifi-

dant,

The: Roman church is not a mecting-
phatically, a place of wor-
supposed to be specially
Present, and if he be influenced in his

oice of a dwelling by outward splendor,
“extainly no place is more snitable than this.

£re, 100, the sacrifice of the, so-called,
dy #nd blood of Christ, is offered up.
154 place for emotion, not for thought;
of objects fitted
the sensibilities, but not for mere

use; jt is, em
ship.  Here God is

This
Aplace for the exkibition:
 wir the exkibition
Wtruction,

.,»»-,;‘\.’-vd--.i.).;n-.’ g - . M S .

at the

~On entering one of thepe temples, we are
L, lavish expenditure of

the services. The deep tones of the organ
break through the silence, a hymn' of praise
bursts forth from the crowd of worshippers.
Now the music is as soft and as sweet as
the notes of' the flate; and now in tones of
thunder it fills with awe the breasts of ‘all.
“Then the eye with a fine frenzy rolling

carth to heaven.” .
But while so much art, and genius, and
wealth have been lavished to make religion
beautiful, but little exertion has been put
forth to make mens’ hearts purer of their
lives more holy, The priests and monks
who swarm in Rome do not improve their
fellow-citizens, either by precept or exam-
ple. The priests act well in the imposing
ceremonies of the church, and the monks
say mass very well, considering that three-
fourths of them do not know the meaning
of a word of their lesson. They hear con-
fession, and make excellént spies, but be-
yoend this their duties do not extend,
Few of these numerous priests are in-
structors, few of these numerous churches
contain a pulpit. Op Sunday afterngons
a monk preaches to a small congregation
in the area of thé Coliseum. Inthe church
of St. Andrew dell Valle there'is occasion-
ally a sermon given in English. 'In Eng-
land the priests are preachers also. . In
France and Germany there is an acknow-
ledgement by the priests that men. have
minds, but the very existence of such a
thing as intellect secems to be ignored in
Rome. o

The Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic church
does' not like the doctrine of justification
by faith. But while she denies the impor-
tance of that trust in the merits of Christ,
which the Bible enjoins, she claims for her
own teachings a most implicit faith. She
does not require men * to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ,”” but she does enjoin
them, at the peril of their souls, to believe
-in the infallibility of Roman Popes, in the
piety of Roman priests and caidinals, in
the truthfulness of the romantic legends
which have been handed down. This re-
quirves a wvast exercise of faith from any
.man, but in none 8o much as from the na-
tive of Rome. ~

The churech frowns

proves of the Bible
to

doth: glunce from heaven to earth, from}.

upon the Bible, and
sexerely punishes the man who would, with

aith, receive the gracious words which fell
“{{xom the lips of Jesus. or the soul-stirring
logic “and . rhetoric of Paul. She disap-
| 3 le because it is so bard
5 be utiderstovd. " Yet, while she opposes|

v and . gonius, . mgm: fairly

¢ | self anhounces mystérics and doctrines more
igs, | difficult to reeeive than the most profound
| revelations of the Scriptures. . + '

& faith' in the veyy words of God, she her-

|- The miracles of which sho boasts stagger

the infant Jesus,—the work of an angel.
In the church of Domine guo Vadis, out-|
side the city wall, there ds a' marble slab,
which bears the impress 8f the Savieur’s
k- These are a-few of the many objects
. require of the Roman Cathelic, a
ttuly childjlike. g T

just not, however, allow our wonder
it ngular dislike which popery exhib-
its to a reasonable faith, and our passionate
exhortations to a faith which is blind and
genseless, to urge us into dny feelings of
bigotry. Upon the whole ywe must confess
that, viewed from the outside, popery is
very beautiful. Her churches are magnifi-
cent, her services solemn and imposing, ker
music delightfal. Her monks and priests
are fed and clothed in a manner which does
credit to her house-keeping and wardrobe.
In conelusion we are brought to the can-
did coaviction that, with the exception of
Christianity, Roman Catholicism is the most
intezesting and useful religion in the world.
Compared with her, Puseyism seems like
the ass of the fable, trotting about with
the lion's skin, and with the utmost com-
placency imagining that its brayings are
really like the deep-mouthed roar of the
| forest king.  No, my dear Puseyite friend,
you .must praetice”intonation, and bob up
and down, and turn hither and thither, for
some time longer before you can hope to
rival the Catholic priest.. You may preach
about the church, and holy week, and the
altar, .and doing duty, and the baptismal
waters for some time longer before you will
be sny thing else buta jack ass. You
never can learn to roar, or lash your tail,
or frighten dissenters so long as you are
the nominal member of a protestant church.
The full blown Roman Catholic may excite
a little nervous shuddering, but the Pusey-
ite can only create a grin, such as one makes
when he sees a monkey trying to imitate a
man, y '

Roman Catholicism is, as we have said,
& very magnificent religion—a great im-
rovement on the religion of ancient Rome,
Ve might fancy a Roman of the olden pa-
gan times, arising from the dead. If a
man of taste and intelligence, he would be
struck with the improvements which bad
taken place during the last two thousand
years. Some igstitutions he would recog-
pize., The C,;\rnivul would seema very like
the old Saturpalia; here and there he
would see in the modern chuxches, stafues
of ‘Apollo :orgqrcu;ry, before whom he had
once bowed, the names only changed.” "The
Pantheon would seem to have undergone
nachange, the very niches in its walls being
i odd with: gods and godesses. He

0

| Bro. Burpe left the Prqvinces?

t'or the Christian Messenger.

Australian Mission.
Mxz. EpiTOR,

As the Australian Mission is now being
discussed in the C. M. and C. V,, I'claim
the privilege of presenting my thoughts
n.this important guestion. Trug, when
* Vin Aigre” appeared I felt something like
regret steal over my mind, and. had I not
descerned unmistakable evidences of the
author’s genius so as to put it down as my
opinion, the production of Bre. D. M., I
would have said that Viregar would have
been an appropriate signature to sueh a
communication. b

As 1 was not at the Convention I have
no personal knowledge of what passed there :
but it appears to me not to be the better
way of recording our dissent from an action
of any meeting, small or large majority, by
holding up their enterprize to a kind of
modest ridicule (which seemed to be the
object of the Vinegar produetion,) in order
to make it unpopular.

It seems to me a strange matter, that this
mission should be. oppesed as it is in some
quarters, - But let us look at the matter
calmly, and not allow ourselves to get into
a contentious mood.

Let us in the first place look at the ob-
jection growing out of the scarcity of minis-
ters in the Provinces, T admit that we need
some 50 or 60 more ministers in the home
field ; but is that an axgument agaiirst going
abroad? Was this argument used by Bro.
D. or others when Arthur Crawley was
about going in the foreign field? or when
Yet minis-
ters yvere as.scarce them as mow. Could
not the same argument have been urged
against Cary going to the east? against
Marshman, Judson, and others ? Those
men could have feund plenty to do at home.
No doubt they could ‘have beer useful as
home missionaries or as pastors, but still
they went. They felt *‘'Woe is me if I
preach not Christ to the heathen.” They
were * pressed in spirit,” felt constrained
to go to the * regions beyond.” Then why
should this scarcity of ministsrs at home
now be so vehemently uyrged cgpgainst an
Australian Mission ? " Burely brethren the
above is fair argument, and places the pres-
ent enterprize as clear of home ties as the
forgign mussion. . ' ' 0

Then our bLretliren seem to 8ay in the
second place, that the Australiahi Mission
will divert the forth-coming funds from the
Foreign Mission, which is & seérious con-
sideration. In reply we say we have ne
Foreign Mission, aud our funds colleoted

would enter St. Peter's with delight, and

' eandidly acknowledge that ancient Rome

for that g:rpma ‘have been, 'and ‘are stili
likely to be, banded over to other Hoaeds

.




