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For the Christian Messengen 

Mission to Pictou County. 

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM REV. JAMES STEVENS, 

To the Secretary of the Nova Scotia Home 

Missionary Board. 
a 

Dear BROTHER, i 

in “For the Christian Mossenger. 

Zion lengthening her Cords and 
strengthening her Stakes. 

NEW MEETING-HOUSE., 

The Rev. Charles Randall writes :— 

« may just say that we opened our new 

Meeting-house, near Weymouth, for divine wor- 

ship, on Sabbath, the 1st instant. We had no 

ministerial assistance, and so had to do the best 

we could ourselves. Itd dimensions are: 40 

I loft home on the 26th of August, spent the 
preg 1 : feet long by 35 feet wide, with gallery across 

following Sabbath in South Rawdon, preached 

three times in that community, attended a tem- 

perance meeting, and took a collection for the 

{Tome Mission, amounting to 17s. 84.7 Preach-{ 
ed once in Upper Rawdon, and from thence pro- 

ecoded to Onslow, preached three times there 

and proceeded to New Annan, where I preach- 

ed once and passed on to River John, here I 

spent. two Sabbaths, preached twice each Sab- 

bath and several times during the week, Inext 

ona cnd, the whole is snugly finished with pews 

m the organization of the Church, which took 

place on the 24th ult., but none came in time 

to render any assistance, so that all the labor 

fell upon me, which I performed to the best of 

the people generally ; and I believe it has caused 

some to embrace those views which we hold, and 

which are founded upon truth. ) 
After the Church was organized brethren’ 

Miles and McKeen came and preached, which 
made a deep impression upon the people. God 

grant that it may be lasting ! 

Brother Parker is still with me, and affords 

without doors, and furnished with stoves, lamps, 
valuable assistance. We are now on our way 

books, &e.—The whole costing about £300. 

On the day following—Monday the 2nd—the 

pews wore sold, for an amount that about 

covered the expenses of building, so that our 

house will be free of debt. We now need a re- 

us. For ibis, oe brother, pray, and not only 

that we may be révived, but that all our churches 

visited the town of Pictou, preached once in 

town, and pasied on to Merrigomish, where I 

spent three Sabbaths. The Saturday previous 

to leaving there I collected the Baptist friends 

in conforence, when they entered into engage- 

ments to hold a conference meeting monthly, 

__from_that time forward. The day following I 
administered the Lord’s Supper to the Church, 

returned to Pictou, preached in town, attend- 

od an evening prayer-meeting with the brethren, 

and returned to River John, Sincel commenc- 

"od labouring in this county, I have explored the 

field from this settlement to Barney's River, a 

distance of about fifty miles, and have endea- 

voured thus far to preach the Gospel of Christ 

faithfully, and affectionately, in the respective 

places which 1 have visited. Although I have 

"not yet observed anything specidl as the result 

of my labour, yet T would humbly trust that 

may be blessed with the out-pouring of the 

Spirit of the Lord.” ; 
a 

«“OnservER’’ writes from CORNWALLIS i= 

vival of ¢ pure and undefiled religion’ amongst 

to Apple River, hoping that God will bless our 

labers there alsa, Pray for us brethren. O for 

more of that blessed Spirit that was in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. hb 

Yours, in Christian affection, 

Tuomas KixLor. 

Advocate Harbour, Oct. 2nd, 1857. 

For the Christian Messenger, Jj 

Death's Selections among my Neighbours. 

Thirteen years have passed away this day, 

since the writer of this sketoh became a resident 

¢ The Baptist Meeting-house in Pereaux, 

Cornwallis, which was erected some ten years 

since, at n cost of £175, had remained in an 

a considerable number of the wealthier inhabi- 
unfinished state until the present Summer, when | 

in this neighbourhood, and during that brief 

period how many millions of the human race 

have paid the penalty due on account of sin— 

have closed their eyes in death and their destiny 

has become fixed for ever. But death has not’ 

tants chose a Building Committee, and under- 

took to hear tie expense of finishing and fur- 

nishing the building, upon the conditions that 

the pews should be sold at public auction, and 

that from the proceeds of the sale they should 

receive remuneration. Upon these terms the 

house was immediately finished, at a cost of 

about £275. The pews were all sold on Satur- 

day, 7th November, and the Committee realized 

confined his operations to other lands, or other 

localities, but has been busy in this neighbour- 

hood selecting his victims, We have seen those 

whose heads had been whitene@t by the storms 

my ability, and, I believe, to the satisfaction of |. 

PEEU——————————— LL 
tenia 
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Religions  fnfedligence. 

The Future of India. 

When we are told that due regard must be 

had to the * religious prejudices ’* of the Indian 

peoples, we are persuaded that other guestions 

will come up too, such as, what is religion? 

and what is to be included in the catalogue of 

religious prejudices? We are certain that much 

confusion of thought exists on this subject, even 

in this country. Yor two thousand years it was 

a ¢¢ religious prejudice’’ in India to burn living 
widows on the funereal pile of their dead hus- 

bands ; and once a year to strangle and drown 

infants at the Isle of Saugor. It is within the 

memory of most now living that the idea of 

tregting these doings as ‘religious prejudices’ 

was abandoned, and they were condemned as 

acts of murder. And we must deal with many 

more *‘religious prejudices’’ in the same fashion ; 
and by force of law raze those temples to the 
ground whose walls ave eovered with filthy and 

obscene Jota, and whose festivals arg one 

continued scene of loathsome profligacy and 
vice. It will be one happy result of this great 

calamity, that not only in India, but here at 

home, some clearer light will be thrown on this 

uestion of *¢ religious prejudices;” and much 
foolish sentimentalism, which has had a wide 

and dangerous influence, swept away! 
The conviction that Divine Providence has 

suffered India to fall into British hands with 
the ultimate view of bringing it under the sway 
of Christianity, is taking root in the public 

ous subject, is freely confessed, and we doubt 

not, truly fe}t. The Government has been eon- 

ducted, for the most part, ina & 
commercial, as if its sole end were the amassing 
of wealth. The higher end has been lost sight 

of seventy or eighty winters, sicken and die, 

who have given evidence by their lives, of the 

realities of that religion which they have pro- 
fessed. Again we have seen others—heads of 

some effect may have been produced, that will 

eventually become manifest, to the praise and | 

glory of God. In this county there are only 

about 45 professed Baptists, whose principles 

and practice are in accordance with those of the 

Churches comprising the Nova Scotia Baptist 

"Associations. In every part of the county which 

I have visited, I have endeavoured to enlist the 

sympathies of tho: people in the Missionary 

cause, and, in this have met with considerable 

encouragement. An Auxiliary Society is being 

(ormed in this county, the fands of which will 

be committed to the direction of the Nova Scotia 

Baptist Home Missionary Board. 

Although a considerable amount of mission- 

ary labour has been performed in this county, 

within the last few years, but little now ap- 

pears as the fruit of all the effort that has been 

made. The fact so often brought before the 

from the sales £550, equal to £100 above the 

whole cost of the house. 

¢ On Sunday, Nov'r. 22nd, the house was 

opened to the public. Rev. Robert Morton, the 

pastor, chose for his text, Psalm exxii, 7.— 

« Peace be within thy walls and prosperity with- 

families—beloved and respected by all around. 

A few months pass away and-how changed is 

the scene, death has been -comimissioned to 

enter their dwelling. In some instances the 

husband has been called ; in others the wife, 

and again both have been taken and the chil- 

dren left. Atsuch times and on such oceasions, 

in thy palaces.” ‘The almost impassible state of 

the roads prevented many from attending who 

would otherwise have been present, 

¢ This house has been erected by united 

contribution, and reflects great credit upon the 

inhabitants of Pereaux and vicinity, ~ This 

house eontains 38 pews cn the ground floor, and 

is capable of seating comfortably 220 persons, 

while the gallery wil seat 120 more ; but with 

judicious management the house will contain 

and seat about 500 persons, It is heated at 

present with one stove, but the people are about 

to avail themselves of the cenveniences of a hot- 

denomination, that the mere flying visits 

of ‘missionaries in the eastern part of our pro- 

vince can effect but little, is particularly ap- 

plicable to this county. Permanency is the 

only plan that will succeed here. 

It is quite evident that the first step to- 

wards carrying out a plan of successful mission- 

ary labour in this county, is the erection of a 

Baptist meeting-house in the town of Pictou, 

‘Phis could be easily accomplished if the Bap
- 

tist Churches in tlie province would afford a rea- 

sonafife portion of uid towards iis object. 2s 
being accomplished, and a suitable Missionary 

Board in town—a good congregation would 

soon be gathered, and the mission wholly sus- 

air furnace.” 
c——————————————————— a ——————————————————————— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Revival in Parrsboro’. 

[We regret that the following communication 

has been overlooked for two or<three weeks, — 

Ep, C. M.} ' 

Mg. EviTor, 

Dear Sir, ~Believing ghat it ever affords the 

readers of your valuable paper pleasure to hear 

of the cause of God advancing, I send you a few 

| ones to infeem you: ubous- this terest ag He 47 

As soon as I returned from the Association I 

had the pleasure of baptising one convert in 

this place, and a few weeks after another in 

tain. itself in the county. 

It would he useless to attempt the vstablish- 

ment of a Mission here, or any other place, 

where the missionary would have to depend 

upon the generosity of other denominations 

for [their meeting-house to preach in, or to re- 

sort’ to a Town-Hall, or some private room as 

has froquently been the case. The kindness 

of Christian friends in the several places where 

I have laboured sitice 1 came to the county, has 

contributed to my comfort, and in some instan- 

cos encouraged my heart, in this region of spiri- 

tual darkness and dull formality, . 1 

Intemperance is still spreading its destructive 

influence in this county, and bat little effort is 

mado to arrest its progress. Professors of re- 

ligion who make no effort to stay this fearful 

plague, will bo found guilty when inquisition 

shall be made for blood, How can they excuse 

themselves? Oné poor fellow, in a state of in- 

temperance, fell across the railway, at New 

Glasgow, the other day, and was crushed to 

death by the train in a moment, another stab- 

bed to death on board a vessel in the harbor of 

Pictou, by a man in a state of intoxication, and 

another in town lately died with the horrors, 

brought on by strong drink. O when will the 

people awake to righteousness, 
Yours truly, 

eo
 

Diligent River, which called out a great con- 

gregation, t6 whom I endeavoured to speak on 

the all-important subject of religion. There 

was no Baptist Church there at that time, and 

our prospects appeared small. 

About five weeks ago brother Alfred Parker 

and myself agreed to hold a series of meotings 

ab Diligent River, but not having a house at 

our command we had to depend upon others, 

The Lord opened the heart of Mr. J. Cannon, 

and he allowed his new house to be used for this 

purpose, which was very suitable, both for size 

and situation. 28 5 

We labored together for some time ,—brethren 

of different denominations, especially the Meth- 

odist, afforded us assistance, The meetings were 

very solemn—sinners were weeping, and asking 

what they must do to be saved. We continued 

the meetings about five weeks, and there were 

very few families who were not interested about 

the salvation of their souls. 
I have baptized in all twenty-three, and there 

are many whom we hope are converted to God, 

that have not gone forward in that ordinance, 
Deep solemnity appears resting upoh the region 

round about, and we look for great things. 
We anticipate holding a series of meetings at 

of the month, and would kindly invite our 
ministering brethren fo assist, AR fies 0 | J. STEVENS, 

[wrote to several ministers to come and assist 

i 

J ter of seventeen summers, after experiencing 

if -our hopes are bounded by the narrow scenes 

of time, how dark and mysterious do such dis- 

pensations appeur to the survivors. We can- 

not trace the footprints of Jehovah's love: We 

are led to exclaim with one of old, ** All these 

things are against me.” But the light of re- 

velation lights up the darkness, Wo trust 

numbers of those to whom we refer still live 

in that better land, safe from the storms of life. 

Did your limits permit we might speak of 

the numbers of youth and children carried to 

the silent tomb, but we will only further refer 

to the family of Captain Spence. Mr. Spence 

was a os but while iit at - 

during the winter of 1848, a pitch-fork ac- 

cidentaly penetrated his thigh, which after 

months of suffering, was the means of his 

death. The husband is removed, but four 

blooming children yet remain dependant on the 

widow, Six years revolve and we are again 

called to sympathise with her in the death of 

Sarah, the eldest, in her 21st year. Sixteen 

months are numbered with the past, and dis- 

ease again enters that dwelling; John. the 

eldest son is now the. victim, and after five 

of and forgotten, and the House of Commons, 

and the BE pope have, by their indiffer- 

ence, sanction is neglect. It would seem 

that some such a calamity as this mutiny, with 

all its horrors, was needed to rouse the nation 
from its criminal apathy. 

Unquestionably the fotos policy of the In- 
dian Government should be tolerant of the re- 

mind ; and our-neglect of duty, on this moment- 

rit purely 

>
 

4 

ligious rites of the. people, provided they are 

not openly gross and Shae ahh rites are, 

however, public nuisances, and ‘must be sup- 

pressed. But this policy should be based on 
the morality and justice of Christianity, and 

have for its object the social progress and eivi- 
lisation of the people, “While, on the one hand 

all unnecessary interference with the religious 
practices of 4 A people should be studiously 
avoided, on the other, there must be no hesita- 

tion to interfere where the welfare of the people, 
good government, and public peace require 

such interference. The great principle of the 

Christian faith should be the basis of the poli- 

tical system—the laws should be framed in ac- 
cordance with their gpirit—and they should be 
tiie standard of right and wrong. The men in- 

to whose hands the administration of public 
affairs in India is placed, should regulate and 
guide it by the motives which these principles 

| supply. toteg their own proper work, dispens- 
ing justice, and protecting the community, and 
leaving all spiritual agency to the care of spiri- 
tually-minded men, they ought not to be de- 
terred from doing justiee by any ‘religious 
Pretion whatever, All tyranny, gw 

and immorality, should be punished as such. 
They may spring from passion or from creeds. 

No matter, Deal with them as criminal acts. 
Persecution must not be permitted, nor aband- 
onment of duty winked at, though the autho- 
rity of the Koran, or the Vedas, be pleaded in 
justification thereof, Let no man suffer in life, 
property, or freedom, beeause of his religion ; 

still less should a native suffer if he becomes a 
Christian, Caste must no longer be allowed as 

| ~202ths of languishing i>curried 42 FR grave 

in his 19th year. Time speedson, Wave fol- 

lows wave in quick succession, and in October 

of the present year, Catherine, another daugh- 

the value of religion to support the christian 

during scenes of protracted suffering—she too 

has passed away to meet her beloved relatives 

an excuse for not doing what the publie service 
roquires. Let this be known as a condition of 

| eéapdoyment. oo native eax. piand-that he ir 

hand. In this way you neither prohibit nor 
sanction it. Some cruel rites have been put 
down. Do the same with those that remain of 
brutality, obscenity, immolation, torture, mur- 

they tell you they gre sacred things, and are a 
part and parcel of theirreligion. This is but 

bofore the throne of God. 

If life be not in length of days 
In silken locks and furrowed brow 

But living to the Baviour’s praise, 
How few have lived so long as thou. 

November 15th, 1857, L. 

~~ 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Donation Visit. 
On Wednesday, the 22nd ult,, the brethren 

and friends at Glenville having a desire to con- 

tribute towards the comfort of their pastor, the 
Rev, H. Charlton, acecrding to previous ar- 

rangement, met in the Sehool-room, (it bein 

20 miles from his residence), where they enjo od 
a very interesting and pleasant season. After 
partaking of the rich repast provided several 
addresses were delivered, The money and other 
articles contributed amounted in value to about 
£10 14s, 6d, The Church is at nt but a 
“ little one.” May it soon become *‘a thou- 
sand.” Visits such as this have various benefits 

Westbrook, commencing about tho twenty-fifth 

Sting (host them ; one of which, and not the 
loast, is, that they promote Union, May others 
*¢ go and do likewise.” 

Nov, 12th, 1857, 

9. One Pe ag— 

justice ; and on no pretence, though urged by 

the high priests of Mohammedanism or Hindu- 

ism, should its sanction be set aside, While 

we do not require the expulsion of the Koran or 

the Vedas from the public schools, we insist on 

the permission to use the Word of God in them. 
‘hat has hitherto been shut out. We say, let 
it come in, We ask no fayour, no patronage, 
no pay. But we also say, that the Government 
must not favour, patronise, and support Mo- 

hammedan superstition or Hindu idolatries. 
To use the homely adage, we insist on" ** a free 
stage and no favour.” 
The Christian people of England must then 

arise. In their hands are now placed vast re- 
sponsibilities ; let them be true te their position 
and duty, They cam, under Ged, make the 

Parliament and Government feel their influence ; 
and in the calamities which have fallen on a 
tlovernment hitherto earefully ignoring Christi- 
anity, they must see this truth, that to insure 
the Divine protection and blessing they must 
obey His command, to preach the gospel to the 
peoples committed to their care, Instead of. 
relaxing our efforts, they should be redoubled. 
T calamities wéuld bave been vastly moro 

us if Christian missions had not, in some 
| measure, dene their work in India, ' Let the 
church of God determine to flood the land with 

P. 8. The friends of eur pastor will be glad 
to hear that Mra. C., who has been sufferin 
from a long and severe attack of typhoid fever, 
is now recovering, 

an aogmented spiritual agency. If we would 
avert t he of hog ats 

g | must do this. Nothing but ‘the prevalence of 

give stability to our rule, or peace to the people 

og & 
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treated unjustly, if you tell him this before - 

der ; and punish their. bettors, even though . 


