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ful 9f idolatry in the Word of |
B sy, take any description that you can |*
1ipany language,~and no langoage is too
,.iw express its eriminallty and its vileness,

can form only an imperfect idea of its abo-

So that it is a positive gain for

(i whea any body of persons only cast that
N though they do not actually become con-
Itis o great gain for humanity and
g civilization that there should be driven out
.w scenea shocking to human natare, and
N"‘W to the sensitive mind, Tt is the con-
of the native preachers, that idolatry
K” hold on the hearts of the people.. The
gof idolatry are observed from custom, It
mmon to hear the people say that Chris-
,is too good, too hely for them, gnd that
.mmwds are too _pure for them to keep
On preaching in a place for the fivst
s the native preachers usually commence
g,mmng and commenting on the Ten Com-
; they then proceed to proclaim the
&l tidings of the Savieur, whe is able to saye
e uttermost every transgressor. When 1
jol them how the pecple received this sort of
s, it was replied—and a very singular re-
| g,as-—“ They approve of the Command-
s, but they feel the atonement,’ '

ud;y I was going along a muddy flat,

w the swamp, feeling that if I slipped I,

i fall into & deep muddy ‘ditch, when.a
nary active Christian boatman, inter-

He said,** Sir, before you sent the

we wem like the tortoise, creeping in the
4hel9w us, and we knew nothing ; we were
it altogether of the way of eternal life.”
[u mach struck by the expression of one
 Christian in Bavisaul. He said, **Sir,
mal has come, and we live by Christ

. and now we ought to live to his praise,

slto the extension of his glory.”” During the
g or eight days we were crossing this dis-
i, obliged to take with us every particle of
i wo requized, orto shoot it as we went
dng, overy bit of bread, every article of cloth-
q,ud, in’fact, all we three persons required
oz use and our comfort, to be camied on
w's heads or shoulders, or in-the little canoes
through the and by men wading to their

s in it,—all this time there was not merely
yomplaint, but the people came from village
yillage to meet us ; many a time was I hoisted
inen’s arms, or on their shodlders, to eross

uuddy swampe through which .we went;
aithe whole of the labeur was done without
limlnng remuneration. Bat I find, sir,
& time will fail me to continue these reminis-
wes of our interesting journeys in that far-off,
kibeautiful and magnificent land. Our bro-
fr Mr. Page has a bi-monthly meeting of all
lsnative preachers, and, on these oecasions,
iylre accustomed to read various parts of
inipture, comverse upon them, and receive from
unhuetia in the Word of God ; and it is
fhue laborious means that they ave prepared
ﬂrrylng out the Word of Life, and presid-

i over the native communities which they
weh, A large number of the native preachers
& in @ dubious sort of position ; many of them
¥ a pastors and as evangelists, while the mis-
ety is still recognised as the true pastor of
hpeople. Gradually, in many places, how-
7, the mative brethrén are acquiring the
pwer of administering the ordinances of t
el ; and in several districts, though the na-
i churches are not mdependent yet they are
Pually in this way acquiring the qualitics of
hlependence, under the conduct of our native
fachers. 1t may be satisfuctory to you to
Wow, that-the conduct of the churches under
68 native brethren is generally wise and pru-
bt Tndeed, in more than one instance, T
Wie found that the native pastor of a church
¥4 more strict in his discipline than the mis-
“M’y was prepared to allow. I remember an
Weident which will illustrate this fact. 1t was
Wt aliogether anvact of discipline, but it will

oy the way in Wwhich they carry forward the

rosts of their churches. We were down at
‘PLM called Luckinmtipoor, sitting in our
Uil bungalow with the native preachers, sur-
“aded hy members of the eliurch, and various

8 conneeted with the church oceupied our | i

“ention, There was one man sitting amongst
| who was very attentive to all that passed,
‘Wwd my noties by the finenness of his
"l tenance and the intelligence of his eye. I
0 him, as soon as [ gould, * Are you a

f (W 544 “1“ " hé w‘m. ha hOp&d he was ;
¢ m;:’""ilgh My. Pearce, a conversation ensued,

4 hoth My, “Péarco and myself o think
traly Christisn man, We then

F W m df the cliuvch, and wosaid,
. &hm this msn adwitted into the ehureh?”?
N“‘M to tolk us, ¢ How long bas he}
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N inaﬂw m” " Whmdm-h, o
Ylives aliout three miles off 2! ¢ And does
hememm’?”  Yes, oll the year
round ; during the rainy seasons as well as the
dry seasons that man is never absent.” ¢ And
do you think that he is a Christian, a true dis-
ciple?® « Well, we ‘think he is.”” ** Then,
why do yon net baptize him, and admit him to
the church?” This was the uﬂuaﬁcm “In
the place where that man lives there lives also
his father, separated from his wife.  That
father, one Sunday some time ago, went out
fishing—fishing is the great means of livelihood | i
of the people in that district—and obtaining the
fish he went to the nearest market and sold it,
and with the produce purohuod the food for
their Sunday’s meal, Now, we have reason to
heligve that man participated in that dinner;
thevefore it must have been known and approved
of by him ; therefore we do not admit him to
the church.” Of course it is unnecessary for |’
me to say what was right or wrong in this; but
it will just prove that these native brethren ge.
exercise a great amount of shrewdness and ability
in the administration of the trust committed to
their hands, With regard to the Word of God,
it is very difficult to trace proofs of ite power|
throughout the country, and some have thought
thgt books were destroyed, and that they had
very little influence over the minds of the peo-
ple. Let me mention one or two facts that will
show the contrary, Mr. Leslie told me this fact
on the day that I left. He said:  Almost
within a stones’ throw of my house, I was one
day called to visit a man who was dying. 1
wént. to his house; which was a shop in the
basaar, and found him near to death. - He
wished me to read the gospel and to pray with
him. I conversed with him, and found that he|
knew the gospel well. He professed himself to
be a Christian, and on farther conversation, 1
learned from his lips, that for eleven years this
man, in the secret of his household, in the bosom
of his own family, had been daily habituated to
read God’s Word and to have family prayer;
and though this was within one or two stone’s-
throw of the missionary's house, it had gone an
for eleven years, and he did not know it till the
man was brought to the very gates of the grave.”
Thers is one thing I would state, in conclusion,
and to which I ask your mest prayerful and
earnest attention, Everywhere we found that
the people knew somewhat of the gospel—not
enough to lead them to cast away the bonds of
superstition and of caste—not sufficient to lead
them as sinners to the Saviour's feet, but yet
sufficient to enlighten the eyes and to affect the
mind, One of the most singular results of
preaching has been, that it has not shown its ef
feets yet, The multitudes are so vast that the
word is rather diffused than concentrated in any
particular spot ; and it is beeause the impossibility
of eancentration of labour in India that'the im-
mediate results are comparatively so few and so
little obvious, Could our hyethren in India work
upon two or three thousand people, as mission-
aries in the Southern Sea have wrought, or could
they gather about them fixed and settled stations,
as in the West Indies, we might see move bright
and shining results, They rannot do this; they
go out and preach, and are listened to by hun-
dreds and thousands : they vamish away, but they
carry with them some portion of the truth they

he hear, and this accounts for thatsingular diffusion

of divine knowledge all through the population,
which is not yet eneugh to affect the daily habit
and worship of the people. Now, brethren, this
seed is widely scattered ; it wants but the rain of
heaven tc fertilise and cause it to grow; and it is
for this rain that the missionaries in India and the
missionary societies at home appeal to you for
your most earnest and fervent prayer. Do you,
then, Christian brethren, go to your homes and
bra), earnestly pray, not only for more labourers
in this great field, but that the Divine Spirit may
descend on what has been sown, and the pln.nt
spring up to a ripe and early harvest.

Rev. Joux Grausn spoke to the sentiment
' L‘hriﬁtiun Missions the Harbinger of Civilisa-
tion.’

The Rev. . Dawsoy addressed the meeting
on the topie :—*¢ That the missionary ‘enterprise
is eminently promotive of love and concord in
the church of Christ.’”’ .He said, there is just
one word in the sentiment to which I demuy ;
that is the word *  enterprise,”” 1 would rather
substitute the word ** work,”’ because, in.the
popular sengs of the word, * enterprise’’ sup-
poscs somethmg of a hazard, a chance, a specu-
fation. phed to sooular matters, and to
som¢ seoular matters, we may indoed call them
enterpthel But 1 would rather eall our mis-
sionary engagements, the oporations of this so-
cioty, a good work; hecause there is no unger-
tainty about it. 1t s sealed by Hoaven's de-
eree, and mﬁmwd by God’s piomhe aad pro-

: | the Rev. B. W, Noel in the chair.
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and conoord in the Church’’—a beautiful thing
to look at—the reflex influence of all missionary
engagements upon the churches that contribute,
the ¢hurches that sympathise, and the churches

length, I may just reiiark that there is a beau- | on
tiful analogy between nature and grace, In
nature, that healthfulness may be continued,
there must be activity. There is that stageant
pool, it only produces noxious life, and contains
in its depths the elements of corruption and de-
cay. DBuf go to thet gushing, over-ﬁowmg,
glittering fountain, and there is nature in her
activity, nature in her healthiness, nature in
her beneficence, nature in her deur and
glory. Then there is another law of nature,
that eqrtain elements thereof must come togeth-
er,-muatumte. If these drops of waterthat
come down from Heaven's graciousness upon
the thirsty earth, tepplled one another, instead

ther, they would produce no sufficient influence
upon the face of the earth; but with this pro-
perty of union or fellowship, they flow into
those streamlets that rill through our valleys,
'and these into those rivers that wind their way
to the mighty ocean—that ocean which is the
very highway of the nations, and which, instead
of severing the countries of the world, does,
indeed, unite together the kindreds and the peo-
ple of all lands. Now’ we apply this to the
gospel. 'We apply this to the operations of the
missionary society. We apply this to our
churehes. A church without activity for the

{pool. Ttmay profess the highest orthodexy.

Would to Ged that all our churches, not ounly
professed, but held it firmly, too! There must
be activity ; and, in order to this activity, there
must be union.

Dx. Sveave said: It is not on this oceasion
alone that we have been indebted as a denomi-
nation to the great kindmess of the Earl of
Shaftesbury. Ie has not only identified himself
with us on the ground of our missionary work
to-day, but on the ground of religious liberty.
He has taken an active part, and yielded most
valuable service in the protection we have
sought from sforeign Governments for our per-

‘1 secuted brethren on the Continent. Dr. Steane

related the part taken by his lordship as presi-
dent of the conference at IHesse Homburg, and
concladed by moving

« % 'That the very eordial and sincere thanks of this
assembly be presented to the Right Hon. the Earl of
Shaffsbury for his great kindness and courtesy in tak-
ing the z-& to-day, and in presiding over the pro-
qoedingd of this meeting.”

'Phe resolutiin was seconded and carried with
acclamation.

Lord SuarresBury : Be assured that I thank
you very sincerely, and from the bottom of my
heart, for the vote that you have been pleased
t0 pass. Bat, at the same time, I must say I
think very little is due to me for having come
here to spend two or three hours, to testify the
deep respect and gratitude that I ought to feel,
and that I do feel, for such great and blessed
efforts in the cause of religion and humanity.
There is ne enjoyment greater to me, and if I
may use the expression, no feeling of pride that
1 entertain move sincerely, than when I find
myself joined with these hearty, respectable
and earnest fellow-citizens of mine in a great
work, the issue of which is the glory of God
and the welfare of mankind. 1 hope and trust

to receive the riarrative and records of triamph in
the East, and to join together heart and soul in
giving Him thanks for the past, and in putting
up earnest and deep supplications for the future.

Baptipt Irish Society.

The. annual meeting of this socicty washeld
in Kingsgate-street Chapel, Holborn, the Hon.

The Chair-
man said they met under cirenmstances which
might well encourage them in their work
Within his recolleetion, changes had taken
place in Ireland which would altogether forbid
the idea of their withdrawing from their labours,
and should rather prompt them to greater ¢x-
ertion. Bome of these changes had much tend-
ed to lesson the exasperation of Irishmen towards
Protestants and towards this country, The

tion, the composition of tithes, the giving away
of the middle-man system, and the passing of
‘the Encambored Fatates Act, which had” given
the Ivish the means of enjoying more of the
comforts of life, had quieted their minds and
mado them wuch mere likely to listen to the
gospel, When he, in company with his friond

Mzx. Govdon, attendod meetings in leeland from
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things, the Word of God shall prosper. ¢* Love [a very different state of things existed. At

of, by a beautiful law, uniting with one ano- |

spread of the gospel, is just like that stagnant | ;

that it will please Him to allow us to meet again | i

settlement of the question of Catholic emanci- | ¢
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Cork, he remembered, they Marepﬁnmm
There were poor Mr. O'Connell and M. Sheil,

-who, whatever else might be said of them, were

able men, and bhe believed bad thoroughly at

that pray. Without detaining you at any [heart the welfare of theircountry, and were,

on the whole, good-tempered men,—at least
certainly Mr. O’Connell was; but they gave a

very stormy greeting, afid a whole host of priests
were under their divection. Then, at Water-
ford, he (Mr, Noel) and Mr. Gordon passed to
the meeting through an avenue a guarter of a
mile Jong, of very suspicions-looking gentlemen
all of them armed with what they called the
¢t shillelah,” and mm ready for a
ﬂgorom exertion of it. "He did not think that
any gentleman speaking on bebalf of sexipture
schools would meet With such a reception now.
. The Rev. Caxnizs Sranvons, of Devises, said
—The sentiment which T have to submit fo you
this evening, is as follows :—

f“ Irehndl the need of Evangelistic effort in behalf
For th chablibh et of ¢ ,ai;:%::"m it
its large towns ahd eities.”

Charity ‘is a principle whieh has relation to
individuals, and not to this or that system of
belief. We do love the Roman Catholics ; wo
are here to-night because we love them ; we be-
lieve them to be &6 sincere as we are, and that
they aim to ‘be right as truly aswe do; we
would accord te them everything we would
claim for ourselves ; we only want themy to be
as free as we are, and as happy as we are. We
would argue with them ; but would ever keep
in' mind George Herbert’s advice :—*¢ Be calm
in arguing, for fierceness makes emvor a crime—
and truth, discourtesy. Why blame
another man’s mistakes more than his sickness
or his poverty ?*’ But thesystem—which frowns
on freé thought, which prohibits the study of
the Seriptures, which deprives the Saviour of
his glory by aseribing efficacy to other means of
salvation, and which employs the most secret,
furtive,lateral, mighty instramentality the world
has ever known in order to earry out its pur-
poses, that, wherever it has given tone to opini-
on and spirit to law, has shown itself to be a
most stupendous insult to Almighty God, and
a most unmitigated curse to man ; we believe it
to be the great curse of Ireland, and the great
cause of Ireland" greatest need. We are
remindod by the “sentiment which has been
read to you, that the ouly effoctunl antidote
to Popery and ite desolating effects in Ire-
land, is evangelical trath. We must take care

that we do not attempt to oppese Popery in the
spirit of Popery. Tt ecannot bedoubted that
wany who haté Romanism with the zeal of tho
most forocious orthodoxy, are aiming, at the
same time, to supplant it by a Pepery of their
own.

The Rev. Jonx Avvig said :—That the con-
dition of Ireland socially is greatly improved, 1
take for granted ; for 1 have not been there to

* 1t is tostified in so many ways, and by so
many persons, that T have no doubt at all ahout
it. And it is testifid without testimony ;
large people have ceased to grumble, and the

| political porticn of the community have ceased

to employ, as political capital, the misery and
the degradation which they had to a large ex-
tent produced. Treland has béén presented to

four dull Saxon minds very often in an endless

variety of forms, and yot we are always brought
whatever the view we take of it, to the same
conelusion—turned back to the good gospel, and
its kind and glovious Author, and to the spiri-
tual power that can alone.make it effective.
Why, 'sometimes Treland is represented as the
gem set in the Western sea, with beautiful soil
and matehless verdure, noble rvivers, placid
lakes, and glovious mountains; but for its
heauty to be complete there must be the Rose of
Sharon, and for ‘its richness the pearl of great
price, And sometimes one has had the vision
of Ireland, when the ancient paganism becamo
extinet, when the people were yot free from the
yoke of Rome, when the inward feads and com-

, | motions were composocd, and, as it was said,

too, all venemous reptiles were destroyed ; when
it was the focal light at once of piety and
knowledge; the land at onee of eolleges and of
saints, 1f it ever were so, ¥HE Edkpel made it—

if it is ever to be so, it must be by the graee of
our Lord Jesus Ohrist. Bometimes, again, if is
presented to us as the land of lavish hoépitality
cheerful carefulness, speaking wit, ready elo-
quence, warm hearts, wnd bounding mirth-

fulness : but, to give elevation and sanctity to
ail thena attributes ot character, there must Lo
the grace of Jesus; and, with such elements of
character, what may not be accomplished when
the grace of Jesus is supplied? Bometimes,
again, it is represented to us a8 impulsive, iw-

A | provident, a thing of brogue and blunders, cave-
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