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‘The New Year.

fTur fresh young year—it coheth
<2 With life, and joy, and song; .
Light:steps and imppy'ﬁces‘ iy
threshold gaily thrtmg
Cx &
N
. 4 With brightand lovely thim
, v.lm day ;‘g’f’ summer. agnslnne*"
And hours with golden wing(&

Oh! say it giveth pro
Of lite and joy a 5
That it hath no store of SOTTOW
No desolated home

" For. alas! in sadden’d fancy
I have seen a shadow fall,
Whllst o’er the summer gladness
'Death, spread his f\meral pdl.

Yes, even 8n; it mustbe |
- .. That sorrow mingles here,
" * Even as rain and sunshine
. Make up the fairest year.
¥ ¥
Bat ah! thou hast not told
‘That there cometh from above,
To erown each earthly blessing -
Thought of His precious love-—

“““His precious 16ve, who gnideth
Each moment as it flies,
Freights it with joy or sorrow,

Bright days or clouded s&uec

Then still we give thee welm,
Though thy future, none can tell ;

For we know our Heavenly F&d:er
Will order all things well,
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PROTESTANTISM IN ROME,

lgoml( atholi¢ indefining Protestantisn
illtell you that 5118 a mepe Degation, that
mmsts only iw a deninl of the fanda
hental truths 1aught by the eburch, that ia
it it is no religion at all, bat only.an-
name for infideli. y-
‘Assaming this definision of Protestantism
be corract, we are justified in the swate-
#t that Rome is the most Protesiant city
rope, Paris only excepted.
Wlm religion the Remans believe inis
inly of a negative character. * The men
idom go to any of the numerous charch-
iwhich are scatiered 'hroughout thecity.
B them the spectator will fiid o few'women,
iering over ‘heir Ave Marias. The
0 altend confession, becwuse obliged to
80 by the laws, they attend grand cere-
ties and festivals, as the Parisian attends
B games. and illuminations of his fete
% Of course there are many excep-
B 10 these remarks, but speaking gene-
i, the faith of a Roman in Roman Ca-
tism is of a very feehls description.
We can readilv 1arn to-1he eauses which
M made the Cathalie religion so feeble,
m very homes of the popes. The peo-
Cannnt be kept in entire ignorance of
it Condition and iis causes. The popes
phca every expression of liberal
upon the I[ndex Expurgaterius,
eannot place those thoughts there.
Rean destroy Written histary, but there is
“qum Inm»ry stampbd upon every
iment in Rome. Who has brought
Rﬁml the sponilers from beyond the
Who has kept lialy divided, de-
d of her. just, political unporiance, ex-
*Mhe ravages of every aighty rob-
" What has been the charncter of the
d of Christ's flock since he entered
patrimony of St Peter?  Who
t the g\luerma churches, and im-
8 teremonies, antl the thousands of
'lld the pomp of papai states 2. Who

who in their profenod lave

ve denied the holy institution of
ge, and whe, d:srvyardmg the laws
Uy, bave rendered Rome a by-waord
Qﬂhohc Eorope? The Rowan well

" lireratnpe there are books with
e popes tlitru.zmn= meddle. Boe-

caccio prescnu; 10.us’ pnbsta devoted on!y
o avatice and sensualby, nunneries given
ap 10 vice, monks engaged in fabricating
relies, and maoufactaring miracles. Pe-
trach de:cribes Avignoen,—in his . t{ime the
city. of the popes—us a “ hell upon earth.”
Daate carries us with him to his laferno—
we descend 1o its caver: s of gloom and hor-
ror, we breath an aimosphere of sulphur,
we trend over burning ground, and see the
popes and' cardinals wruhmg aniidst the
flames of the lowest hell. Thesc lessons
on chureh purity and papsl infallibility, nre
read, learsnt, and inwardly dlgested.

Tnc example of pope and priest had
rendered the Roman indiflerent to religion.
The soldiers of Napoleon cawne, and with
them came the philosophy of Voliaire-=the
doubis and indifference of the Romans took
a form and mwany became  Deists. They |
lknew of no purer religion than Roman Ca-
tholicism, They had proved the fallibility
of the papea, the uselesshess of the priest,

and cax we wonder thnt witheut the Bible

sceplics became prevalem.
We do not think, hewever, that.. ;h
prevalence of infidel opinions in Rome is

¥
Laber

armed men is heard . in every sireet, while
despots watch, with the most intense interesi
wnd anxiety, the ffeboding frowns which
darken the brows of their subjects. The
| $torm is at hand—it may not be this year
of nex year, but it must comé; then woe to
perjured, traitorous kings.
bat there are evils worse than war. Beuter
the potwerful drug which hurries the system
4p the verge of dissolution, than the digdase
i hich quietly but surely drags down to
death. Betterthedestructivetempest which
purifies the atmosphere, than the noiseless
zatch of the wastipg pestilence. We long

rihe freedom of Eurnpe, and when France
shall be delivered from her bendage, and

fangary a nation ‘of freemen; then and
pot till then will the Pope leave his regai
throne. The press will be unfettered. T'he
Bible wiil be free. lialy will take her
place among the nations, and then we may
fejoice, lor ‘her redemption is nigh. Errors
wlll be promulgated, but the contsst beiween
ind and mind ‘M“ not be interferred with.
ocialism and civilization, Infidelity and
bristianity will have a (air field, and who
gan doubt the issue of the conrest

4 owing to any process of reasoning. ‘The i

people have not ohjected o the orname
ol the churches, the pomp and splendour of
the ceremonies, or the gaiies of the festi-
vals.  They have no objection 1o the -doc-
trines of auricular conlession, indulgences,}
transubstantiation, or any of those practices
which we consider so opposed 1o pure Chris-
tianity. ~ They have transferred the hatred
felt jowards their temporal ruler to the head
of the church. They see abuses around |
them and thence hale Christianity. They!

are nol dissatisfied with their religion from§
canviction but from. feeling, Could a pored

Christianity be presenied 10 them we aré

persnaded that it would be joyfully acceptedyf it

or conld a pape-possibly govern his peo ‘
{ well, Rofpmnsniirhe 5 S

, e Roman Cith
lics. When Pio Ninocommenced his work
of reform with what enthusias:mn he wWis
hailed. Rome shook off her apathy. She

and hopes for the fature. 'The chaios fel)
off from her. Italy was becoming free.
The Aastrian had almost vacated Lombardy.
Leopeld granted a constitution to his sub-
jects, and the King of Naples followed his
example.  Then “Pio Noeno betrayed his
people—then the King of Naples, a coward
in ‘the field, a traitor in the cabinet, filled
his galleys and dungeons with the best and
purest of their coumry. Leopold silenced
clamour in Florence by an aruny of Austri-
ans, and the people of Rome saw Pio Nono
Lin the. Vatican and ‘the soldiers of Fravce
in the castle of St. Angelo. 1t needed but
this to destroy the last faint prestige of the
popes—and now, the liberntor of Laaly, the
embodiment of the spiri: of the age—the
pope, whom the péople once welcomed with
such delirious jov, is the object of their bit-
ter seorn and hatred.

The external aspect of things in Rome
is sufficiently gloamy. The people are de-
nied their dearost rights. They are not
Catholics, they canndl become Protestants,
The pope is issuing new laws with heavy
penalties against all who may read the

Bible. The privilege which the Americans?

for 4 short time pussessed of worshipping
their(God, has been taken away, and even
the chaplain «f" the Beitish embassy .must
hold his services outsile the city walls in
a granary. Every act of Pio Nine since
his return -froth Gaeta, ‘shows him 10 be a
genuine pope, und as much opposed 10 lib-
erty as any of his predecessors. But events
are transpiring which must lead toa greater
meaeure of liberty, and a purer lai b, .
PThroughout Europe there are xigns of
npmpproaching storm. While rulers are
forming holy alliances to keep the nations
in slavery, these natiens are alsv becoming
leagued together. - There are influences at
wnrk which will bind them tagether far
more closely than the selfish alliances of
kings. - Rvery mile of railrond, every line
of telegraph, every sieam-bontteaches most
eflecrunlly lessons of dnity and libery—
and ireads under itz {eet national rivalries
and prejudices. At present there isn calm,
but i1 is ihe awlul calm which presages the
iempest. ‘he sigh of the 'siate’ prisoner

Whether we cons der the hallowed as-
pcintions connected with Rome, or the
ieharacter of her citizens, we find many
things which lead us to anticipate a pure
and prosperous Christianity.  So soon as
the Roman can open his eyes he will see
svhat the religion of Christ was, aud what
popes have made it. In the monuments of
‘his own city he will trace the progress of
the corruption of that reiigion from the
time when  the blood of mariyrs smoked in
ﬂ%e arena of the Colossenmn—10 the period

she important discovery by Pio Nino, tha
t&ere were four persons in the God-head.
the ca'acombs—-the refuge and last vest-

place of su many thousand persecuted
iristians—there ave relics which tell us
ch o early Chiistianity,
was all—tne dom', the vine, the olive brane
—the ouly hope of the sinner, the only

» | happiness of the saint. Then the priest,
seemed inspired by memories of the past]

the saint, the blessed Virgin—the long line
of human intercessors with God had not
been discovered. There are the early
churches with their Chris'ian pulpits, the
altar behind which the priest stood, facing
the people, showing that there the scrip-
tures were read—the priest was but a_ man,
iransubstantintion had not been invented.
There is siill the Baptistry of St. John
Lateran, with its huge font for the immer-
sion of adnhs—pmvmg, daring one period
at least of the Christian Church, infant
sprinkling was not a divine ipstitution.
Though we ¢an view the oradual corrup-
tfon of the church, sinners may be forgiven
their sins by ascending; on their kunees, the
sSanta Scala a certnin number of times., Pul-
pite are removed from the churches—a
Inrgg and splendid aliar takes their.place,

The simplicity of the ancient worship T2

lost, vast cathedrals and pompous ceremo-
nies aré introduced. Indulgence for the
living and for the dead was written over
the door of every church. There arises
St. Peter’s, a monument of the vast tem-
poral and spiritual power of the successor
of St. Peter. From all these—from the
catacombs, from the Bapistry, from the
simple church, and from the graod cathe-
dral, we hear a voice of the most stirring
eloquence. Jusiification by faith is of Christ,
jusufication by works is of man,

There is much in the character of the
Roman which affords ground for hope. His
sensibilities are fine, his 1nagination is
powerful, Destituie as he may be of re-
ligion, we think that even nuw his soul
yearns for a God, and when the Bible comes
we think that he will receive it with aviduy.
He would not study it with a spirit of cold,
heartless eriticism. - The strains of the
propher, glowing with all the fire of inspi~

ration—with thoughts of such daring sub¥]

limity, in language as grand and gorgeous
as higown grand gorgeous temple—~would
captivate his imagination while the thrilling
revelation of God in Christ weuld win his
heart,  Already has that word been read in
lialy, and already have been gathered the
fiest fruitg of a glorious harvest. But lntes
Fly men have been banished from Florence
for reading the Bible, and the recent laws

ascends [rom every forwess, the trump of

i
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of the pbm re-pmmbmng this divine hook

We hate war,

~LThep Chrigs}
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indicates 1o us that the ,wotk of regeneration
has begun in Rome.

When men can act with freedom, where
can we find such missionaries as Rome
hersell can produce~~men of education,
speaking with purity the language ‘of their
country?  And when men like Gavazzi,
with the Bible in their hands and Christian
ieve in their hearts, can address an enthu-
siastic audience, the influence of indolent
priests, a corrupt system, and palpable so-
phisms will be as chaff before the tempest.

AUSTRALIA.

The following extract from thé‘Beq‘e;mber
number of the ' Missionary Herald will
show that the case of Australia is about to

be taken up by the English Baptist Mis-
sionary Socxety

“ For some time pasf much - attention
has been gxcited in regard to Australia.
Friends there. , offered, by letter in the
Magazine som@Sonths ago, £200 towards
the expenses [y one sent out to inquire
into the state of the churches. The whole
question has been brought before the Com-
mittee by the Committee of the Birmingham
Auxiliuy Careful and anxious considera-
tior was given to it in successive meetings,
and’ the Comniittee had the advantage of
the knowledge and experience of Mr. John
Saunders, formerly of Sydney, and Mr.
Botrn, a merchant of Melbourne, a member
of one of the churches there. The Rev. J.
Taylor has long had his mind directed to
Australia, and the Birmingham Committee
strongly recommended the Committee to
send him out. Mr. Taylor had a conference
with them, when a resolution was adopted
encoutaging Mr. Taylorito go thither. As
many {riends in Birmingham and eisewhere
are prepared to assist in defraying the ex-

~of ‘ontft -and. woyage,.

the socnety i be but small. T he propé

sal is now b&fore our brother, and we trust
he will be directed by Divine Wisdom in
his determination. Should he go we have
great confidence in the success of his efforts
to organize the little scattered bands which
are in the ‘colony, so as to develope their
resources and direct by judicions counsel,
their efforts; and we feel sure that ere
long they will materially hélp us in our
missionary modertakings. Mr. Taylor will,
moreoyer, help them in the selection of
pastors, and thus a board of union and co-
operation, not now existing, will soon be
created between our socicty and these nume-
rous, but small chuuhcs scattered through
South Australia.’

It will be recmembered that the suth of
£100 has been appropriated by our Foreign
Mission Board to the English Baptist Mis-
sionary Saciety. We have thus become,
indirectly, supporters of this Australian
Mission. C.

Welsh Literature.

A Welsh correspoudent of the Jtheneum,
communicates an interesting statement of the
high degreé of popular intelligence and native
culture, enéoyed in the secluded and obscurs
community of Wales. To speak the native
language ungrammatically, is so offensive to
the taste and practice of the common people,
as to ufford evidence of more than a mental in-
{eriority. - According to a parliamentary report,
the Welsh commonalty greatly surpass in edu-
cation the, same class of Epglishmcen. The
anthor of the best modern Welsh dictonary, is
the son of'a day-laborer. The number of books
and periodicals printed in Wales, is very large
in proportion to the population. The British
and Foreign Bible Bociety circulates more
Bibles and Testaments there annually, than in
any other equal tract of country in the world.
In 1854, they sold 23,221 Welsh Bibles, and
31,086 Welsh Testaments., Of monthly ma-
gazines, the Welsh have three Episcopal, two
Wesleyau, two Culvinistic Methodist, two Bap-
tist, and. two _Cangregationalists, besides a'con-
siderable number of miscellaneous periodicals,
weekly, gnouthly, and one quarterly. - The
population spenking the veruacular is from six

10 seven hundred thousand.
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