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HALIFAX, JANUARY 14, 1857.

* Y'Hose of orur Mm who

R R o TV W e

heard of the fearful conflagration which dings
occyrred on'New Year's Day, will enly re-| to Granville
quire to know the ecircumstances in wh.ich occupied
we have been placed to exeuse the omission

of our last week’s issue.

We had made preparation, after the fire,

and were expeecting to get out

notwithstanding our confusion and distress,
but just as we were ready, -discovered that
parts of eur press were missing, and were|
ed to abandon the attempt. .
fore than half of one entire square of| R. Wier.

buildings and a large portion

were destroyed, besides twining out the McCully and William Howe, Esq., were
residents and their effects from probably }ipon the second floor.

fifty other houses.

Tho - * Presbyterian Witness” and the

i consequence of having to remove their
printing materials from their offices.
fire did not, however, reach the former.

1B CHRISTI,

e T M TR PRI T . SIS 5.

| ining the church
and fronting on Heo teet. Before 8t,
b~ | Matthew's Church was half consumed, the
have not|fire had extended to the three adjoining
buildings fronting on Prince and reaching
weet. The first of these was
- by James Stewart, Jisq., as a law
office; the fower floor of the second, form-

, ed the office of Messrs. Tobin & Wallace,
Attorneys, the upper part being occupied
by Mrs. Studley. The ground floor of the

the small bumgs;

P,

two pages,

Robinson and the grocery store of Mr. J, A,
Captain Griffin resided in -the
of another, | upper part and the law offices of Hon. J.
When once the fire
hadzeached this corner, it extended south-
wards and simultaneously along both sides

Granville street.

We shall trace its pro-
The
march,

'The roof of The latter was several times.in | the wind was nearly North East®and there- |

flames ‘but was extinguished.

office; where-weo-bad just removed, (having {in an oblique direction.

only on the previous day given

of the former office,) being in the direction
of the wind, was, from the first, in immi-

nent danger.

elemcentand preparing to.
when the order was givi

residence s and office, for the

more effectually getting at the fire and
preventing its further extension.

Our cases of type, books, paper, furniture,
and wearing apparel, were taken possession
of by friends, both civil and. military, and

removed.

We were watehing with in-{ building was separated from those adjoining |
tense interest the progress of the devouring
ve the premises,
pull down our )« Colonist’ Office” and Mr. Annand’s new |

Our own
It was light at
first but increased in stréngthas the fite
extended. _

At the eastern side of Hollis street, Vass's

up the keys

by a thick stone partition wall. Had it not |
been for this, nothing could have saved the

purpose of| four story building, into which the “Morn-
ing Chronitle had just been removed., As|
it was, they were saved with some difficulty |
the roof of the former having been frequent- |
ly onfire. The corner shop of Vass's build- |
ing was oeeupied by the heirs of the late

the next building, a thrée story house owned
and oceipied by Mr. Thomas Bentley ; and |
the latter was flat roofedl, a rare peculiarity
among Halifax houses, but one which en-
abled the firemen to direct jets of water,
from the hose pipes, -
with great effect.  Mr. Bentley's house was

to it, on to the corner of Sackville Street.

next, corner of Prince and Granville streets, | Street, opposite the burning block, were
known as * Somerset House’’' comprised  much scorched and were saved with ex-
the musical instrument shop of Mr. O. H, | treme difficulty mainly owing to the exer-
tions of those who manned the Dockyard
engine.

fore blew across Hollis and Granville streets | much of it of a_very fragmentary mnature.
A great quanily of type, in the ** Colonist "
office was all knocked into pi, and other
effects of the office seriously damaged in
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['much more than ; tthe imed and Iﬁxﬁ \
gongaw ‘g;“ g4 > Wi tayed. There*was a narrow |sph
: leeward and fell a passage between Mr. Selden’s premises and | enla

, -down upon the fire

- e : ear’s duties, I am glad to- le
completely rifled of its' contents and greatly | J°W yenrs CUHes. - “3 g
damaged; ns were also the twe houses next Dr; €. that your-acosunt bhooks-Nese

The houses on the west side of Granville

with great heaps of goods and furniture,

that | heard of your sad di
day, I know it must be a most
ence at the present tine, when
ed good and undisturbed arrang
out your past year's accounts 4

ed -should be urgently
pay in advance ; this ought to raise 2 to $00
scribers which would benefit the subscribers
ly with the Editor. 'Where the pastors soul ot
eugage in shis service they might
act for that purpose. 1 feel it this were .
attended to, good would result from it,

e

j Dear Brother,—1t wa

It occurs to me a eircular of a

utmost propriety be put forth by you 1
askin
churches to bring forward the
Messenger and advise their congregations to
their sympathy, in two ways. rﬁ‘i 1 ind
tod . for the - : :

_ . aid for 1856 in advance new al once o pay for
Nearly every house in the block,hgm__m‘d further all who have not, yiet sy

on Granville, Barrington, and the conneect-
ing cross streets, was emptied of its move-
ables; and great destruetion of property
was caused by the hurry and trepidation
with which the removal was effected, Beve-
“(’glopist”’ newspapers were beth suspended | of Hollis street and the eastern side of ral houses and shops in Hollis and Prinece

. Streets, besides those that were burnt, were
gress along each of these three lines of |in like manner emptied of their moveables.
It should have been observed that | The streets in every direction were covered

the

tors and lead_ing ’;:u

case of the

rst, all indeb
and a year +-al

uested to do so now and

-
*

get some one o

With kind regards to Mrs, 8. in which Mm.B,

unites and joins with me in feelings of sy

ithy.
1 remain yours sincerﬁ? ’
J. W, Banes,
Brethren, if the proposals made in the

above communication *¥re carried out-iy
each of the churches in the provinee, and
all our readers lend us their aid, so as to

the hurry of removal; and the contents of accbmpligh the results suggested, we shall -

the * Chronicle '” and ¢ Royal Gazettee”
offices adjoining did not escape uninjured.
Early in the fire, the engine in charge of
the 63rd Regt. having been placed between
Vasg's building and St. Matthew's Chuarch,
its situation became suddenly so terribly
hot. that it was found impossible to work,
or even to remove it, and the engine caught
fire and was totally destroyed. Another
engine belonging to the Dockyard was con-

have a large part of the pressuse of this
misfortune removed. '

The letter of C. H. I1. on another page,

will also shew the vast importance of ex.
tending the circulation of our journal, let
no time be lost then, brethren, but at the
first opportunity let some one or more be
appointed in each congregation to make s
special canvass and appeal to all who do
not receive the Messenger, and we venture

nohoe as a dry goods shop ; the third was |

In the confusion, much was scat- | John Robinson ; the second one as we have | siderably injured in the same way.
tered in different directions in the streets,|already observed, was occupied by Mr. Do-

. » . N {
+ at the houses of various neighbours- and |

The fire, as we observed before, com-
menced, or was first discovered about four

to promise, with the blessing of God upon
our efforts, they shall have no cause to re-
gret, but sball have the full value of their

riends, and the greater part in the Gran- | vacant, a tenant having just moved out of|

{1
ville Street Church.

After “spending thel it

The basement of the whole building |

best portion of a week in searching, we|had just been fitted up at a great expense |

have succeeded in recovering a large portion | and in a style which did them infinite eredit | l} and 12. : :
but in-a very much injured condition, and ‘ by Messrs, W. L. Stewart & Son, as an|given to officers and men of the garrison fer
hawe returned to our old quarters, which | eating saloon,
were fortanately still unoceupied.

Being personally engaged in efforts tn‘:wlu-re this journal has, for the past year, forts of these gallant fellows, half of the

save as much as possible from

and -having our hands so fully occupied in | printing press; the dwelling house of Muvs:
recovering the scattered fragmepts we have
(aken from our contémporary the Recorder,

the fillowing deseription of ti
event:

THE FIRL.

10 disastrous | quharson, tailors, and the offices of 8. P,

I'rom this building the fire |
} : " T
lextended successively to the low building |

destruetion, | been worked off at Kirk & Co’s Steam

Power, including the office of John Skerry;
Fisq.; the shop of Messrs Mcllreata & IFar-

| Fairbanks and P. Lenoir, Esqrs., in the
| second storey; the shop of Mr. W. H

'stroyed in this eonflagration, was one of

*'Thursday last, New-Year's Day, is not| i)ml;e», sllzoem'fxlkcx, "llx“ld the shop of %{r, J.
Kiely scon to be forgotten by the citizens|: Iclireath, tailor. 1e next, a small low | tressing calamities, we are not now prepare

ot tlalifax, being rendered memorable by a
calamity which we believe may be called |
the most destructive fir: that has ever visited
our city. The fire originated in the three
storey wooden -building on the corner of
Hollis and Prince strects, owned by Mr,
Nicholas Vass. This building comprised
threo tenements. We believe it was from
an upper storey of the central one, oceupied
by P. Donahoo, ¥Fsq.. as a dry good store,
that the fire broke out. It must have had
corsiderable headway befure it was dis-
covered ; for, when ~first seen, the flames|
were bursting out through the windows
aud, in a few minutes afterwards th2 whole
butlding was wrapped in flames, It being|
a general holiday and about 4 p, M., the|

shops were closed, the streets in the Lusi-|direction from the substantial bLrick build-|nees s previous to the late calamitous fire,

ness part of the city where the fire originated |
were nearly deserted, and many of the fire-
maou had gone out of town for a day'senjoy-
ment,  Consequently by the time the en-
ginos reached the spot there was every pros-
peet of a great copflagration, To make
mallers worse, when thie hose pipes were
scrowed on to the fire plugs, scarcely g dro

was to be had., By the time the water was

turned off from the other parts of the town, |

not ouly the whole of Vass's building, but
5. Matthews’s church on the opposite side
of Hollis street, was too far-gone to leave
any hopes of being saved. The roof of
Harrington’s corner, on the north side of
V’vinee street opposite Vass's, was several
times on. fire ; and was saved with great
difficeulty, = Although to windward eof the
building where the five commenced, if Har-
vington’s shop bad once beeome completely
fivod, these is-little deoubt that the whole ¢
that block, being closely built up and gon-
sisting, with the exception of one small
house, of high, wooden buildings, would
have been destroyed.

8t Matthew's Church was consumed in

building, lately vceupied as a confectionary
was torn down, and by that means the fire
was got under in that quarter, Mr. Henry
Pryor’s office being the first building in this
row left standing,

On the west side of Hollis street two
houses only, besides St. Matthew’s Chureh
were destroyed. 'The first of these was in
the oceupancy of Mrs. Carman, Hugh
Hartshorng, 19sq. havinyg- the first flooi front
as . his office and the otlice of ths * Royal
Insurance Company.”” ‘I'ie next, a double
house, contained the offices of James Tre-
maine, Isq., Broker, and H. €. D. Twining

o'clock. By 10 o’clock it was evident that
the firemen had it under control,~although
the engines continued to play until between
Too much praise cannot be

their great exertious on this occasion. In-
deed had it not been for the organised ef-

town would have been destroyed, for any-
thing we could see to prevent it.
St. Marthew's Church, which was de-

the oldest buildings in Halifax.”

We are thus visited with wave upon
wave, What the design of the Allwise
Disposer of events in this, as in other dis-

to decide, but ean perceive that mercy is
mixed with judgment, and hope that we
may be enabled to learn the lessons of wis-
dom so severely taught. We can only now
say, Shall not the Judge ofall the sarth do
right ?

“ Though dark be my way

Yet e is my guide,

"I'is mine to obey,

"Tis 1lis to provide.”
Nothing shall be wanted on our parts to
descrve the continued sympathy and in-
creased patronage of all our friends and
subscribers,

—— - ——

Attorney, and My, Muir, sailmaker, and Mr.
Stevens, carpenter resided in it, Iere the
flames met with an effectual check in 'this

ing of Mr. Wm. Langley, Drugygist. The
buildings upon Hollis  Street that were
destroyed, with the exception of Vass's and
the Caurch, were old and of comparatively
little value,

Along the Fast side of Upanville Street,
the fire extended further than in any other
direction. The paint shop of Myr. W. 8,
Studley, a good two story building, went
to ruin along with the ** Bomerset IHouse.”
Three long. old one story houses, adjoin-
ing, followved nest in order. The first of
these with stable annexed belonged to M.
M. Kcaruey—oecupied by McCartney and
others, as a dwelling house, The next
was (he Hon, Dr. Grigor's Dispensary, Mr.
Thomas Ellis residing in the upper part of
it, 'The third was owned by My, Baithers,
painter, and tenanted by some colored fumni-

fire by a brick partition wall,

a very short space of time, the vehemence

ol the fire being probably increased by the
izuition of the contents of the vault beneath,
it being occupied, we believe, 88 a wine and
Soon the flames were darting

wppirit cellar,

the two were rapidly consumed,

up the steeple but before they had reached

P %

tite *

lies. _ From these the five soon extended to
Awo -story house-nwned by Mr 't €
Kinnear, and oceapied as a boarding house
by Mu.q'l'homas,: although this huuw Was
separated from those from whieh it caught
The next
hyuse, also owned, we believe, by Mr, Kin-
near, caught nearly. at the same time; and
The next
building, recently purchased and put in
thorough repair by Mr, 8. Belden aud com- | before our readers, and trust that the modes
prwn{t’m resiacnce of that geotleman and |4 | Ak
Christiau Messenger'’ printing office, | assisted to rcpair our

Special Appeal,
We were sensible in some measure of
the value of christian sympathy and. kind-

{
|

but that event afforded an opportunity for
the wanifestation of those christian gracés
to an extent which will live in our reinem-
brance to our latest hour.

It would perbaps be invidious to mention
| the names of some, where all the brethren
‘and friends, and especially the werkmen in
our oflice, exerted their utmost efforts in
saving what they could from the devouring
element and but for the order given to tear
down the house in which we lived, so as to
ariest the progress of the flames, would
have rescued all in comparatively good con-
dition,
*The zeadiness with which Deacon W hit-
man provided us with a home in his family,
until we could procure lodgings, calls for
our grateful acknowledgements and wagm-
est thanks. '

The communications we have received in
refation to—this unfortunate event; have
tended much to alleviate our distress: wThe
following from one who has mauifested the
deepest interest in the Christian Messenger
from its commoncement, has appeared. to
ug to contain valuable suggestions, and yet
such as we felt-some difficulty in adopting
aou carrying out fully; we have therefore
obtained permission from him to place it

therein suggested, by which we may be

subscription before the end of the year.

Let each of our subseribers who has not.
paid, consider that it is his own subserip- °
tion we specially require. It may nol be
much to one, but the aggregate tousisof |
vital importance. We shall be labouring
under great disadyantage in comparison to

what we were anticipating, but with our

health spared to us we have no alarm for
the future. We would not faint in this
day of adversity, Our cause isa good one.
Our Master is ever-present, and we look
forward to the time when we shall meet
our friends in regions where * our treasure,
we trust, is laid up, . and where moth and
rust (and fire) do not corrupt, and whers
thieves do_not break thirough and steal.”
Here we must learn *“to labour and toﬁm-'f

———— A ———— i —r W 4 AN

We have to lament the removal of ow
aged friend and excellent Agent, G

Hylmes, who departed this life at :
port on the 8rd ultimo, We are: informed
that an Obituary Notice of him will shortly
appear from the pen of the Rev, W. Buston.
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* Tug Public everywhero throughoui he
Province, we suppose, ace by this ﬁfﬂ* §
aware of the sharp controversythat is going |
on between Mr. Howe and the Roman Cath-
olic Press. Wae certainly should have beex
wholly silent on the subject, as one whieh
4id not in any way call for our interferense,
had it not been for the assertion 18 M,
Halifax Catholic of the Svd inst., that we
had passed over Mr. Howe's letier in *eoR:
temptuous silence,” In this our contem:
porary has whoelly misconstrued the coms?
we have taken. -Without, in any respect,
committing ourselyes to tbealﬁpm"ﬁl’ o
many of Mr, Howe's strictures, the Cath-
olic may surcly give us credit for the ubi-
form testimony we have borne 880 -
nature and tendency of the dogmas #
usages of their Chusch, which 8 wholly
inconsistent with any desire on our part 10
favoui or promote its influcnce oF
Towards our €atholic fellow-citizens w
have no other than the kindest f“mm
their creed we most heartily abjuré,
have never failed, we think, when l'“‘f":
oceasions offered, to expresss ourf view ;
with firmness and moderation, ap.d we
shall coatiiiue so to do, notwithstanding

have too often observed in their nokces!

our ministers and nijssions,—— H-will -
‘bettex - arguments than we have ever v
heard to convince ue that any causeés ¥ I b{
pecially a good one, can be prome ”‘ we
ridieule, or distortion of the truth, THECty:
entertain little sympathy with any whe »
condescend to use'such weapons. A

that Protestant doctrines a8 @
the peculiar tenets of the 1on
aro those alens ip ‘we

osecs, will commend

WaldetGed - - o

the snecrs and misrcpresentations that #e

% «
. - Ol
|

the rest, we aro Prote:tants, and B |
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