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For the Christian Messenger. | the church! Even in far-off Burmah the 

Asad Ea | fruits of the blessing appear. The mission- 

: Acadia College. ~ |ary at Henthadah was converted during a 

To the Baptists of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, | yevival in Acadia College. "Nor need we 

and Prince Edutrg Talans recur to former days. Within the last two 

Dear BRETHREN, = years these mercies have been renewed. 

At the last meeting-of the Convention, The gracious influences of the Spirit have 

held at Portland, St. John, N. B., the fol4 been vouchsafed, in conversion and reviving 
lowing resolution was passed, viz: power. Nearly all the students are at the 

‘ i he WEE : resent time professors of religion. 

: go thie Tb NENA Me m1 og go” : With such facts before you, brethren, to 

TO iat ae owment Fund, | What conclusion will you come ? Will you 

and to enlarge that Fund to at least fifteen thou- suffer Acadia College to wither and die ? 

sand pounds. : Or will you arise in your strength to rescue 

X¥e have been hitherto prevented from it from peril, and place it, once for all, on 

carrying that resolution into effect by our |? permanent footing: 

SENGE RB. 

The Editor of the Christian Mes- 
senger to “Inquirer,” in the 

Church Times of Saturday, May 9th. 

Dear Sik: 

It is unusual for the Editer of one news- 
paper to address .the readers of another, 

except in the pages of his own paper, yet 

as your enquiries are expressed in so com- 

mendable a spirit, and you make your ap- 
peal to our great text-book—the Word of 
God, — we cannot refuse a reply, in the sanre 

spirit of candour, and with a desire to meet 

your enquiries with all Christian courtesy. 
In the first place, then, we may remark, 

CHRISTIAN MES 
{cerning him, was correct. Ww <¥ 

e denunciation of Peter was no lo. 
vd SS of the Church.” oe longer 

Secondly. In the case of the gv 
Christians whom the #postle Br cy 
es as * carnal, contentious, full of ony. 
and strife,” &c. "We see nothing but id 

might be affirmed of any body of baptized 
believers, who, forgeting the spirit of 

their Master, and instead of loving Sh | 
another, and walking in all the commana. 

of the Saviour, become worldly and care. 
less. They were certainly members of the 
Church, for the apostle calls them in 1 gor 
i. 2.—“ the Church of God which is at Co. 
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inability to find an Agent suitable in all 

respects for the work, and willing to en- 

gage in it. ~ Inquiry.is still going on, and 

the Finance Committee. are in correspon- 

dence on the subject with several brethren, 

hoping to be able ere long to announce an 

appointment. 
Our object in the present address is to 

bespeak your generous sympathy, and thus 

prepare the way for: the operations of the 

Agent. said Es 

When the sum of £10,000 was secured 

for ths Endowment, it was expected that 

We will anticipate but one reply. God 

has blessed the labour of your hands. Your 

wealth has greatly increased. You are far 

better able now to raise the Endowment to 

fifteen or twenty thousand pounds than you 

were to raise the original sum. You know 

the vast importance of education to a coun- 

try, and that the founders of schools and 
Colleges are the most patriotic of benefac- 
tors. Especially, you cannot but be con- 

strained by *¢ the mercies of God,” bestow- 

ed on yourselves and the Institution. Let 
a large-hearted liberality indicate your 

that neither of the three cases you refer to 
resembles the one we supposed in the para- 
graph you quote. : 3 , 

tween either of them, and the case of ‘a them, as they were making use of his 
We see no“analogy be- 

wicked man who has simply been sprinkled 
in infancy,, and has made no further ac- 
knowledgement of faith in Christ. 
The case we alluded to was of one who 

having never made a personal profession 
of religion, is living regardless of the laws 
of God, perhaps an infidel in sentiment, 
and careless even aboat human laws or 

inth,” and says he baptized som 
himself, ver. 14 and 16. He t 

however, that he did not baptize many of 

and of others to form parties and divisions: 
in the Church. i Rib 

The thir® of your inquiries does rot, as 
| we conceive, bear on the subject. Your 
reference to it, however, shows thatthe 
great error,— baptismal regeneration, which 
is working such mischief in some lao 
has had some influence on your mind. The 
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relation existing between the child and 
parent, as for instance, the prodigal and his 
father is the same, whether he be obedient 
or otherwise. We do not however find 
that persons who have been baptized in in- 
fancy, give evidence of having been by that 
means made * children of God” more than 
others who bave not been baptized. All 
alike show that they are * the children o In the Co 
wrath,” and *‘ not subject to the law of ky, Esq. 
God” until they receive '‘ the engrafte “a the Co 

titled to all its privileges and blessings. word which is #ble- 10 Save their souls.” sg-r 
We are Nid rio that Cogirmation Wh find by nL intelligent imter- gg ped 

has been invented, and is retained by the pret ation ‘of al the passages of Spe ni Chisholm, d 

Episcopalian Denomination, as a sort of whic refer to baptisin, that ehaiy pam, McDonald, 

remedy to meet the difficulty. In other tered to those Who believed” and to them (Harbor au 

churches, too, we understand, persoral ap- ong: - 7 Bow becomes, - EAN put To be me 

plication is necessary before a person is ad- hit ne a of sn hv missioners f 
mitted to full mentbership.. We, however, | *Piritual grace, given uno: Hay Griuisns Sy Ru MeiCame 
find nothing of this ‘confirmation in the Christ himself. 5 RE we rg 
Scriptures. We may be told that the Hoping that-you. may pox We Able . e 
Apostle Paul “came to Lystra and Iconium reconcile our stalSments WINE SEg:. 

moral character; but still, who has been 
sprinkled in infancy, in the Episcopal, 
Methodist, or Presbyterian Church. Now, 
taking it for granted that Baptism is the 
door of the Christian Church, as we all 
hold, In what state should such a man be 
considéred? He has not been excluded 
from church-fellowship, and according as 
we understand thé laws and ordinances of 
a Church of Christ, he is, by virtue of his 
baptism, a member of the church, and en- 

gratitude. 
In conclusion, it is proper-to remind you 

that all future investments of the funds of 
the College wili be made in harmony with 
a resolution passed by the Convention at 

its annual Session held at Liverpool in Sep- 
tember, 1855, and which contained the 

following clause ;— | 

the ‘interest of that sum, in addition to 

other sources of revenue, would suffice to 

meet the College expenditure. That ex- 

pectation has not: been. realised. Very 
little is paid for tuition fees, as most of 

the students obtain the benefit of scholar- 

ships. Lach, 8 for Ministerial Education, 

_ a part of which was usually ap ropriated 

¥ towards the peyment of the Theological 

Professor's salary, has proved comparative- 

ly unproductive. Donations have not been 

received as formerly, owing to the general 

impression, that a sufficient endowment 

haviag been provided there was no need of 

them. We have thus been left to depend 

almost, entirely on the annual preceeds of | === _-— 

the endowment, and those proceeds are| A MY 

now lessened in consequence of the unfor- Christian lesse
n 

tunate invéstment in West Columbia Stock. 

The Treasurer's account, published in the| ~~ . hs 

Misutes of the Convention, shews that the 

« The Convention accord their opinion and de- 
cision, that in future the funds of the Corporation 

be not invested po in landed property of am- 
ple value in one of these Provinces, unless sanc- 
tioned by a two-thirds vote of the Convention.” 
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sum. the annual interest of which is at] ~~~" 

present available, bat little exceeds £7000. 

Nor, the annual expenditure of the Col- 

lege is about £800. . But the interest ac- 

HALIFAX. MAY 20, 1857. 
~ | confirming the souls o 

Tue Church Times of the 9th inst., con- 

tained a letter signed ‘‘ INQUIRER,’ ad- 

dressed “to. the Editor of the Christian 

cruing from the endowment, and the aid 

derived from other sources, cannot be esti- 

mated (necessary expenses, &c., deducted) 

at more than £400. We have no means of 

raceting that deficiency. - Unless it be met 

bly continue im operation. Such is the 

plain state of the case. 
But this is not all. Two additional Pro- 

fcssors are urgently needed ; one for Rhet- 

orice, InteHectual and Moral ‘Philosophy, 

and other branches,—and one for Modern 

Languages. The existing Professors are 
too heavily worked fo undertake duties not 

properly belonging fo their respective de- 

partments. The appointment of a Profes- 

sor of Modern Languages has been long 

called for, and cannot be delayed without 
injury to'the Institution. 

‘These statements will shew you that un- 

less the endowment be raised “to at least 

: A _* | vinually leading its advocates into strange posi- | 

and provided for, the College cannot pessi-| 

£15,000, irrespectiveof the sum invested 
in West Columbia Stock, which is at present 

unproductive, but may hereafter yield an 

income, Acadia College cannot be sustained. 

Brethren—you came forward nobly in 

t}io first instance, and subscribed tencthou- 

vand pounds for the endowment. The dark 
cloud which then hung over the Institution 
was dispersed, and we all anticipated a 
prosperous future. We * thanked God and 
took courage.” : 

Untoward circumstances have again oc- 
curred, which have placed your College in 

jeopardy, and filled the minds of many with 

~loomy forebodings. But consider, we en- 

treat you, these two facts 
The first is, the cfficient state of the 

College. ™ There are now thirty-one stu- 

\onts,—a larger number, we believe, than 

can be found in attendance at any similar 

justitution in these Lower Provinces. 

‘Their studies are directed by gentlemen in 
whom we have full confidence, who occupy 
4 high rank as instructors, and whose un- 

tiring zeal in the discharge of their duties 
+ntitles them to your warmest support. 
The sccond fact is, the manifest blessing 

of God. How often have the showers of 

twercy fallen on that favoured spot! What 
thrilling scenes have been witndssed,— 
rcenes of tender and déep emotion,~scenes 
of penitential grief and of believing joy,— 
seones of holy consecration to the best 
cause! "And how many are there labour- 
ing in the gospel, both in these Provinces 
and in foreign lands, who were brought to 
n knowledge of themsclves and of the 
“aviour while studying in yous Institution, 

ami were there trained - for usefulness in 

Messenger.” It coramenced with. the fol- 
lowing extract from an article in the Chris- 
tian Messenger of the 29th uit. 

% The difficulties of infant sprinkling are con- 

tions. They make .baptism essential. te thurch | 
membership, just the same as Baptists : -but the 
question is not yet settled with them whether a 
wicked man or woman! who was sprinkled in in- 
fancy'is a member of the Church or not.” 3 

Cilicia confirming the churches. 
dent that these were as much churches be- 
fore this visit of Paul as they were after- 
wards : so that the difficulty is not at all 
removed by this modern ceremonial of Con- 
firmation, if such were referred to by the 
Apostle, but which we wholly deny. 

The writer very respectfully requested 
us to inform him what we thought, first, of 
the case of Simon Magus? whether ke was, 
a member of the Church or not =» 

Secondly, Were the Corinthian Christ- 
ians, whom the Apostle Paul reproved as 

carnal, contentious, &ec., to be considered 
members of the Church 2 

Thirdly, Ir the case of the prodigal, 
whether he did not continue to be the son 
of nis father, even when spending his sub- 
stance among harlots in riotous living? and 

if his case did not illustrate that of a 

wicked man who had been sprinkled in in- 
fancy ? 
We concluded, as a matter of course, 

that * Inquirer” expected our reply to 
these questions to appear in the Church 
Times, and prepared the following commu- 
nication, supposing no hesitation would" be 
made to its insertion in the same paper, so 
that Inquirer might see at once oug views 
on the questions he submitted with so 
much apparent sincerity. We thick every 
candid mind will agree with us that we 
were entitled to this, as the letter was 

specially addressed to us. 
On calling at the office of the Church 

Times, however, we were mich surprised 
to find that Mr. Gossip refused to publish 
if, or any other reply to ** Inquirer,” and 
‘ thought it unnecessary to give. bolh sides 
of the controversy to his readers.” Rather 
than refuse ‘Inquirer’ an answer we 
therefore insert it in our own pages, and 
shall be glad if ouf subscribers will let 

their Episcopalian friends sce it; so that 
they may not suppose its non-appearance 
in their organ arises from any unwilling- 
ness on our part to meet ** Inquirer’ fairly 
on his own ground. but in consequence of 
its being thought by the Times unsafe for 
them to see more than one side of the con- 
troversy. ' This violation of commoniourte- 
sy, and refusal fo admit a reply when ques- 

tions are published addressed to another, 
personally, will not. we presume, hav the 
effect of increasing the confidence of In-. 

| Press of Nova Scotia, 

quirer, or of the public, in the Episcopal 

of the disciples,” — 
Acts xiv. 21, 22, but in the 1st verse these 
persons are said to have ¢ believed,” and 
in the 2nd verse are called * brethren.” 
We may be also directed to chap. xv. 41, 
where the Apostle went through Syria and 

1t-is evi- 

Qur question applies to those who are 
believed to have been baptized while in a 
state of helpless infancy, but who have 
made no profession of religion for them- 
selves. Have they by that means become 
members of the Church or not? They are 
considered as having entered the door of 
the Church. 'Are they not then in it, and 
members of it? If they are, why not ad- 
minister to them the bread and wine at tne 
Lord's Table, as was formerly done by the 
Roman Catholic Church? If they are not, 
What does baptism mean ? 
Having thus far opened this “difficulty,” 

which appears to us in connexion with the 
baptism of infants, and which has been a 
source of trouble, ever since its introduction, 
to those who were desirous of being guided 
by the Word.of God and yet have held to 
this doctrine,—~which we consider a fun- 
damental error,—we may proceed to ex- 
amine briefly the*cases to which you have 
referred. 

First, you ask * What we think of the 
case of Simon Magus, in relation to the 
Christian Church? Was he a member or 
not 2” &e. 
We presume you mean Simon mentioned 

in Acts viii. 9-24, (Please bear in mind 
that he is not called “ Magus’ in the Serip- 
tures.) He uppears to have been baptized 
on a profession of faith by the Evangelist 

| Philip, who, it seems, was liable, as minis- 
ters are now, to be deceived, His subse- 
quent condyct shewed that he was not truly 
converted. We may learn from this, the 
very important truth, that baptism, even in 
the Apostles’ days, was not sufficient to 
make a person ‘a member of Christ, a 
child of God, and an inheritor of the king-~ 
dom of heaven,” for Peter denounces him |, 
and tells him his * heart was not right in 
the sight of God,” and that he was * in the 
gall of bitterness, and in the bond of ini- 
quity.” Even after Peter shewed him his 
trae condition in the sight of God, he ap- 
pears to have had no desire for spiritual 
blessings, and only asks Peter to pray that 
the gonsequences: of such sin might not 
come upon him. He expresses no penitenoe, 
(and thus proves that Peter's judgment con- 

and that you may still pursue yeur enqui 
ries and be enabled to know all our Lord's 

commands, and have grace and courage lc 
walk in them blameless, we remain, 

Yours very sincerely,” 
Tur EDITOR OF TRE 
CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

Halifax; May, 13th, 1857, . + 

Since the above was written, we have 

observed sorhe further remarks in the 
Church Times of Saturday last. In allusio 
to our short notice of ¢ Inquirer's” letter 
last week, and in reference to the sup 
position, that our reply would appear in 
that paper, the Editor remarks :—* Hou 

he could imagine that we would accord him 

such a privilege, we are at a lose to con 
ceive.” We beg to inform our contempor 

ary that we did not ask the insertion of ou 
communication as a * privilege,” but, 8s¢ 

matter of right to which we were entitle 
by the superscription of ¢¢ Inquirer's” let 
ter. It is however not of the slightestin 
portance to us, as we believe the reade) 

of the * Church Times” can easily obtair 

the * Christian Messenger” amongst the! 

neighbours, in almost every district in the 

Province. Our contemporary assurds us hé 
is not. yet convinced that we are uot dis 

senters. 

« He that's convineed against bis will 

Is of the same opinion still.” 

He thinks we ought to be thanlful tha 

we are here free from the burdens of Church 

rates, &c. We assure our friend that it 

has no claim to our thanks on this #008¢ 

As to its being ** impertinence O08 a 

part,” to ask if Episcopalians are not 

senters in Scotland and Canada, our title 

that characteristic bears no COMPATET., © 

his own, in assuming for himself a rat 

to ‘which he has no claim. His ems! 

about our being a Aerelic bave nO point ‘ 

them; as we should consider it a gre 

misfortune to be considered in any 2 

light by some members of. both the pa 

Catholic and the Episcopal denominat
ions: 

[Remaindet of ‘Editorial on page 150.] 
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