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Poetry. 

er is coming. 

smmer is coming—God’s bounteous hand 

satters his largess across our land ; 
Jauty is visible everywhere, 
ith is re-robed in her 
ui fields, and hedge-rows, and shady bowers, 
Jathe the sweet incense of perfumed flowers 

Summ 

ymmer is coming-—the air is stirred 
masical notes of the warbling bird, 

Wih the gentle laugh eof the streamlet’s flow, 
ud the forest's whisperings soft and low, 
¥iih voices of water, and air, and sod, 
jymuting ever, “ How good is God !” 

sgmer is coming—life seems all joy; 
jt arth were not earth without some alloy, 

ce with its sunny hours may come, 
wemn and sorrowful scenes to some, 
filo may be, ere the flowers in their beauty fade, 
fit and low "neath the greensward laid, 

§mmer is coming—and, oh, to be 
for regions more fair, more free, 
lling within that glorious clime 

Where "tis ever one beautiful summer time ; 
hitet we may at-life’s sunsets hour, 
Jk, to re-bloom in the heavenly bower. 

Religions Wiscehhany. 
fe following is an “extract from a lecture on 

“fille Translation,” delivered in London by the Rev. 

i dilon, before the Young Mens’ Association, in aid 
dis English Baptist Missionary Bociety. 

THE BIBLE. 
The Old Testament copsists of thirty- 
ie tracts by thirty different writers, be- 

n the first and last of whom an inter- 
wof at least 1,500 years elapsed. The 
$v Testament is comprised in twenty- 
wen tracts by eight different writers, most 
fem, however, living #8 contemporaries 
=u interval of only sixty years being 
dveen the earliest and. latest of the 

The wonderful harmony ob- 
wed in the books of se many different 
nilers, treating so much of historical sub- 
Mb, is a remarkable evidence of the divine 
Wig of the book. A thousand men might 
wily write in doetrinal harmony, hardly 
Wo could write in perfect historical har. 
my, unless aided supernaturally ; and] 
% Bible was written by thirty-eight men 
all conditions of life, most of them herds- 

This book, so purely 
litorical and do marvellously constructed, 
Suing forth from the little region of Pal- 
Wine, has taken hold of the world as no 
Mer hook has, having asserted its sway 
et the civilized and the savage, thie peas. 
% and the philosopher ; the wisest con- 
Wing the transcendency of its wisdom, 
% holiest the unapproachableness of its 
ity, To paraphrase the words of Theo- | 
We Parker, who can eulogise the Bible 
%h his rhetoric while he refuses to it the 
bmage of his heart;—* The literature of 

is meagre and local by its side; ae: 
wledged or unacknowledged, it rules 
world ; the sun never sets on its holy 

Me; every Sabbath it is read in ten thou- 
sanctuaries, and every day in tem 

Wisand times ten thousand homes; it|°® 
ws the palace of the rich and ennobles | 

poor ; our legislators | 
¢laws by it, and obedience to then is 

Keure by its influence ; it refines our lit- 
ure and imbues our common talk; it 
“10 more in the school than it is in the 

Yj everywhere we may recognise its 
CWIOUS presence ;. our greatest institu. 

&¢ built upon it; our greatest men 
thought there lives well spent in trans- 

it—its commentaries 
Would outnumber all other hooks. 

“WES itself into men's daily lives, and is’ 
ursuite—it lies by 

of the merchant, and has a p 
k of the pedlar—it 

f commence, aud lies in the trunk 
utcast, The monarch recognises 

ives his crown, the law, 
authenticate its, evidence, 

founded upon it, and exists 

#1 and fishermen. 

mend it a8 

neral agent 

FE. Morton 
alifax, and 

ee ree 

be hoyels af the 

x 8 
elsewher © 

d sizpence, 
| he asco 

oa aul % and enforcing 
nd whether 

Jace where 
able for the fnised in all their 

s forth in 

cé. 
ow tie with us in. the| bi 

the expositions of its theology 
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it teaches. 

ken heart it is the healing balm, 

rest. 
ges their 

and sustains their endurance. 

home; and deep 

than conqueror. 

softest when resting upon it. 

other truths their 

man lives. 

it is now. 

highest souls, 

word cannot. 

of reverence to the sanctity of love, 

shall * know even as we are known,’ 

but it has also a wonderful history. 

ness, 

land then those of the New Testament. 

deript for upwards of 3,000 years, 
synagogue worshi 

clesiastes, &o. 

and do to this day, 

devise, everything was done to 
them from the slightest mistake. 

Ld 

—our hymns are the utterances of its re- | 

ligion—our prayers are the pleauings that 
) ~ It hails us when we are born, 

| and comforts ug when we die—it blesses us 

in the great changes of life, and guides us 
to their happiest issnes—it is to oar virtue 

\all its strength, and to our vice all its re. 
straint—in grief it is our solace, and it is 
the utterance of our joy—of the weary 
head it is the soothing pillow-—of the bro- 

Men find 
in it a synipathy with their deepest experi- 
ences, and rest on it their holiest hopes— 

they are not afraid to commit the present 
to its power, and the future to its promise, 
They receive alike its teachings of spiritual 
realities, of earthly duties, and of heavenly 

It chastens their pride, and emcoura- 
penitence ; it rebukes their un- 

holiness, and their rebelliousness cowers at 
its presence; it condemns their tyranny, 

It is the 
sinner's conscience, and the saint's law, the 
oppressor’s foe, and the mourner’s friend. 
Its teaching lies deep in the heart of the 
prodigal, the spell that is to bring him 

in the heart of the be- 

liever, the inspiration that makes him more 
Our life is happiest when 

we talk in its light—our dying pillow is 
It holds in 

its mighty grasp the fears, and hopes, and 
affections of half mankind. Other books 
have their changes, this remains the same; 

power and decay, but 

« the word of the Lord abideth for ever.” 
Ages, as they pass, only root it deeper in 
human hearts, and spread it wider over ku- 

To millions in eges past it has 

thus been prophet and lawgiver, counsellor, 

and friend, and never whs it so potent as 
The truths that have thus from 

the days of the patriarchs comforted the 
will suffice to the last. 

*Heaven and earth may pass away; God's 
Its silver cord is never 

loosed, its golden bowl is never broken, 
Multiplying centuries only add the a 

Still 
it rises upon the generations of men, their 
light and salvation, and will continue to do 
so until its lustre is lost in the glory to be 

revealed. Through it we now ‘know in 
part;” then, ‘in transcending even it, we 

Not 
only is this bodk wonderful in its influence 
and in its character—being at once intense- 
ly human in its utterances and sympathies, 
and transcendantly and palpably divine — 

Sub- 
ject to the conditions of other books, it 
was written in ordinary manuscripts, copied 
by ordinary men, deposited in fallible cus- 
tody, and has been translated and printed 
by men liable to mistake and unfaithful. 

Hence the science of biblical eviti- 
cism, and the blending of divine and human 
elements in its product, which biblical eriti- 
cism has to discriminate and harmonise, 
Having’ referred to the period of the un- 
writter word, when God's communications 
to man were by visions, angelic messengers, 
or directly composing the canon of the Old 

The 
| oldest books of the Bible existed in manu- 

When 
p was introduced, copies 

of the Beriptures were multiplied and pre- 
served in the synagogues in three grand di- 
sors Fonoby the Law, comprising the Penta- 
tateuch-—the Haphtavoth, cemprising the 
prophetical and historical books—and the 
Hagiographs, © comprising the devotional 
books, ‘such as the Psalms, Proverbs, Ee- 

These formed three sepa- 
rate parchment rolls in synagogue worship, 

The minute and imperative rules to be 
observed by the scribes in copying these 

preserve 

In 1530 a undertook the transla- 

most of the books of the Old, and of his’ 
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betrayal and violent death, Mr. Allon gave 
an interesting sketch. Subsequent trans- 
lations, and the persecuting edicts against 
reading the Bible issued in yariqus reigns, 
being rapidly passed over, the lecturer gave 
an account of the publication of the au- 
thorised version under James 1., and of the 
care exercised to secure its faithful render- 
ing. 

If the inspiration of the very words of 
Scripture be essential to its infallibility, 
where is the original autograph, or a verbal 
copy of it? Moreover, infallibility must 

fig to every translation that has 
5, and to every version now used. 

| ig only for the inspiration of its 
ideas, wé repose with certainty.upon the 
received text, and upon every faithful trans- 
lation of ‘it. 
the history of past translations of the Bible, 
look somewhat calmly and intelligently at 
the ‘question of a possible revision of our 
present authorised version’ 
Whether the time has come when a re- 

vision of eur English version could wisely 
‘be undertaken—who is to attempt it, and 
under what auspices, are questions, on the 
practicability and expediency of which 
good men may entertain different opinions; 
but, in the name of common sense and re- 
ligious tyuth, do not let us foreclose the 
whole subject by a cry of heresy, or by 
fanatically saying that we are contented 
with our version as it is, that we love even 
its defects, and protest against their being 
touched ; this is not an intelligent love for 
the Biblg—~it is a blind superstition. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Jottings by the way. No. 2. 

SCENERY AND LABOURS AT ANTIGONISH. 

Friday, 29th.—The impression is not ef- 
faced fo the mind 
visit to beautiful - with its ealm 
repose, embesomed in a valley of surpassing 

the lover of nature feasts on the prospect, 
and the soul bounds upward to the Creator 
of secnes ‘so wondrous fair.” If there are 
views of such surpassing loveliness iff this 

some peaceful stream, or the green slopes 
so attractive to the eye; if trees and flow- 
ers and these embowering shades, cause the 
finer feelings of the heart to luxuriate in 
the midst of so mueh beauty in this. dark 
world blighted by evil, what must be the 
emotions of redeemed spirits when contem- 
plating those ‘fields of living green” in 
the Paradise of God, which are not sullied 

interposes te obscure their living splendot. 

«0 land of rest for thee I sigh !” 

The 

which overspreads the wold, 
broods over this enchanting scene, 

likewise its architectural taste. 

thousand, whilst the 

nish. 

books were described by the lecturer, 850 {read the Latin and Greek text, then they 
far as human ingenuity and sagacity could | gave the construction of the words in their 

* 

May we not, in the light of 

oduced on a first 

beauty and romantic scenery. The eye of 

world—if to gaze upon the meandering of 

by the footsteps of sin, and where no- cloud 

pleasurable emotions awakened in 
the breast of the traveller soon experience 
a sad reagtion when he comes to pbserve 
the insignia of that vast system of error 

Popery 
Mag- 

nificent edifices indicate its strength and 
Sydney 

County contains a population of thirteen 
’rotestants number 

only three, this fact accounts for the ex- 

istence of so much Catholicism in Antigo- 

The College of St. Francis Xavier is af 
beautiful edifice, which is an ornament to 
the village. Three Professors are employed, 
with a President who teaches theology, 
We had an opportunity, through the kind. 
ness of Dv, Shults, an old acquaintance, a 
Prussian by birth, to hear his class of young 
men, reading Livy, Cicero and Xenophon, 
They are drilled pretty thoveughly, We 
remarked the peculiarity of the accent 
which was Italian. - The young men first 

order, then a free translation, even reciting 

1 reqebved cordial invitation to attend the | Oh 

public examination, and bidding my friend, 
the Doctor, ** Good morning, ’ 1 left pleased 
{with the interview. The College has a fine 
philosophical apparatus. = 

| Is there xo Conservative principle to 
leaven this dark mass of conscientious 
‘error? Is there no element to purify this 
‘moral poison besided unholy combinations 
among sectaries called Protestants? Is this 
| the way to teach the Papist we love his 
soul? May God preserve us from such 
folly! than- to array against each other 
those belonging to a common brotherhood, 
in deadly strife. NL : 

Protestantism is not the watchword: of 
Christianity. There may be a more tangi- 
ble aspect given to the superstition of the 
Catholic, but human nature is the same in 
both-—nay, within the paie of that church 
thus branded, may be found a self-denial, a 

separation from the world, which we look 
for in vain in other bodies whieh, with 
lordly arrogance, term themselves Protest- 
ants If thousands are given, from super- 
stitious motives, to gain Heaven, should 
not we give thousands to please God? Ii 
we see ascetic habits in the poor Trappist 
Monk, constraining him to rise at two in 
the morning, to perform his devotions, 
should not we perform similar duties, from 
higher motives? If Bisters eof Charity 
abound in deeds of love to the sick and 
dying, and Nuns live in seclusion from the 
world, to win heaven, should not we do ail 
these things, from the loftiest and purest 
principles ? 
Two Christian denominations occupy this 

field in conjunction with Roman Catholies, 
what have they dene towards upheaving 
the vast weight of moral darkness, brood- 
ing over the land ? There is a Presbyterian 
interest long presided aver by the Rev, 

| Thomas Trotter, a Mr. Honeyman now fills 
his place—an active man in Schools. Their 
lace of worship is old and shabby; a meat 
ittle Ba a y be seen in modest 
white, where Mr, rp a meek, modest 
man, officiates, deservedly esteemed by all 
as a man of Ged, Some progress has been 
made in having the House neatly pewed off. 
But Baptists in Antigonish must have more 
lave for souls, to go ahead, 

Saturday, visited two families, where, 
alas! I found a change since I was last 
here. Consumption, the destroyer, of the 
fairest flowers of mortal mould is busy. 
One has gone to her rest, another lies on 
his bed rapidly wasting away; another of 
the same family will apparently soon follow, 
but blessed be God all prepared. It is 
even pleasant to visit the chambers of those 
who are going home to know that they will 
be with Jesus in glory. O, my Saviour, 
prepare me, a poor worm of th® dus for 
that better land! 

Sabbath morning has come, with all its 
holy and hallowed ' associations, nature is 
smiling, and how calm, how still is every 
thing around me, nota whisper is to be 
heard in this peaceful dwelling, the soul 
looks upward to Christ and a restless feel- 
ing is experienced, preventing repose. May 
my poor services, O Jesus, be honoured of 
thee this day, thou knowest that I would 
seek to promote thy cause. The house was 
well filled, and the hearers attentive, but 

all is vain without the Spirit's power, some 
tearful eyes ave visible ; but nothing can 
be done without a travailing and praying 
spirit on the part of the Lord's people. 
hey should come to the house of God 
raying, and hear every word praying. And 
i should the preacher feel? Alas! how 
cold are our affections, A trembling fear 
is sometimes experienced; that we may be 
running when not sent; but, blessed be 
God, some scals may be found. ” 
Monday morning,~—A feeling of Monday- 

ishness (so called) is experienced after 
opr three times on the Lovd's-day, 
ut we must be up and doing. yo the 

e, What holiness, what deep piety, what 
entire consecration to God, what passion 

tion of the Scriptures from the {ance with these was most accurate,” every | fur souls, are sentiments which escape from 
cp dns cy and of his difficulties | inflexion of nouns, the paradigm of verbs, | the heart whilst reading the memoir of this 
‘and the opposi gaan ined obliging their tenses, and variations were thoroughly | remarkuble man. How few ministers ut 
him to take refuge at Antwerp), bie suc: [understood Next or, I never saw | the present day are like him, May Christ 
ees in translating the New Testament and | better drilling, no here, | baptize his servants afresh with the Holy 

ost. 


