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Bridgewater; | | property was scfzed,,an.d all the in’dulggnce
pahone Bay; Continwed: they could obtain was liberty to carry away
9 A;"“:‘,‘ Ny Youxe Friexv,, , | their moveables. They withdrew ‘into the
m;: & ln the year 1525 maty of ‘the Baptists foredts and there lived ‘as they could,’ wor-
:::'l.’;: t.h ook refuige i thél Netherlands, Hopiug to shipped God, and possessed their souls in
: e able to serve God . thére in quictness. patience. Hutter exhorted and comforted

= tbom They might have dene.so, pexhaps,if they th.e;“‘“ ;}: }:“ Je fh“"krt“:l “'::;:h(}:g; ﬂ?e
’d‘mﬁﬂ uld have refrained from preaching.the WS -, AL 39940 cou‘u . .lw )l' L
e plainly seen gospel, und had forborne to propagate then Pcrsocutmns and cruél exi ghﬁ)r! -
:oi':: re Aistinctive tenats. But that 'wds impos- ::;:;2 ﬁ;ﬁ:::cn;e?l?i:dﬁw&g dt ‘(:lfee:)t;-;:fs“::;‘
’ ible, iri i istignit 4 it i
i iy th;" “1"“, ﬂ‘: ‘S‘:Z'ttf)‘g : é’r(;m)l:ccitz;:fn:h{ your heavenly Father's approbation. ™ Thius
i y en y I g ,the | % _ -

word.” Nunibers listened, were com";ﬂ- did is people Terael suffer-in Tgypt, in
Holifas. 4 ke Yl B a3 PR Uthe desert, and in Babylon. | Thus have
 Nova Seotis. td, baptized, and joined. the pevsecuted ‘

wet, at Amsterdam, Antwerp, ‘Haarlem |{*P 0“1?8 and all the fallowars of the Lamb,
i B o other pluces:> Then:the hand-ofosp-]40Ma:iD Prisguay in. axile, iand. 18 parmesy-
tie # Christian iression was heavy upon them.  The Bnype- tions, some, 1 tormeants, in sufferings, and
B ot Charles 5, to whose paternal dominions 't“ "(‘l” ty r‘d;;ms. e“-’"’:‘l the f“?u?'.?{‘:he"

the Netherlands: belunged, directed ithat | 2T % A¥S passed the moro qiiekiy to
;5@!}96? the heretics should be treated with upspir- the paradise above. ; Sadness be far from

g severity, 'and that the Baptists shodld you ; put aside all grief and soprow, reflect
ESDAY be singled ‘ogt for special manifestations of how great the rewards awaiting you for the
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The Inquiry.
BY CHARLES MACKAY.

Tell me, ye winged winds,
That round my pathway soar, -
Do ye not know some spot '
W here mortals weep no more ?
Some lone and pleasant dell,
Some valley to the west,
Where. frée of toil and ‘pain,
The weary soul may rest;

fhe loud wind dwindled to a whisper low,
Aud sighed for pity as is answered, “ No.”

Tell me, thou mighty deep,
Whose billows round me play,
Knowest thou some favored spot,
Some island far away,
Where weary man mnﬁ fied
The bliss for which he sighs, |
Where sorrow. never lives,
And friendship never dies ?

The loud-waves, xolling in perpetual flow,
Sopped for a while, and sighed, to answer, © No.”

And thou, serenest moon,
That with such lovely fuce

-~ Does look uponp the earth,

Asleep in night’s embrace,
Tell me, in all thy round |

Hast thou net seen some spot
Where miserable man, .

Might find a happier lot ?

tind a cloud.the moon withdrew in woe,

Waved their bright wings, an

it

U Haarlem.

| 'll seen

Aud a voice, sweet, but sad, respon’dcd, * No.”

Tell me, my secret soul,

O tell me, Hope and Faith,
Is.there no resting-place

From sorrow, sin and death ?
Is there no kappy spot

Where mortals may be blest,
Where grief may find a balm

And weariness a rest?

Tiith, Hope and Loye, best boons to mortals

given,

in heaven.”

Bapiist Tfistory.

For the Christian Messenger.

ASERIES OF LEITERS TO A YOUNG

CHRISTIAN.
LETTER XXII,

The Reformation Period.
From A. D 1516 te A Do 1667.

Yengeance, The first martyr whose name
#recorded was ** We¥nken Claes’ daugh-
U, of Monickendam, a widow,”
Hrangled at the stake and then burmed;.at
e Hague, Nov. 20, 1527.
the place of execution '“*‘cheerfully, as if
tie Were going to a festival.”
vords were, ** I cleave to God,” (Martyr-
dlogy, i, 40-44).
‘slen and two others were put to death

‘ “Being bound to stakes with
s, and a fire being laid around them,
¥y were slowly roasted, till the marrpw
1 to oone from the bones of their
. 'They were thus burned and roasted | favour and

. Wwards, until death came to their'release’

She went

In the same year

DO D B i o
L&&’ﬂ"’ g)yidéx {that is, Sicke the tailo:
. Proper. name '

. being Freerk

s

d amwefed, ¥ Yes,

who was

‘to

child of God, according to the instructions
of Christ, seeking thus to live and to walk
in ‘obedience to his Maker. For this he
became a prisoner in bonds at Leenwarden
in Friesland, and experienced much suffer-
ing from the adversaries to the truth. And
since he could by no torments be brought
to apostatize, he was dt the same place
executed by the sword, displaying great
firmness. bearing testimony %o the true
faith, and confirming it by his death and
L blood . #: %, * His sentence is thus re-
corded -ih' the Criminal Sentence-Book of
the Court of Friesland:— Sicke Freerks,
on this20th March, 1581, is condemned
by the'Court to be executed with the sword :
his body shall be laid on the wheel, and
his head set upon a stake, because he has
been ‘re-baptized, and ‘perseveres in  that
baptism’ "’ (Ibid. p. 136).

In' 1582, three were burned at the
Hague. They were * fastened with chains
to stakes, and a great fire having been
made around them, they were roasted till
they éxpired.” = At Amsterdam, * nine
men were taken out of their beds by night,
upon'' suspic¢ion of ana-baptism, hurried
away to the Hague, and after they bad
bedn imprisoned ‘a fortnight, were there
beheaded by ovder of the emperor. = Their
bodies were buried, bat their heads put in-
to'a’herring barrel and sent'to Amsterdam,
where they were set upon stakes' (Ibid. p.
183, '184). By edicts published in the
following year all persons were forbidden

and-obstinate Baptists, that is, those who

the utmost penalty of the law.

weént on.

'be no safety but.in emigration.

Moravia,

fofce to carry the order irto. effect.

afflictions ye vow endure.”., .

the name of God and for the

Moravia, baving assembled

honoured ruler o

well - known to you.

is faith, a8 a wbonuhiqnwwﬁvéi verbal answer, and wow we reply

-

to harbour Baptist' preachers in Holland;

refased to recant, were doomed to suffer
In obedi-
ande to these edicts_the work of cruelty

The persecution was so fierce in Ger- |
many and Switzerland that there seemed to | tiongdraw near, and will come upon them
In the i Sh»

‘yéar 1580 many thousands of Baptists, in-

. 'rgbitants of the T'yrol, Switzerland, Austria,
Styria, and Bavaria, emigrated under the
leadership of Jacob Hutter, and settled in
They bought farms, erected
I'places of worship, and enjoyed for'a time
great ‘prosperity, spiritually and temporally.
‘Many otheér exiles joined fhem, eo that
their numhors ‘were continually increased.
L Butin 1555 Ferdinand, King of Bohemia,
ordered their expulsion, and sent a military
Their

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, WEDNESBAY, JULY 8, 1857.

in writing: viz, that we have forsaken the
world, an unholy life, and all imquity
We believe in Almighty God, and in his
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who will pro-
tect us henceforth and for ever in ‘every
peril, and to whom we have devoted our
entire selves, our life, and all that we pos-
sess, to keep his commandments, and to
forsake all unrighteousness and sin. There-
fore we are persccuted and despised by the
whole world, and robbed of all our pro-
perty, as was done aforetime to the holy
rophets, and even to Christ himself. By
ing Ferdthand, the prince of darkness,
that eruel tyrant and enemy of divine truth
and rightcousness, many of our brethren
have been slaugh.ered and put to death
without mercy, our property seized, our
fields and homes laid waste, ourselves
drivem into exile, and most fearfully per-
sccuted.

* After these things we came into Mora-
via, pnd here for some time have dwelt in
quietness.and tranquility, under thy pro-
tection. We have injured no one, we have
occupied ourselves in heavy toil, which all
men; ean  testify, Notwithstanding, wita
thy permission, we are driven by force from
our ;possessions and gur homes. We are
now.in the desert, in.woods, and under the
open; canopy of heaven; but this we

tiently endure, and praise God that we are
counted worthy to suffer for his name.
Yeti for your. sakes we grieve that you
shqild thus wickedly deal with the ciilv
' dred of God. The righteous are called to
suffér ; but alas ! woe, woe to all those whe:
witout reason persecute us_for the cansa

aud',po great injuries, and drive us from
thesd as dogs and brute beasts, Their
destruction, punishments, and condemna-

ip, tgrror and dismay, both iu this life, and
thaf which is to come.” For God will-re
quire at their hands the ipnocent blood
which they have shed, and  will ‘erribly
vindicate his saints according to the words
of the prophets.

¢« And now that you have with violence
bidden us forthwith to depart into exile,
let this be our answer. We. know net
any place where we may secyrely live; nor

hunger-and fear. If we turn to the terri-
tories of this or that sovereign, everywhere
we find an’ enemy
fall into the jaws of tyrants amd robbers,
like sheep before the ravening wolf and the
raging lion, ~ With us are many widows,

C Jacob Hiutter's letter to the Marshal ‘of
Moravia, . written in ‘the name of the
brethiven, is worthy of an imperishable re-
cord. I will copy it entire, that you may
see what manner,of men the Baptists of|gupnort our wives, widows, orphans, and
Her last| the-sixteenth century were.
* We brethren—who love God and his
Jan | word. the true witnesses of our Lord Jesus
Christ, banished from many countries for
: cause of divine
truth, and bave hither come to the land
together and
abode under your jurisdiotion, through the
proteéction of the Most High
‘God, t0 Wwhom alone beé praise, honour,
and laud for i we beg you' to know,
‘ Moravia, .that your offi-
U8 proper. mame. beiog Kreerks) was be. | cors have come unto us, and have deli

at Leenwarden in 1681, He ‘had|your message snd command, as in

;‘!:O;ivoé ‘Christian baptism on confession

ered | [wort

and Labes in their eradles, whose parents
that most eruel tyrant and enemy of divine
ivighteousness, - Ferdinand, gave to the
sluughter, and whose property he seized.
These widows, and orphans, and sick chil-
dren, pommitted to our charge by God, and
‘whom the Almighty hath commarded us
to feed, to clothe, to cherish, and to sup-
ply all their nee ', who eannot journey with
us, nor; unless otherwise provided for, can
long' live,~=these, we dare not abandon.
We may not overthrow QGod's law to ob-
serve man's law, althongh it cost gold, and
body, and life. Om their account we can-
not depart; bat rather than .they should

even to the shedding of our blood. Be-
sides, here we have houses and farms, the
property that we have gaived by the sweat

Land men are Our just possession: to sell
them’ we need time and delay.

children, of whom we have a great num-
ber, lest they die of hunger.
in the broad forest, and if God will, with-
out hurt.

done; in peace and tranguillity.  'We de-

r than

of diwine truth, and inflict.upon us so many ,to remain, or whether we must go. 3
be, done; you shall see that no difficulty,

can we any lenger dare here to remain for |

If we go forward, we}

suffer injury we will endure any extremity, |

_ Of this
property we have urgent need in order to

Now we lie

Let but our own be restored to
us, and we will live as we have hitherto

sire to molest no one, nor to prejudice our
foes,” not even Ferdinand the King. Our
manner of life, our customs and conversa-
tion, are known evérywhere to all.  Rather
than Wrong any man of a single penny, we
-wouh!‘g%i the loss of a hundred gulden,
' tiventy pence sterling each]and

A : t ¢ ‘our  enewy with the| Hen
Already bave we|band, much less with sword, or spear, or

and surrender life. We carry no wé&po’ﬁ;

neither spear ‘mor gun, as is clear as the
open day; and they who say that we have
gone forth by thousands to fight; they lie,
and impiously traduce us to our rulers!
We complain' of this injury before God and
man, and grieve that the number of the
viftuous is so small. We would that all
the world were as we are, and that we
would bring and convert all men to the
same belief; then should all war and un-
righteousness have an end. :
“*We answer further: that if ‘driven
from ‘this lrnd there remains no refuge far
us,"unless God shall show us some special
place whither -to flee. We cannot go.
This land, and all that therein is, belongeth
to the God of heaven: and if we weore to
give a promise to depart, perhaps we should
not be able to kéep it; for we are in the
hand of God, who does with us what he
will. By him we were brought hither,
and ‘peradventute he would have ua here
and not elsewhere to dwell, to try our faith
and our constancy by persecutions and ad-
versity. ; But if it should appear to be’ his
will that we depart hence, since we are per-
secuted and driven away, then will we even
without your - comwand, net tardily but
with alacrity, go whither God shall send -
us. Day and night we pray unto him that
he will;guide our steps to the place where
he would have us dwell. We cannot and
dare n?f‘ withstand his holy will; nor 18 it
possible for you, however much you miay
strive, Grant ume but a brief space; por-

adventure our Heavenly Father will make

known to us his will, whéther we are here
L this

however great it may be, shall deter us
from the faith, ‘ :
“ Woe, Wae! unte you, O ye Morayian
rulers, who have sworn to that crugl tyrant
and ememy of God’s truth, Ferdinand, to
drive away his pious and Taithful ser-
vants. Woe! we say unto you, who fear

living, omnipotent, and eternal God, and
chase from you, suddenly and inhwlj,
the children of God, the afflicted, 'ﬁi‘&g,,
the desolate orph;nu‘, and scatter them a-
broad, Not with impunity will yp?p this;
your oaths will not excuse you, or afford
you any subterfuge, Thesame punishment
and torments that Pilate endured will over-
take you, who, unwilling to erucify the
Lord, yet from fear of Ceesar adjudged him
to death, God, by the mouth of thegro
phet, proclaims that he will feirfu"%nﬁd
terxibly avenge the shedding of innocent
bloed, and will not pass by such as fear
not to pollute snd contaminate their hands
therewith. .  Therefore great slaughter,
much misery and anguish, sorrow and ad-
versity, yea, everlasting groaning, pain, and
torment, are_ daily appointed you. "The
Most High w:ll lift his hand- against you,
now and eternally. This we announce to
you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;
fop yerily it will not tarry, and shortly yo
shall see that we have told you nothing but
the truth of God, in the name of our Lord
Jesus. Christ, and are witnesres against
you, and against all who sct at nought his
commandments. We beseech you to for-
sake iniquity, and to turn lo the Iiving God
with weeping and lamentation, that you
may escape all these woes. ko

of our brow. Which i the wight ‘of -QGed{--- .o eaxnestly entreat you, suhmissively

and with prayers, that you take in.,gpyd
part all these our words. For we testify
and speak what we know, and have leamnt
to be true in the sight of God, Wg speak
from a pure mind filled with the love of
God, and from that true christian affection
which we follow alter before God and men.
Farewell” (Ibid. p, 149-153).

The oppressor was melted for onge.
The order was recalled, and the Daptists
enjoyed peate and freedom for soe time
longer. .x0::
" ‘Wherever the Reformation prewailed,
‘Baptist sentiments sprung vp with it. - Bo
it ' was in England. In 1828, seven Dutch
Baptists were dotocted and impritoned ;
two of them were burned, In 15634, when

Eng:?ch Churchy he issued two Mug:

more that frail and mortal man tbn’tl\e '
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