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: viz, that we have forsaken the 

world, an unholy life, and all imquity 
We believe in Almighty God, and in his 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who will pro- 
tect us henceforth and for ever in ‘every 
peril, and to whom we have devoted our 

entire selves, our life, and all that we pos- 
sess, to keep his commandments, and to 
forsake all unrighteousness and sin. There- 
fore we are persecuted and despised by the 
whole world, and robbed of all our pro- 
perty, as was done aforetime to the holy 

rophets, and even to Christ himself. By 
ing Ferdtand, the prince of darkness, 

that eruel tyrant and enemy of divine truth 
and righteousness, many of our brethren 
have been slaugh.ered and put to death 
without mercy, our property seized, our 
fields and homes laid waste, ourselves 
drivem into exile, and most fearfully per- 
sccuted. 

* After these things we came into Mora- 
via, pnd here for some time have dwelt in 

quietness and tranquility, under thy pro- 
tection. We have injured no one, we have 
occupied ourselves in heavy toil, which all 
men; ean testify, Notwithstanding, wits 
thy permission, we are driven by force from 
our possessions and our homes, We are 
now in the desert, in. woods, and under the 
open, canopy of heaven; but this we 
tiently endure, and praise God that we are 
counted worthy to suffer for his name. 
Yeti for your. sakes we grieve that you 
shad thus wickedly deal with the hil: 
dred of God. The righteous are called to 
suffér ; but alas! woe, woe to all those whe: 
without ‘reason persecute us for the sansa 

in writing 

and@so great injuries, and drive us from 
thegd as dogs and brute beasts, Their 
atin, punishments, and condemna- 
 tiongdraw near, and will come upon them 
n gr and dismay, both iu this life, and 
thal which is to come.” For God will-re 
quire at their hands the ipnocent blood 
which they have shed, and will ‘erribly 
vindicate his saints according to the words 
of the prophets. 

+« And now that you have with violence 
bidden us forthwith to depart into exile, 
let this be our answer. We. know net 
any place where we may securely live; nor 

hunger-and fear. If we turn to the terri- 
tories of this or that sovereign, everywhere 
we find an’ enemy 
fall into the jaws of tyrants amd robbers, 
like sheep before the ravening wolf and the 
raging lion, ~ With us are many widows, 
and Labes in their eradles, whose parents 
that most cruel tyrant and enemy of divine 
ivighteousness, Ferdinand, gave to the 
slaughter, and whose property he seized. 
These widows, and orphans, and sick chil- 
dren, pommitted to our charge by God, and 
‘whom the Almighty hath commarded us 
to feed, to clothe, to cherish, and to sup- 
ply all their nee ', who cannot journey with 
us, nor; unless otherwise provided for, can 
long’ live,~= these, we dare not abandon. 
We may not overthrow God's law to ob- 
serve man's law, although it cost gold, and 
body, and life. Om their account we can- 
not depart; bat rather than they should 

of divine truth, and inflict. upon us so many to remain, or whether we must go. 3 

be, done; you shall see that no difficulty, 

can we any lenger dare here to remain for! 

If we go forward, we} 

suffer injury we will endure any extremity, | 

and surrender life. We carry no weapoti, 
neither spear ‘mor gun, as is clear as the 
open day; and they who say that we have 
gone forth by thousands to fight; they lie, 
and impiously traduce us to our rulers! 
We complain’ of this injury before God and 
man, and grieve that the number of the 
viftuous is so small. We would that all 
the world were as we are, and that we 
would bring and convert all men to the 
same belief; then should all war and un- 
righteousness have an end. : 
“We answer further: that if ‘driven 

from ‘this rnd there remains no refuge far 
us, unless God shall show us some special 
place whither to flee. We cannot go. 
This land, and all that therein is, belongeth 
to the God of heaven: and if we wore to 
give a promise to depart, perhaps we should 
not be able to keep it; for we are in the 
hand of God, who does with us what he 
will. By him we were brought hither, 
and ‘peradventute he would have ua here 
and not elsewhere to dwell, to try our faith 
and our constancy by persecutions and ad- 
versity. ; But if ig should appear to Bo’ his 
will that we depart hence, since we are per- 
secuted and driven away, then will we even 
without your - command, net tardily but 
with alacrity, go whither God shall send 
us. Day and night we pray unto him that 
he will; guide our steps to the place where 
he would have us dwell. We cannot and 
dare ag4, withstand his holy will; nor is it 
possible for you, however much you may 
strive, Grant ume but a brief space; por- 
adventure our Heavenly Father will make 
known to us his will, whether we are here 

Lf this 

however great it may be, shall deter us 
from the faith, | 
“ Woe, Woe! unite you, O ye Morayian 

rulers, who have sworn to that cruel tyrant 
and enemy of God's truth, Ferdinand, to 
drive away his pious and Taithful ser- 
vants. Woe! we say unto you, who fear 

living, omnipotent, and eternal God, and 
chase from you, suddenly and inhumaaly, 
the children of God, the afflicted, widow, 
the desolate orphans, and scatter them a- 

broad, Not with impunity will ye do this; 
your oaths will not excuse you, or afford 
you any subterfuge, The same punishment 
and torments that Pilate endured will over- 
take you, who, unwilling to erucify the 
Lord, yet from fear of Cesar adjudged him 
to death, God, by the mouth of the pro- 
phet, proclaims that he will orn fen 
terribly avenge the shedding of innocent 
bloed, and will not pass by such as fear 
not to pollute snd contaminate their hands 
therewith. , Therefore great slaughter, 
much misery and anguish, sorrow and ad- 
versity, yea, everlasting groaning, pain, and 
torment, are daily appointed you. "The 
Most High will lift his hand" against you, 
now and eternally. This we announce to 
you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
fon yerily it will not tarry, and shortly yo 
shall see that we have told you nothing but 
the truth of God, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus. Christ, and are witnesses against 
you, and against all who sct at nought his 
commandments. We beseech you to for- 

more that frail and mortal man than the 

_Jengeance, ‘The first martyr whose gagel™ "0" @® FE TERE 
# recorded was * WeSnken Claes’ dana [Jacob Hutter's letter to the Marshal ‘of | of our brow, which in" the sight of God" 

“Ur, of Monickendam, a widow,” 
Hrangled at the stake and then burmed;.at 
the Hague, Nov. 20,1527. : | 
the place of execution “cheerfully, as iff see what manner, of men. the Baptists of}gupnort our wives, widows, orphans, and 
Wie Were going to a festival.” 
words were, ** I cleave to God,” (Martyr- 
dlogy, i, 40-44). 
‘slen and two others were put to death 

“Being bound to stakes with 
los, and a fire being laid around them, 
y were slowly roasted, till the marrpw 

1 tg ooze from the bones of their 
. They were thus burned and roasted | favour and 

 Wwards, until death came to their release’ 

at 

I Te oi. % eke ‘Sogier (IBaE fy Bek the’ tale 
8 proper. mame | loli 
Meaded ab Leepwarden in 1631. He had| your message and command, as in 

“Yeeeived Christian baptism on confession 1 know 
of bis faith, as a token of being a rogéneratc | given a verbal answer, and now we reply 

In the same 

Haarlem. 

being Freerk 

Les 

She went to 

sake iniquity, and to turn lo the living God 

with weeping and lamentation, that you 
may escape all these woes. 

» We earnestly entreat you, sphmissivaly 
and with prayers, that you take in god 

part all these our words. For we testify 
and speak what we know, and have learnt 
to be true in the sight of God, Wg speak 
from a pure mind filled with the love of 
God, and from that true christian affection 
which we follow after before God and men. 
Farewell” (Ibid. p, 149-153). 
The oppressor was melted for onge. 

The order was recalled, and the Baptists 
enjoyed poate and freedom (or some time 
longer. x0: & dl 
‘Wherever the Reformation prevailed, 

‘Baptist sentiments sprung vp w it. Bo 
it was in England. In 1828, seven Dutch 
Baptists were dotocted and impritoned ; 

even to the shedding of our blood. Be- 
sides, here we have houses and farms, the 

afflictions ye vow endure.” property that we have gained by the sweat 

who was { Moravia, written in ‘the name of theland men are our just possession: to sell 

brethren, ig. worthy of an imperishable re-| them’ we need time and delay. Of this 
cord. I will copy it entire, that you way |property we have urgent need in order to 

Her last| the sixteenth century were. children, of whom we have a great num- 
ber, lest they die of hunger. Now we lie 
in the road forest, and if God will, with- 
out hurt. Let but our own be restored to 
us, and we will live as we have hitherto 
done, in peace and tranquillity. We de- 
sire to molest no one, nor to prejudice our 

| foes,” not even Ferdinand the King. Our 
protéction of ‘the Most High | manner of life, our customs and conversa 

‘God, to whom alone be praise, honour, | tion, are known everywhere to all. Rather 
and laud for ever, we beg you to know, |than Wrong any man of a single penny, we 
honoured ruler of Moravia, that your offi- | would suffer the loss of a hundred gulden, | 

) was be. | cers have come unto us, and have delivered | [worth twenty pence sterling cach ]'and | two of them were burned, In 1534, when 
indeed is [sooner than “strike ‘our enemy with the| Henry 8. assumed the headship of the 

Already have we hand, much ‘less with sword, or spear, or| English Church; he issued two proclama- 
| liatbert, ws the world does, we would die {tiuns against heretics. The first referveid. 

* We brethren—who love God and his 
word, the true witnesses of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, banished from many countries for 
the name of God and for the cause of divine 
truth, and bave hither come to the land 
Moravia, baving assembled. together and 
abode under your jurisdiction, through the 

year Jan 

well known to you. 
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