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“ing sentiments—is indeed a g 

| It is sfitting season, therefore, to call your attention to the 

”
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200 
among Churchmen and Dissenters. ~The old barriers which, 
formerly existed—the feeling which regarded ‘Dissenters as schis- 
matics and religious quacks—have been weakened of late years, 

considerably. But for an_ Archbishop himself to take the: initi- 

ative—to_ personally invite co-workers with him, though of differ- 
step. God's blessing be on the 

good old Primate, and all who; with him--arrayed though they 
be “in lawn, broad cloth or fustian—strive to unite Christians of 
every land together, in one fraternal alliance! 

: : (Remainder next week.) 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

T'o the Churches composing the Central Nova Scotia Baptist As- 

socatian. 

DEAR BRETHREN, p* : 

The year which has now closed has been distinguished by much 

mercy. In many of the churches an extraordinary blessing has 

rested on the preaching of the gospel, and great numbers have 

believed and turned to the Lord. Backsliders, too, have been 

restored, slumberers aroused, and languishing ones quickened in- 

to new life. ; 

obligations connected with church fellowship, awd to point out 

the various methods by which individual believers may advance 

the interests of the churches to which they belong. 

‘The Lord Jesus hae established Christianity on a social basis. 

It is at once the religion of the individual heart and of holy com- 

{remove stambling-blocks. Bear with their weakness. and mis- 

CHE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
away they will be in imminent peril of getting into a cold, for- 
mal gtate. How shall this be prevented ? You must not, breth- 

ren, impose the duty exclusively on your Pastors. . They are in 

most cases overtasked already, and compelled "to be too long ab- 

sent from their studies. But be that as it may, your exertions 

are flo imperatively required, and you have opportunities for 

the exercise of christian influence which the ministers of the gos- 

pel do not possess ; besides whic!i, these objects of solicitude are 

ever among you, and always within reach. Watch over them, 

we entreat you, with anxious care. Despise not the rade con- 

ception or the stammering tongue. Affect no surprise at their 

‘ignorance. Assist them in their inquiries after truth. Kindly 

takes. TImitate Him who did not * break the bruised reed nor 

quench the shoking flax.” 

In order to the accomplishment of thesc purposes, itis desir- 

able that christians should-frequently assemble for free conference 

and prayer. On such oceasions the word of God may be jointly 

oxamined, interesting questions discussed, cases of conscience 

considered, and such assistance administered as will tend to en- 

kindle holy emotions and confirm holy habits. Such meetings 

are indispensable whenever the pastor is nseessarily absent on 

the Lord’s day. They are also eminently conducive to the deve- 

lopement of gifts for usefulness, 

Thirdly, we have to request you to consider the importance of 

individual and united effort. Some persons greatly misunder- 

stand the design of church union. They seem to think that it is 

DEAR BRETHREN, : 

conclusion to tender to you my resignation. Knowing your isolated 
position, and from that fearing lest it may be some months before 
you may get a minister, J feel sorry to leave you. Bat there is 
consolation in the thought that God never forsakes his people, 

the rememberance of which will always be refreshing. I shail 

still be especially interested in those dear young people whom | 

bave Jed down into the baptismal waters.  O brethren, carefully 

- 
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After mature and pragerfal deliberation, 1 'bve come fo the 

1 have enjoyed many happy and delightful seasors with you, 

watch over the lambs of the flock, they will need all your care. 
" Qur parting, dear Brethren, is but for a short time, w few yearsat 
most, and then if we love God and are the called according to His 

purpose, all things will work together for our good, and we shail 

be re-united ‘where parting is no more known. While we 
are here in the body, dear Brethren, I would fain occupy a place 

in your affections. Be assured you will in mine, Though absent 
in the body, 1 will be present “in the Spirit” —* joying and be 

holding your order and the steadfastness of ‘your faith in Christ, 
Let us bear each other on our arms of faith whenever we approach 

the throne of heavenly grace ; and then 

Around one common merey-seat.” 

“« Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to. 
do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight 

« Though sundered far, by faith 'we'l¥ medt® ~ a 

“its necessary concomitant, and neither can be fully developed un- 

bination. The former is necessary to the latter. We must be 

¢¢ in Christ’ before we can lawfully belong to the church ; and 

whoever is ** in Christ” ‘ought to join the church. Christian 

duty ean be but partially discharged, and christian priyilege can- 

not be half enjoyed, by the solitary believer. ‘When the love of 
: : \ in whic i i i duty. The : 12 pede the] { the brethren will be | 2FmY, in which every soldier has his appropriate A 

God is shed abroad in the heart Ths Jove 9 AFL) church is likened to a body, in which every member is of use. 

Spiritual health and prosperity can only be enjoyed when activity 

is the recognised order. 

large amount of talent is suffered to run to waste. Christians 

whose energies might be usefully employed, under proper direc- 

tion, content themselves with indolent occupancy of their places, 

and as a consequence full into a state of spiritual lethargy and 

disease ; while the hands of the pastors are enfeebled and their 

hearts distressed, for want of co-operation. 

less, in obedience to the Saviour’s appointment, hi servants form 

christian societies. 

The first outpouring of the Spirit was characterised in this 

manner. Those who believed ¢* were together’’; they ¢* continu- 

ed daily with onc accord in the temple, and broke bread from 

house to house’; they were *¢ of one heart and one soul.” And 

as fast as men and women were converted they ** essayed,” like 

Saul, * to join themselves to the disciples.”” There was no neu- 

trality in those days. ‘The sect of the ** borderers’” had not come 

into existence. ; 

The letters of the apostles furnish very express teachings on 

this subject. Christians are instructed to view church fellowship 

as connected with pleasures, rights, and obligations ; the plea- 

sures are to-be enjoyed, the rights maintained, and the obliga- 

tions fulfilled. These three things are inseparably jointd to- 

gether. We cannot expericnee the pleasures of the spiritual 

union unless we guard its rights from infringement, and con- 

scientiously discharge our respective duties. In other words, it 

is with the church as it ‘is with the individual believer ; happi- 

ness is linked with obedience, and that obedience has respect to 

all the Lord's commandments. The Sayiour has said, If a man 

Jove me, he will keep my words; and my Father will love him, 

and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”’ 

We have obeyed the Master's orders. ‘We have been baptized 

into * the name of the Fatlior, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.” We have become members of the church of God. We 

have entered into solemn contract with each other. - What are 

its terms and conditions? 

being planted in a nursery ground, to be tended and taken care 

of. So it is: but that is not all the truth. 

school, in which all" have something to learn. 

workshep, in which all have s)mething to do. The church is an 

matter. 

many families in your neighbourhood which are still destitute of 

of your religious influence? May not some of them be already 

The Shinkeh Wal? 
The church is a 

We fear that in most of our churches a 

Brethren, * suffer the word of exhortation’’ in regard to this 

Is there not mueh work yet to be done? Are there not 

the saving knowledge of the truth? Are you not all acquainted 

with unconverted persons, who may be brought within the range 

inquiring, and longing for a christian friend, to teach them the 

way of the Lord more perfectly ? Is it not probable that many 

plans may yet be devised for the developement of the. chureh’s 

power and resources? Ought we not to be as desirous. to do 

good as to get good? And would it not tend to the general wel- 

fare if at our church meetings there were not only expressions of 

christian feeling, but consultations respecting christian effort, | 

and allotments of labour, suitéd to each one's qualifications and 

opportunities? 
There is one department of christian effort to whieh it may be 

proper that we should refer more particularly. It is connected 
with the right use of property. When we gave ourselves to the 

Saviour we inctudéd in the surrender all we then had, and all 

that he should at any time ‘entrust to us. He expects us to be 

In the first place, we arc bound to regular attendance at the 

meetings of the church for the worship of God and for purposes 

of church fellowship. This is so obvious that it cannot require 
explanation or enforcement. The society will fall to pieces if 

this duty be not constantly regarded. 1ts very existence depends 

on the punctual performance of the duty. Whenever the church 

meets, all its members are under obligation to be present, unless 

hindered by providential circumstances. The healthy state of 
the soul will appear in the effort to remove hindrances out of the 
way, that the path to the church may be open and unobstructed. 

Slight excuses for non-attendance will not be allowed to prevail. 
He who would encounter a storm in attending to his worldly 
business will not suffer a shower of rain to detain him from the 

house of the Lord. 
We may remind you, in the second place, brethren, that mu- 

tual edification is the grand olject of church fellowship. 
are members one of another.” 

Bat this is not all. 

the mutual obligations of christians are neglected. 
something more to do than to fill our places and listen to sermons 
in which some seem to think that the whole duty” of church 
“members is comprised. The ‘minister cannot think for ue—nor|it may be we have unconsciously indu 

We owe duties to one another which feel for us—now aet for us. 

none but ourselves can discharge. Banded together for the pro 

motion and inexease of godliness, our several gifts are to be con 
secrated to the general good. 

materially aid each other, .and secure the advancement of 
strong-hearted piety. This is no human theory. 
own arrangement. 

of ev . maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of standard ean be set up. No other rule ean be regarded. Wo are 

Fes ie : / HIRE O71 bound to observe all that it commands, and to abstain 

Wemay here make a special reference to the youngér members pe ie ill ey Lom peo) ray Lage d Wy 
of the churches. In seasons of revival many join us whose {we shalf*e | 
knowledge of the truth is very scanty, and in whom the rudi-|Wi* 
ments of christian character are but just beginning to show them-| 0 | 
solves, They need careful training. Difficulties, doubts, andq 4), 

“é Ye 

The ordinances of the gospel are 

to be regularly observed, and the advantages attendant on the 

instructions of a faithful ministry should be prized and improved. 
The blessings that would otherwise follow 

ministerial fidelity will be withheld or but partially realized if require the application of our Lord's rule, Matth. 18. 15-17, in 
We have all cases of 

The stxong ean sapport the weak, | cond . 
the better informed can instruct the ignorant, and all can con- dignity of our calling, so that, wherever we mre, and whatever 
tribate’in some way to the profit of all, ‘By free interchange of engaged in, wa muy not forget thay we profes to beloag fo God's 

thought and brotherly conference on things divine, we may 

It is Christ's 
He is the Head, and from Him * the whole 

body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
Joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure 

faithful, and he will one day ** take account of his servants.’ 

The support of the pastor liberally provided for and punctually 
paid®*(and liberality, be it remembered, is justice, and punctuality 
a duty,) together with the expense necessarily incurred in carry- 
ing on the worship of God, constitute a standing demand in every 
church. These claims, and all other claims of the cause of God, 
will be easily met if every Christian man shall resolve to contri- | 
bute, honestly, conscientiously, and proportionally, ** ns God has 
prospered him,” 

' Finally—permit us to offer a remark or two on the preserva- 
tion of church purity. This, too, is the concern of every mem- 
ber. If brotherly love be ambroken, and holy consistency be 
maintained, the church will be in a healthy state. A diseased 
condition results from failure in one or both respects, and that 
may be traced to previous personal declension. Hence the im- 
pe 0 of unremitting effort for the attainment of fervid piety. 

'e should jealously guard against whatever may tei to chill 
the ardour of the soul, or pn laxity of deportinent. When 
converts are ope into the churches they should he taught to 
take a high stand from the beginning, utterly renbuncing the 
world’s code of morals, and the world’s follies and frivolities. 
The law of love is to prevail among the members of the church, 
and the law of holiness in regard to ** those that are without.” 

Let us see to it that we wateh the commencement of strife, and 

nisl offence. Let us recognise the duty of wmu- 
tual caution and warning, and account that brother or sister our 

+ | best friend, who faithfully points out a danger which we may 
not see, or reproves us for the evil, or thea rance of evil whi 

+ Let us have confi- 
dence in one another, giving credit always for pure motives and 
good intentions. Let all men see and know that we bave not 
only forsaken the vices of the world but its vanities, and that we 

- lare w.lking-through it as *“ strangers and sojourners.”’ Let our 
conduct as members of the church of Christ eomorpt with the 

*‘ chosen generation’ —his ** roya 
tion" —his *¢ liar people.” And if there be any * root of 

a | bitterness,” or disorderly behaviour, or unholy deportment, let 
the rod of discipline be promptly applied, that the evil may be 
gab Away. and the righteousness of the christian profession vindi- 
pas 

priesthood’’—his ** holy na- 

All this is demanded of us as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
His word is the lawbook in the affairs of the church. No other 

end many will say, *“ We 
is w Si 

men.” 

April 8th, 1857. 

with the * great .mpo 
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“dungers will beset thera, When the first fervours have passed! A 
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REPLY. 

Joux L. IxGranawm, 7 
Lacuranx McDoNALD, 
Wirniam S. 

Your labors have riot been 

bout to leave us, May the Great 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be Glory for ever and ever, 

«I rewain dear Brethren your's in Christ, 
RoBerT R. Pure, 

Dear Brother,—In reply to your resignation tendered tous - 
some weeks since, we would desir e to express to you our high 

esteem of your labours of love amongst us. : 

We cannot but feel that the great wor 
sim. Your Chrisiian deportment during your residence amongst 
us, leads us to feel that you bave learned of Him who was * meek 

and lowly of heart.” 5 
When we contrast the state of the Church with what it was on 

your arrival.-—we fiel that we cannot be too thaukful to the kind 
friends in Nova Scotia, for sending, and the sacrifice you have 
made in taking up your abode with us 
in vain.—18 have been added to the Church, 17 by oaptism and 1 

by letter. You enjoy our confidence and that of the community 
al large. 
Now, Dear Brother, as you are a 

Head of the Church be with vou and bless you ; ‘give you souls for 

vour hire, and seals to your ministry so that when Christ cometh 

the second time without sin unto Salvation, He way give you the 
welcome sentence—* Good and faithful servant enter iuto the joy 

ol your Lord.” \ 

k of your Master is your 

- Deacons. 
Harr, ) 

For the Christinn Messenger. 

Notes of a Tour in the United States. 

RAILROADS— EDUCATION—ALBANY, 

Mg. Epitox, 

Having explored to a limited extent the ¢ 
York, 1 proceeded to Afbany by the Hudson River Railroad— 
on the west side of the river from which it derives its name, It is 

150 miles in length, connecting the cities of Albany and Troy, 
tum of the Stat.” 

$7,000,000, and is said to be inferior to none in the Union. The 

trains are drawn by horses from the startin 
street to the 31s, street, where they are exc 
locomotive. which flies off with a speed scarcely credible, and throws 
the poor horses entirely into the shade. 

‘There are situated on the banks of this beautiful river a large 
number of cities, towns, and villages, of considerable nute, aud 
about which much of interest migh® be said ; but spac 

Many of them are laia out with 
considerable taste, the buildings of a superior order of architecture, 

and copiously supplied with manufactories of vari: ws des Tipton 
with everything around them indicative of industry, prosperity, and 

of them. 

prayerful efforts, are exerting a vast influence for bi 

wany places are making the enewy of all righteousness to Tei 
It is truly a gratifying reflection that mw a a 

50 distinguished for every species of iniquity, there are mahy res 
distinguished not less for thorough, devp-toned piety; than fof he 
most exalied and munificent christian li 3 od 

‘There is one thing especially which the traveller in this cou 

I vefer to its magnificent system of 
busticates, Academies, and Schools of 8 $4poriy 

order—in active and efficient operation in every part of the oh 
They are governed by a system which places them within t 
reach 7! the Frame part of the youth of the vga): 
sons and ’ daughters of the rest peasant may 
level with those of the most arse citizens, kere poverty hs - 

power to doom a young man of promise to a lil of ignorance & 
nee a reso Foils 

hi. 
ite those 

bac ae : Bat to 

possess talent and energy, and evi 
mination to advance, nothing can successfully op 
there may ‘be connected with such a system ; 
evils it cannot fuil to elevate the country where it exists. LC 
roceed. Between New York and Albany the largest € leely 
ouglikeepsie, 75 miles from the former. lis streets are reguid 

laid out, and lined with many magnificent p 

renowned City of New 

Its erection cost nearly 

point in Chamber's 

nged for the nowy 

ve forbids 

I need hardly say that this land of freedom is well nigh overrus 
with “whurchies” of Il kinds and characters, and for a ht 1 
know, more than one balf of them could be dispe 
any serious ( mage to the true religion or morals of ‘the countr:. 

There are at the same time among evangelical bodies many A 
tensive and flourishing churches, who by their indefatigable an 

nsed with, without 

ood, and io 

relity. niry 

educa 

Here the 
educat dona 

ublic and 

in the State of New York, had a population of over 15,0€0, and | 

a place of rich and extensive commerce. fut 
about 17 charehes. Many of these are large, and elegantly,” 

and add to the extornal appea 
re also several Academies, besid 

manufactories, &-. &e.” Next in iy 
es estos and flourishite 

private edi- 

It is surrounded by one of the richest agricultural districts 
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