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DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
fa the course of a few weeks the various Asso- 

gions of the Baptist Churches in this Pro 
+o will begin to assemble, * | A 

- the subject of Domestic Missions, all are 
ply interested. Here each Association, each 
gureh, and each church member is called to 
our. Tt i8 socond to no ohject of benevolence 

A good deal has been written on the subject, 
gthe Messenger, and the Kditorials have heen 

them ostearnest in their appeals on this 
apriant branch. of Christian duty, Private 
gmespondence has heen carried on also, in the 
oy of effecting something more decided and 

a we hope has been done, by these 
qmns, it has at least led to more thought upon 

gasabject, which of course is necessary to in- 
uligent action. 

[have no intention of propounding to others 
gre experienced in such matters, any plan for 
gir adoption. The true missionary spirit is 
the great desideratum. Mode of operation will 
po asily ascertained. Hearts full of love to 
jd, and the souls of our fellow-men, will soon 

to united endeavours, May we more 
ingely share these ! » 

To me, I confess, it has appeared, as almost 
wosary to any effective operations, in this de- 

ent of our common cause, that there he a 

wim of all the Associations, where we may 
lire the combined wisdom, and all other quali- 
feations. 

[na communication from Bro. J, W. Barss, 
wne weeks since, my own views in the main 
were expressed, and in its details also, if gene- 
ally approved, I should cheerfull y concur. 
Avy plan better than the present I should 

like to see adopted and improved on as occasion 
mj require. 
ACommittee last year was appointed by the 

(wiral Association, to prepare and present at 
coming session, some mare effective mode of 
viking this important object. Now as this is 
i subject that concerns all the Associations, it 
ypears to me that this Committee would sub- 
wie the general interests very materially, if 
ib Report or plan be published in the Meggenger 
vith as little delay as possible. By this means 
dl might have opportunity to examine, and 
i to improve if thought necessary, or other 
vise adopted. 
Delegates to that Association from the other 

inciations, will be at once approved asa pru- 
tat one. 
[do not know indeed that the Committee, 

stad recommending to its Association any gen- 
al plan, advising that body tc endeavour to 
Sgageall the Associations in one Board, but as 
low this to be the conviction of many min- 
Sating and other brethren, 1 an led to think it 
U view entertained by the Committee, Whe- 
ter that Board is located in Yarmouth or Syd- 
¥}, does not I think affect the general question 
4d no material difference would result, whe- 
- - were located in Barrington, Truro, or 

With all deference to the above named Com- 
Nice, I submit these suggestions, with the de- 
W that the wisdom that cometh from above 
wy be largely shared by us all, 

D.W. C. Dinock. 
Onslow, April 757. 

Sydney, C. B., April 23vd, 1857. 
il, Epirog, 

Though various communications have ap- 
Hired in the C, M., in reference to our Home 

Foreign Missions, none have, as yet, taken 
% the subject in a practical point of view, with 

ception of Bro. J. W. Bass, The period 
_“vipproaching when the Associations will 
“*t deliberate on these and kindred objects, 
arog it not he well to look the matter fairly 
fee. provigusly, and not leave the con 
ry of it, in all its important details, to 
a decided on at the Associations, 
de the risk of afterwards ascertaining that 
Wine adopted was not the best that could be 
. ” It should be the aim of the Baptists 

® Province, now that it is absolutely ne. 
"10 take somo step to insure the useful- 
of our missionary enterprises ; to adopt the 

% System that can be devised. Will any 
. 4 that so important an end can be attained 

due vonsideration—deep anxious thought 
Sree Supplications to the source of 

for light and knowledge, rightly and Ne uly to carry on his own work. 
hi discussion jy your golumns about the 
Fay, B Mission, so far as it goes, will be of 

{once a year for a donation for religious purposes, 

every month, and the time required to do so, 

may suppose, As said above, after a while the 
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ISTIAN MESSENGER. 
Allow me to suggest a plan for the eonsidera- 

tion of your readers. First, let all our Missions 
bé under the control of one Board, and not as 
now under three. - Then adopt Brother Bares's 
plan of members at 20s. annually, and also as 
recommended by him let an active man be ap- 
pointed as Secretary, with a salary, that he may 
be able to devote his whole time to it, 

Let there be Life Members, (say, by payment 
of $25, or $30,) and Life Directors, (by pay- 
ment of $80 to $100,) as in all the religious 
societies of the United States. Fwery Annpasl 
Member, Life Member, or Director; to have the 
‘privilege of specifying to which particular mis- 
sion his subscription shall be devoted, whether 
to the Home Mission, the French Mission, the 
Burman Mission, or any other, Sor 
But what 1 consider of most importance, is 

the opening in every church of aamonthly sub-| 
saription. Let every one be urged to pay such 
an amount monthly for missionary purposes as 
they ean afford,—some could give a dollar, some 
perhaps only a shilling, others possibly only a 
penny a month; but all ought to give some- 
thing, adopting the apostolic rule, ‘As God has 
prospered them .”’ 
Our Wesleyan brethren ‘have an advantage 

over us in their weekly class meetings, which 
makes the collection of the subscriptions com- 
paratively eady. io F ’ 
As we have no weekly meeting where sub- 

scriptions could be collected with regularity, I 
recommend (at all eventa for the present) month- 
ly subseriptions instead of weekly, though the 
latter if practicable would be preferable. It is 
an established fact, that the more frequent a 
christian gives to the cause of God, the more 
willingly he gives, and fewer complaints are 
made about ‘‘continual calls,” &. While the 
Word of God assures us that giving to His cause 
does not impoverish the donor. Call on & man 

and most likely he will tell you of the ‘‘con- 
tinual calls’’ upon his purse, and somewhat re- 
luctantly gives you his dollar or his pound,— 
call upon that same individual every month for 
a small sum, and he will, if not at first, yet be- 
fore long, give it as a matter of course, and 
without murmuring. Again, many a church 
member could give a few pence each month out 
of their scanty earnings, and not feel it, who 
perhaps could not at any one time give half-a- 
dollar without suffering in some respect,—con- 
sequently the chief source of revenue, the pen- 
nies of the poor, are lost to our various benevo- 
lent institutions. There is another evil con- 
nected with a dependance on annua) subscrip- 
tions for the support of our missions and other 
denominational efforts, The person to whom is 
left the task of collecting frequently forgets it 
when the proper time arrives, or puts it off till 
too late, though many may be willing to pay if 
called on. It has been so with the Union So- 
ciety, and likewise with the subscriptions to the 
College Endowment Fund. The writer sub- 
scribed £10 to the latter, to be paid in five an- 
nual instalments, The first was called for in 
1853, the second in 1854, and since that time 
no further payment has been asked for—this, 
hy way of illustration. I have no doubt from 
what acquaintance I have had with such mat- 
ters, that it is the same everywhere, and that a 
large amount is annually lost to the support of 
the gospel, which ought to be, and which might 
he realized. 

A duty which occurs monthly is not apt to 
be forgotten. This has been fully proved and 
illustrated in the Order of the Sons of Temper- 
ance. As a general rule the members pay their 
dues monthly, or in some cases quarterly, and 
very seldom does a member allow. himself to get 
many months in arrears, that it does not end in 
his expulsion for non-payment of dues. The 
shilling was easily paid cach month, and no in- 
convenience resulted, but in many cases, it is no 
easy matter to raise the ten or twelve shillings 
arrears, which have accumulated, perhaps from 
mere inattention, and the evil goes on inereas- 
ing, till finally he does not feel well able to pay 
the amount due, and allows himself to he exclu- 
ded, 
So bas it been in the various efforts made to 

sustain our denominational enterprizes. Special 
efforts have been made, liberal promises of future 
aid given, and there it has often ended. 
The system of froquent small payments, in- 

stead of vceasional extraordinary efforts, will be 
found the only remedy, 

It may be said, that the difficulty of collecting 

will prevent the practical working of such a 
plan, But I think it will prove much easier 
then those whe have not made the experiment 
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patience and perseverance on the part of collec- 

in the United States, the Baptists there had 
such-meeting. On. a certain evening in eyery 
month, -each church met to pray fom the 
of missions, —I believe it was the first Mond 
of every month, but the particular, day is imma- 
terial. By the introduction of such a measure 

tained at the same time,—prayer and supplica- 
tion will be ascending to heaven simultaneously, 

afforded to show their sincerity, by paying into 
‘the Treasury of the Lord, according to “heir 
means. Thus the labor.of the collector will be 
in a great meafure obviated. The contributions 
will flow into the mission fund, in a continuous 
stream, enabling the work to go steadily for- 
ward,—not like the mountain torrent which for 
a short time thunders to the sea and then leaves 
its channel dry. pic 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Bereaving Providence. 

Mgzssrs, EpiTors. 

Mrs. Margaret, the wife of Mr. James Gates, 

ance on a relative who was taken sick with it 
at their house, died on the oth day of March, 
aged 33 years, Their eldest son Benjamin F, 

younger, Thaddeus C. who was 11 years old, on 
the 10th. : : 
As the only surviving children, two daugh- 

ters, were brought low by the same disease, no 
funeral sermon was preached till Lord’s-day, 
April 19th, when I addressed a very large and 
deeply solemn congregation from Ps, xxvii. 19, 
“Thy way, O Gad, is in the sea, and thy path 
in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not 
known.” 
Much sympathy is evinced toward Mr. Gates, 

who has been suddenly bereft of a very amiable 
and excellent wife, and his two active and prom- 
ising sons. There is, however, ground of con- 
solation in the midst of deep affliction. The 
eldest son especially spoke freely of his approach- 
ing dissolution, manifested a desire to know 
about the Saviour, and expressed hope in Him. 
Mrs. Gates is known to have been very serious- 
ly exercised in her youthful days; and is sup- 
posed to have experienced a work of grace. 
She appeared evidently to possess a strong re- 
gard for religion and religious people. In her 
last illness she earnestly entreated her family to 
give heed to the Word of God, and their own 
spiritual interests. She expressed a reliance 
upon Christ, -and remarked, “I love every 
body ; but I love God better.”’ 
May the living profit by these impressive vi- 

sitations ! : Ever yours, 
C. Torres. 

Aylesford, April 25, '57. 
me — $e ———————— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Extract of Letter from Rev. W. Hall, 
Dear BrovrEeg, 

“In my last T unintentionally omitted refer- 
ring to the labours of my respected Bro, Eagles, 
who was pastor of the church of Guysborough, 
during the term of one year, and whose preach- 
ing was blessed in the conversion of souls. He 
is now supplying a large field at St. Mary's, in- 
cluding the flourishing settlement of Isaac's and 
Indian Harbour, surrounded hy a large Preshy- 
terian interest. Our Brother is toiling on, gra- 
dually winning &uls to Christ,” 
“ We have commenced the erection of another 

place of worship at a place called ** The Cove.” 
£100 have been subscribed towards the object, 
so that Guysborough Church will be amply pro- 
vided with Meeting-houses, having one in Man- 
chester, one in Town, and one in progress at the 
Cove.” 
“ The cause of religion is low in this locality. 

The Holy Spirit is required to reviye the droop- 
grace of gro san and to convert perishing 
sinners, r 
the seed sow in this hard and sterile soil will 
ultimately spring up into a Spiritual arvest. 
Ministers have laboured some time in certain 
sections of the Lord's vineyard without seeing 
any apparent results, and others have entered 
into their labours.’ : | 

Ila on with the humble hope that 

I remain, Yours in Christ, 
Winnian Hans, 

| 

Guysboro, April 16th, 1857. 

master of cgurse, and it would need but a little 

tord, till the system became established, By 
adopting another plan, it may be rendered still 
easier. We have no weekly class meeting, buf 
we, may have, and ought to have, a monthly 
concert of prayer for missions, While residing 

among us, two very desirable ends, may be at. 

for a blessing upon the efforts made to advance 
Messiah’s Kingdom, and an opportunity will be 

of Melvern Square, Wilmot, having caught the 
malignant sore throat, through assiduous attend- 

died on the Oth, at the age of 13; and the 

meetings are well attended 
calities. 
number of additions have 
year. 
always large and interesting. 
the year has heen one of 
canse, 
the one thing needful, 
twenty have A 
adjoining tounty since I came west, and the work is but just beginning, The Messenger 
highly wriecd in this part of the count 
wo are all much pleased that 
it in the recent political 

ae ; For the Christian Messenger. 

Letter, from, the Rev. W. Hobbs. 
ANTI-TOBACCO. MOV EMENT-+~RELIGIOVS. PROGRESS. 

Mu. Evivon, 
All 'who- havg paid any attention to the hab. 

its_of the rural or town population of our be- 
loved Provinge, must have arrived at a deep 
conviction, that, a considerable portion of. the 
hard ear: isspent in a way which ministers 

AY | neither to peace of mind, health of body, nor 
their respectability in life. 
During my sojourn in this western County, I 

have been enabled with some degree of accuracy 
to ascertgin the amopnt expended yearly on the 
article of tobacco alone, and as the result of 
my observations 1 would state that within a 

there are three hundred and fifty persons, divi- 
ded into eighty families. This population pays 
ta the revenue £150 annually, as. a tax for, the 
use of tobacco. Supposing the first cost of the 
article to be 25 per cent, and the joint profits of 
merchant and tradesman to be 25 per cent, this 
gives an expenditure of £200 annually for these 
350 people. Thus we arrive at the conclusion 
that in this district each family pays to gogern- 
ment £1 16s. as a voluntary tax for the prive- 
lege of using this emasenlating dirty tobacco, 
which fo say the least is anti-vital, and may 
cut short life ten or twenty years. This 
£200 would in the first place support a fund. 
which would allow the head of e family 
10s weekly, during sickness, 5s, weekly for life 
after 63 years, and £8 for funeral expences at 
death, and the residue by being put out at com- 
pound inferest would form a very efficient source 
of relief during any time of scarcity which so. 
frequently occurs in both fishing and agricul- 
tural districts. 
But Sir, I conceive the practice to be at war 

with the principles of pure religion. 
Religion bids men as stewards of God to make 

a proper use of money, but the use of tobacco 
is a fleshly lust, which not only wars against 
the soul, but dishonours God, it is money for 
that which is not bread—money needed to raise 
drooping hearts, and to fill the world with light 
and love. Religion bids men to use time, 
strength, and life, to the best purpose. In one 
of our meetings, last week, one of the speakers 
maintained that the vietims of this narcotic 
spend ome twentieth part of theiyp time,—two 
years of forty in its indulgence. Is this re- 
deeming time? 

Religion bids men give the world a good ex- 
ample. It was also said at the meeting ‘above 
referred too that ninety-nine in a hundred ac- 
quire this habit from infections example, be 
this as it may, the example of professors of. re- 
ligion is powerful for good or evil. It has power 
to sweep away multitudes of young men to death. 
‘* Father,” said a little boy, ‘ why de you chew 
tobacco?" Because I love it, was the reply. 
The son chewed it, learned to love it, ruined his 
health, and went into a premature grave. 
* Cure fathers; eure church members, cure men 
of influence, when they drop it others will fol- 
low suit,” says a living writer. 
Rum and Tobacco are two demons. Tobacco 

creates an unnatural thirst or appetite, which 
craves alcoholic stimulants, and the gratification 
of this leads to drunkenness. Smoke shops and 
dram shops have usually been identical. Says 
another, ‘* Temperance can never trieem ph whilst 
Tobacco intoxicates the million.’ 
We believe the Messenger will speak out on 

the subject as it has so frequently done. We wero 
especially pleased to see the manifesto of the 
Rev, W. Parker, in the Messenger, hoping 
others will imitate his example, in renouncing 
the narcotic. Several societies have been form 
in this county called Moral Reform Societies, 
embracing both Alcohol and Tobacco, and tho 
panties of Tobaceo using has become beauti- 
ully lass, The meetings are still kopt up 
with interest, and I do hope that «ll the mem. 
bers of our churches will Hori abandon the 
practice in toto. xi 
The church here has long been without the 

services of & stated pastor, anid as a natural con- sequence religion languishes and it has operated 

- 
s 

against the general interest of the cause, but 
during the last year and at present the state of 
religious feeling is Rom inng: the social religious 

their different lo- 
are well united, and a 
taken place during the 

rogations on the Lord ’s-day are 
And on the whole 

gual blessing to the 
region have obtained 
Over a hundred and 

baptized in this and in the 

The members 

The cor 

Many around this 

» » 

is 
, and 

you did not involve 
st le, : 

ours truly, 
W. Hosgs 

Ragged Tslapda, April 841) 185 
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