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2 ) : " '} it is the magistrates, and they only certain | help, and in particular, that every morning | Lord, make again this my cem int before
?03‘ t‘”. ' mischievous.  anabaptists.  The ! church |and evening, without hindrance, they could | God and his :aiel:;, iﬁd"ﬂl& ﬁmn,
“:gb ARSI '\ﬂﬂf\‘\ﬁ‘M e wishes to miﬁin ‘ 0y but ﬂ\ﬁlﬁ mea W Prm theu ’um ,GOd’ and Gh\l!@h“. and ' oga ; ANO"’M "y
, a’“ ,,,, An Ancient Gem. despise the church.”” '#° % It is no-|dun beside, without impediment, speak |brethren and sisters, the best beloved of
;";wu Fritten early in the seventeenth century, by Dr. where written,” said Schnabet, that un-|e c¢h one to the comfort of his brethren.|my heartin the Lord, béseech God for me,
i paar Haylin. - Given with o Bible, believers should be put to death.” + Blas- | This they received with great gratitude as|that he would deliver me out of this peril
oidsire S i outside beholden bee phemy must bg punished,” Bucer replied.|a special favor and gift of God. By this|and great distress—a distreéss that is un-
o o To cost and cunning equally ;- ‘ “The disturbance of religion ought to be mm}h@; people in many places were con- | speakable. This God knows, and my poor
@ readily (r were it sueh as m@;t surprise forbidden much more than any temporal vit of their innocence and plety; so|self, and you likewise know it with me.
he living mlu::lrdhlﬁx curious eyes ; mischief.  * Unbelievers,” ic’bndbet argu- | that W{h who, at tihau' »ﬁrt{t.l coming, re- Hero\viﬁb be it commended to God. Writ-
pistan, yor would 1 have my Deerest logke~— - ed, * ought not to.he punisheds our ene-|gavdad them as evil doats, felt great com: |ten at Han 1% a hale, in ,
Not on the CO\"Fo%\“Dm  mica 'o'bgthﬁdnqbe 1070?1‘.}‘?” “'Wkhen ‘the | passion for them., To thin, the ﬁrﬁ" :z'} '}3\43?’ PIRMEL IR AN, Y ,}BS,hﬂ P
butie oy el el sdot magistrate punishes an énemy,’” said Bueer, | vanty who conducted them bare repeated | Three years afterwards he slept in the
vtonw B 1 Melsncholie, hare Are prayers «he loves him, It fs & father punishing|testimony, and told them that they should | Lord in the prison, and obtsined thie mar-
o s b s o things .y h-i.. cb(ld," (Ib‘d. i 169, 170.) not ) . through the tpm llld, ?0‘01!"7 ty\". cl’Own” (W:P- ﬂﬂ). 3
@bﬁ' Which may deserve thy ablest wit ; The Emperer Charles 5. continued to|P' in silence, but might make keown| Here isa 1en of diabolical atroeity.
sk i Hungry, here is food Diviney. = | - evince his malignity by procuring cruel |their faith by singing. or in gome other | Hans Pjchner was “ put to the rack, bt
im &m. If Thirsty, Nectar,. Heavenly ving edicts at German Diets. In 1844, “f‘,h' way.. * Ged.;ym thluvsplmd to all their to,gm,_~'m-nn.y‘n}n8. Very
mben Resd then, but first thyself prepare Diet of Spires, when other Protestants were roveal his word and t#uth.in all'places and | vexatious it was to them .that they could
To read ‘with zeal nd’;nark with care) treated with leniency, severe measures were lands, 10 make "“""M to‘the people | extort. nothing from him. Several times
Ulee ind when thou readest what there is writt— | adopted against the Baptists, At Augs- wha knew them not, ugd 't cause their|they stripped him, and let him bang in
= _.;':" LenKy best practice second it ; burg, in 1551, extermination was denounc- sound  fo be heard. " As at’ all times, in a | torture for hours on the ropes, 8o strained -
g ek 80 twice each preeept read shall bee— ed against them. Nor was it a vain threat, | like manner, he graciously appoints means | did he become, that he could not set a step,
de, uleers, First in the Booke, and next in thee! Priests and people united to put it into (b0 draw men away from umwhuqmneu; nor stand upon his feet, nor bring his hand
L Much reading may thy spirits exscution, and. tremendous sufferings fol- {80, By thase .witdesses of the, faith and | to. his .mouth, te ieat. . Nevertheless he
B ey thvafore with msones . |lowed, ‘The Emperor's brother, Ferdi- divine - ttuth -who:weys led about ‘3” 8oould not be furned aside, but remained
Aad that thy mosia. praise thay matt nand, King of Hungary, was still more fero- | gFeat number and Varloty of places, athidst | sieadfust in the Lord. Afterwards, they
bing David’s Psalms with David's spirit ; cious, ' As I have hefore stated, he was in- | boknown and foreign tongues, where the | hound him hand and foot, and kept him

truth was not heard, being unknown and |confined in a dark prison or dun
hidden from the people, were some from|ihan half a ynr,Pﬂ: « % Afier this
Carniala aad Italy led to inquire after the | they condemned him to death, and led him

Thst as thy veice doth pierce meu's ears— | duced to suspend the execution of the edict
S0 shall thy Pmyers and Vows the Spheres. | which the expulsien of the Baptists from
Moravia had been decreed in 1535, and for

Thus reade, thus sing, and then to thee— twelve ‘years they emjoyed comparative truth.  Seme were brought to the ack-!out to the place of execution, where he
;}ﬁ,::?hxm::g:;hﬁl%;d. tranquility, But {n 15647, havingp ascer- nowledgment of the tr:th, who, to this|exhorted the peaple, erh" were numerowsly
A private heaven within thy mind ; tained that they had greatly increased and |VeTy dny, serve God with an upright heart. | golleated together, to npmm. He was
And singing thus, béfore thou die, were still inereasing, he iasned amother Byt how these captive brethren, during|ihen placed with his back against a stake,
Thou sing’st thy part to-those-on High, ediet, erdering them te be driven out of all

théyr journeys, and in many places were|qand mm for they had-so dread-
Aand st

ipples e e e e the gountries under his sway, their property ‘m@- how they werg.drivea and beqton. fully tort tﬁww him that he
orses £apﬂ Sf ij ‘Sfory _ | tasbe sonfiscated, and no merey to be shewn "‘?hmth ?d’.h a::i ot:uu were b‘o:'nd ‘?‘, was unable to kneel,” (Ibid, ii. 59).

) age, aex, or condition, The decree gether, and what in conrequence they #ui»| et g v
eads .n . O A A/~,AMAM;"\ O DN ; m 3 uﬂrcu;)ed, 'I?here WAaS :::: reg:; fﬂ'ﬁd, were COO l'ons to b. nll'utﬂd. Y't’ 'm' w! oo Hm Bm‘ wes

how great soever the o;@pmniol they en- d’:'“du“i.i: ;h; '_r”d’mi‘s’ t.rtuy:dr

dured, their hearts were always comforted | -\ o oo :
by Clod, (dbid, p, 189-198). = = gy ;;““ l“'l pe *&% him ;?.;’h

For the Ohristian Messonger. | or home for the ponocuted‘Baé)tisn. They

might o endeavoured to find shelter in
ASERIES OF LETTERS TO A Y°"'° the Av tri ydominions, but the Augsburg

e Hﬂ.'l ¢ H‘lll TIAN, ‘ sdiet, tlll attended to, prevented them,| ‘When they had been in Tviuﬁ-“ly &lin '*adéep, dark, filthy tower, where he
:’:.:.“. e k- LETTER XXIII, al ; avithdsew into the forests or jgoun- | fortuight they contrived to e fro could see aun, -oon,mdwlilht
nu«h'nll & The Reformation Period. tain fastnesses, starvation awaited them;|prison in which they were ‘ fteen | 80 that he could not tell whether it was
#3189, ‘ |

Bt sl 00 T P if they shewed themselves in inhabited dis-
< 8 Ay . triets they were at the merey of informers,
Continued, and the officers of miscalled justice stood

My Youne FrieNv, ready to seize their victims. Jacob Hutter
I pass over, for the present, the distur.|strove to comfort them by letters, which

of them were re-taken, but the others elud- | night or day ; semetimes he eould tell that
ed search, and arrived among their breth- |it was night by its being ecolder than be-
ren in safety. They weve * reeeived with | fore, “The dungeon was meist and :
joy and thanksgiving, as a gift sent by|uo that his elothes became foul and retted
God.” The fifteen were never heard of any | on his bedy, and for some time he was

teking !

Patients |

","::,': :; huces at Mupster and other places, about [ Were eonveyed from lace to place and|more. obliged to sit naked. He had nothing but
Caldwel vhich s0 much has been said, veserving the ;#ead in their assemblies ; but this relief| TLeonhard Bernkop was burned at Salz-|a coarse blanket that had been given him ;
:::“.‘".r" msideration of those matters till we come |s0on failed, for their faithful leader foll into | hurg in 1542. +* He was led to the place this he threw round his body, and sat in
et Wihe close of the period, when we shall the hands of the enemy, and suffered death | of execution, and a fire made on one side | misery and darkness. His shiet was so

of him, 80 that he wus, as it were, roasted ; | mush rotted as not to leave.a single slip

3". l"l" ¥ in a botter position to form a correct |8t Inspruck, in 1551,

. Am julgment respecting them. | In several instances brethren who had|but be cleayed fast to the Lord. He said|of it, except the collar of the neck, which
gwash, ‘The Baptists continued to spread in|been commissioned to visit other chyrches | to the bloodhounds and the servants of the | he hung on the wall, When these ehildren
Wu Gumany motwithstanding the odium that|were discovered as they passed through |execationer, * This side is roasted enough, of Pilate had him brought eut to see if he
_,,:.;.17 v aitached to them in consequence of the|the German territories, betrayed to the|tugn me round ; through the power of God, | would recant, the brightness of the light

 Munster business, They were plundered,|authorities, and died in prison or ware

the suffcving I feel is but little, and it is| was sa painful, that he was glad when they
Wirust into dungeons, banished, numbers|publicly executed, It was a dangerous

20s. he W light compared with everlasting glory," {let him go down again into the dark tower.

:'ofdm o them beheaded or burned alive, yet still| thiug in these days to be a member of a|([bid, p. 239). # # % Thue he lay in this foul dun-
o plainly & fiey made head against all opposition and | deputation, Two young fomales who had been re- |geon, where worms and vermin were his
oy ader wiltiplied everywhere, 1t is stated that| Torture was frequently employed, in or-|cently baptized at Hamberg were appre- companions for a long time ; he protected
ty or port “between the Kifel mountains on the Rhine | der to wring from the sufferers the names ended, imprisoned, and severely tortured. | his head with an old bat, that E’m ity
\g ” {in Westphalia] and Moravia, not less than | and places of sbode of their associates, or|But they did mnot swerve from the truth, |had been thrown to him, No one {‘ul

Uy churches are said to have been existing | to foree them, under the pressure of anguish,
¥ this period, [about the year 1657,] some | to renounce the faith.
d them having from five to six bundred | In the year 1589 the Vienna police, aid-
members, Fifty elders and ministers ga-|ed by & detachment of cavalry, surprised a
ered at one time at Strasburg, from a dis- | congregation at Steinborn, and captured
et of about & hundred miles in owrgum- | nearly all of them, They were lodged in.
krence, to consult together on the interests | the castle of Falkenstein, After remaining
o Christ's Kingdom, (Martyrology, ii.|in confinement abeut five weeks, during
‘2‘5-). . | which time strenuous afforts were made by
it is distressing to observe how ecom-|the priests to persuade them to abjure, it
?‘“ﬂy the Reformers of those days were| was notified to them that the womep and
Whaed with™ the persecuting spivit. At a|echildren would be releasedSbut that the
’ U:Wt heldlt Hﬁm \lf'ﬁ. in Hesse Cisiel, in|able-bodied men~ wou‘d“ ba “&ent to sea.
ifax, N 1346, the opinions of many divines were The youths, and some that were weak or
“d“f'ed. sanctioning the punishment of the | sickly were reduced to bondage, and given
iptists by the magistrates, Some would|te Austrian noblemen, Ninety men weye
e them secourged ; some, branded ;|sent away under 8 strong d, bound two
e and #IPeR ::“‘8. bavished ; but most of them held  and two, to proceed on foot to Trigate, &
must be 866 l" death should be the infliction, and|jeurney of more than two hundred miles,
Ather, Melanchthon, and Bucer were of| »* Man and wife were separated from each
ot a8, 689 t number, Sce how sophistically the|other, and children of tender years left be-
s and whe S ﬁ: mentioned Reformer reasoned. A  hind; which flesh and bleod could not
o | Wee day's diseussion was held with the| bave borne, byl %y the power of Gad and
|  Baptists of Marburg, George Schnabet,|for his sake, Bo doplqnblg was the
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¥ of their ministers, disputed with Bucer, ation that the 's marshal and
P Wu the King's

When thiey were led out to die, wreaths of | been confined in this tower for some years,
straw ‘were placed on their heads, ** by way |80 that the vermin bad greatly increased,
of contempt and mockery,” ** Bince Christ,” jand caused him mueh terror until he had
said one of them to the othew, ** wore a|got used to it, The warms frequently ate
crown of thorns for us, why should we not, |his food. * * % # Thus he lay in
in return, and for his honour, wear this|this foul tower the whole summr, until
crownof straw? Our faithful God will, | nearly Michaelmas day in the harvest.
instead of tkis, set a beautiful crown of gold | When they saw that the frost began to set
and a ‘glorious gailand upon our heads.” |in, they brought him out from thenee, and
So they went cheerfully to the fire (Ibid, p. |led him into svother prison, which could
363). not possibly be worse. There he was
~ Johannes Bair had been-in prison nearly {obliged to stay for thirly-seven weeks, with
twenty -years when he wrote the following|ene hand and one footin the stocks, so that
letter ;v he was unahble to e down or sit, and eould
o Dear brethren, I have received the|only stand, He also suffeved much mocking
writing-desk, the account of our worship, |and ridicule from the ungodly, * # *
faith and teaching, and six lights, or can-|At length an order wes imuwed by the
dles; and pens; but tha bible, iw particular, [ couneil at Inspruck, which the magistrates
I bave not veeeived, though standing first | broughf to read to him, The contents
in the list, Now, thisis my prayer, that,|were as follows:+~That since he was so
if you 'hawe it, you will forward it me ; for |obdurate, and would regeive no instruction,
this above all things I wish tohave, if it|he shoull be sent to sea, to which he must
be aceording to the will of God. 1 suffer|go the following morning ; there he would
much for want of it, and have endured great | find how the obstinate were stripped and
| ‘ Y hunger and thirst for the word of the Lord ed. But Hans answeved -that he would
‘ church is not the ghurch of | others like him could not refrain from tears. | during “many long years. Of this 1 make | confide in the Lord his God, whe was on
M_‘"' said Sehnabet, * because it per- \* % * They were about by his ug' : t to God and his church, for|the sea as well as on land, te help him and
| the poor, snd banishes them 063 mafesty’s messengers ‘through towns, vil-{it is full twenty years, save oight weeks, | give him patience, He was then released
T possessi g wnd from prison, and suffered to go the
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The Kingdo: od | lages, and the open country, from one juris-|since ‘the day of m miserable imprison- |
usness ; but this mg or.  In thelr jours 73’: unk' . , | y castle for two days that he might learu
nmits injostice: ere con to suffer mugh and various| *T, Johanues Bair of Lichtenfels, of all {again to walk. “This he eould easil
o &e.  To thi ' and great. afiliction, but | men the most miserable and the most for- |do, so very infirm had he become &mg{;
church does not persecute d Mhﬁ.ﬁoﬂﬂm the prisoner of Jesus Christ our|lying is ;rn- snd in the stocks, fastencd



