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. of,a state, or compulsory religion are so 

Doekry. 

N earing Home. 
ONE sweet solemn thought, 
Comes to me, o'er and o'er ; 7 
I am nearer home to-da 
Than I ever have been 

Nearer my Father's house, 
Where the many mansions be; 
Nearer the great white throne ; 
Nearer the crystal sea; 

Nearer the bound of life, 
Where we lay our ‘burdens down; 
“Nearer leaving the cross ; 
Nearer gaining the crown. 

But ‘darkly between, re Lo ALY 
Is the deep and unknown stream 
That leads at last to the light, 

Jesus, perfect my trust 
Series the | and of my faith; 
Let me feel thee near hihi I stand 
On the edge of the shore of death. 

Feel thee near when my feet 
Are slipping over the brink ; 
For it may be I am nearer home— 

cation. 

bittered and 

and his morbid lowe of ‘change hop rales 
tion constantly involved him in 
with his associates. The life of incessant 
turmoil in which his medical and theologi-{teived ; his condfiét towards Calyin he 
cal heresies had involved him, made him|ju 
lad to purchase temporary repose by sis 
ence; but he could not resist the 
to write, - even though he did not publish. 
Some of his manuse; ripts he 
Calvin through a friend of both, Jean Frel- 
lon, who formed the meédiam of communi- 

Neither of them could ¢onduet 
controversy with calmness or forbearance, 
and the correspondence soon'became em: 

At length Calvin 
broke off all communicatipn with his op- 
ponent in a letter: to Frellon. It seems 
that Servetus - — an rv 

..a~tfor on the same day Calvin wrote to Farel, 
YOu Brough The Mgr saying ** Serystus undertakes to come here, 

if it is agreeable to me. 
ling to give my word for his safety; for if 
‘he come, I will not : 
alive, if my authority can at all avail.” 
This dreadful threat was written on 

February 13, 1546. For some years sub- 
sequently all intercourse between them was 
suspended. Servetus the while li qui- 
jetly at Vienne. 

personal. 

In the 
Nearer now than I think, Carey. | work, which seven years 

Ecelesiatica) 
ah a WN ON WE ONE Ne NTN TN 

[In this province we may well rejoice in 
the religious liberty we possess. The evils 

many and dangerous, that no effort should 
be neglected to cherfsh and guard it from 
every encroachment of what may tend to 
its injury. 
The great error that the civil magistrate 

has jurisdiction over the religion of the 
subject, may be seen in the two following 
articles, 

In one case it was.in.a former age, but|W. 
with what is sometimes believed a more 
evangelical system ; but in the latter case in 
England at the present time, and not so 
much a persecution as the preventing by 
lw, of the preaching of the gospel to thou- 
sands in the city of London, 
We copy the article from The (London) 

Freeman. Our correspondent also refers 
to the same circumstance, but the feature 
which appears in the sequel-—that the ap 
tist, ministers are prepared to engage t 
Hall if the Episcopal clergymen and bish- 
ops are prevented shews the value of gos. 
pel liberty in favourable conrtast with a 
church as * by law established.” 

Calvin and Servetus. 

Men have justfied, palliated, or condem- 
ned the execution of Servetus, according as 
they were Calvinists or Arminians, Their 

judgment of the affair has been dictated by | sma 
their theology. 
A few Be will suffice to narrate the 

history of Servetus up to the time of his 
quarrel with Calvin—a quarrel which was 
to be so disastrous to them both, He was 

by birth a Spaniard, was born the same 
year with Calvin, and, like him, fluctuated 

between the study of law and theology. 
Leaving bis native country, he entered as 

a law student at Toulouse, and in the year 
1582 steadied physio at Paris. By this time 
he had not only abjured Catholicism, but 
had rejected infant baptism, ‘denied the 
Trinity, at least as ordinarily held, and 
gone far towards Pantheism. He seems to 
have been characterised. by arrogance and 
instability, but to have been to make 
any sacrifices and brave any perils in the 

vin. The 

his hands, 

This was 

apologi 
as having been simply passive in the mat- 

In his letters, however, he takes upon 
himself all the responsibility of his arrest, 
Wri to Farel a few days after, he says, 

rp + new business on hand 

ter. 

ho 

tained." 

had not 

out a large volume, 
enne, 

months, 
came to this place, when, at my instigation, 

inn, 

through this city. 
recognised, 1 thought that he should foo 

And a gs or two later, 
writes to Sulzer ;—* Tho 

8 800M a8 oe 
he was cast into 
it, and wandere 

: 

inquisitor of the 
informed of these facts, at once ordered the 
arrest of the so-called Villeneuve, and di- 
rected his informant to 
dence from his relative at Geneva 
we regret to say, ‘was duppliéd b 
who ‘somewhat 
himself from the reproach of levity in 
making the charge,” gave up some of the 
manuscripts of Servetus whic 

“These sufficed for his convie- 
tion, and sentence of death was about to 
be pronounced, when he contrived to es- 
cape from the dungeons of the Inquisition. 

early in April ; 
about in various disguises till July, when 
ao wet out for Naples, 

to settle as a physician, 
had to pass through Geneva. 
ec on foot, and took up his abode at a 

Being recognised, he was ar- 
rested and ' thrown into 

sts for Calvin have described him 

He intended 
But a 

He at fength, in 

advocacy of what he at the time held to betone of the syndics ordered 
truth, In the year 15634, he chal 
Calvin to a disputation on ye controvert- 

ts of theology. Calvin went to 
SE apo meet 2 gos unknown 
3 Servetus did not appoint- 
ment. For some years after this time, he 
devoted himself bond and success- 
foe to the study of medicine, He - 

lenged | ducted to 

check upon 

prison, 

ernable man.” 
A 

Cal 

occ oy ig ie 
aaroy ‘he visited the I univer- 

ii 

was drawn 0 against him by 
, ‘containing thirty-elih 

Mapas, He was charge 

Laraittod vobie of Bo in 4 
solf as » man of ‘ability ; but his arrogance | as, for instance, his rejection 

Ww 

But I am unwil- 

‘him to de 

put into cireula- 

In confirmation of 

ure further evi- 

reluctantly = 

On his way he 

ison, 

pr he Servos] 
permitted any of 

abroad prince that time, a has lately bron oie + 
printed pueatly at Vi- 
hg | became knowa, 

e 
hE for nearly four 

For Ido not d 
it, that I considered it my duty to puta 

this most obstinate and ungoy- 

quarrels 

impulse 

submitted to 

1552, the eg 
e he had. Ey. 

mitted to Calvin's dr Loy was privately | the 
printed, and a few copies 
tion at Frankfort and elsewhere. Shortly 
after this, a Protestant refugee, from the 
neighbourhood of Vienns, who was livin 
at Geneva, in friendsltip with Calvin, wrote 
to a relative at Lyons, condemning the 
French government for banishing Protest. 
ants, whilst it allowed blasphemy to be 
vented with impunity. 
this statement, he forwarded the first sheet 
of the heretical book just printed, pointed 
out the archbishop's Fosoniy M. Villéneuve, 
as its author, and hs the fact that he 
a no other than the rind mr 

3 ETE 
Setriot bolog] in 

This, 
y Calvin, 
to save 

remained in 

he wandered 

where he resolved} 

He was trav- 

Modern 

ha pase 
het id book 

escaped from 

an evil hous, 

im to be con. 

selon % 
ey 

tism faing accused of denying the Trinity, 
he cbr to hold the doctrine, though 
ifaw sense different to that generally re- 

sified ; he rejected with horror the ac- 
cusation of oe ying the immortality of 
thesonl ; he Revie fue 1 however, that his 
con of the Deity was Pantheistic. 
This examination lasted five days, at 
thesclose of which he was again consign- 
i Leggo where he complained much 

severity . of his treatment, say- 
ing that. he was being devoured alive with 

n., After remaining in this loathsome 

thorities of the city for trial. Against 
this he protested, on the very 

| pe that a criminal [prosecution - for 
was. unknown. to the primitive 

ch ; that he had committed no offence 
in the canton of Geneva ; and that he 

by no allegiance to the Genevese, being 
igner Sly passing through their 

retaitory. rotest was overruled, and 
his request for the assistance of an advoca- 
ey was refused, 
The unhappy man seems from this period 

to have been worked up to such a ikeh of 
oy » to are become all po ho 

Brisonar’ - On and the trial on on 
in i of them, 
I'd council resolved to take the opinion 

of the other Swiss churches upon the case, 
g | and in some measure to be guided by them. 
The replies seem to have been unanimous 
in their condemnation of the doctrines of 
Seryetus. 

This decided the fate of the utihappy 
herstic, and on the 26th October, he was 
sentenced to be burned alive the next morn- 
ing, When the intelligence of his impend- 
ing fate was announced to him he appeared 

“ acted from otal ne be had 
tried in vain to reclaim him from his.errors ; 
and advising him to seek pardon from God, 
left the prison. The sentence was then 
carried into effect. The prisoner was led 
forth, bound to the stake, the fire. was slow. 
ly kindled round him, his agonies were 
frightfully protracted ; ut last with a ery to 
the Saviour for mercy, expressed in terms 
avhich shewed that he still held to his here- 
BY, death released him from his sufferings, 
and he expired, 
Shp have been sedulously made to 

clear Calvin from the charge of being a 
Er ty to his death, A careful examination 

to come to a different conclusion, The only 
interpretation that we can put upon his 
language, is that he desired his execution, 
but would have preferred some less cruel 
mode than that of the stake. He wrote to 
Farel, I hope that sentence of death will 
be passed upon him, but desire that the 
severity of the punishment may be mitiga- 
ted.” To Bulser, one of the ministers of 
Zurich, he wrote, whilst the case submit. 
ited by the Council of Geneva was under 
consideration :—* It was he of whom that 
holy Soi of Christ, Master Bucer, 
hs ty, declared from the pulpit 

at he | to have his bowels pulled 
"oad be torn to pieces, . . + We see 

how impibty is making progress everywhere, 
and how very inactive those are whom God 
{bas armed wit the sword for the vindica- 
tion of the glory of his holy name, Seeing 
that the defenders of the y are so bit- 
ter and bold in behalf of their superstitions, 
that in their atrocious fury they shed the 
blood, of the innocent, ny ought to shame 
Christian | trates that in the pi 
of et | truths they are so sh 

spirit,” He wyod 

ol} for some days, he waa handed over to 

a vp a fam raquainy and then broke 

his corcespondenca before us compels one 

sion of the. final sentence on Servetus, 
which will ‘take ‘place, ‘I hope, before the 
end of next week." This request is ex- 
plained by the fet that the Genevese pas- 
tors, © tho accusers of Servetus, had 
determined not to attend him to the stake, 
but had appointed Farel as their substitute. 
Shortly afterwards he wrote to Farel and 
Ballinger, thanking them for the very de- 
cisive condemnation they had pronounced 
on Servetus, and says to the former, * He 
was condemned without hesitation. He 
will be led forth to punishment tomorrow. 
We endeavoured to alter the mode of his 
death, ‘bat in vain.” 

In the year 1551, Jerome Bolsee, a Do- 
minican monk- converted to Protestantism, 
settled in Geneva, 

taught by Calvin. = The latter accused him 
before the council, -who ‘banished him, 
thredtening him with a severe sentence if 
he returned. It was believed that Calvin 
desired a much heavier punishment at the 
time, This he denied. Considerable coun- 
tenance is given to the t, notwith- 
standing, by a letter to Madame de Cany, 
in which, evidently referring to Bolsec, he 
at o rs. ; partly the man he was, 1 

some ditch; ‘and his arrival gave me as 
‘much pleasure as the piercing my heart 
(with a peinard would have done.” To 
complete the evidence against Calvin, we 
only need to adduce his letter to the Pro- 
tector Somerset, dated 22n 1548, 
in which he urges him to exercise his pow 
er as regent for the suppression of  ictell 
in the realm of England, and specially 
points out the Ansbaplipee and the Roman 
Catholics, as “alike deserving to be re- 
pressed by | the sword which is committed 
to you." To these exhortations were pro- 
bably due Joan martyrdoms of the Englieh 

| Bapiisa, Boucher and “— von 

alvin of the We cannot, then, aquit 
tion ; we however do most charge of 

entirely acquit him of the charge of wilful 
He was the slave and conscious cruelty. 

and victim of an unrelenting, unflinching 
logic. No suggestions of tenderness, no 
pleadings of mercy, could for a moment 
be listened to if they stood in the way of 3 
theory or a comviction. He was read 
any moment to suffer himself all that be 
inflicted on others. In his nature, intellect 
and conscience reigned not merely supreme, 
but alone; the heart seemed wanting. 
A man of this stern, self-possessed na- 

ture would shrink from no consequences 
which were deducible from his arguments. 
He had accepted the belief that it was the 
dudy of theeivil rales to protect truth and’ 
to. punish heresy by the sword. He car- 
ried that belief out into all its results and 
consequences. Hence he condemned the 
Roman Catholic rulers, not because they 
persecuted, but because they persecuted on 
the wrong side. Hence too, with perfect 
consistency, he blamed Protestant rulers, 
because they hesitated to persecute on the 
right side. We take the case of Calvin 
then as a reductio ad absurdum of the theo- 
ry, that it is the duty of the stateito inter- 
fere with religion. The premises assumed 
by Calvin being conceded, see their logical 
result in the case of Servetus. If the state 
has to do with the religion of its subjects, 
it must secure for them healthful doctrines 
and suppress * damnable heresies.” If it 
be felony to maim orto poison and murder 
to kill, the body, a ortieri it is so to 
maim or to peison the soul; and if the 
state has to" do with both parts of man's 
nature, the penalties attached te the for- 
mor. class of grimes are all too slight as 
punishments for the latter. Thus Calvin 

| argued—thus Bervetus died. The logic 
we take to be irresistible. The conse- 
ri flow inevitably from the premises. 
n the lurid 3 rm of the desth ve of Se 

He called in question" 
the doctrines of election and reprobation as 

2 
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