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Maxy of our readers are no doubt aware
that scme part of the present Austrian do-
minions were the chief centres of the early
Reformation. The Kingdom of Bohemia
especially has had the honour of contribu-
tinz some of the most illustrions instances
of devotion and suffering in the cause of
Christ, such as John Huss and Jerome of
Prague. When Luther sounded the trum-
'g}et of Gospel freedom to the nations of
“Europe, just then emerging from mediceval
darkness, it was in Hungary and other

rts of the present Austrian Empire that
its sound was most gladly received and re-
sponded to, and numerous martyrs and
eonfessors subsequently bore testimony. to
the call. The great reaction in favour of
popery, which took place in the following
century, aided by the strong hand of per-
secution, went far to suppress the move-
ment, aithough to this day in the populous
kingdom of Hungary a large body of Pro-
testants have ever since existed, and to
some extent retained their ancient rights.
The late Concordat, or Ecclesiastical Treaty
between the Pope and the Emperdr, has
operated to check, for a time, the streng
Protestant feeling of Germany; although
from rccent events, its'effects have by no
means been such as to secure that end.
The strong sense and sound feeling of th2
Germans have always submitted with diffi-
culty to the Papal yoke. This feeling has
been strongly marked by a late circumstance.
Upwards of 500 of the Bohemian Bishops
and beneficed Clergy have signed a Me-
morial to the Higher Ecclesiastical Authori-
ties at Vienna, for Reformation in religious
matters. They complain greatly of -the
contempt into which the Priesthood have
fallen with the laity, owing to the poverty
of very many:of them, and their irregular
~ lives. They demand among other reforms
the abolition of the rules enforcing the
celibacy of the clergy, and rightly ascribe
some of the worst evils of the church to
this unnatural and unscriptural institution.
Wheo can doubt the truth of their assump-
tion in, this respect? It is not, however,
the first time that a movement of this kind,
and with the same_objects, has shewn itself
in Germany. A forged Celibacy has always
been the most fruitful source of erime and
depravity among the Romish eclergy in
strictly Catholic countries. It can least
of all bear the increasing light- of the
present age, amnd will, we trust, ere long
follow the exploded customs. of an early
barbarism, engrafted by ignorance or pries:-
craft upon Christianity in the first ages of
the Church. It is not at all probable that
any immediate good resuit will follow from
this ren?swttance to the higher powers in
the Austrian Church, as both temporal and
spiritual despotism are too strong and pre-
dominant to be willing to relax their grasp
on the people. It affords, however, a
striking sign of the times, and one, we de-
voutly hope, which may foreshadow better
things hereafter.

Free Church Troubies.

WE copy the following from the Presby-
terian Witness, of Baturday last:

PrivaTe BaprmisM.—A correspondent ealls our
attention to the gross abuse of the ordinance of
baptism whick obtains in many seetions of the
country. He trnces much of the prevailing im-
morality and irreligion to this source. . The only
ordinance of religion abowt which many parénts
are anxious is Baptism for their children—as if
there was salvation. in the rite!” They are con-
tent to_live ungodly themselves and to bring up
their children in the samne fashion. They break
the Sabbath, neglect the publiec worship of God ;
they worsliip neitber in the famjly nor in the
ggvucy of the closet; they live much like the

sts that perish, caring for nothing but what
they may eat and drink, and wherewithal they
may be clothed. They are utterly ignorant theo-
retically and practically of the plan of salvation :
and yet they expect their children 10 he admitted
into the visible Chureh of God, publicly acknow-
Jedged as in covenant with Him. Should one
minister refuse to administer the rite, another
Jese serupulous will be ready to do their bidding.
Not long since we knew of a Preshyterian parent
who trought his child to a Preshyterian minister
to be baytized. ©n examination it appeared to
the minister that the man was utrerly ignorant of
she use and nature of the ordinance. He there-
fore declined baptising the ehild until the father
studied his Bible snd Catechism a little more ;
thus intending to postpone the mauer for a fort-
night or so. The man was to be brought under
insiruction unmediately. But this would not suit
bim. Jf a Free Church minister would not bap-
tize his child he knew whe.would, and accordingly
he posted off ‘to the Church of England minister
who at onee baptizéd the child. ¢ man with
his family then feft the Free Church and joined
the Church of England. This is only a sample
of what frequently bappens, Not long since a

‘tised in private, - This is but another sample of
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mitted into the Free Churee; but he insisted on

being baptised privately, being too bashful to|

confess Christ before a whole congregation. The
Free Church minister and Session justly re-
fused his request and explained . to him. the path
of duty. el;le however felt that he could not face
any congregation, large or small.
he left the Free Church, and applied to a minis-
ter of the Church of Secotland to be baptised in
private.” He found the Kirkman (a weak minded
man) more docile ; and accordingly he was bap-

what may often happen. It is & most inhjurious
thing that one Church should loosen its bands.
throw wide open its doors in order to admit
fugitives from other and sister churches. It is
a8 if the churches were rival Steamboat Companies
wrying whaich could have the fowest fare and which
would snatch up the largest number of passengers
regardless of their character. It has been a stand-
ing grievance in many Presbyterian churches that
when parents are refused privileges for their chil-
dren for purposes of discipline they run to the
nearest church of England minister and are re-
ceived with open arms. This cannot fail to be
producgive of much mischief to all parties con.
cerned. The parent escapes wholesome discipline ;
the church loses a useful member; the English
Church loses its reputation. We state these facts
not for the purpose¢ of exposing any body of
christians, but simply with the hope that publicity
will bg but the first step towards improvement. *
We pass over for the present the refer-
ence to the Church of Scotland, and what
the Wilness is pleased to call its  * weak-
minded”’ minister; ** the standing grievance
in many Presbyterian churches;'”’ and * the
private baptism of the full grown man—a
magistrate ;’—leaving them to the bodies to
whom reference is made. We do not pro-
fess to understand the value of baptism ex-
cept as a profession of personal faith in
Christ and an act of obedience to him as
our Lord and Master, but.if there be virtue
in infant baptism, we think it unjast to
deprive a child of the rite, because of the
ignoranceof its parents. Isitnot even more
necessary for the ehild under such circum-
stances? Would not* the child’s fellow-
members be more likely in such case to
watch over him as he grew, up, and thus
make up for his nts’ deficiencies >
The thing here complained of is, that a
desire for the administration of the rite to
their infants arises in the minds of mauny
Presbyterian pareuts from an improper
motive amounting to the Popish dogma of
Laptismal regeneration. Sometimes, how-
ever, and far more frequently, the difficulty
is of quite an opposite character—that is,
that pious Presbyterian parents are un-
willing to bring forward their children to
receive this initiatory ordinapce because
they entertain doubts about its efficacy and
the propriety of their unconscious infants
‘ being admitted into the wvisible church of
God.” y Being acquainted with the word of
God they are also dissatisfied that those of
riper vears should be compelled reluctantly
to receive that solemn ordinance, while they |
shew no signs of ** repentance towards God |
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Instances have come to our knowledge
where gross profanity has attended the ob-
servance on occasions where boys of from
12to 14 orl5 yearsof age have been made, by
their parents command, the subjects of the
administration of the solemn ordinance. A
few days ago we were informed of a Free
Church minister in Cape Breton who, on
enquiring of one of his congregation . why
he had never been to the communion, was |
informed, that he had not been baptized.
On the minister learning this he directed
him to «come and reccive baptism. The
man replied that he thought he ought-to
know more about a change of heart before
taking so important a step as joining the
Churca. As the ministér related the cir-
cumstance he said, ** And then the man
had the impudence to call my attention to
the Bible for information on the subjeet.”
Whaen he found the man firm in his po-
sition, the minister called him ‘* one ¢f
these Anabaptists ' !! and used efforts to
deprive him of employment, in which we
were sorry to hear he was but too success-
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Separate Schools.

Tu1is subject has been again brought
before the public in two or three recently
published documents, and as we consider
it a highly important matter, far above the
party squabbles of meré politicians, -we |
shall not hesitate to speak out ‘upo thez
question. It is unnecessary that we sﬁould |
reiterate our objection toanything of the kind
and indeed toany favour being shown to one
denomination, as such, above another ; ag it
has been so fully expressed on several former
occasions, Our sentiments are unchanged.

As no one of the Protestant denominations | !

must have provision, made in the Common
Scheols for teaching their pecoliar views,
neither must the Roman Catholic body, or |
else the Schools cease to be alike Commonto |

<

Accordingly |

B

all; If such were the case, we should proba-
bly then have a demand in some distriets for
Separate Presbyterian Schools. ahd in others
Separate Methodist Schools, &c., while all
other children might attend the Common
School.. This, it is evident, ' would soon
produce results anything but favounrable in
an educational point of view, even to those

bodies themselves, without benéfitting edu- |

cation to any party, .

On - this subject, the Hon. J. McCully,
in a letter to the Morning Chronicle, of
Thursday last, says :1—

“ Now I must stell Doctor.Cramp, that se far
from agreeing to the “ Separate School ” elause,
1, for one, have ever set my face firmly and de-
terminately against it. When it was pressed by
the Roman Catholic hierarchy, through their
Catholic friends upon the late Administration,—
at a full meeting of the party, as is well known, I
made a bold and decided stand against it. And |
have further to inform the learned Doctor, of
what he. perhaps never before knew, that such
men as Annand of Halifax, Archibald of Col-
chester, Chambers of Newp8rt, the Hon. H. Bell,
and others stood forward and backed me up man-
fully, and declared they would never be parties o
a Bill, having a clause for “ Separate Schools,”
but'would resist it at all hazards and all conse-
quences. At my suggestion, the Bill, then be-
tore the Assembly, was deferred for the session.
That was the end of it. The credit of defeating
it belongs to men now in opposition, ‘and no
where else.” :

‘John Tobin,-Esqr., M.P.P., in reference
to this statement, writes, in a letter to the
Evening Express, of the following day :—

“ 1 may, in the first place, open up the history
of this celebra‘ed Eduecational Bill, which was
promised from the Vice:Regal throne in 1856,
and out of which so much political capital is at-
tempted to be made—so0 much mystification and
subterfuge used to catch those that have not had
an opportunity of -being intormed how it had
been introduced—who were the parties present
when it was introdueed, and why it was delerred ”

“The Liberal Government promised a measure
on Edueation ; and after the Housé bad been
some fime in session, they were taunted by the
opposition to bring . forward their Bill, but
strange to. say there was no Bill prepured nor
agreed upon by the Governm-nt, to be brought

* | forwatd.™

“ On its appearance the question was taken up
in detail, and after a full discussion in the.pres-
ence of the whole party it was agreed that a
clause for separate schools so far as Protestants
and Catholics were concerned, should he append-
ed to the Bill. This proposition passed without
a dissenting voice, the gentlemen of the Lower
House numed by Mr. McCully being present.
Whether the Honble. H. Bell or Honble. Jona
than MeCully were present Iam not now pre-
pared to say, but Il have a distinet recollection
that there were 36 gentlemgn of the Liberal
party in caucus, and there was neither Jissension
nor division, and the Honourable William Young,
Adams G. Archibald, and the writer, were ap-
pointed ommittee to prepare the separate
clauses. ving prepared them they were ap-
pended to the Bill, which was submitted to the
House in due form,—read a first time without
any debate, and re.erred to a Committee of the
whiole House, where it passed withouk opposition
or discussion on its'general principles,”

. - - »

“The Bill remained in Committee till towards
the close of the session, when it was with@rawn
by the Government.”

. - » . B

I -was prescnt at all the caucus meetings—
took part. in the discussion im the House when
the Bill was in Committee—and | neither saw
nor heard Mr. McCully, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Ap-
nand, Mr. Chambers, or Mr. Bell, either discoun-
tenance, denounce, or assail the Dill with or
without the separate clauses,”

We refrain from further extracts, as we
are not desirous of entering into the party
question. We have made the above quota-
tions simply for the purpose of informing
our readges, so that they may exercise their
own judgment as to the correct paternity of
the celebrated Separate School Clauses, and,
also, the present position of the question,

The Antigonish Casket has pronounced
in favour of Separdfe Schools by saying :—

“ We never will give any support to a Govern-
ment which does not recognise our full and un-
quadified right fo separate schools. In this, we
are certain that our course shall be approved of
by the eighty thousand Catholics of Nova Scotia.
In Canada, and the United Siates of America,

our co-religionists are struggling for the same
right.”

On this the Acadian Recorder remarks,
in an‘article under the above caption 1—

“ We do not know whether the essence of the
above pithy extract fromrthe Casket is intended
as a threal to the existing Government—it looks
remarkubly like it—or whether it is merely a
little bit of’ gratuitous information for the curious
public in general. Whichever is tle . fact, we
have a right to presume that the Government,
the Opposition, the Cutholics, the Protestants,
the publie at large, will tnke as deep an interest,
or nearly so, in knowing what edch of the other
polifical journals of Nova Beotia may feel dis-
yosed to do in a certain event, Let us call the
roll and see how we sl stand, Wel', then, let
the Jcadian Recorder “ testify,” We take this
opportunity of laying it down as a maxin by
which gur journal shall be guided—at all events,
under its present management,—that we never
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will give any support o a goveramen oty
does recognise the right of any Chureh, rel?;-;‘:,f:

seet, or denomination whatsoever, to hive s,
schools and participate in the public sehoo
for their support. Nay, a little further ;
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f A doe d we &h
do all that in our power lies in actively o st

any Governmént which shall carry, ‘or 'attgqnm
carry through the legislature, a Bill which Makey
any provision whatever for Separate g

Although we are also opposed to Sepa-
rate Public Schools, yet.that is no reago,
why we should abuse the Hon, Mr Youyxg
Mr. Apams G. ArcHiBALD aud Mr. Jopy
Tomrw for preparing-the- Separate.
Clauses for the Education Bill in 1858, yq,
yet the Editor of the Casket or Mr, Tobiy
for expressing their desire for such a me,.
sure now. They bave as good a right ¢,
their sentiments as we have to ouy
Neither do we oppose them merely beoay,
we are Protestants. - The principle of ang,
dowment of religion—a “national religy
—we censider essentially wrong, whetiy
in India, Turkey, Rome, or Nova Seoti,
and’ must do injustice to some partie,
Those clauses we consider contain thy
principle and therefore object to them. W,
approved generally of the Education Bil
introduced by Mr. Young, but objected
then as we do now to the said Separate
Clauses.

Bishop Binney’s Charge.

This week has been signalized by a great
gathering of Chureh of England Ministers fron
all parts of the Province for the purpose of
hearing their Bishop's charge—to attend their
Synod—and to take part in ghe business of the
Diocesan Society. 'There were, we would
Judge, about forty ministers in attendanee,
T'he Bishop delivered his charge to thém in St
Panl’s Chureh on Wednesday afternoon. Tlhe
reading of it oceupied two hours. It is custo-
mary, we believe, for bishops to do their speak.
ing to their clergy sitting ; at least Bishop Bin-
ney did so.  The clergy rose to listen but he
motioned to them to resume their seats, which
they did. He comm by thanking them
for their kindness to him daring the seven years
he had been among them. He then entered in-
4o a-defence ol Synuds and showed the negessity
for introducing the lay element. He, however,
expressed grave doubts as to the propriety, or
ut least the expediency, of the Synod’s elesting
Bishops. By an extract from Chrysostom he
showed how this power wus abused by Synods
in the olden time. He spoke at some length ot
the support of the cler
000 now received from England would hortly
be withheld. . He therefore proposed that to
supply the deficit and to strengthen the Church
permanently, a capital sum of 25,000 be raised
and funded. This would secure the ordinances
of the Gospel to many weak settlements which
must otherwise be unprovided for. He warned
the clergy against false delicacy in urging their
people to support the Gospel, and expressed a
hope that weckly collections should be made in
all the Churches. He denounced with energy
the prevalent disposition among people to ob-
tain the services of ministerk at the lowest pos-
sible rate.

Sikteen ministers wera added to the Church
during the lust two years. Some had gone to
other dioceses ; one had died ; and he felt com-
pelled to revoke the License of anvther. Three
missions are now vacant. He expressed regret
at the paueity of students at Windsor College,
and urged the clergy to use their influence tw
increase their number. He would not like to
admit any one inte holy orders who was unable
to read the Greek Testament.  He expressed
strong disapprobation of the proposed Separate
Schools for Romanists—was dissatisfied with
the present system-—but while better could not
be bad they might avail themselves of it and do
all in their power to supply its deficiencies.
He regretted that no religious instraction was
provided for by law. He strongly commended
the Normal School ; since their own had gone

N

down it wus well to attend that at Trure. He ,

felt that it was mainly beneficial to the County
of Colchester and to the Preshyterian and Free
Church. Ie regretted thut so tew teachers were
Episcopalians. He urged on them to visit fre-
quently the schools within' their reach—ulso to
attend particularly to the Sabbath Schools. lle
then gave long directions as to how they were
to propare their people for the ** Apostolic insti-
tution’’ of Confirmation ; it was a supplement
to Baptigm, an intrpduction to the holy Com-
manipn. They oug*t to pay special attention
to the Revival Seasons of thg Church-—Advent
and Lent. He spoke with severity and cor
tempt of -the wsual Revival meetings, Caw)
meetings and Protraucted meetings.  Thes
created mainly mere animal exeitement which
i away and did more harm than good
le did not ahsolutely condemp the Revivul of
lust year; but he explained it very simply.

He then went into the subjeet of Crosses and
Credence Tables. To t‘one of the sects'’ like
ourselves ull this seemed utterly childish, e,
however, went inte it with no weak fears as W
whether it was ludierous or not. He maintain-
ed that Crosses ought to be on all churches.
He rejoiced that there wus one in Halifux that
was surmounted by a Cross He ecould nob
anderstand how one who loves the eross of
Christ could object to it on w Chureh or on &
Book. He explained the state of the lww 0
reference to crosses. . He then showed at what
special moment of time the bread and wine in
the Communion ought to be luid on the Altar
and showed the necessity for a Credénce able
in every Church, e stited that the bréad and
wine were an Oblation, He cautioneéd: them

mpt to

and stated that £7,-
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