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-The reis'qps_ against, persec
¢

SeaNOus, style.

“and women, who have opinions different
“#rom those of the church of Jingland, (for

' multitudgs upon the other!

Apologj of some commonly called Ana’bap-]

tists, in behalf of themselves, and others of |

the same judgment with them, with their.
protestation against the late wicked ‘and
most horrid treasonable insurrection and
relsellion,” signed by thirty ministers and
others, at the head-of whom. were William

Christian dFessenger.
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THE following extract from the W. & R.

Kiffin and Thomas Denne, was presented
to the king the day after the outbreak.
But none of their number were compro-
mised, and Venner himself- had declared
that if he succeeded * the Baptists should
know that infant baptism was an ordinance
of Jesus Christ.””—(Crosby, ii. 65).

Two publications were issued- in 16.61,
which claim more than a cursory notice.
The objects of both were the same, namely,
to establish the iniquity of persecution—
to claim for the Baptists the rights of re-
ligious freedom—and to declare their \\.'11-
lingness, as loyal subjects, to obey the king
and his officers in all things lawful.

The first was t;ntitled, « A Plea for tole-
ration of opinions and persuasions in mat-
ters of religion,  differing from the church
of England.” It was written by *“ John
Sturgion, a member of the b ‘tize{i people.”
On are-concise-

containing a brief notice on the subject of
« Sabbath Desecration’’ in the City of Nexw"
York, is a distressing comment on the moral
condition of that. Great Metropolis,”«I'his,
however;~“affords but an imperfect outside
view of the deep sources of sii and corrup-
tion that rankle under tlie flimsy veil of
appearances that are-fo a certain degree
maintaingd on the-éxterior of a vast por-
tion of soeiety..~We greatly fear that the
evil is a growing one, on this side the At-
lantic-at-least,—and-that -even in our own
Proyince and Capital, the tone of moral
feeling as regards the right observance of
the Sabbath has become greatly relaxed of
late. Independent of its divine origin, we
devoutly believe thgt, considered as a -mere
human Institution, the proper observance
of the Sabbath day is an indispensable
means of preserving any thing like a healthy
moral state of feeling among tke great mass-

Iy give},

e e . )

And arepexpréssed
vous. style. - Ari exXWack,
«*Whoever shall"move"you

ngs to worship God, or to: take occasion by
la)'o‘se Jaws to grieve and afflict. poor men

such endeavours are not wanting by them
that know not of what spirit they are of ;)
this is matter of astonishment and wonder,
if your majesty consider it, how far such
men are from improving your excellent
proclamation against sweering, debauchery,
anl drunkenness,- or being in taverns after
nine of the clock at night. Oh ! how littie
notice-is taken of these proclamations, or
of the laws to which they direct, either by
the swearing, debauched persons themselves,
or by your majesty’s sabordinate ministers
And how few, if any, have been prosecuted
npon those two proclamations, and what
And this is
much to be lamented, that men may with
less danger meet at taverns, ale-houses, and
other placess of debauchery, to drink above
measure, or swear, game, rant and tear, as
if there were neither heaven nor hell, God
nor magistrates ; but if a few poor men
and women meet-together in the fear of the
Lord, . . . . at such meetings many are
offended.”

* Whoever uses force upon the body to
change the mind, or to make men believe
something they are not persuaded of, or to
disbelieve something they have received for
truth, or to leave off worshippinug God in
that way which they think is most agreea-
bie to his wlll; they will have no better
success than that man had, that clapt his
shoulder to the ground to stop the earth-
quake.” '

““ He, therefore, that in this case useth
force or punishment, punisheth a man for
keeping a good conscience, or forceth him
into a bad. He both punishes :sincerity,
and persuades hypocerisy., He persecutes
truth, and dtives into an error. He teach-
eth a man to dissemble, to be safe ; but
never to be honest, or acceptable to God.”
—(Tracts on Liberty of Conscience, pp.
327, 332, 336).. *

The second pamphlet was entitled, “Sion’s
groans for her distressed ; or, sober endea-
.vours-to prevent innocent blood,” &c. 'The

names of seven Baptist ministers are ap-[

pended to the *‘ Epistle to the Reader.”
They were all sufferers as well as labourers.
One of them, Joseph Wright, spent no less
than twenty years in prison for the truth’s
sake. The others were, Thomas Monck,
who laboured in Buckinghamshire ; George
Hammon and William Jeffery, in Kent;
Francis *Stanley, in , Northamptonshire ;
Williant Reynolds, in Lincolnshire ; and
Francis Smith.

Yours truly,

From my Study, MEexNo,

Jan. 30, 1858.

“Protestant Countries

es of any population. = -At.any-gata we finds
: e e day hasfrreomé secular-
ness or pleasure,"as

1 a ,_est;aﬁ 1
morals have become grieviousty deteriorat

s 2
SABBATH DESECRATION.

“During the month of April last a meeting:
consisting of clergymen and laymen of different
denominations, was held to consider if anything
could be done to secure the better observance of
the Sahbath. That committee have just reported.
By this report it appears that in Jast June, the
following places of trade, amusement and dissipa-
tion were kept open on the Sabbath; the same
state of things prevails at present. 437 restaur-
ants, 1234, confectionary and cigar stores, 85
dance houses and other similar places of amuse-
ment, 2419 dry goods and other similar stores,
1977 groceries, 3408 liquor shops and drinking
saloons, besides various other places of Sabbath
desecration, making in all more than 9600! All
this besides the thousands that leave the city on
every pleasant Sabbath for extursions by rail or
boat, to ‘the suburban neighbourhood ; together
with military funerals, processions of various
kinds which often disturb worshipping assemblies;
and the constant noise of milk carts, butchers’
carts, and other noisy methods of secular pur-
suit. It isa sad picture, and makes our city more
like a heathen than a Christian city, as it would
appear to a looker on.”

ed. |

WEe have been favoured with a copy of
the Rev, G. W. Hill's-Lecture on Old Tes-
tament History, its chronology, &e. &ec.
A nmumber of highly interesting facts are

toimproveit. What difficulties surround the mere
suggestion. The” many interests to subserve
stand before us at“the very mention of & new

Pfaithful to his Confession, beholds thought and

find men-if@avhom all Ch¥istians cguld have pers’

agains

here brought together respecting the sacred
volume, which cannot be remembered with-
out producing in the mind strongei confi-
dence in the Bible as the Word of God,
and a more earnest desire to discover from
it the great and glorious truths for which
especially it is given to the @hurch of God.
The lecturer has, however, unfortunately
introduced the subject of Bible Revisior,
and very unfairly connected two very im-
portant questions and thrown them into
one, whereas they are entirely distinct, and
should at all times be treated separately,
as one is entirely independent of the other.
At page 25 My Hill asks, ¢ Is the Bible an
inspired book, and does the authorised
version need Revision !”” Now while we
do not feel called upon to justify every at-
tempt that may be made toamend theauthor-
ised version or even to defend the rendering
given to some passages by those empioyed
in this work by the American Bible Union,
the only body we know of specially organ-
ized for this work, we should be doing in-
justice to ourselves and those of our own
denomination as well as others, were we to
ellow any mists to gather around the sub-
ject, without an effort to dissipate them.
A subject of such vast moment deserves at
least to be fairly placed before the public.
An audience suck as that before whom the
lecture was delivered, deserved to have this
subject introduced to them, if at all, free
from other matters calculated to prejudice
their minds. Professor Hill has confound-
ed, we believe unintentionally, the Book
itself, and what is called the Authorised

For the Christian Messenger.

Prayer for Colleges.
DeAr BroTHER,

Thurs lay, the 25th inst., will be the day
of *« Prayer for Colleges.”” 1 trust it will
be generally observed by our Churches.
It is a time of difficulty and trial. Let the
hearts of God's people be uplifted to Him,

who can afford us * present help,” and
make ** darkness light.”

L

Yours truly,
J.- M. Craxp,

Version.

At page 26, efter very justly describing
the Divine oracles, he remarks : —

“Of the great fact that the sacred writibgs are
in truth the oracles of the living God we have
abundant witness. The Book comes boldly ¢laim-
ing the character, while the morality it teaches
attests a heavenly origin; the voice of prephecy,
uttered from every page, proclaims the assertion

true} and miracles unquestionably stamp the seal
of God upon its words. ;

and then asks—And does this book, 80 fa-
miliar to us all, need revision? Inreply
he proceeds :

 Acadia College, Feb. 2, 1858,

“ With some few expressions now antique, some

should remain as now, than ;ﬁ?’attem hgtnade

ttanslation. The Episcopalian, strong in his
belief and ponscidus of his rectitude, demands a

Baptist struggles for the right rendering of the
contested word “baptise:” the Presbyterian,

language through this medium, while the Wes-
leyan, standing on another point, sees some ques-
tions wear a different aspect. Who shall yield ?
Where shall conscience sit as arbiter, or must it
decline its presence at the council of the learned ?
We cannot part with the ¢ld familiar language ;
it is associated with our childhood ; its wox:ds
ring sweet music in our ears ; it is bound up with
the Sabbaths and Church-goings of one-seventh
of our lives; it is quoted by our statesmen and
philosophers, by our historians and divines, by
our scholars and authors of every shade. We
meet it everywhere and everywhere it is dear'to us,
We are told by the most eminent scholars
that Germany had ro language of literature until
Luther translated the Bible; from that the Teu-
tonic tongue became invested with dignity and
importance, until it stood in the fore rank for
comprehensiveness and flexibility. Our authoris-
ed version did not accomplish this for the En-
glish langurge, but it has been a strong check to|
the perversion of "the Anglo-Saxon tongue, a

thoughta of the-nation miBht revolve. “Were'it
possible, indeed, to make a few alterations, and

fect eonfidence as to ability ang integrity, then np
Munansye_mble)o“bjgctjea ¢ould be brodghts
he propdsition. But as “the practical
execution is as.difficult as the -theoretical design
is simple, we are content to feel with this Book
in_our_hands that-we have “-the words of etérnal
life.” May they be found so to you, and may the
study of the law, the prophets and the psalms
lead you to Him of whom they spake, even Jesus
Christ, the great subject of their testimony.”
Now we very much doubt if any pious
man belonging to either of the bodies he
referred to, would admit that, as the groung

God's Word. Much that is advanced in
favour of the commonly received version
of the Bible, we freely admit as unquestion-
able, but we must not forget .that to make
this version the final one for all suceeding
ages,.is inconsistent with the various stages
through which it has passed to arrive at its
present exalted position. This remark will
apply with peculiar force toour Episcopalian
brethren, who themselves constantly. use
two different” versions of the book of
Psalms. The Psalms of David as found
in the Common Prayer Book, are surely
no less inspired than our more modern
versions - authorised” by King James.
Some clergymen of that body do not
hesitate to ‘take texts for their sermons
from the former versiom in preferenee to
that of the latter. Our readers may see
the "variations by placing a few .passages
from both, side by side, and we venture to
affirm that future revisors would not make
a greater difference in théir rendering.
The faith of the masses in our Inspired
Book in‘all probability would ‘not be more
disturbed than it was by the various ver-
sions which. took place from the days of
Wickliffe in 1380, down to 1611, when
King James's version was so generally
adopted.
Notwithstanding Mr. Hill's conclusion
against a new revision of the Scriptures,
he has himself engaged in the good work.
At page 13 he says :— 90,
“ Another inconsistency adduced against the.
sacred narrative is found in the statement put
forth by infidels rrespecting the rainbow. It is
said that a rainbow must have existed previous
to its mention after the flood, and yet it is there
spoken of as being instituted. Our translation
would give this some countenance, asserting that
when Noah went forth from the ark, God said,
“]do set my bow in the cloud,” asa symbol
that the waters of the ocean shall never again so
overflow as to destroy. the inhabitants of the
world.. Now the literal rendering 1s, “I do qp-
point. my bow in the cloud,” the very expression
showing that it had existed before, and was only
now made use of as a-sign of God’s future pur-
poses.” s

Inspiration and Translation, or Revision,
are no more connected than are the authen-
ticity of a proclamation of our ,Sovereign
to hersubjects in India, and its translation
into that language. |

not having a book of Common Prayer, may
not bé able to compare the two versions,
we have selected a few passages:

PRAYER BOOK.

Psalm i.4. Buressep is
the man that hath not
walked in the counsel of
the angodly, nor stood in
the way of sinners: and
hath not sat in the seat of
the seornful.

xii. 1. Hewe me, Lord
for there is not ome godly
man left: for fhe faithful
are minished from among
the children of mex.

AUTHORISED VERSION.
Psalm i. 1. Bressep is
the man that walketh not
in the connsel of the un-
godly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, noc sitteth
in the seat of the scornful.

xii. 1. Heue, Lord, for

the godl)‘- man ‘ceaseth ;
for the faithfal fail from

among
men. .

»

few thoughts “not fully expressed, far better it

favourablé view of his Church : the conseientious |

grand weeatre. around _aghichs. the - words and-e.. - -

he would take as translator or revisor of|

the children of

2. One day telleth an-

other: and one night cer- eth speech, and night wnto

tifieth another. - night sheweth knowledge,
3. There is neither 3. There is no speech

speech nor language: but nor language, where their

their voices are heard a- voice is not heard.

mong them. S i

xxix. 1. BriNa unto b%oxxfx. 1. Giveanto the
the Lord, O ye mighty, -Eorp, O ye mighty, give
bring young rams unto unto the Lorp glory and
the Lord: ascribe unto - strength. :
the Lord worship and
strength.

2. Give the Lord the
honour due wunto his
Name: worship the Lord
with hely worship.

lii. 1. Wax boasteth
thou thyself, thou tyrant:
that thou canst do mis-
chief;

2. Whereas the good-
ness of God: endureth yet
daily ?

3. Thy tongue imagin-
eth wickedness: and with
lies thou cuttest like a
sharp razor.

10. I will always give
thanks unto thee for that
thou hast done: and I will
hope in thy Name, for thy
saints like it well.

lili. 1. Taefoolish body
hath said in his heart:
There is no God. :

2. Day unto day ut.m;

2. Give unto the LoRrp
the glory due wunto his
name; worship the Lorp
in the beauty of holiness.

dii. 1. ~“Wuy Dboastest
thou thyself in mischief, O

_mighty man? the good-
ness of God endureth con-
tinually.

2. Thy tongue deviseth
mischiefs; like a sharp
razor, working deceitfully.

9. I will prai;e thee

done «: and I will wait on
thy name; for i is good
before thy saints.

liii. 1. Tue fool hath
said in his heart, There is
no God, Corruptare they,
and haye donebominable
iniquity® .""M': is none that
Fda . doeth good."

We donot wish by
derstbod as. passing any deeid_ed',pii:icm on
tHé “question of revision._ Wea.h

sired simply to remove the impression
thét the .Divine authority of the sacred

question-of Translation or Revision, ...
The real Word of God is that whigh Holy
men of old spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost, in the language they themselves
spoke and understood ; and whatevef version
in whatever language most nearly gxpresses
the true meaning of the original; must be
the best, whether ancient or modesg
or old.

The Rev. Mr. Churchill will please acce}

India. We had a notice of the lecture
written for our columns immediately after
its delivery, but, the press of matter com-
pelled- us Yo lay it aside with some other
articles. It treats the subject in a most
lucid and interesting manner. The nature
of caste and the evils to which it leads are
cleatly developed. For a history of the
past and the grounds of hope for the future,
we know of nothing that gives an equal
amount in so small a compass. The cons
nection of our own body with India in
having sent a Carey, a Marshman, a Ward,
and many other worthies there as mission-
aries, must ever render anything respecting

that country and its evangelization deeply
interesting to us.

WEe have received another communica-
tion respecting Acadia College, besides the
one found in another column, and should
have given it insertion if the writer had
entrusted us with his name. The senti-
ments it expressed, as well as those of
“ Philos,” will find a deep, and we trust
an effectual response in many hearts. We

credit so' heavy as that so justly dreaded,
can be reserved for the Baptists of Nova
Scotia. *Men of Israel, help!”

CorrecTroN.—The Liverpool Transcript
gives the following extract of a letter re-
ceived from the son of C. Morse, Esqr., on
board the Aibacore, from that Port to De-
merara, belonging to S. Morton, Esqr, :—

“ We arrived here after a of 16 days, a
very good run, but if we had a chronometer
we should have made the passage in 12 or 18 days.”

Sylvanus Morten, Esq., has just called
and wishes us to say that the above state-
ment must have arisen from some mistake,
as the Albacore was furnished with a valua-
ble chronometer on her leaving Liverpool.

Tae PARisHE ScHOOL ADVOCATE, is a
new monthly periodical of 16 pages, just
issued from the press of Mr. James Barnes.
Edited by Alexander Munro, Bay Verte,
N. B: The term * Parish'" is used in New
Brunswick we believe, but our own term

A B R iet”? . " 1, o
For the convenience of our readers ivho.+ District™ or * Common,” we greatiy pre

fer for the public schools.

The Prospectus states the object proposed
in the publication of this new magazine to
be, * the advancement of Parish Sehool
Education in the Lower provinces of British
North America,” . ;

propositions as the:Prarrorm on which he
purposes standing.” :

1. Free ScHooLs, and their support to 8
limited extent by direct assessment.
2, The BiBLE, the testmark of moral obliga-
tion, without which education is useless,

3. No Porrmes, further than what, relates to
edMOB.. i Jix

xix. 1. Tus heave xix. 1. Tuar heavens
declare the glory of God: declare the glory of God;
and the firmament hew- and the firmament shew-
eth his handy work. ~ eth his handywork.

4. Articleson general literature. will be ad-
| mitted when space permits,

for ever, because thou hast

the abote to be un-.

e de-, .'

writings are likely to be disturbed by the

our thanks for a copy of his Lecture on *

will npt believe that a misfortune and dis-

The Editor lays down the ‘ollowing four.

Steamer, ¥
or, Lord
all proba\:

QOur o
last with |
iven as 1
pired.
o in thel
intend

L ) vernme

ve Coun
ature of
een alre
pot yet a
ures of
We supp
jentation
ill be |
bion thar
will prob
mount
fistribut
A ssembl
eneral
% dOUb
+ opted.
egulate
Jer's are
nequal

. Weo
e Kan
.t an
tes hs
L Cons
farce
rity, ¢
and
yét,
hg nur

on |




