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Poetry. i 

The Changed Oren of 

It wos a time of sadness, and my heart, 
Although it knew and felt the better part, ' 
Felt wearied with the eonfliet and the strife, 
And all the needful diseipline of life; 
Aud while | thought on these as given to me, 
My trinl-tests of faith and love tb be, 
It seemed as if | never eould be sure, 
That faithful to the end L should endure. 

And thus no longer trusting to His might 
Who says, “We walk by faith and uot by sight;” 
Doubting, and almost eoing to despair, 
The thought arose—my eross | eannot bear; 
Far heavier ite weight must surcly be, 
Than those of others which I daily see; 
O! if | might some other burden choose, 
Methinks I should net fear my crown to lose, 

A solemn silence reigned on all around— 
Een Nature's voices uttered not a sound ; 
The evening shadows seemed of peane to tell; 
And sleep upon my weary spirit tell 
A woment's pause, and then a heavenly light 
Bewmed fall upon my wondering sight; 
Angels on silvery wiigs seemed everywhere, 
Aud soruph-musie thrilled the balmy air, 

Then one more fair than all the rest Lo see, 
One to whom all the others bowed the knee, 
Came geutly to me, as | trembling lay, 
Aud “Follow me” He said, “| am the way" 
Theo speaking thas, He led me fur above, 
And there, beneuth a canopy of love, 
Crosses of divers shape and size were seen, 
Larger and siuakler than my own had been. 

And one there was, moet beauteous to behold 
A little one with jewels set in gold;  - 
Alt this, methought, | can with comfort wear, 
For iv will be an easy one to bear; 
And so the little eross I quickly wok, 
Lut all at once my frame bencath me shook, 

. The sparkling jewels. fair were they to see; 
© But far tuo heavy was their weight for me. 

This may not be, I eried, and looked again, 
Tu see if there were any here could nse wy pain; 
But vue by one | passed thew slowly by, 
Til on a lovely one | cast ny eye; 

Wondering | gaged, and still | wopdered more, 
To think so many should have passed it o'er. 

But O! that form so beautiful to we,’ 
Soon made its hidden sorrows known to me; 
Thorns lay beneath those flowers and colours fair; 
Borrowing | said, “This eros I may not bear.” 

Aud so it was with cach and all around, 
Not one 16 suit my need could there be found; ' 
Weeping, I laid each heavy burden down, 
As my Guide gently said, “No cross) no crown.” 

At length to Him T raised my saddened heart; 
He knew its sorrows, bade its doubts depart; 
“Be not afraid,” He said, ‘but trust in me, 
My perfect love shall now be shown to thee.” 
Aud then with lightened eyes and willing feet, 
Again | turned my earthly cross to meet; 
With forward footsteps, turning not aside, 
Four fear sume hidden evil might betide. 

And there in the prepared, appointed way, 
Listening to hear, and ready to obey, 
A crouse | quickly found, of pladnest form, 
With only words of love inscribed thereon; 
With thankfulness | raised it from the rest, 
And joyfully saknowledged it the hest,~— 
The only one of sll the many there, 
That | could feel was good fur we tu bear. 

And while | thus my chosen one confessed, 
I saw a heavenly brightness on it rest, 
Aud as | bout my busden Ww sustain, 
I recognised my owe old cross again; 
But of how dillopont did it seein vs 74 be, 
Now | had learned its preciousness to see! 
No lounger could I unbelieving say, 
Perbaps another is & belter way, 

Ah no! henceforth my own desire shall be, 
That Le who knows me best should choose for me; 
Aud 50 whate'er his love sees good to send, 
PH trust it's best becattse he knows the end. 

“For I know the thoughts that I think towards you, 
thoughts of peace and pa to give RY 
pected ond. ~~Jorcuiash xxix. | 

ifinceblaneous. 
Swedish Colporteur's Trials. for 

the Truth, 
The following interesting extracts are 

taken from a recent report of a colporteur 
of the Am. Bap. Pub. Society in Sweden 

‘In the mooth r - A 
easion, | ei (fe. a yd 2 r 
sembly ; two pins s+ 

| feel the force of blows and kicks, 

‘| turn home from a missionary tour, I founil 

| was not the worst. 

{a sentence from the High Court to pay a 

-gehist; *tive-trivh-osk pruned of “its dead 

They dlitharged ‘a a gun 

overcoat, but not one was permitted to 
‘reach my body. 

‘At another meeting, however, 1 was at- 
tacked three different times by enemies, 
and because I was a Baptist, was made to 

One ol 
the fellows, however, followed me twelve 
miles and begged for forgiveness, which af- 
forded me an opportunity to speak to him 
the word of God, by which he seemed 
greatly moved, 

‘On another occasion a district sergeant 
came to arrest me for preaching. 1 be- 
sought him to permit me first to engage in 
prayer, Ile consented, On rising from 
my knees, I observed that his eyes were 
filled with tears, 1 asked Lim if 1 should 
prepare myself to leave. He replied, 
“Neither you nor any other Baptist shall 
from this day be disturbed by me, pray for 
me, Farewell” 

‘Before my conversion I was a school 
teacher, and organist in one of the State 
churches. A short time since, on my re- 

a bill from the priest of that church of $50 
for the salary of the schoolmastsr whom 
they had elected to the place frem which 
they had expelled me because I had been 
baptized, This seemed very cruel, but it 

Soon alter | received 

much larger amount, as the salary of the 
man whom they had elected as organist. 
The fact that for adherence to duty I should 
first be rejected from these offices, and then 
made to pay the salaries of men put in my 

,| ist population, and to increase absolutely 

place, seemed very hard and threw me into 
great pevplexit 7 and darkness of mind. 1 
was almost le 

to in the assurance 
that He ordered all for the best, 

‘Not long since I met with six persons 
who had previously received books and 
tracts from me. One said, ‘I have ex- 
perienced Jesse from reading your tract, 
“Come to Jesus,”" Three said, “By read- 
ing these tracts on baptism, our prejudices 
against the Baptists have been removed,’ 

‘On another occasion a priest acknow- 
ledged that the Baptists were right, and 

thanked God that they were permitted to 
live in these blessed times, and begged me 
to thank the Am, Bup. Pub, Society for 
them, for sending colporteurs to this coun- 
try. + But for this,” said they, “we would 
sll be in darkness.” 

‘I feel it a privilege to travel about and 
preach the word of God, He has been 
with me and given me great joy amid all 
my trials, During the quarter, 80 days, 1 
have preached 111 sermons; held 23 
prayer-meetings ; sold 495 books, given 
away 82, and 472 pages of tracts, and visit- 
ed 417 families, I have also been permitted 
to baptize 7 persons, and to organize 4 
Sunday- 4chools, 

Better Dew for Srotomd. 

The Evangelist of last week contains a 
letter from a Dublin correspondent, which 
presents the prospects of Ireland in a very 
encouraging Wri Bome ten or twelve 
ears ago Catholicism was in the ascendancy 

in that unhappy country ; of its polation 
of eight millions, five were Papists. This 
number was reduced materially by the ex- 
tensive emigration during the year of fa- 
mine. ‘Irom that moment,’ says the Evan- 

vig pattage 
parliament of a bill for the Relief of Bo 
cumbered Iistates advanced the prosperity 
of the country, by bringing into market the 

mortgaged estates, now are 
inte numerous farms, 

went his "that y 
‘While a meetin 

to doubt the promises of | 
pons fours oroend its seu ptured form I ie But after 4 time, I was by His good 

lads ly somimed 110 AL soiuibinedi 

asked me to pray for him. Many haye 

iii (hat it escaped through his lips at the 

and man ladies, who, in violation of the heredi- | is 

svnine to 

ALIPAY, NOVA SCOTIA, WEDNESDAY. MARCH 16, 1859), 

ul head was inj dvoid 

{at me, several of the shot penetrated my 
somes frien rank and position, from larger 
wealth and superior intelligence, gives to 
that half of the nation an immense prepon- 
derance. ‘I'he result of these combined 
material and moral influences has been mar- 
vellous, "I'he whole country. begins to 
wear a new aspect. Industry takes the 
place of idleness, and education of ignor- 
ance, - Children are growing up wiser than 
their. fathers ; and the most turbulent 
a becoming peaceable and happy 
abourers. Eve the dreariest parts of 
Connaught and Munster, where the Irish 
were half savages, are beginning to show 
signs of improvement, Industry revives 
under the stimulus of hope, and already it 
is beginning to earn its reward.” The neat 
English cottage takes the place of the Irish 
hovel, and the whole land becomes the 
abode of peace and plenty.’ | 
We have not entire confidence in the re- | 

liability of the method of estimate adopted Hi 

by the correspondent of the Evangelist, | 
but hope that it is’ proximately true, It is’ 
certain that any change in the character of | 
the population of Ireland, for several years, | 
has tended directly to diminish the Roman- 

as well as proportionately, the Protestant. 
This remarkable change in the condition of 
Ireland has stolen upon us unawares, and 
is calculated to excite devout reflections 
upon the wonderful ways of God's Provi- 

dence, What nation was so hopelessly 
priest-ridden? The Romish religion had 
obtained évery advantage by reason of ig- 
norance and superstition, and was continu- 
ally strengthened by artful appeals to the 
passions and patriotism of that lively, easily 
led people, and by the continual and inti- 
mate jofluence of a numerous clergy. It 
has been the strong hold of Romanism, 
Not even Bpain was so bigot and infac- 
cenallbl But in His own time, God jnter- 
oases. When He speaks, when He moves, 
we vain is human calculation or opposi- 
tion! We remember His wonder-workings 
in China, in Turkey, in Burmah, and in the 

Islands of the far-off sea. Now, in § man- 
ner peculiar and unforeseen, His hand is 
visible in Ireland, 
Our hearts warm towards the Irish, with 

ardent human feeling. What they are to 
us every one knows. They bring here 
their warm sympathetic traits, their glow- 
ing novguhiel impulses, their fun-loving, 
spendthnft, crown-cracking propensities. 
They love this country, they are a large 
and important element of our population, 
and in spite of the mischief which their 
wayward and rollicking proclivities make, 
no hearty human being can help feeling 
that pak, Hts for them which just such 
genial qualities as theirs must always in- 
spire, however a sober judgment disap- 
proves, The Irish are not thrifty—they 
are Nature's good-fellows, and always will 
be. But take away from them that soul- 
crushing incubus of priesteraft and ignor- 
ance, and see what a change a few genera. 
tions of freedom and pure religion will 
make! They constityte the vivacious ele- 
ment of humanity, and their liveliness 

of their amiable unthrift, will probably al- 
ways occu y an inferior position in society, 
— Arowicle, 

All abil fll 

Kissing (says an ancient writer,) was an 
act of religion in ancient Rome, The near: 
est friend of a dying person performed the 
rite of receiving his soul by a kiss, suppos- | 

moment of expiration, 
The sacredness of the kiss was inviolable 

among the ory a for a long time. At 
len ‘h it was degraded into & current form 
of Abide liny ascribes the introdue- 
tion of the custom the degeneracy of Ro- 

tary of the females of Rome, de- 
indulgenes of wine. ee 

was resorted to by ‘those 

stands them in good stead, who by reason | 
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tion of all careful heads of families.’ The 
kiss was, in process of time, diffused gener- 
ally as a form of salutation in Rome, where 
men testified their regard and th# warmth 
of their welcome for each other, chiefly by 
the number of their kisses, 
Amongst the early Christians the kiss 

of peace was a‘ sacred ceremony, observed 
upon their most solemn oceasions, It was 
called signaculum orationis—1ihe seal of 
prayer; and a symbol of that mutual for- 
giveness and reconciliation which the 
Church required, as an essential condition, 
belore any one was admitted to the sacra- 
ments, ‘The Roman civilians, at length, 
took the kiss under their protection, The 
kiss had all the virtue of a bond, granted 
as a seal to the ceremony of betrothing ; 
and if the husband elect broke the engage- 
ment, repenting of what he had done, he 
surrendered amoiety of the presents received 
in the ceremony of betrolhing, in couse- 

‘quence of the v iolation done to the modesty 
"of the lady by a kiss. 

Will any of eur readers plead guilty to 
ever having acted like foolish Robin, whose 
stupidity is immortalized in these six lines; 
‘Come, kiss me ” said Robin, I gently said “No! 

' For my mother forbade me to play with wen so” 
Ashatued by my answer he glided away, 
Though wy looks very plainly advised me to stay. 
Billy swain, net at all recollcoting nus hore 
That Aes mother ne'er said that he must not kiss me.’ 

— Young Men's Magazine, 

A Wedding in the Olden Time. 

Mi. Epitos—As an accompaniment to 
the able article on Isaae. Backus, in your 
issue of the 3d inst, | am tempted to quate 
from Prof. Hovey's book the account of 
Mi. Backus’ wedding, which is sufficiently 
quaint and unlike those of modern times. 
‘1t took place at Miss Mason's house, where 
a goudly company of friends and neighbors 
assembled. A psalm was read by Rev, My, 
Shepard, of Attlegbore’, a hymn was sung, 
and prayer offered,  * Then,” says Mr. 
Backus,~*'l took my dear Susan by the 
hand, and spoke something of the sense I 
had of our standing aud acting in the pre- 
sence of God, and also how He had clearly 
pointed out to me the person to be my 
companion and a helper meet for me, Then 
| declared the marriage covenant, and she 
did the same, Thereupon Eugene Foster 
solemnly declared that we were lawlully 
husband and wife." The bridal salutations 
are described in the following manner : 
‘Brother Shepard wished us a blessing, and 
gave us good exhortation, and so did some 
athers. Awnother prayer was offered, after 
which all united in singing the one hundred 
and first paaln; this was followed by “ 
short sermon from Mr, Backus himself, 
This would be considered rather longs 

winded at the present day! We join in 
the congratulations, trusting—though no 
mention is made——that there was no defi- 
ciency of nut cakes, or other more delicate 
or more substantial edibles. 

This baok will be extensively read, and 
is an useful contribution to eur New Eag- 
land theocratic, historical and biographical 
literature.~~* AnrviQuasivs' in N 
Chronicle. 

— en ra ww er 

Coarse and Fine. 

There stands Mrs, Green, at her cottage 
door, waiting for her Bill to come home 
from work, “Wretched, slatternl woman!" 
Now, why call her names? ¢ is not 
your wife, remember. Bhe is not that per- 
fect model 
sanal. oF old ‘arrangements, which 
ou have had the good fortune to secure, 
f she were, you don't suppose she would 
have Bugs. | Bill Green, or have added 
very materially to his comfort il she had so 
vi opm + She would very ag id 

ve put pogr out, you may 
sure, "In hie eyes, pony, she is all that 
is desirable as she is. He prefers her in » 
sap or, shall we say Low -e 
wu A it, ded the : 

ate gl bus Rr 
oy Rall Wh ge eX ing, it is true 

ju belo weit Bw proceeding 
pM Xei to be defended ; 4 remem- 
Mrs. Rbadamanthus—oh no, meves 

swears, certainly not; bly doesn't 
know bow—but conveyed to you this same 

of elegance and propriety. in-per--—— 


