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Poetry. b) 
For the Christian Messenger. 
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All ‘else of her in death has faded 
Except this little lock of hair, 

Which once her noble forehead shaded, 
And clustered in bright ringlets there, 

Its kindred locks are lying too 
Cold, cold within the silent grave ; 

And this in all that's left us now, : ° 
"I'is all of her that we could save, 
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From off her marble brow we sheared it, v 
When death had placed his signet there 

And sacred do we hold this relic, 
This lock of Fayefi’ Irene's hair. * 

This little golden shining tress i 
Still bids a thousand memories start ; 

"Lis all that's lett of loveliness, 
And 1 will bind it to my heart, 
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"Iie pn memento of the past 
That brings to mind her lovely form, 

Too sweet, too beautiful to last, : 
Too fair to suffer wind and storm, 

And though no more we see her face 
Amid our little cirele move, 

"I'is pleasing still to have a trace 
of one who shared our ardent love, 

The little golden shining tress 
That graceful waved upon her brow, 

Is like u haleyons halo bright 
To cheer our saddened spirits now. 

It is a precious treasured thing, 
I keep it with a jealous care, 

And naught enn e'er such feelings bring 
As Fayew' lrene’s silken hair, 
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Protestantism in Italy. 

We noticed last week. that ltaly at the 

present time presents some features of a 

highly interesting character. We find an 
article on this subject in a late number 
of the London Freeman, which we have 

slightly condensed, and believe will be read 

with pleasure by all friends of genuine 
Protestantism ; — 

In the bosom of modern Italy, as else- 
where on the Continent, dark possibilities 
slumber, The thoughtful observer of the 
phase through which the people of that 

country are now passing, has no hesitation 
in pronouncing with distinct and fearful 
emphasis, that, unless all history bo a de- 
lusion and a lie, “the end is not yet!" 
Political and religious despots, in the con- 
temptible ways in which the necessities of 
modern Europe compel them to exercise 
their power, may now seem to grin. satis- 
faction over the temporary triumphs which 
they haye sehieved, but inwardly they are 
stung with the painful sense of fast-vanish- 
ing power. “We are glad to see you in 
Rome, General,’ said one of the cardinals 
to the officer in command of the French 
troops, “for if you were to go to-day, we 
must be off to-moreow.” *Pardpn me,” 
said the polite Frenchman, “but if you will 
allow me to offer a word of advice, it will 
be to take cave to go the day before ws. 
“A significant look and shrug ended the in- 
“terview, To outside observers, who are 
not infatuated with the possession of power, 
the tremendous issues with which the pre- 
sent state of things is pregnant, is, if pos- 
sible, still more obvious, 

I'he present pause is one of slowly 
gathering energy. It is terrible in its very 
calm, The instincts of crowned and mitred 
selfishness are just wise enough to take 
alarm at the forces which are kept fora 
time, and for a time only, in 0. 
The causes of those volcanic heavings which 
bave agnin and again unsettled, thrones, 
and threatened to arrange alresh the map 
of Continental Karope, are not only still in 
action, but with increasing, though quiet, 
virulence, ‘Lhroughout the lialian States, 
with the exception of Sardinia, which is 
felt to be as yet but an expenment, the ul 
timate success of which depends upon many 
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being gradually butfly accumulsted, to | peasants; day-labourers, mechanics, small 

ce and mpddened | shopkeepers, and servants; but as excep- 
p the | tions te this rulo may be named Count 

o much les infect- | Guiccardini and five or six others, who, 
8 of Cathilicism, | driven from Tuscany, are now labouring in 
ing commdy to all | the same great work in Sardinia. 

for the women, partly from their more re- 
tired habits, and still more frem the greater 

expository discourse on t 

which gonsisted of persons from twenty-five 
to fifty jyears of age, were remarkably at- 
tentives Severul of them were evidently 
persons of education and intelligence, and 
above the labouring class in social position ; 
but the mass were poor, and, with the ex- 
ception of a soldier and two or three sea- 
faring men, the ordinary poor of a large 
eity, . + . At Alessandria we found 
that the brethren, besides assembling three 
times on the Lord's day, met every evening 
for worship or instruction. We happened 
to be there on a Tuesday, and on expressing 

nary week-day services, were told that on 
Sundays the room was crowded, sometimes 

the towaspeople attending in such numbers 
that it was impossible to obtain standing 
room; but that on week-nights compara 
tively few came, the members of the church 
being almost exclusively labourers, working 
from five in the morning till seven in the 
evening, and consequently too weary to at- 
tend regularly, Determined to ascertain 
what we could from personal observation, 
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we found our way to the place of meeting 
‘by half-past eight, the time appointed, when 

in scene presented itself which we shall 
pever forget. Forty-two men and thirty 
women were there, all in the prime of life, 
al} in the dress which they had worn 
through the day—weary, toil-worn, rough 
labourers, There they were, seated on 

| benches, all who could read-—and they 
| were many~-with an Italian New ‘Testa 
‘ment in band, which they were regarding 
with deep and fixed interest, "The evan- 
gelist, nitting in front, was reading a chap- 

he went on, and at intervals interrupting, 
4 but at the same time enlivening, the exer- 

Miwhether he was understood. « The answers 

n Rmotion, and then a hymn was sung, a sim- 

u fnown lines 
‘Just as | wm, without one ples, 
O Lamb of God, 1 come to thee,’ 

Bome of the characteristics of these I'ro- 
tants who are springing up under the 
ful shadow of the Romish Church are as 
arkable as their growing numbers, It 
be observed that the utter primitivism 

oftheir mode of worship and of thelr church 
titution, is a matter of deliberate and 
ided choice ; so, on the same principle, 

isjtheir continued separateness from the 
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ted attempts on the part of the Vaudois 
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——a shop; religion, in whatever form it 
may be presented, negozio—a craft or trade; 
ministers, of whatever denomination, ipo- 
criti—hypocrites. —Hence, on the time- 
honoured principle of wishing to be “as 
unlike Peter as possible,” the Italians, it 

The ‘meetings, as conducted by these | appears, are determined, when they become 
full libertyjannot, ni Italians, attest the presence of a | Protestants, to have as little of the nuisance 

d genuine power. We cannot deny | of a full-blown church as they can, This 
aly the Chpeh of | ourselves the pleasure of extracting the simplicity extends to all their arrangements. 

own ; | following, from a recent work on this sub- | 
lo can | ject 

ay; led a 
pe imprecatie sho | o'cloe 

rowing mas her | sent, of whom at least eighty were men; 

*All the Christians in any given town or 
t Genoa (April, 18568) we attend- | city, whether meeting in one place or not, 

pday evening meeting held at eight | constitute one church, Though poor, their 
About uinety persons were pre- [liberality to those Among their own body 

abounds,” = Their ba¥is of union is essen 
tially and simply evangelical. 
We cannot conclude without observing 

influence exercised over them by the priests, | that this Italian Protestant Church occupies 
are always the last to come to such places. | a peculiar vantage-ground in the Roman 
After singing and prayer, twenty of the {Catholic controversy. 
men present read aloud a poition of St. |it can best meet Popery as it is, This, we 
Matthew's Gospel, verse by verse, and then | may venture to hope, is the design of Pro- 
the evangelist delivered a plain but effective | vidence, Let all Protestant Christians be 

| he parable of the |large-minded enough to acknowledge it! 
Good Samaritan, Mazzarella, at this time, | Not only so, but when “the day of wrath" 
had not returned from Alessandria, where | comes upon the Catholic nations of Furope, 
he had been imprisoned. The audience, |sweeping away with infuriate storm the 

It appoars to us that 

hoary structures of the past, it will be of 
infinite importance to them and to the 
world, if there be, even now, a form of re- 
ligion rising up so unlike that whose doom 
will be indignantly sealed, that it caniut, 
by any confusion, bs imperilled, Great 
revolutions are indiseriminnte—endanger 
friend and foe, Not alone do despotisms. 
perish. The simplicity of Protestantism in 
Italy may, at no distant day, save true re- 
ligion. 

For the Christian Mossenger., 

A Bketch from Calvary. 
“And sitting down, they watohed Him there” 

What. a subject for contemplation,— 
Christ, the anointed Messiah, Son of God, 
heir of heaven, extended on the cross in a 
yosition “of the most extreme torture, 
I'hose hands, that with mournful tenderness 

had been stretched out over Jerusalem, as 
he saw the storm gathering, that must burst 
upon the proud Lead of the Jew who bad 
refused to bow to so lowly a Messiah, neay- 
ly rent in twain by the weight of our sins 
resting on that glorious form, Those leet, 
that had trod so patiently the weary way 
of life for us, ‘torn by those cruel nails. 
All know how sympathy sweetens the bit- 
ter cup of human sorrow, yet He whose 
hoart overflowed with sympathy for the 
sorrowing, wandered often in solitude, 
“where no man comforted or cared for 
Him.” 

Behold Him in the garden of Gethsemane, 
bending low on the cold, damp earth, 
where, us the moonbeams rest on that paled 
face, they reveal great drops of blood vozing 
from his brow and cheek and falling on the 
ground, 

Ah, with what a weight of agony were 
those sacred drops laden, What a weari- 
some burden must our sins have heen, when 
they so darkly stained even the moisture 
that gathered on that face, 
He was alone in his agony saving the 

gompanionship of the Angel, whom the 
Father in pity that none watched with him, 
sent strengthgning him, Even that be- 
loved $haoipia whose head had so recently 
rested on his Master's bosom, slept while 
he suffered! And what a life of suffering 
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oud covers, our 
fairest prospects? Tired wanderer, whose 
path seems to lead only o'er the rough and 
the rugged of life, think what thy Sayviewr, 
thy Brother, thy friend endured for thee, 
and trust patiently, trust in Him “who trod 
before thee the desolate paths of life, and 
strive to bear in meekness asp He meekly 
bore sorrow and pain and stelle,” Hest a 
moment on Calvary’s bloody summit, and 
**wnteh him there," — Mark the expression of 
agony patiently endured. that lingers around 
those pale pe Tha lines that mental and 
phasieel suffering hasdrawn on that colour- 
uss cheek, Catehy the glance of mournful 
compassion with which, his. eye follows 
those proud Romans who pass and re-pass 
the cross wagging their heads in cold eryel 
scorn, and hoonest invention of cruelty 
the crown, of thorns upon that head divine, 


