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A suspension foot bridge, of 140 feet span, h

was to be followed in 0 many instances by
8o awful a doom.
As to the length of man’s probation, we

just been completed at William Fraser's for¢ reply, it is not too short for the exercise of

~ Middle Scttlement, West River, Pictou.

repentance and faith ; nor is there any prob-

MUsiCAL ENTERTAINMENT.— At the close { ability that greater numbers would be led
a course of music lessons, given in Bridgewatd to repentance were the probation of man a
by Mr. Charles E. Gatez, a highly intyrestit| thousand years instead of threescore and

Concert was given on Thursday evening, 26th u
The large School-house was not only filled wi

eager listeners, but surrounded by a large numby
of people, who availed themselves of the ope

windows to catch the melodious strains.

ten. Indeed, there is ample ground for
believing that the brevity of his trial is a
merciful arrangement. Before the lives of
men were shortened, their wickedness

The first part of the evening was ocoupied I became intolerable in the earth ; and such,
the whole class in the performance of sacr{ we beliefe, is human nature, that men
music, closing with (he soulstirring anthem| would be less likely than they now are to

“ How beautiful uponthe mountains,” After
short recess, a number of sentimental pieces, co
sisting of quartets, duets, trios, and solos, we
performed by a select choir, and listened to wi
almost breathless attention—illustrating in a me

striking manner the power of music to chai
and captivate,

turn from sin, were the period of hope and
grace indefinitely or even greatly extended.

When it is proved that some individual
of our race has sought with an honest mind,
but in vain, for the truth, or has had a dis-
position of heart which truth could mould

The meeting was then organized, by the a| into the likeness of Christ, then this objec-

pointwent of the Rev, W. W, Bowers to the cha

tion  may be pronounced valid, but not

when the following resolutions were unanimous| pogora

passed :—

Moved by Rev, I.J. Skinner, and second

by Henry Mosely, Esq.,

Resolved, That we feel great satisfaction at the P
gress made by the elass under the tuition of Mr. Ga

To the third specification we reply, that
the infinite benevolence of God does not
rgveni him from holding men responsible
n spite of their depraved nature for sinful

sud feel pssured that his intelligent ingruetions haj conduct, nor from punilhing théi for it m

laid the foundation on which, by assiduity and care this life.
their part, may be reared the superstructure of a sou

musical education,

Moved by Mr. Hinkle Condon, and secor
by J. Harley, Esq.,

Individuals and nations are not
unfrequently destroyed for their crimes.
But if punishment—if retribution, in the

| proper sense of these terms, is not in im?‘

t

Whereas, The eause of Sacred Music is in a languid inconsistent with supreme benevolence,

ing condition in this place,
Resolved, That our esteemed teacher be earnes

is obviously impossible for us to say that

solicited to form & Charal Society, which shall ha| T'TiDUtION, up to the full demands of justice,

for its special and immediate object the elevation

“ Bacred Song” to its hllxh and legitimate position
the public exercises of Livine worship,

Movell by W. A, C. Randall, M. D, BEsq., a

seconded by J. E. Whiddeu, Esq,

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of this class
tendered to Mr. Gates for the urbanity and courteo

we desire to assure him of our ardent wishes for

is 0. He only who knows all things can
determine whether any relaxation of the
penalty due to sin will promote the highest
good of his rational subjects,

. There are, however, it is well known,
many persons to whom the benevolence of

mess which he has manifested as o teacher, and «iﬂod seems to h inconsistent with penal

sucoess in the profession to which he has devoted himse

retribution in his government, and who

. . h
Afier a few very appropriate remarks by N therefoss look upon all suffering’ o4 either

Gatez, the exercises were closed with a beautil

reventive, reformatory, or disciplinary, and

« Pbiece entitled “Good Night,” All appeared mu ldly reject the doctrine of any limit to

o - ™ rrobstion.

digioys.

The State of the Impenitent
Dead.*
[Concluded,)

KATIONAL OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

Once more : The sinner’s condition while

N N W Y

But, in denying there is any
imit to probation, they overlook, we are
ompollotf to think, the analogy of God’s
overnment in the present life, For the
ws of our bodily organization may be

lated to a certain extent, and for a
1 L aa’ wud pus v ae Weaseb. aoat, ininen

e current number of the paper,

can, God exhibit the strongest possible
desire to persuade all men to forsake evil
and become forever blessed? Notassuredly
by giving to mankind a longer, but still
limited probation ; for, as we have before
seen, this would diminish the’likelihood of
repentance aud the‘namber of the saved.
Nor, indeed, by making probation endless ;
for in that case no appeal could be drawn
from the prospect of evil. For the sinner
would know that his presens act of sin in-
volves but the attendant suffering or loss,
nothing in the future really depending upon
it. And as he loves sin now, and chooses
it, notwithstanding the attendant evil, so
will he, moment by moment, forever. And
this surely is to eliminate from the idea of
punishment not merely the retributive, but
also.the preventive, element as well.

The objection now before us, it will be
seen by all, rests upon the assumption that
God is simply benevolent, and not distine-
tively righteous ; that the only moral attri-
bute which he has . to express is goodness,
and the sole object gf his government to
secure the happiness'® his creatures. But
this wiew appears to us irreconcilable with
the phenomena of conscience, the workings
of Providence, and the declarations of
Scripture. These all testify that righteous-
ness is a fundamental attribute of the God-
head ; that he loves rectitude for its own
.sake, its-essential beauty and excellence, as
well as happiness for its own sake ; and,
hence, that it will not dofor us to conclude,
from the attribute of benevolence alone,
what will be the process of God's moral
administration hereafter, There is, we
think, a great error at this pointin the
reasonings of those who deny the endless
misery of the impenitent dead.

Here we pause. It has been shown by
the certain festimony of Godds word that
the impenitent dead are to be forever con-
scious and miserable, and that the objec-
tions to this view, whet derived profes-
sedly from divige revelation or human
reason, are unworthy of confidence. How
momentous, then, are the interests which
depend upon human conduet in the present
life ! Let not the reader forget that good

‘|'man, for he was no cheerful giver.

and evil, life and death, are placed before

pqw
S application, and single cupies will be supplied with

| Bovs’ Anp G181s’ Nouses or rae FAMiLy Hawarn — |50 ¢ AMEN,

on trial is very unfavorable ; he is predis-
posed to evil from the first ; he does wrong
as surely as he has ar opportunity to do
wrong. It cannot, thén we are told, be |¢
right to inflict so dresdful a penalty for | g,
transgression upon one whose condition is |4
so unfavorable to virtue. /| t
A great difficulty, we are free to confess,
is brought forward in this &bjocﬁon i bat, A impart rongh. Fhaj ea div
however great it may be, there is no more | g4 yi¢ e \
reason why it should be urged againsg the | gl "P2"*, “*oretions pass off, and
doctrine of this essay than against any
doctrine which makes man ruponufblo for
his moral conduct, If we admit that men,
rather than God, must be held responsible | 5
for tkeir unrighteousness, the  objection |ga¢
under notice loses all its weight. There
may be still in the case a great difficulty to,
finite reason—a mystery altogether above
our comprehension—but human responsibil-
ity for sin, and, indeed, for all the sin.in
man, is nevertheless, a fact attested by
conscience, and affirmed by the word of
God~—a fact not to be evaded nor set aside
without, at the same time, undermiuing the
foundations of all religion and morality.
While, then, conscience, revelation, and
the eommon sense of mankind hold the
wropg-doer to be guilty for his deed not-
withstanding a native bias to evil, neither
this sinful Iroclivity. nor any other feature | oy
of his condition in the present life, can be | of
urged against the justice of punishing him
for unrighteousness, and acco

colliter eveniugs and summer dayd, To be had
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full of hot water, I am con

rding to the|¢hj¢3. Travelling awid heat, dust, toil,

e

. " aratively small beginnings, gradually
intrinsic ill-desert of the latter. (LTS Soastané ox “".““ an """"’: “'1‘:9 ere, my fpara

Finally, the doctrine of eternal misery as|¢h p.m ‘.ﬁ;p:':“, m*:';' “fh":" oo umul:.ted an ':amonu fortune, When
the gpunishment of sin .is firreconcilable | mi :uz: remedy, ope tea-spoonful curing the worst P08 18 gave

houv, or at the , half a

eages of Dyseutery being euped by

with the doctrine of God's bemevolence ; |{anh:q g
X Pin:t. e teeth it would sto

for infinite benevolence, we are assured,|in
woyld have made the probation of man|ye
longer, his knowledge greater, and his| gt
moral nature better, if t period of trial
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him ; that now is the accepted time ; Now
i4 the day of salvation. And may God
us all to repentance, for his Son’s

The Banker’s Confession.

It is a singular fact, attested by experi-
ce and observation, that covetousness
nerally grows with an increase of wealth.
* pw men of large fortunes contribute to

in

ans, and the number is scarcely larger,

ousands. Religious men who are accu-

oc | “enlarged hearts to give as the Lord

ish correspondence of the Christian
ocale, is very instructive :
The * religious world” has been recently
tled by the death of one of the wealthiest
mbers of the Methodist church in the
est of England, and his having, when in
cold grasp of death, charged his eldest
ughter to send on £1,000 to the Wesleyan
ssionary Bociety, and £500 to the British

He was a

But he was a

t an ear J period of life he had taken
him the Christian profession, and, from

of turning to
account the talent with which s-'ro-

ence had blessed him ; but, as pound

pound was added to his substance, as
became more and more ¥ich, and in-
ased in goods, he began to deal with a
re hand, and all who knew how rapidly
' was acquiring money, saw that every

its

b

value yourself.,
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the shrine of Mammon. Yet he gave, and
gave a great deal ; and if the sums he be-
stowed on various religious and benevolent
institutions were regarded in themselves,
they would indicate a liberality of no ordi-
nary character. Bat if this liberality was
tried by the Scripture test, of .giving ae-

cording as God has prospered, it would
almost dwindle to nothing.

His name and position made it impossible-

to be otherwise than charitable to an ex-
tent which threw into the shade the contri-
butions of Christians in general ; but in
cases where alms must be done in seeret,
where the left hand was not to kunow what
the right hand did—in a word, where there

L was no public reputation at stake in the

matter—few cared to apply to the wealthy
His
assistance was once rgquired on behalf of a
neighboring village, whose inhabitants, by
a sudden depression of trade, were mostl

on the brink of starvation, and after hearing

at once, without the slightest self-denial,
have given them all fullness of bread—
dealt out a sovereign.

It will be no matter of surprise that, as
a religious character, our millionaire had
no weight whatever. He was a Sabbath-

day wershipper in the house of God, and.

there the duty ended. 'The week-night
service, the private meetings for prayer and
fellowship, knew little or nothing of him,
But now the end of all things was at hand,
and, as the shadows of death were gather-
ing round him, he had to prepare for the

dread realities of a world where he was to

give an account of his stewardship, The
wealth tag which he had consecrated his
time and energies was now weighed in the
balance and found wanting. All his com-
forters forsook him ; he was in gloom and
darkness. - Friends visited him, talked
with him, prayed with him ; and, just a
day or two bez:re he entered the world of
spirits, he professed to have received some
cheering intimations of the Divine favor,
He confessed that he had completely over-
looked the great end of his existence, and
that, though in earlier days he had known
the blessedness of giving in a Christian
spirit, he had for the last thirty years al-
lowed the spirit of money-getting to blind
him to every object, and to rob him of all
the enjoyments and consolations of religion,

Dr. Franklin on Infidelity.

The following passages are from a letter
which the great utilitarian wrote to Thomas
Paine, in reference to an infidel manuscript
which the latter had submitted to him ;

‘ Dear Sir,—1 have read your manu-
script with some attention, By the argu-

ment it contains against a particular Pro-"

vidence, though you allow a general Pro-
vidence, you strike at the foundation of all
religion. For without the belief of a Pro-
vidence that takes cognizance of, guards,
and guides, and favors particular persons,
there is no motive to worship a Deity, to
fear its displeasure, or to pray for its pro-
tection. I will got enter into any discus-
sion of our principlés though you seem to
desire it, * ® % % & & & « % % » % &
You yourself may find it easy to live a vir-
tuous life without the assistance afforded by
religion ; you have a clear perception of
the advantages of virtue, and the disadvan-
u?e- of vice, and possess a strength of re-

g | solution sufficient to enuble you to resist

common temptations, But think how
great a portion of mankind consists of weak
and ignorant men and women, and of in-

sexes, who have need of the motives of re-

port their virtue, and retain -them in the
ructico of it till 1t becomes habitual, which
s the great point for its security, And
perhaps you are indebted to her oxiginally,
habitseof virtue upon which you now justly

our excellent talents of reasoning upon a
ess hazardous subject, and thereby obtain

& rank with our distinguished authors,
For among us it is not necessary, as among

the Hottentots, that a youth, to” be raised

y was making him a greater devotee at

into the company of men, should prove his

s g

the details of their sad case, he, who could

experienced, inconsiderate youth of both.

ligion to restrain them from vice, to sups ..

that is, to your religious education, for the.

ou might easily duphy'
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