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A Voice from Heaven. 

FOR THE BEREAVED. 

1 sang in the light of God, 
His likeness stamps m brow, 

Through the shadows of death my feet have trod, 
And I reign in glory now! 

No breaking heart is here, 
No keen and thrilling pain, 

No wasted cheek, where the frequent tear 
Hath rolled and left its stain. 

1 have found the joy of heaven, 
L am one of the angel band ; 

To my head a crown of gold is given, 
And a harp is in ny hand ! 

I bave learned the song they sing 
Whom Jesus hath set free ; 

And the glorious walls of beaven still ring 
With my new-born melody? 

No sin, no grief, no pain, 
Safe in my happy home ! 

‘My fears ull fled, my doubts all slain, 
My hour of triumph come ! 

0 friends of mortal years, 
The trusted and the trae ; 

Ye are wa'king still in the valley of tears, 
“But I wait to welcome you. 

Do I forget ?—Oh no? 
For Memory's golden chain 

Shall bind my heart to the hearts below, 
Till théy meet and touch again. 

Each link is strong and bright, 
And love's electric flame 

Flows freely down like a river of light 
To the world from which I came. 

Do you mourn when another star 
Shines out from the glittering sky ? 

Do you weep when the raging voice of war 
And the storms of conflict die ? 

Then why should your tears run down, 
And your hearts be sorely riven, 

For another gem inthe Saviour’s crown, 
And another soul in heaven ? 

~ Roligions. 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

Christianity and Popery. 

LETTER V, 

Dear Sir, 4 

I have been unavoidably prevented from 
writing for these few weeks Before re- 
suming the argument on which I have entered 
in former letters I wish to call the attention 
of your readers to a subject which has attract- 
ed a good deal of notice lately, I allude to 
the Pope's temporal 
It is is well Es that the Pope is not only 

bishop of Rome, and head of the Roman 
Catholic Church, but also one of the sove- 
reigns of Europe. The territory over which 
he rules is called, “The States of the 
Church.” Itis an irregularly country, | t 
lying on both sides the Apennines, about 350 | 
miles long, and varying in breadth, from thir- 
ty miles, the narrowest part, to eighty. It 
contains rather more than ten millions" of 
acres, and the population is about three mil.’ 
lions and a quarter. 

This territory was acquired gradually, and 
by various methods. Pepin, king of France, 
gave some, The compliant Pope, Zecharias, 
having sanctioned his usurpation of the throne, 
and the next Pope, Stephen IL, having 
crowned him, Pepiz in return bestowed on 
his Holiness the ‘districts which had been 
known as the Exarchate of Ravenna and the 
Pentapolis. Charlemagne added to the gift, 
The countess Matilda of Tuscany gave more. 
There have been some cessions 
some conquests, for even Popes used to 
in the olden time. The issue is that Pius 
is both a priest and a prince. He holds the 
pastoral staff, and he wields the royal sceptre. 
As shepherd, he cares for the flock. As 
kin 
are his flock, 
ae I will cL W inquire into the merits or 
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he governs his subjects. His subjects 

cally excluded. They say that justice is 
bought and sold, and that the methods of ad- 
ministering law are execrable. They say that 
vexatious restrictions cripple agriculture, and 
that a puny, sickly commerce seems to live 
by sufferance. They say that though the 
means of education abound, the people are 
grossly ignorant and superstitious. They say 
that internal improvements are discoura 
or refused. They say that crimes against the 
person are far more numerous than crimes 
against property, whereas in all other civilised 
kingdoms the reverse is the fact. They say 
that neither property nor life is secure, the 
overnment being unable to protect either. 
They say that freedom is unknown, and toler- 
ation scouted as an accursed thing. Theysay 
much more, which I will not repeat. And 
they sum up all by pointing to the French oc- 
cupation of Rome. * Bee,” they exclaim, 
“ how this priest-king is beloved by his sub- 
— ects ! French bayonets keep them in order. 
h e Holy Father would not be allowed to 

live a week in Rome if Louis Napoleon were 
to recall his garrison. Is any other Kuro- 
pean sovereign in such a predicament ?” 

All this may be truth or it may be scaridal. 
I do not take upon me to decide the question 
I will only remark, that the allegations coum § 
the papal sway, a few of which I have re- 

ar are taken, not from Protestant but 

significant fact, on which I shall offer no com- 
ment, that the provinces which have recently 
revolted from the Pope have resolved, .by an 
overwhelming vote of the people, to ask for 
annexation to Piedmont rather than to be re- 

em 
under the paternal administration of his 

oliness, 
The inquiry is naturally suggested—Is 

this temporal power a christian thing? Is it 
consistent with christianity, reconcilable with 
its principles, adapted to promote its inter- 
ests ? 
One would think that those who reverence 

the New Testament ought to have no difficult 
in arriving at adecision. “My kingdom,” 
said the Prince of , “is not of this 
world, If my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight.” + It is not 
reason,” Peter observed, * that we veer! 
leave the word of God, and serve tables.” 
The bishops of those times had but one dut 
they were to “feed the church of day; 3 
They were spiritual men, holding a spiritual 
office, for spiritual purposes. Like the war- 
rior, they were not to * entangle themselves 
with the affairs of this life.” Much less 
would it have been deemed, in that age, com- 
patible with their holy calling, to occupy any 
position which would Tovolve duties at vari- 
ance with the exercise of benevolent feelin 
and brotherly regard. A bishop was to be 
“ no striker” * not given to filthy luere”— 
“not self-willed” *‘not soon angry”—but 
« patient”—* holding fast the faithtu! word,” 
so as “by sound - doctrine both to ex- 
hort and to convince the gainsayers.” But if 
the bishop become a duke, a prince, or a king, 
he must Stn the usual fanctions incident 
. op earthly rank, however contradictory 

may be to the principles supposed to be 
ied in the spiritual dignity. Here it is 

that we discern the anomaly, As bishop of 
Rome, as head of the church, the pope cele- 
brates mass, blesses the people, superintends 
instruction and worship, appoints bishops, 
sends out missionaries, the faith, and 
performs all other duties connected with his 
high spiritual office. As sovereign of the 
Ecclesiastical States he enacts laws (for the 

vernment is despotic) he judges—he taxes 
at fines—he a banishes—he 
puts to death. Do these things agree? Can 
the ¢ Chief Shepherd” coftemplate them with 
satistaction ? he likely %o say, “ Well 
done, good and faithful os 7” 1 think not; 
for He came, * not to destroy men’s lives, but 

since, and |tosave them ;” and when he gave his final 
charge to Peter, whose successors these men 

«pretend to be, it was couched in the tender 
words—* Feed my sheep—feed my lambs.” 
P someone willremind me of the bish- 

ops of the Church of England, who have seats 
as barons, in the House of Lords, and assist 
in the legislation of the empire. To this I 
ol that though two negatives may make 
an , two wrongs cannet make one 

against right. And I think it is not at all improba~ 
ble that: some who read this letter will live 

ti- [long enough to witness the downfall of the 

| Church-and-State-system i in England, and the | 
restoration of the bishops to the spiritual 
duties of their dioceses, That event, when- 
ever it occurs, will be to the Church of Eng- 
land as “ life from the dead.” She will come 
forth in the glory of freedom—* redeemed, 
regenerated, and disenthralled.” 
And so it will be with the Pope. Roman 

Catholics have strange dreams on this subject. 
They tell us that the temporal power is essen- 
tial to the Pope's independence, and that (I 
quote the words Archbishop Conolly utter- 
ed at a public meeting held recently in Hali- 
fax) they “cannot afford to allow their spiri- 
tual head. to become a creature or a puppet in 

they have learned some humbling lessons in 
this matter. Plenty of Popes have been 
‘“oreatures or puppets” of kings, and of men 
lower in rank than kings. But that was 
when the papacy intermeddled with all world- 
ly things, and those who aimed to be strong- 
est sought papal influence for that purpose, 
and not unfrequeptly compelled its exercise. 
Those times have long since passed away. 
Many a Papist hankers after their restoration. 
But it is too late, * Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Upharsin,” 
The better sort among them wish only that 
e pope's spiritual-euthority may be pre- 

ath and that he may be protected - in its 
exercise, That may be easily settled. Let 
the States of the.Church be annexed to Pied- 
mont, or become an independent country. un- 
der secular rule, with a free constitutions 
Let the pope retain St. Peters’ and his palac- 
es. Let the property of the church and of 
ecclesiastical incorporations, be left irtact, 
subject, of course, to the laws of the State, 
for property has duties as well a8 rights. 
Let the Roman Catholic Jhurch, said to con- 
tain one hundred and thirty-nine millions of 
people, support her chief pastor :—a farthing 
a year from each will give him an annual in- 
come of £144,791. 13. 4 sterlipg, with which 

y | he will be able to keep up a very respectable 
establishment, and to distribute princely alms 
among the poor. Let him then be altogether 
disengaged from the politics of the world, 

his time in the government of the 

He will be far more respected and 
more ov iliadily honoured than he is now. He 
will live in peace. To be sure, he will not 
be able to lay kingdoms under interdict, or 
consign heretics to the tortures of the Inquisi- 
tion; but he will have holier work to do, 
work more congenial with true christian feel- 
ing. The church—the church—nothing but 
the church will en his attention, Then 
will the papacy attain its highest glory. 

g| As such, it must necessarily be antichristian 
still ; but any change that may disencumber 
it of wordly trammels will be hailed with sa- 
tisfaction by the friends of religion and mor- 
ality. 

Yours truly, 
TYNDALE. 

————— eg 

Central Africa. 

DR. LIVINGSTONE'S EXPEDITION, 

April 28rd 1860. 

The following very interesting communica- 
tion has just. been received by Mr. William 
Logan, of Glasgow, from Dr. Livingstone's 
brother, Mr, Charles Livingstone: — 

Koxgone, Mouth of Zambesi, Deo. 1, 1858. 

My pear Frieno,—We have explored the 
river Shire to its source in the great lake 
Nyassa, This river is about 200 miles long, 
aud has a deep - channel ‘or 112 miles from 
its mouth. A series of rapids then commence, 
extending about 30 miles, after which there is 
no other im 
Nyassa; and how far that extends to the 
north, we are as yet unable to say; natives 
informed us that it took three months to 
reach the head of the lake. 
The Shire flows th an exceedingly 

fertile valley, which is bounded by two ranges 
of lofty hills, and is from ten to Hien miles 

well adapted for European constitutions. The 

the hands of any king or government,” True,’ 

and 2 
He will be a happier and a better | 9 

pediment to navigation to Lake|P 
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men are all armed with bows and arrows or 
spears, yet they do not seem to be bloodthirs-. 
ty. As a general thing they treated us with 

g-| civility, As was natural, they were at first 
somewhat suspicious, but as soon as we told 
them what our object was, their suspicions 
vanished, One chief, however, said that 
parties had come to them before with as fine 
a story as we had, and after a few days, jump- 
ed up, seized a number of his people, and car- 
ried them off as slaves. We suspected that 
he himself had engaged in this business, The 
country is well adapted for cattle and sheep. 
Besides various Kinds of provisions, &e., they 
grow cotton largely. In the high lands and low. 
lands, through two and a-half degrees of lati-. 
tude. we met with cotton everywhere, and it 
may be as fine a cotton country for several 
degrees farther to the north than we were. 
We went no farther than the foot of Lake 
Nyassa. Some cotton patches covered three 
acres, though for the most part they did not 
exceed half an acre. Each family seems to 
have its own cotton plantation, which is care- 
fully cultivated. They could raise alinost any 
amcunt it they had a market for it. The 
cotton is of two kinds—the foreign and the 
native, The former is of staple and, 
feels more like wool than cotton. The foreign . 
is perennial, and requires planting only onee: 
in three years, It is burned down before the - 
rains, and soon springs up again of its own ac- 
cord. The native to be planted every 
year in the highlands. The people prefer it, 
because, they say, it makes the stromger cloth. 
In well nigh every village we saw men spin- 
ning cotton, while others were weaving it into 
strong cloth, in looms of a very simple con. 
struction. Both spinning and weaving are 
very tedious processes. 

They are all anxious to trade. 
were often up all night grinding 
sell to us. Ome village we without 
halting. The inhabitants followed us, calling 
upon our guide to return with them to trade. 
As a last argument they shouted, * Are we to 
have it said that white people came to our 
country and we did not see them ?” 
They are by no means teetotallers. Large 

uantities of beer are gr ured by them, 
and they are as fond of countrymen 
are of whiskey. The Hef 4) “village al- 
niost always ‘us with a large A of 
beer. We one day, and saw 
a large party of men smoking in the” 
public squares, who did not seem at all com- 
municative, After a little under a’ 
tree, a short distance from them, they sent us 
a calabash of beer, to see if we were friends, 
which was to be manifested by our by bet Reig 
of it. We saw many partially 
people, tipsy chiefs, and even members of the 
learned professions “a little dlevated at 
times.” A native r, with his cup ing: 
horn hanging rourd his neck, who had 
dently been making some d tions, 
came out and scolded us severely: * Is this" 
the way to enter a man’s village, without 
sending him word that you were coming 
Entering a hut, he came out staggering under 
a large pot of beer, which he presented to us.” 
Perhaps his patients only pay him with beer." 
I wish we had a few hundred good, industri- 
ous Scotch families on these fertile highlands. 
Instead of, as at home, toiling for a bare sub- 
sistence, here they could cultivate lar 
sugar and cotton, &c., benefit the natives by 
their example, and farnish materials for our 
manufactures at home. ‘We have a healthy 
country, and, with the exception of thirt 
miles, over which a road can be Semtraotil 
water communication all the way to England. 
The natives are industrious, and somewhat 
ingenious, They have better houses and im-" 
lements than any on the Zambesi. The 

would not, L think, molest emigrants. With 
good missionaries the most happy results might - 
be anticipated. : 

Yours, with much esteem, d 
CuasLes LiviNgsTone, | 

The women 
their corn to’ 
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Praver.—An old Author says, “Pra 
wide at the lake, and from twenty to thirty |is the rope in the belfry, —we pull it, and it’ 
below the cataracts. Kast of the cataracts ri the bell up in Heaven, and so itis. 
are the SN- magnificent country, } Keep that bell ‘moving : it well, and” 
well w and wooded, with a rich soil, and rs ah “that you cannot 
pretty numerous poslation. From the large | hear it ring, depend upon it it ean be heafd” 
number | of old - grey-headed people we met, |in the Tower of H: ol a Ld is ringing be-: 
it would a % bed fipe health country, | fore the throne of lio Wl "aes send ans." 

wers of pease according to your faith.” 


