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For the Christian Messenger.
English Correspondence.

From our own Correspondent.

[Our last English Steamer brought us the fol-
lowing letters.. “I'he first should have come by
the previous mail. Both contain matters of

. interest ; we therefore prefer giving both in

‘our present, issue to retaining either for another
week.—Ep. C. M.} !

’ Manchester, July 14th, 1860.
Me. EviToR,

-

The Great Eastern has at last.successfully
crossed the broad Atlantic. The Crimean War,
ti.e Indian Revolt, and the new China War
point out to us a great necessity. The tremend-
ous cost of transporting a considerable body of
troops by the overland rodte to India, being I

_.think as high as £60 per man was incurred

when tte very existence of our Indian Posses-
sions depended on our promptitude in sending a
large force. On such an occasion a Great
Lastern would earn its entire cost in one journey
out and home. For peaceful purposes too, such

a large vessel, so long as to rest on two or more

of the largest waves of the ocean, gliding not
only over but also through the waves, 8o power-
ful as to resist the shock of the waves, and so
capacious, wili. open a new era. Emigration
will be comparatively easy and comfortable, and
not more costly. The interchange of produc-
tious and manufactures will be greatly fucilitat-
ed. We shall probably soon hear-of more en-
terprises of this kind ; indeed for our govern-
ment such large ships will now be a necessity.

THE CHINESE WAR.

Our quarrel with China has had some pro-
minence in our parlinmert this week. The cer-
tainty of hostile activity for our lurge forces sent
out from England and India bas obliged the
Chancellor of the Exchequer to ask for £3,800,-
000. Of courge the opposition find as wuch
{ault as possible with the entire ministry and
especially with Mr. Gladstone in respect of this
war, with the Government for the existence ol
the dispute, though the opposition when in
power did their share in bringing it about, and
with Mr. Gladstone for not asking for the
money, when in the early days of the session
he introduced his budget and explained our fin-
ancial position. Had he done so there is
very little doubt but the same "party would
have expressed their indignation with his ex-
wravagance, and unreasonable demand for money
to meet a war which might after all never tuke
place, for at that time we were in hopes our
overtures of peace would be accepted by China.
The money asked for was at last agreed to.
Rare indeed do we find any objection in our
House of Commons to any amount of expendi-
ture in connection with the army or navy, a
million or two 1n that direction meets no such

opposition as a thousend or two to aid any so-
ciel improvement.

NATIONAL DEFENCES,

There really seems to be no end to our folly
in spending money for our protection. After
all, our safety cannot be secured by forts and
guns, or even by ships and soldiers so easily as
by the extension and consolidation of our com.
mercial relations, What a bappy nation might
we be if our whole adult male population were
actually engaged in useful pursuits. While,
however, other nations will eontinue their arma-
ments, we must submit to the same burden,
Though there is no doubt that if the whole popu-
lation were drilled 10 \he use of the rifle, we miglt
dispense with the costly fort fications wkich
stand here and there along our coast. It 'is ab-
surd to suppose that forts a hundred miles apart
could do much in the way of preventing an in.
vasion. Were we to double our defences in that
direction we could not daunt a determined
enemy 80 well as by showing up a ready means
of concentrating & well disciplined bocy of vol-
unteers. Last week was a sort of gala-day for the

_riflemen of the nation, a grand contest for some
~really valuable prizes efforded an opportunity

for our beet marksmen 1o exhibit their skill side
by side with that of the Swiss, who have hereto-
fore figured as the crack shots of Europe. The
result has been peculiarly gratifying to our na-
tional vanity. Eoglishmen are 1n no way be-
hind our Alpine friends. While the Swise bave
carried off a respectable number of prizes, the
greater number and all the first prizes are in the
hands of Britops; The Scotch, so practised in
deer-stalking, have greatly excelled. Another
gratilyiog result of this contest is the decided

superiority of the Whitworth Rifle over the

Government Enfield Rifle or any other.
Manchester is again victorious, W hitwarth is
one of our first Engiveers,
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

The series of Grand Concerts given a fortnight
ago in the Ctystal Palace at Sydenham, by
three thousand selected choristers from France
were attended by tens of thousands, and were
eminently successful. These three thousand
edccated gentlemén coming from all parts of
France and meeting here with a most enthusias-
tic reception because they were able to gratify
us by their performances, but most of all be-
cause they were Frenchmen, must exerta power-
ful effeet for good on their return home. The
Swiss too who have stood side by side in gener-
ous rivdlry witk Englishmen will carry home
kindly feelings towards us., A few such cordial
meetings of hitherto jealous neighbours must
create [riendly feelings and settle for ever the

question of invasion. We shall gladly welcome
an invasion of such men,

THE HARVEST.

At last we are favored with summer weather,
For eight months, with hardly @n intervening
day of sunshine, winter reigned, casting an ever
deepening gloom over our prospects.  We are
now the more prepared to welcome some delight-
ful weather. After the snows left us in May
the extraordinary growth of vegetation quite
wade upin a month for the backwardness of the
season, and at the present time a few dry days
have given a healthy appearance to the fields of
grain. With a continuance of fine weather for
5 or 6 weeks longer we shull have no cause for
complaining. We have prospect of abundance
ol fruit of all kinds.

The manufacturing population are still in ex-
cellent circumstances.

There has been a general
advance of wages.

The good: position of manu-
factures in the market quite warranted the dis-
tribution of a share of profits amongst the
workers. However this class is not well up in
the science of political economy and know not
when to stop in their demands. Huving suc-
ceeded in getting wn addition to their incowe
many of thew think they should have more.
Some are now makiog an effort to doso. This
is unwise. “For there has been some decline in
price and a large decline in demand for manu-
factured goods, which must lessen the masters’
profits considerably. - At present we have no
complaining however.

SICILY

is becoming more ecttled under Garibaldi. He
is not without his troubles. Having ridded the
people of their oppressors and driven away the
Jesuits he finds the aristocratic portion of the
people difficult to manage. They cannot readily
sacrifice their social rank and influence to dem-
ocratic principles. The caste feeling in still
powerful and Garihaldi who has not much res-
pect for titles and riches, has been obliged to
saccumb to their prejudices. Enforcing the
conecription from all classes alike, he has con-
ceded so much as to form a regiment exclusive,
ly of the nuluglity, a guard of 200, where the
privates rank as licutenants and officers corres-
pondingly above them. This is ‘only an inci-
dent, but it speaks well for the fatuté of Sicily
that it can produce a body of men of social in-
fluence. It is quite uncertain whether Messina
wiil be attacked for some time to come. The
heat of July and August in Sicily will be an
obstacle to any very laborious military opera-
tions. Delay too will make work easter if Ga-
ribaldi can sustain the enthusiasm of the people
on his side. The troops of Naples, 17,000 in
Messina, are now fed by supplies from Naples
but & telegram from Geneva states that * the
Neapolitan steam corvette Veloce, six guns, had
gone over to Garibaldi,” this isla beginning, but
possibly enough to frighten the authorities at
Naples and Meesina. They may dread a more
extensive defection and lose confidence in their
commander. ln that case Mersina must soon
be evacuated, Francis II. of Naples is most
active in enforeing the new constitution on his
pation. He would have the people transfer
their admiration from Garibaldi to himself, He
earnestly desires an alliunce with Surdinia and
would gladly accept the smallest fuvors from
France. He even proposes to send a deputa-
tion to Garibaldi to offer his clemency to the
Sicilians.. And Hws Holiness the Pope not to
be behind in the general homage paid to Liberty
prociuims similar intentions. The people however
of Naples are far from tranquil, Little is wanted
to stir them up to active hostility ; they are not
to be taken in so easily.

The Roman troops have been obliged to be
in continued readiness, for the people on one
hand and the pugnacious Irish recruits on the
other have had considerable quarrelling.

July 28¢h, 1860,
SYRIA AND ITS MASSACRES,
The folitical complications of Europe have
been more complicated by the recent disturb-

ances in Syria between the christian people, the

Maronites and the Mohamendan ﬁéople Aba |

Druses. A .Jong standing feud has at last
broken out in terrible des'ruction of life. The
christians 8o loug held in degrading subjection
by the Turkieh government, and scarcely
getting any degree of protection from their
rulers have been obliged to live in separate vil-
lages for mutoal protection. ‘The christians
fecling strong in the sympathy of Christian
Europe on their behalf, and weil aware of the
national weakness of the Turkish Empire have
unwisely treated the Druses with less defercnce
than they might have done and, it is said, have
openly declared their intention -of attacking
them on the first convenient  opportunity.
Whether the facts of the cuse were so, is not
ciear, however the Druses balieved such to be
the intention of their enemies, and at once plan-
ned an extensive rising and simultaneous action
to exterminate the Christians, They boast of
having destroyed 22,000 lives. The actual num-
ber may be less but will certainly reach 15,000,
and fear has falien on all the survivors. ‘Ther
only hope is in European intervention, for in
their extremity the Turkish troops and Com-
manders are either unwilling or unable to save
them from the rage of the followers of the false
prophet. Indeed in some instances there is re-
linble testimony ot the Tarkish soldiers assist-
ing the horrible massacres. 1t is high time some
help was given, in the name of humanity, to
these.- oppressed people. It is questionable
whether anyching less than the complete ¢xpul-
sion of the Turks from Europe will eff ct any
lasiing good. Nor s there much doubt that
this would be done very soon were it not for the
Jealous fears of every European nation of the in-
tentions of ull the others. Each government
fears it may not get enough of advantage in a
fair division of the spoils. The outrages. in
Syria bave afforded a fair pretext for France to
declure its intention to send a strong force to
the Levant to put a stop to these sanguinary
quarrels. Certainly France has solicited the
aid or countenance of the other great powers to
the project, and has received favorable replies.
No nation can well put a veto on such a laud-
able and humane object, and the *¢ Eastern
question” is not ripe enough yet to be setiled.
England is willing 1o find ships and will agree
for France to find men for land operations, pro-
vided that the Porte agrees to this friendly aid,
which it is not very likely to be the case except
on compulsion. Great activity has been dis-
played at the French naval ports in the Medi-
terranean in the preparation of transports and
the aggregation of troops for this Eastern ex-
pedition and 80 many as 20,000 men is spoken
of as the French contingent ; but the latest
telegram states that ** up to this moment (July
24) the Porte has not replied to the proposals
relaiive to a European intervention in Syria.”
Awaiting this tardy reply and expecting & nega-
tive, the Great Powers are continuing negocia-
tions for a reorganization of the adwinistration
of Syria, in order to give effective guarantees
for the future protection of the Maronites.
Whether agreeable or not to the powers at Cons
stantinople, it is most probable that France will
not be baulked of this grand opportunity of em
ploying a few thousands of her idle soldiers, it
will certainly prevent them growing discontent-
ed [rom inaction and may turn up something
immensely advantageous. Englund 100 is not
averse to this mode of diverting the encrgies of
the French nation in however small a way fiom

the glorious work progressing so surely in the
south of Italy.

GARIBALDI AND THE KING OF NAPLES,

The fame of the noble deliverer of Sicily is
steadily spreading. Ilis progress as the des-
troyer of Bourbon tyranny has not been ¢o ra-
pid as his first success led us to predicate, He
has found a great work to do in building up as
he had thrown down, and he has proved him-
self equal to the task. His administrative
abilities equal his military genius, To have
conquered as he did, and have been made a
Dictator as he was, what would not many men
have done? The pride of position seems not to
exist in h's mind. le cun use the power of his
dictatorsaip with promptitude when necessary,
even to the sudden expulsicn of the special en-
voy of the King of'Sardinid, M. La Farina, and
can as readily depute his authority to his friend
Sirtori and accompany his army from Palermo
to attack Millazzo, & small town 20 miles west
of Messina. England continues to show very
active sympathy for this man for bis work’s
sake. In our streets we have bills in shop win-
dows telling the passer-by that * Subscriptions
for Garibaldi are received here.”” Our ware-
houses, Merchants offices are provided with
boxes to receive the contributions of the wealthy
for the same destination. It is preity clear that
he will get aid from us in the form of ships,

S

zuns, and money, all done as private testimonials
‘o a worthy man, Several steamers from Liver-
| pool reached Palermo, and though he cannot
:p()rSilll)' obtain any of the celebrated Armstrong
| guns, they heing all made by our.government,
!\he can have the Superior Whitworth rifled can-
;non. I see in our local papers a statement that
(& battery of these is likely to be provided for
thim soon.  The extremity of the King ol Naples
(13 deplorable, looking from his point of view.
|Three or four of his ships gone over to the
‘enemy, a general refusal of his commanders to
fight against Garibaldi. The straits of Mes-
':Ninu 8o closely watched by Garibaldi steamers,
 that the troops beleagured in the city or rather
confined to the citadels of Messina cannot be
?supplicd with stores—necessitat-d to recal his
troops from Sicily because they will not face the
~standard of Liberiy—at home a population bat-
ing him most sincerely,—an_army not to be
|tr»mt-:d—minisu»rs scarcely more trustworthy,
‘and  exceedingly little sympathy wmongst the
crowned heads of Europe. To defer his down-
full he now professes a complete conversion to
‘reform. His splendid offer of.an independent
government under a Viceroy to the Sicilians
- was treated with contempt, and his recent pro-
"clamation granting to the Neapolitans the
liberal constitution of 1812, and a complete
amnesty is treated with disdain. Nobody will
believe the king who has so badly treated his
subjects. The last phase of this picture is the
(argent appeal made to England to induce Gari-
huldi to agree to a truce for 6 months, England
was gladdened on Thursday evening by a state-
ment (rom Lord John Russel that we shall not
interfere. We wish Garibaldi God speed, and
v eirly downfall to the Boughon dynasty in
(taly.
HasTings.

P. S.—I regret to eclose o abruptly, and
vould gladly have mentioned seversl questions
f importance and great interest, such as the
party struggles in our Purliament in relation to
che continuance or sroppage of ¥ree ‘I'rade
principles.—Cabinet dissensions,—Natioral De-
tences,— Popular conteniment and Commercial
prosperity,—Firm convietion of peace for
awhile, &c. 1 have now but a few minutes to
posttime (10 p. m.), and prefer sending this
hrief and unfinished communication than miss
the packet.

H.

For the Christian Messenger.

Letter from Rev. E. Clay, M. D.
Dear Broruer,

In the Christian Messenger of July 21st I
read two extracts headed * Editor’s differ”’
which I felt at once to demand some remarks
)y way of explanativn and defence, on my own
art.

Having attended all Professor Fowler's lee-
ures, except the Jast, I think I am prepared to
‘peak upon the subject from my own knowledge
und not from hearsay. 1 do not remember see-
ng either of the Editors of the Religious Intel-
igencer present at any of the lectures but hav.

. og known them both for some ycars, as men of
ceal Christian kindness to their brethren in the
winistry of other denominatiors, 1 do not think
«he wtatements were made either for the purpose
f lowering the charucter of the wministers who
ittended or the paper who recommended Profes-
wr Fowler's lectures, the article either as it
stands in the Intelligencer or as in the compa-
cison instituted in the Messenger does both, to a
fearful extent, for every thinking sober minded
hristian would be justified in saying that the
ninister who woald uttend, or the religious pa-
per who would recommend a course of jectures
'n which the * Unchaste, corrupt, and licentious"
predominated over the * good things, wise
maximg, and discreet counsels,”’ deserved to have
‘heir name and place blotted ‘out at least from
dl Christian society. And here let me, say I
um not alone, for the Rev. Mr. Cady, Pustor of
she Portland, St, John, Baptist Church not only
attended the lectures in company with some of
the leading members of kis church, but also re-
commended all that could to avail themselves of
the benefits of the Professor’s instructions by a

 letter 1n the Visitor. Thus showing that he did

| not difter with the Editors of the Visitor,

Just after reading the article referred to above,
I put the question to the Rev, Mr. Ferrie, Pres-
byterian, who is a minister and a man of sound
good sense, occupies as high a position as my
good friends of the Intelligencer, and attended
most, if not all the lectures,—Was there any-
thing licentious in those lectures we attended,
“ not that 1 heard,” he replied.

Of the lectures themselves let me say, that if -
it is wrong for & man to cay that ** God has
fised a oertain Code of laws, for the govern-
ment of both iind and body and that in pro-
portion as these were obeyed man becomes more
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